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Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

April 19, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Aging – How
              To Make it Good.
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  "The
               Philosophies of Unitarian
               Universalism."
               by Heather Matthusen

April 26, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic:  “Views on
              Death” -- Emily Dickenson
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “America's
              Changing Religious
              Landscape” by The Voyagers
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Ministerial Musings

Testifying for Choice

“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.” This
was true in Jefferson's day, and it's true in ours.  Since
1973, conservatives, unable to overturn the historic Roe v.
Wade decision outright, have been unrelenting in chipping
away at women's reproductive rights.  Here in South
Carolina, their latest chip is a bill requiring women seeking
an abortion to wait at least 24 hours after their
appointment at a medical clinic in order to secure an
ultrasound test.  It has already passed our House of
Representatives, and it looks like it will pass the Senate
as well.

I was honored to have been invited by Planned
Parenthood to testify at a Senate Medical Affairs
Committee hearing against the bill.  It should come as no
surprise that I was the only minister present for choice,
while the other side had several.  I want to share with you
my testimony:

Senators, you have heard some of my colleagues
in ministry argue on behalf of this bill, using the Bible as
their reference book.  As I listen to their arguments, I am
reminded that someone once said, “We do not read the
Bible the way it is; we read it the way we are.”  There is no
need to argue here or anywhere else what the Bible says
about abortion because the bottom-line is that the Bible
says absolutely nothing about abortion.  Not one word.

But even if it did, that would not matter because
your job as legislators is not to enact Biblical law into
South Carolina law.  We are not a theocracy, and you are
not theologians.  We are a democracy, and your sworn
duty is to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of
this state and of the United States.  The Constitution of
the United States guarantees women the right to choose
an abortion.  This bill requiring a mandatory 24-hour
waiting period is a medically unnecessary encroachment
of that right, and it creates a burden that falls, as most
burdens fall, on working people.  Under this bill, a working
woman would have to take two days off from work instead
of one, arrange childcare for two days instead of one, and
make two trips to a medical clinic instead of one. If she
lives in a rural area of our state, that could be two lengthy
trips.  In a state with the second highest unemployment

Cont’d. Page 2
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Ministerial Musings
rate in the country, working people can not and will not risk losing their jobs.  This bill will
have the effect of deterring women from exercising their Constitutional right.

Perhaps even more disturbing is what this bill implies about women as human beings.
A law requiring a woman to wait before she can make a decision implies that she is, in some
way, a defective decision-maker, that her reason is faulty, that her judgment is flawed, that
her morality is deficient.  This bill is insulting to the dignity of women, and I have to wonder
whether such a bill would even be considered if the Senate were all female instead of all
male.

There is much talk today about the intrusiveness of big government.  The decision to
terminate a pregnancy is one of the most intimate, personal decisions a woman can make.
She must consider her health, welfare, and future, and she must consider the health, welfare,
and future of her potential child and of her present family.  This is sacred ground, and the
government has no business trampling on this sacred ground.  This bill represents Big
Brother government at its worst.

I urge you, the representatives of the people, to be representatives of all the people –
of people of various religious beliefs and no religious beliefs, of men and women, who are
equal in the eyes of God and should be equal in the eyes of the law.  I urge you not to treat
women as second-class citizens.  I urge you to defeat this bill.
Thank you.

Neal

======================================================

      Community Chalice

 We extend our concern and support to…

Eric Brenner, whose 93-year-old mother and longtime member of our Fellowship, Judy Brenner, died on
April 4.  Plans for a memorial service will be announced later.

Jo Conner, who is recovering from eye surgery.

We extend our appreciation to…

These people who helped with our new member potluck on April 5:  Michelle Andra, Carita Barr, Irene
Diston, Elizabeth Harris, David Long, Kevin Meredith, Monica Miller, Marilyn Miss, Regina Moody,
Heather Ranhofer, and Jonathon Thompson.

We extend our congratulations to…

Lori Dunath and Jason McBrayer for the arrival of Jubilee Fern, new baby born April 9, 2009.

