
THE UNIGRAM  April 11, 2012          

Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, SC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 
   

Apr. 15, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  What are the 
different forms of intelligence? 
11:00 am Sermon Topic:   ―Welcoming 
Strangers‖ by Bedrija Jazic, Director, 
Refugee Resettlement Services, 
Lutheran Family Services (LFS) 
Carolinas 
 
Apr. 22, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  What will 
happen to religion in the next 100 
years? 
11:00 am Service:  ―Happy 
Interdependence Day:  A Celebration 
of Earth Day‖, by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Ministerial Musings 

 
A Mountain of Money and Influence 

 
 Quite a few of our members and friends will be heading 
up the mountain this weekend to The Mountain Retreat and 
Learning Center for our congregation's annual retreat.  It's a 
relaxing weekend of hiking, games, reading, conversation (or 
"jawing" as we used to say back home), and watching spring 
burst forth from porch rockers, and I regret that I will have to 
miss it. 
 Instead, I will be attending a presentation in Charleston 
by Rev. Barry Lynn, Executive Director of Americans United for 
Separation of Church & State.  (I serve on the national Board of 
Trustees for AU).  Rev. Lynn has his work cut out for him.  As 
never before in our nation's history, Religious Right 
organizations are using their political clout and immense 
financial resources to tear down the wall of separation between 
government and organized religion and to control our lives 
according to their religion. 
 When I think of the Religious Right, I normally think of 
Protestant Fundamentalists, but in recent months, I've become 
aware of the tremendous role played by the hierarchy of the 
Catholic Church.  For instance, the Affordable Care Act 
(referred to as "Obamacare" by opponents) requires coverage 
of contraceptives in employer-provided insurance plans.  
Clearly, both individuals engaged in family planning and society 
as a whole benefit from such coverage.  The Act already 
exempts religious groups that oppose artificial forms of birth 
control, but the hierarchy of the Catholic Church is pushing for 
much broader exemptions to include millions of Americans who 
work for church-affiliated hospitals, colleges, and social service 
providers, even though they work at institutions that receive 
massive taxpayer funding.  Incredibly, the Catholic bishops are 
saying that their "religious liberty" is being denied by providing 
birth-control coverage.  Isn't it apparent that they are the ones 
trying to deny employees of their liberty by controlling their 
access to health care?  Employees are already free to accept 
or reject contraceptive coverage. 
 The bishops are particularly hostile to the rights of gays 
and lesbians.  They, along with the Mormon Church, poured 
millions of dollars into Proposition 8, the ballot referendum that 
repealed same-sex marriage in California.  The Catholic 
Church argues once again that the "religious liberty" of 
believers is violated when state governments recognize same-
sex civil unions -- even though not a single church or 
denomination is required to sanction or perform such 
ceremonies.       
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 Just recently, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops formed an "Ad Hoc Committee for 
Religious Liberty" to lobby Washington on the issues of health care, sexuality, birth control, and same-
sex marriage.  This attempt to enforce their religious dogma through legislation comes in addition to 
their spending $27 million last year in lobbying.  Of the 15 top religious lobbying groups in 
Washington, 10 are Religious Right organizations that are in league with the Catholic hierarchy.  Their 
efforts are paying big dividends.  Last year, Catholic Charities received more than $750 million from 
government sources! 
 So yes, Rev. Barry Lynn and Americans United and all Americans who want to preserve the 
wall of separation have their work cut out for them.   
            Neal 
 
 

 

                           

      Community Chalice 
  

We extend our appreciation to… 

Erica and Walter Patterson, Cleome and Karlyn Hubbell, and Betsy Kaemmerlen for planting 
foliage beside our new patio. 
 

Everyone who helped with the April 8 Flower Communion, Potluck and Easter Egg Hunt, including 
children and youth Lydia, Madeline, Sam M., Junah, Gus, Benjamin, Sanjeev, Ricky, James, Sam 
O., Nick, Ana, Rosemary, Sophia, Nohl and all members of the Junior Choir; and adult 
volunteers Tracy and Chris McCoy, Sarah and Chris Corbett, Sarah Pregnall, Bill Moody, 
Andrea Derrick, Sonya Jones, Barbie Seymour, David Long, Bethany Storlazzi, Charles 
Johnson, Ann Johnson, Jennifer Slater, Kevin Eason, Mike Walker, Phil Turner, Karen Murphy, 
Anita Grossman, Janet Swigler, Steve Dennis, Beth Johnson, Morgan Gauthreaux, Brian 
Dudick, Barry Ahrendt and everyone else who helped. 
 

