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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

April 4, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Do our
expectations change our behaviors?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "What Will
Become of the Dream?" by Rev. Dr.
Neal R. Jones. Flower Communion
service followed by Potluck

April 11, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: Quantam
Physics and Consciousness
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Our Gifts
to Columbia" by Rev. Dr. Neal R.
Jones. The UUCC's 60th
Anniversary Sunday
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Ministerial Musings

Signs of Spring

When we Unitarian Universalists celebrate Easter, we
are not confined to the strictly Christian observances of this
holiday. The theme of new life emerging from death is implicit
in the surrounding renewal of spring, the rebirth of nature
venerated by ancient pagan spiritualities, the spring festival of
Holi in the Hindu tradition, and the commemoration of freedom
in the Jewish Passover.

At our Easter service this Sunday (April 4), we will exalt
budding life, hope, and faith with what has become a traditional
UU ritual -- the Flower Communion. Begun in 1923 by Dr.
Nobert Capek, the founder of modern Unitarian Universalism in
Czechoslovakia, the Flower Communion allows us to share
lovely flowers as symbols of human spirit and beauty. After the
service, we will enjoy a potluck lunch together.

As I look around, I see multiple signs of resurrected life:

• Once bare branches are blossoming with color
• Memories of a dearly departed still inspire those left

behind to live more gratefully
• Formerly estranged friends are now speaking to one

another
• Frustrated parents are rediscovering the gift of life

unfolding in their children
• A workaholic is learning to play
• A worrywart is learning to relax
• A pessimist is learning to appreciate life’s blessings

amid its disappointments
• A life lost in confusion is finding direction
• A life restricted by an aging body is finding the grace to

accept inevitable limitations

For this minister, resurrection means that
disillusionment over the apathy, ignorance, and plain stupidity
demonstrated in our political life has melted away in light of
discovering on the campaign trail that many, many people do
care about the state of our state and earnestly desire for us to
walk on higher ground. For our congregation, resurrection
means renewed interest in the ties that bind us together,
reflected, I think, in our choice of a new name -- we are now a
congregation.

I see signs of spring all around us.

Neal
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Community Chalice
We extend our appreciation to…

Erika Patterson, chair of our Landscaping Committee, for organizing our work day on Saturday, March 20,
and to Walter, Cleome, and Karlyn Patterson, Don and Pat Mohr, Mike Paget, Joe Long, Jim Burton,
Andrea, Tyler, Spencer, and Madison Pixley, Conner Gibson, Regina Moody, and Rev. Dr. Neal
Jones for planting five dogwoods and laying a flagstone walkway on the Woodrow Street side of our
building.

Ruth Thacker, for watering our indoor plants at the UUCC each week.

We extend our Congratulations to …
Constance Myers was honored at a luncheon Friday, March 26th.during the South East Women's Studies
Conference.

We extend our support and concern to...
The family and friends of Dr. Vivian Pilant, a former member of our congregation and the former Director
of School Food Services of the SC Dept. of Education, who died on March 29. Plans for a memorial
service will be announced.

==============================================================

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE CCHHAANNGGEE FFOORR UUNNIIGGRRAAMM
The Unigram will now be published on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month. With this change the
Deadline for articles and announcements will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.

UUCC New Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux

Because of the growth of our RE program, especially among Junior and Senior
Highs, we are happy to announce the hiring of Morgan Gauthreaux as our part-
time Youth Coordinator.

Morgan Gauthreaux was raised in West Columbia, SC. She attended Brookland-
Cayce High School and has a Bachelor's Degree in Chemistry from the University
of South Carolina. She has work experience in Environmental Consulting and