Deanne Santoro for making National College Honor Roll from UNC, 2nd Semester Freshmen and the
election to Student senate at UNC Chapel Hill, NC.

====================================================
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Discussion of our Buildings and Grounds Plans for 2009-2010
Thursday NIGHT, April 16TH, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m., Please join us for an hour of discussion on our buildings
and grounds plans for the next year. We have some exciting ideas, and we want to hear your thoughts!

April 18th Spring Spruce Up!
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., On Saturday April 18th we will have a great time
cleaning up and sprucing up our building and grounds. We have a growing
list of tasks, including a general cleanup of the grounds (mowing, raking,
edging, etc.), as well as a list of things to be done inside. Didi and the RE
parents will be working on the RE wing and playground. We need lots of
hands to make the work go faster! Larry Siegel is our coordinator for the
work, so please sign up Sunday April 12th and/or contact Larry to find out
the details. He may be reached at 803-788-5564 or by email at
lksdoc@aol.com .

Congregational Meeting Sunday, April 19TH
Please join us immediately after the service to review proposed bylaws changes, and vote on those
changes. Also, we will have a vote on the process and decision to become a Welcoming Congregation.

Earth Day Bike In!
On Sunday, April 19th, we will have our second annual Earth Day Bike In! We will
meet at Sims Park in Shandon at 10:15 a.m., then start our ride to church at 10:30.
We will easily get to the church by 10:45. Or you may simply ride your bicycle to
church that day. Jonathan Thompson will lead us from Sims Park. If you have
questions, give Jonathan a call at 803-553-8667.

Walk Hike Group For April
The Walking Group will not plan an outing for April as it coincides with the congregational retreat at The
Mountain.  Those in Columbia wishing to walk might consider Peachtree Rock in Lexington County
because there  is a fabulous display of Mountain Laurel blooming at the end of April.

Why a Family Should Attend The Annual Meeting / Family Retreat May 8 - 10,
Haw River State Park, NC
1.   Because we need to be together at times like these.
2.   There are lots of activities planned for families
3.   There will be a bonfire on Friday Night
4.    We will have Wilderness Adventures for children 6 and up Saturday Morning
5.    Do you want to build a fort in the woods? see #5 above
6.    Come and enjoy A multi generational low ropes course on Saturday Afternoon
7.    Hear and sing along with a very special concert for all ages on Saturday Night with Kiya
       Heartwood and Wishing Chair.
8.    Worship for all ages on Sunday Morning with the great choir from Greensboro
9.    A walk in the woods with your family
10.  Make new Friends.
For adults there are workshops on everything from Stewardship to Spiritual Direction to Ministry with
Young Adults and Organizing a Campus Ministry, PLUS the UUA Presidential Candidate Forum, a brief
District Annual Meeting, and a respite from everyday drudgery.
And it is very affordable.  $95 for adults, $65 for children 18 and under. This includes Friday and Saturday
lodging, plus Friday Dinner through Sunday Lunch.
Please Join us at The Summit at Haw River, Brown Summit, NC, May 8 - 10.
Sue Sinnamon, Director of Faith Development, TJD-UUA; ssinnamon@uua.org, 757-564-7994
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Office Hours
The Office will be closed on Fri., April 24, but will be open Mon.  – Thurs., April 20 – 23. Please send any
announcement for the Sunday, April 26 Order of Service to the office by Wed. April 22.

September Set
Mark your calendar now for our 4th-Friday potluck supper 6:00 pm, April 24th in the Social Hall.  Bring food
to share (& a new member)...See ya, Jan

Fund Raising Action Team
Thank you to Bob Scott, Molly Jones and Ruth and Don Thacker for a lovely evening of music through
“Wine & Cheese with Rachmaninoff.” Our hats are also doffed to John Starino who produced an enjoyable
UU Evening of Music and Poetry.
Our final Spring Fling events are scheduled for 3 weekends in May.
* Clothes Swap – May 2 in the Fellowship Social Hall
* Game Day – May 9 from 2-5 in the Fellowship Social Hall
   (Please note the date change from April 18)
* Birding 101 – May 16 at Riverfront Park from 9-11
You can sign up for these events at the Spring Fling table in the Social Hall on Sundays or contact
Kimberly Field at 803-749-5623. If you have questions, suggestions, or ideas for future Flings, please send
an e-mail to fundraising@uucolumbia.org, or call Mike Allen at 803-338-5126, Come join the fun!!