We extend our congratulations to... 

Karlyn Hubbell, who has been admitted to Governor's School to study drama.  She will begin this fall. 
 
Peter Kandis and Ann Harrison, who were married at sunrise on the beach at Hilton Head April 7. 
 
 
We extend our support and condolences to… 
 
Cecil Myers, who has been transferred from Palmetto Baptist to Life Care Center on Alpine Road, 
where he continues to recover from an auto accident. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events and Meetings 
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A Big Share the Plate Thank You! 
 In January, UUCC inaugurated a new policy for distributing our weekly Share the Plate 
offerings.  We expanded our congregational giving to split what we call our ―loose plate offerings‖ 50-
50 between our general fund and a designated worthy cause.  Here are the results for the first three 
months of 2012: 
  $799 for the UUCC Minister’s Discretionary Fund  
  $1275 for Affordable Housing Resources  
  $775 for the Children’s Organ Transplant Association 
 We also raised additional targeted money for our depleted Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  Your 
generosity has made all of this possible, and has contributed to fulfilling our mission statement, which 
says we will ―work for positive change in our community and the world.‖  On behalf of your Board of 
Trustees and the charities we have helped, a big ―thank you‖! 
 Our designated charity for April is NAMI Walks, the largest and most successful mental illness 
awareness event in the nation.  And starting in July, the monthly selection will be based on additional 
suggestions from the congregation.  Barry Ahrendt, Board President 
 
Sermons Available 
 The texts of Rev. Jones’ sermons for 2012 are now available on the UUCC website:  
www.uucolumbia.org.   
 

 
 
Articulating Your UU Faith Follow-Up 
 I really enjoyed the recent series on "Articulating your UU Faith" and the time spent with all of you 
in those sessions. In the final session I was blown away by the credos that people 
developed and have found myself wishing there was an opportunity to continue talking about these.  
Perhaps a few others are interested in a time-limited series of follow up discussions?   
 One idea is that we could discuss in more detail the elements of our draft credos and the paths 
we've taken to get to this point. This would also enable us to continue exploring and working on them. 
Please email me to let me know if you would like to participate in something like this, rsaunders@sc.edu.  I 
look forward to hearing from you soon. Take care, Ruthie Saunders. 
 

Volunteers Sought for Hogwarts Summer 
 If you’ve ever dreamed of being a Professor of Charms, Care of Magical Creatures or 
Divination, here’s your chance! Our Hogwarts Summer will be a full-fledged theatrical presentation, 
with adult volunteers assuming witch/wizard personalities (and dressing the part, if you’d like!) and 
teaching a variety of fun lessons in various subjects. If you’re interested in volunteering for either the 
camp or RE Sunday lessons, please email dre@uucolumbia.org. Volunteers must sign an ethics 
agreement and undergo a background check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rsaunders@sc.edu
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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Art Exhibit at UUCC, March 25―April 29 
       We are happy to introduce Fairoozan Abdalla through an exhibition of some of her art― 
primarily done in watercolor and acrylic, but including colored pencil and a craft technique called 
quilling. Fairoozan, whose strong design often incorporates patterns from nature as a framework, is 
concerned with light, color, edge control and paint quality.  You can enjoy more of her artistry at 
www.fairozanart.com. 
 
Homeless Helping Homeless of Columbia Presents “Silent Voices”,  April 12 

 Homeless Helping Homeless of Columbia, SC will present ―Silent Voices‖ an evening of 
spoken word with musical acts at the Columbia Music Festival Association Art space at 914 Pulaski 
Street in the Vista on Thursday, April 12. Doors open at 6 p.m. with a silent auction and refreshments. 
The one-hour performance begins at 7 p.m.  
 Performances during the event are based on actual writings created by members of the 
Columbia homeless community which tell their journey, give a glimpse of life on the street and 
celebrate the ups and down of their lives.  The writings take form through spoken word, theatre, 
music, dance and visual arts.  Most of the performances are presented by the homeless artists with 
additional assistance from the Benedict College Gospel Choir  and  members of the Columbia College 
Dance Company. The event is being coordinated with the help of directors Darion McCloud, Trinessa 
Dubas and Larry Hembree. 
 Tickets are general admission with a suggested $10 donation of at the door.  During the event, 
there will be information on how to make tax deductible contributions to Homeless Helping Homeless 
to support ongoing work  
 For more information or to donate food or auction items, contact Judy Turnipseed at 360-9784 
or jturnipseed@sc.rr.com. 
 
Annual UUCC Mountain Retreat April 13 - 15 
 It's not too late to register for The Mountain weekend.  Plenty of beds are still available.  Any 
questions, call Joan Watterson at 787-7873 or Ann Johnson 799-8022. 
 
Islam & Peace Lecture, April 14, 4:00-6:30pm 
 PICNA (Peace and Integration Council of North America) and USC Department of Religious 
Studies present a lecture by Dr. Muhammad Tahir ul Qadri, author ―Fatwa Against Suicide Bombings and 
Terrorism‖ at the USC School of Law, 701 Main Street.  Admission is free but registration is required, 
register at www.picna.org. 

 
Join us for Bark To The Park in April! 
 Did you know that 19,500 dogs, cats, puppies and kittens are killed every 
year in Lexington and Richland County animal shelters?  Pawmetto Lifeline is 
having their annual fund-raiser on April 14 to take some of these animals off death 
row. You can join us at Finlay Park, with or without your dog, for the one-mile walk; 
or you can sign up as a ―virtual walker‖ and contribute money on behalf of our team.  
When registering online for Bark To The Park, our team name is: Unitarian Animal 

Ministry.  The walk starts at 10:30, so we will meet 15-30 minutes beforehand  at the stage at Finlay 

Park.  Last year we got great visibility for the church as the whole team wore our UUAM (UU Animal 
Ministry) T-shirts that Sue Thayer made for us (and our dogs wore matching scarves.:-) 
 After the walk, we’ll go to the festival at Finlay, which has every kind of animal item you can 
imagine, from food to doggie skirts; it’s open to all participants.  Last year they even had a swimming 
pool for the dogs. 
 If you’d like to walk (literally or virtually) for our team, contact Anita Grossman, 
anitaj48@aol.com. For more information about the walk, go to www.barktothepark.com. 
 
Animal Ministry Webpage 
 UU Animal Ministry now has its own page on our website!  Go to www.uucolumbia.org, click on 
―Getting Involved: Committees and Groups‖ and then click on ―Animal Ministry‖.  There you can find the list 
of needed donation items, upcoming events.  Questions?  Email Dee Thomas at 
AnimalMinistry@uucolumbia.org.  

 

http://www.fairozanart.com/
mailto:jturnipseed@sc.rr.com
mailto:anitaj48@aol.com
http://www.barktothepark.com/
http://www.uucolumbia.org/
mailto:AnimalMinistry@uucolumbia.org
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Yom Hashoah Holocaust Remembrance Service  
 The Jewish Columbia Community commemorates Yom Hashoah by inviting the entire 
community to a solemn service on April 19 at 7:00pm, which takes place at Shalom Synagogue, 
5827 North Trenholm Road. We will have guest speaker Ela Weissberger. Ms. Weissberger was 
imprisoned in Terezin as a child, and performed in all 55 performances of "Brundibar", the children's 
opera performed there.  
 The Remembrance Day will also include the premiere of "Tomorrow Never Came", a cycle of 
songs by composer Ayala Asherov Kalu based on the book I Never Saw Another Butterfly. This book 
is a collection of works of art and poetry by Jewish children who lived in the concentration camp 
Theresienstadt. It is named after a poem by Pavel Friedman, a young adult who was incarcerated at 
Theresienstadt and was later killed at Auschwitz.  http://bethshalomcolumbia.org 
 
Fun Friday! 
 April's Fun Friday will be on April 20, at 7 pm.  We'll be playing board games, and all ages are 
welcome.  Bring yourself, and a favorite board game, and join the fun.  Contact Alison Thirkield, 318-
4855 or pinkhouse25@yahoo.com, for more information. 
 