Beltane
Beltane, also known as May Day, is celebrated on May 1.  Traditional activities are
the crowning of the May King and Queen and dancing the MayPole.  Beltane
bonfires are lit and danced around for fertility.  Beltane is the festival for flowers,
sensuality, fertility and delight.  Please join Gaia's Rising CUUPs for our Beltane
Ritual on Friday, May 1 at 7:00 and our Beltane Service on Sunday, May 3 to be
followed by a luncheon.  Luncheon includes Pasta with Marinara sauce with choice
of meatballs, steamed vegetables, garlic bread, dessert and drink.  Cost for
Luncheon is Adults $6, children 3 -12 years $3, and 2 and under free.  Blessed
Beltane!

Thanks to everyone who signed a petition letter regarding the need to raise the level of the
minimum wage to $10 by 2010.
If you did not have a chance to sign a physical petition, you may do so online by visiting the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee site at: http://www.uusc.org/10in2010
We had over forty petitions turned in on Justice Sunday.  Thanks again to those who took a few minutes to
sign. Cheryl Soehl, Social Justice Committee

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE

Saturday April 18 Beth Wood
www.bethwoodmusic.com/
Coming to us from Colorado, Beth has 8 CDs to her name and has won
awards and recognition at all the major folk Americana festivals. You will love
her energetic soulful, organic, free-range, music.

 Her latest production is BEACHCOMBER'S DAUGHTER (2008). This self-produced project
highlights Beth's musical versatility, songwriting craftsmanship, powerful voice, and collaboration with
Dallas's finest studio musicians.
 The UU Coffeehouse is a smoke and alcohol free listening room located at 2701 Heyward Street,
the corner of Heyward and Woodrow Streets, in Shandon.
 Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request
left at 1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the
door. Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with
a paying adult.
  Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.
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"Buy One, Get One Free"
The next time you go food shopping, look for "Buy One, Get One Free" sales.
Donate the free item to Harvest Hope Food Bank by putting it in the basket in the
Foyer. Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Responses to the Appreciative Inquiry on Program Activities

After reading the responses to our Appreciative Inquiry exercise on program activities, it’s very clear that
the things we do together outside of our Sunday services are vital to the strength of our UU community.
After the service on March 29, a number of us gathered to reflect on and record our answers to some key
questions about the programs that we find most meaningful.  It was the second of three such gatherings.
The final meeting – on buildings and grounds -- will be Thursday, April 16 at 7pm.

While we meet as a congregation on Sundays at 11, it’s the smaller group activities that many of us value
for the personal connections.  “I love cooking for people and sharing a meal,” said one of our members.
“It’s an intimate experience.” Several members said they especially enjoyed the Circle Suppers. For
example, someone said, “In a small group there’s something special about getting to know people.”

Among the current activities that got the most mentions in the one-on-one dialogues were:

• Adult RE (8 mentions)
• Children’s RE (4 mentions)
• September Set (4 mentions)
• Hikes (3 mentions)
• Choir (3 mentions)
• Circle Suppers (3 mentions)

And what makes these activities meaningful?  Some sample responses:

• Adult RE: “It increased my understanding of the diversity of the Fellowship.  People listen,
respect, and speak openly.”  “I interacted with people I wouldn’t perhaps have gotten to know
otherwise.”

• September Set: “It is a community of like-minded people.”
• Women’s Book Group:  “It’s very accepting – newcomers welcome.”
• Choir: “Music connects people in an emotional way.”

While members expressed a lot of satisfaction with many of our current programs, there were many wide-
ranging suggestions for new programs.  Again, here’s a sampling:

• Social action opportunities
• Group that would meet to share ideas on spiritual practices
• A food co-op
• Women’s breakfast group
• Environmental group
• Adult RE on whole foods preparation

A lot of creative thought went into the suggestions for new programs, and I’ll be sharing the full list with
your Board of Trustees as we shape the program budget for the coming fiscal year.  Feel free to email me
if you’d like more information.