Congregational Update 
 Please join me and other board members for a Congregational Update (what we used to call 
Congregational Conversations) on Sunday, April 22 after the service. We will review the status of the 
annual canvass and budget process, discuss the completion of our building and grounds renovations, 
and present our new UUCC vision statement as developed by the Shared Ministry Committee and 
approved by the Board of Trustees. All members and friends are invited to attend.  Barry Ahrendt, 
UUCC Board President. 
 

News From the UUCC Green Corner  
 Were any of you among the 20 million people to participate in the first Earth Day on April 22, 
1970?  (Ok, I confess I did not as I was only 4 months but please know that I’m jealous of all of you 
who were around during the days of such activism!).  If so, you probably know the history of this 
important day.  According to Wikipedia, Earth Day was founded by Gaylord Nelson, a senator from 
Wisconsin, who created the day as a teach-in out of frustration with the government’s lack of 
response to a horrific oil spill off the coast of Santa Barbara, CA, in 1969.  Earth Day is now 
recognized by over 500 million people in 175 countries around the globe, and in some places is 
observed as Earth Week.  
 The UUCC will have a number of events to commemorate Earth Day, April 22nd, including a 
small Green Fair and a Coffeehouse in the evening with proceeds going to the Sierra Club. We are 
seeking anyone with information to share related to environmental awareness or talents that 
incorporate the concept of reduce, reuse, and recycle to participate in the Green Fair.  If interested, 
please contact Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com or (828) 545-3069. 
 

    UU COFFEEHOUSE SUNDAY, APRIL 22 
The Jesse Colin Young Band, www.jessecolinyoung.com.  Since the "Summer of Love" in the late 
60s, Jesse Colin Young has been singing lyrics that cross generations. His song, "Get Together," first 
performed with his group the Youngbloods, has been played millions of times on air but more 
importantly is known and sung by tens of millions of people around the world.  
          This is a special Earth Day benefit show for the Sierra Club.  Tickets are $20 for adults and $5 
for students.  The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward Street, the corner of 
Heyward and Woodrow Streets, in Shandon.   Tickets are $20 for adults and $5 for high school and 
college students with a reservation request left at 1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and 
the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.  Children through 8th grade are free with a 
paying adult.  Doors open at 7:00 and the music begins at 8:00. For more information, visit 
uucoffeehouse.org. 

http://bethshalomcolumbia.org/
http://www.jessecolinyoung.com/
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Beltane Crafter’s Fair April 29 
 Attention all UUCC crafters, bakers, artists, etc.—the Beltane Crafter’s Fair returns this year 
on Sunday, April 29 immediately following the worship service, and we can’t wait to see your 
wonderful crafts and homemade goodies! We’ll have several tables available on the lawn as we 
dance around the May Pole and celebrate Beltane. There is no charge to reserve a table, but please 
consider donating a portion of your proceeds to our RE program. Registration forms are available on 
the shelf outside the DRE’s office. For more information, email dre@uucolumbia.org. 
 
Women’s Book Group 
           The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at 7:00 PM in Room 5 to discuss 
The Scandal of the Season by Sophie Gee.  Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-
0784 or sjchubon@sc.rr.com. 
 
GIGANTIC Yard Sale May 19... 

 We can make this sale gigantic if you bring all the stuff you don't want 
or need---and ask your neighbors for theirs!!  We welcome furniture and 
appliances in particular (they're the best sellers), as well as other household 
items.  Children's clothing is also welcome, but no adult clothing please.  Just 
make sure the items are in good condition: something you would buy!  
 We plan to have tables inside the social hall as well as outside.  We're 
hoping that our kids will want to sell food and other items they collect to fund 
their Boston trip.  Vendors (jewelry, soap, etc.) are also welcome and will be 
charged only a 20%-of-profits space fee. 

 We have cleaned half of our church basement so we have considerable storage space.  
Please bring your items any Sunday between now and May 13.  If you want to bring something to the 
church during the week, give us a call (782-9468) or email (patmohr@mindspring.com); we'll make 
sure the basement is open.  Then, the week before the sale, we're going to rent a truck so we can 
pick up larger/heavier items (in-town only---the mileage fees on these trucks is enormous).  We will 
pass along more details about all of this, including a schedule for helping with sale, as we get nearer 
to the date. 
 PLEASE, PLEASE bring in your stuff.  Help us make this our biggest sale ever! 
Pat & Don Mohr 
 
Change in Meeting Dates for Board of Trustees 
 The Board of Trustees has changed its meeting dates from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month beginning in March, 2012.  This change was made to give the Treasurer 
and Finance Committee time to review and prepare reports for the Board on the prior month's 
financial statements.  Board meetings start at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall, and all members are 
welcome to attend. 
 

 

mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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This I Value 
 
 As a part of our pledge drive, we have been hearing from various members what they value 
about our unique community of faith.  Here are the "testimonies" of two of our young members, 
Maggie O'Toole and Sophia Johnson:              
 

Maggie O'Toole 
 

 Hi I’m Maggie O’Toole. I am in 6th grade and I am 12 years old.  
I started coming to the UU last summer with my mom and sister and brother. Over the past 9 months, 
I have made countless friends here. My mom signed the book in November. I really feel coming to the 
UU was a great decision for my family. I love it here.  
 I came from a Catholic church where I was an altar server. My sister and I wanted to give altar 
service a try because our Dad and Uncles had done it before us, and because our mom thought it 
was great that girls were allowed to serve. This was not the case when mom was a kid.  
 I enjoyed helping the priest with the service by holding the bible, but I was sometimes scolded 
for being too fidgety. It is not a good feeling when you are trying to help out, and to be part of 
something, and you are told your best isn’t good enough.  
 My younger sister smartly quit altar service, way before I did, after being scolded for incorrectly 
knotting the belt on her robes. My little brother just got shhhh-ed a lot because he could never be 
quiet in church.  
 Shortly after my brother made his first holy communion, my mom decided to make a change. 
She realized that our family was unhappy at Our Lady of the Hills, and so we switched to UUCC… 
and boy am I thankful we did!!! UUCC has made my life so much better. I love my RE group and I love 
being in the Junior Choir. 
 My Mom always says that I am a born liberal.  
 I don’t remember being 3 that well, but Mom loves to tell the story of when I was in pre-school, 
and would stand up for kids that were being bullied by others. My preschool teacher, Mr. Bill, called 
me his ―champion of justice‖.  
 Since coming to the UU I realized how many people here share that same sense of justice 
with me and I feel that I really belong. I love how people here are involved with protests to protect 
others! Even the kids! I thought it was so cool that my friend Sofia stood up to protect circus animals 
this year. Reverend Neal took a group of us to see the movie ―Bullied‖ so I’ve learned about how gay 
kids are bullied too and I think it’s super unfair.  I am so happy to be part of a congregation that feels 
the same way I do about bullies!  
 I love the RE program here at the UU too. I think my Mom was in shock the first time she 
heard me say ―Hurry up Mom, I don’t want to miss RE today‖.  
 My siblings and I never cared if we missed RE at our old church. There we called it CCD. The 
instructor always stood at the front of the class and lectured.  
 They expected us to sit still, and be quiet, and also to accept what they taught us without 
question. Also the chairs were hard, we never went on field trips, and there were no good snacks!!!  
 Here at the UU, the couches are comfy, the snacks are great and we do go on field trips where 
we get to learn about different faiths. The first two trips this year were to another UU church and to a 
Catholic church, so it wasn’t exactly new information for me. But I was glad for the chance to go 
anyway. And last week we went to a Lutheran church which I had never done before.  
 Here at the UU our group gets to do lots of fun things, and most importantly we all discuss 
things together. Everyone gets to talk and everyone listens. And no one seems to mind if I am too 
fidgety and need to get up and stretch my legs sometimes.  
 I am sure that my friends here like me for who I am… and that makes me feel good. No one is 
judging me.  I hope other kids that are unhappy at church get a chance to try UU. I feel lucky that I 
ended up right where I belong. 
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Sophia Johnson 