Barry Ahrendt, Stewardship Committee Co-Chair
bahrendt@wistv.com



6

Religious Education

Parents and children:
Work day for cleaning up RE
Wing April 18th, 9am to 2pm
and pizza!

Shade Grown Coffee
Please order shade grown
organic free trade coffee from
the High School class. These
funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call
Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

April Curriculum: 7th Principle: Respect for the Interdependent Web
of All Existence of Which We Are a Part (All Things on the Planet are
Connected)
April 19: Earth Day (ride bicycles from Sim's Park at 10:15am to UU)
April 26: UU History Partnership Church Program

The Junior Hi is concentrating on A Wildlife Backyard Habitat
and have a blog set up by Cheryl Soehl for the kids:
http://uufchabitat.blogspot.com/.
The children are enthusiastic and dedicated.

The 3rd to 5th grade are in charge of the Veggie Garden.
Quinton Epps has prepared the garden space and bordered it with the
sacred huge tree limbs from our ancient old tree friend now lying on its
side.

Kindergarden to 2nd grade are planting flowers around the
mailbox.

An Inspiring Flower Communion Celebration and Delightful Easter Egg Hunt
 Sunday, April 12th, we had an Intergenerational Service, The Flower Communion. Children of all ages
participated in readings at the pulpit and also in the Flower Procession bringing the flowers to the front so all
could see the many lovely flowers and so they could be consecrated and be shared with the congregation by the
children. We honored Dr. Norbert Capek (Chah-peck) who originated the Flower Communion  in 1923 in
Czechoslovakia  Dr. Capek developed the Flower Communion instead of an Easter Service in order to honor the
inherent worth and beauty of every human person and not to focus on any one religion. At the end of the
Service we had 3 lines and the children with great focus made sure everyone got a flower so we all could share
in our heartfelt community.

We had about 30 children for the Easter Egg Hunt. Parents and children contributed in many wonderful
ways to help make this day very special. It was a festive time as the children quickly recovered many Easter
Eggs in various places on our playground. There were strawberries, blue corn chips and filtered water, too. It
was lovely to see our UU-RE playground full of parents and children sharing community in the gentle breeze
and warming sunshine.

SUMMER CAMP: June 29th-July 3rd,
UUFC One Week 1/2 Day  (10am to 2pm)....Important Update
Registration forms are on the RE Table in the Social Hall or
you may contact Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education.
This is the tentative schedule:
Day 1: Orientation and Nature Trip to Congaree Swamp
Day 2: Ecology, Nature, Earth, Gardening, a neighborhood walk
           to observe the Nature
Day 3: Yoga and Healthy Food Cooking Class, Painting Class
Day 4: Yoga, Communication Skills/Games and Clay Art
Day 5: Closing and Picnic/Outing to Sesquicentennial Park (games & hiking)
Healthy Snacks will be provided and Children should bring a packed lunch. Cost for the week: $45

Religious Education for Children on Sundays Needs Your Help
Do you have a favorite age group of kids that you would like to volunteer to help for 1 hour on Sunday once
every now and then? Please leave your name and phone number on the Volunteer List sheet on the RE Table
in the Social Hall. We will call you! Thanks!!

Thanks, Didi
Director of Religious Education: Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel. # 546-1290 Email: didisuprabha@yahoo.com
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, April 26, 2009.
Please submit articles and announcements for the 
next issue to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uufc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Joe Long president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President             Peter Kandis pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com     
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

April 2009

Sun. 19     9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sun. 26 9:30 AM Forum
                  11:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

April 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom  # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Held at individual homes
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 PM Sanctuary
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, April,

every other month
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday 10:00 am   and

6:00 pm
Social Hall
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To delete or change your address,
Email: uufc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Six Sources of Faith for Unitarian Universalists

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.

The Mission of our Fellowship is:
◊ to nurture and respect each other in our spiritual growth and pursuit of meaning,

◊ to create a welcoming and engaging environment through which we work for positive change in
our community and the world.
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