 
 When I sat down to write this speech, I was able to come up with a ―ton‖ of ideas. My mom 
suggested that I go into depth with one or two of them and not all.  But I just couldn’t think of only 
sharing two.  So I decided to give a list of my top ten things that I like about this congregation instead. 
Sorry mom. 
 #10 – I am glad that I am able to hold fundraisers, like my current one, painting nails in order 
to help other kids go to a mountain retreat at the UU Mountain.   
 #9 – I love and enjoy all of the UU holidays and traditions. Just last week, I went to visit my 
grandparents down in Florida.  Since they live near a beach I wanted to bring some water home for 
the water communion.  But my mom said that I will have to wait for a vacation in the summertime. 
 #8 - Another thing that I find sweet about this church is its pot-lucks and cook-offs. I’m 
especially looking forward to the Chili Cook-Off in the fall. 
 #7 – I think that having lock-ins and summer camps during the year is awesome. I think that 
the upcoming camp, Hogwarts, will be a blast and a supper big hit! 
 #6 – I love singing with the junior choir, I think it brings so much more joy into the services. So 
I am very thankful for Sarah Pregnall and my other teachers. 
 #5 – I really love that everyone is accepted and welcomed here. I’m always excited to bring my 
friends to show them our religion and let them see what we’re all about.    
 #4 – I’m really thrilled to have all these likeminded people around to talk with. I enjoy their 
company and friendships. 
 #3 – I love that here, I am able to get people to come to my protests or at least support me. I 
feel that they come because we are likeminded, and share some of the same beliefs.  
 #2 – I am SO glad that my family and I come here, because if we didn’t I wouldn’t have my 
adopted aunts and uncles. I’m not sure why, but my real extended family doesn’t care to be in-touch 
with us. So I am happy that here, I get the extra people and love that I yearn for. Not only am I cared 
about here, but sometimes they go out of their way to talk to me and spend time with me. 
 #1 – So my most favorite thing, about this place, is having chances to practice my public 
speaking skills. I don’t think that I could get this much practice anywhere else and I am glad that I 
have another skill under my belt. 
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UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of March 2012 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on March 21, 2012 from 6:33 PM to 9:15 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, President, chaired 
the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.   

Financial Issues 

 Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through February 29, 2012.  Pledges 
continue coming in ahead of schedule, with $139,255 received versus $136,147 budgeted.  Overall 
revenues are almost exactly as projected, at $153,068.  Overall expenses continue coming in 
under budget at $147,271 due to lower utility bills, less debt service, and lower staffing expenses 
incurred.  The posting of two additional items will bring our effective surplus to $3,000.   

 The Board approved the expenditure of up to $6,000 for professional installation of permeable 
pavers by the sitting wall in the new courtyard, and for repair of a downspout and soffit in the corner 
of the lobby and the social hall.  Lower bids are anticipated.  These funds will come from monies 
not spent in the construction reserves and from savings realized on a later start of higher debt 
service payments for the construction project.  The Board also authorized $400 for the purchase of 
new sod in the construction area. 

 The Board approved the recommendations of the Finance Committee, assisted by David Crockett, 
to implement several follow-up measures arising from the outside financial review conducted by 
Jackie Breland, CPA, in 2011.  These include documentation and periodic review of financial 
policies and procedures, and creation of a conflict of interest statement for Board members and 
employees.     

 Ivy Coleman and Robin Scherer are developing the proposed 2012-2013 budget with the Finance 
Committee.  There was discussion of anticipated needs including our installation ceremony and 
celebration for Rev. Dr. Neal Jones.  Pat Mohr, co-past president, reported we have reached 75% 
of our canvass goal of $195,000 in pledges.   
 

Mission, Vision, and Values Statements 
Jessica Kross, chair of the Shared Ministry Committee, presented their recommendations for mission, 
vision, and values statements as requested by the Board.  The Board approved their recommendations.  
The mission statement will continue unchanged as it appears on the last page of the Order of Service.  The 
vision statement is: ―Our vision is an inclusive community of love, truth, justice, stewardship and service 
within and beyond these walls.‖  The values statement is the congregational covenant that appears in the 
beginning of the Order of Service (―Love is the doctrine of this congregation…‖) 
 
Building and Grounds Priorities 
Jerry Cover, chair of the Building and Grounds Committee, identified their priorities among various spending 
requests the Board has received.  These are for new door locks of the coded, keyless type; Memorial 
Garden features and landscaping; and an annual HVAC maintenance contract.  There was also discussion 
of the need to renovate the sanctuary windows and the hazardous material abatement costs this will entail.   
 
Memorial Garden Policy and Procedures 
Ann Johnson, president-elect, presented the Memorial Garden Policy and Operating Rules developed by 
the ad hoc committee which she chaired for this purpose.  The Board approved the policy and operating 
rules with minor amendments.  The Memorial Garden will be a sacred space with a centering structure used 
for meditation, remembrance, and ceremonial rites.  It will contain areas for the burial of urns as well as a 
scatter garden. The policy and rules address eligibility, purchase of burial sites and plaques, 
documentation, requests to inter, liability, memorial plaques, services, interment, scattering of cremains, 
management of the garden, and fee schedule.  It will be published in the Unigram and posted on our 
website.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 

     

 

    RE Calendar 

 Sunday, April 15: RE Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm, Room 5 

 Sunday, April 22: RE Table at Green Committee Earth Day Fair,  
 12:30 p.m., Social Hall 

 Sunday, April 29: Beltane Crafter’s Fair, 12:30 p.m., UUCC Lawn 
   
  
  

 
This Week in RE (April 15) 

 Preschool: ‖We Need the Rain,‖ Room 6 

 Kindergarten-2nd Grade: ―Courage and Perseverance,‖ Part One, Room 9 

 3rd-5th Grade: ―What is May Day?‖ Room 10 

 6th-8th Grade: ―Quakers,‖ Room 7 

 9th-12th Grade: ―Life After Death,‖ Room 5 

Junior Choir Schedule 

 April 15: Rehearsal at 10:20 a.m., Room 8 

 April 22: Rehearsal at 10:20 a.m., Room 8, and Perform During Service 

 April 29: Rehearsal at 10:20 a.m., Room 8, and Perform During Service 

 
RE Committee Meets April 15 
 The Religious Education Committee for Children & Youth will meet Sunday, April 15 at 12:30 
p.m. in Room 5. 
 
Youth Group to Participate in Runaway Runway 
 The UUCC Youth Group will submit two entries for Project Runaway Runway April 21. Youth will 
meet the next several weeks to continue designing and assembling their recycled fashion creations, 
and models and designers must attend a rehearsal on Thursday, April 19 from 6-8 p.m. On the day of 
the show, models and designers must be in attendance from 4 p.m.-approximately 10 p.m. Youth who 
would like to participate and/or attend must turn in a completed permission form; forms are available 
on the shelf outside the DRE’s office. 
 
RE To Participate in Earth Day Green Fair 
 The Green Committee has invited our Religious Education program to participate in a mini 
Green Fair on Earth Day, April 22. If you have upcycled crafts that we can feature at our table, please 
bring them to Lisa Eason by Sunday, April 15. 
 
Just A Few Openings Remain for Hogwarts Camp 
 Week One of Hogwarts Summer Camp if full, but there are still a few spots remaining in the 
June 25-29 and July 23-27 sessions. Don’t miss your chance to take part in this fun summer camp! 
Camp brochures and registration forms are available on the shelf outside the DRE’s office. Please 
email dre@uucolumbia for more information. 
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 
 
 

March 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Wed., & Fri.    7:00 am Social Hall 

Board Meeting 3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class May 13th 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 3
rd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Alcove 

UU Humanist  4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation May 20
th
 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 8  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 5 

Rentals    

American United July 8
th
 Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-647-9283  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  9:30 am and  
6:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
 
====================================================================== 

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

      Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are  
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to  
affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and 
society at large 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part 
 

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual 
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information, 
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., Apr. 22, 
which will be published on Wed., Apr. 25.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