previously spent time working with kids at a daycare facility and children’s' shelter. She enjoys working
with children of all youth ages.
Morgan joined the UU after first visiting in September of 2008. Being with like-minded people and the
freedom to make individual decisions knowing factual information is what makes her love being a UU. She
comes from an open religious background where her parents encouraged her to learn and believe on her
own accord.
In her free time, Morgan likes to spend time outside. She loves nature and going to our state's unique
state parks. Going to the river during the warm months is also one of her favorite past times. She rescues
dogs and currently has a Carolina Dog (American Dingo) named Briney, pitt-bull mix Tupelo, Ridgeback
mix, Mack Truck (Mackey), and tiny Chihuahua named Beep Beep. She is an advocate of recycling any
and everything and encourages people to also repurpose items. Morgan looks forward to working with
both groups of youth and awaits the exciting journeys they'll be taking together.
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Committee Night
Committee Night is held the first Wednesday night of each month. The next committee night is Wed.,
April 7, 6 pm. All committees are encouraged to participate in the dinner and in the meeting hour,
immediately following dinner. Any member of the congregation is encouraged to participate in the dinner,
and is welcome to sit in on any committee meeting. The evening begins with dinner at 6:00, and ends
around 8:00, depending on the time needed for each committee’s meeting.

Please sign up for a group service opportunity with UUCC members and friends:
Saturday, April 24, 2010 - NAMI Walk 2010 in support of the National Association for Mental Illness. We
will be fielding a team of walkers for this event and featuring NAMI as our Share the Plate recipient in April.
http://www.nami.org/sites/midcarolina
Saturday, May 8, 2010 - Harvest Hope Food Bank, 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.
Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the social hall. If you prefer, email me at csoehl@soehl.com.
Cheryl Soehl, Social Action Committee

Pet Policy
The Board adopted a policy at its last meeting that pets would not be allowed in the building, or unattended
on the grounds. This has two exceptions: service animals (of course) and animals for RE programs with
the prior permission of the Director of Religious Education. We are trying to make UUCC safe for all,
including those with substantial animal allergies and small children who might be afraid of dogs, or by not
knowing how to treat them, prompt a defensive reaction that hurts the child.
Thanks, Joe Long, President of the Board of Trustees.

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE Friday night, April 2, 2010

A special Friday evening show in collaboration with the Columbia Museum of Art
Free Planet Radio - www.freeplanetradio.com - Chris Rosser, River Guerguerian and Eliot Wadopian

"Free Planet Radio is the freshest group out there right now. It is a perfect blend of all things good" -
Micharl Lipsey-Professor of Percussion, Aaron Copland School of Music - CUNY
For music that is beautiful, complex, diverse and played by masters of their instruments, look no further
than the trio of Chris Rosser, River Guerguerian and Eliot Wadopian. Collectively they're a world fusion trio
called Free Planet Radio and the sum of the whole is pretty powerful, especially considering the strength of
the parts. All are skilled craftsmen who come together with some pretty powerful sounds that cross from
East to West with jazzy & sometimes dizzying forays into odd times, syncopations & electronic sounds.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at
1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult.
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Missing Items
Several items have recently been missing around the UUCC. These include a few reams of paper from the
office; and coffeehouse supplies including paper coffee cups packaged bags of coffee used for
coffeehouse shows. Sometimes people need an item or two that they may have forgotten to bring, and
they may borrow from supplies they find around the UUCC. If items are borrowed, they should be replaced
quickly, because it is likely that whoever provided the items has plans for their use. If you have any idea
what has happened with the items, please let the administrator know. Thank you!

Flower Communion
On Sun. April 4, we will have Flower Communion during the service and a potluck
following the service. Please bring flowers to share with the congregation in celebration of
our community and a dish for the potluck. If you have questions or would like to volunteer
please contact Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com.
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Fund Raising Action Team Announcement
Current April and May Spring Flings
April 17 5pm - 7pm -- Greek Dinner at Peter Kandis' residence ($30/guest)
May 2 Afternoon -- Build Your Own Spirit House hosted by Cheryl Shoel and Sej Harman ($12/guest)
May 14 - 7:30pm -- A Minghi Soiree; ‘Ryan at the Steinway’ at The Minghi's house ($15/guest)
May 15 All Day -- UU Nerf Gun War at UUCC, hosted by Tyler Pixley ($10/guest, age 13+)
Pick your own day -- Relax Into Spring ($10)
If you would like to register for one of these events, please email fundraising@uucolumbia.org with your
details or sign up at the F.R.A.T. table in the Social Hall. Also if you would like to host a Summer Fund
Raiser, please feel free to register your event online today.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Harvest Hope also accepts clean Styrofoam egg cartons, which are used to
re-package bulk eggs for distribution, and that parishioners can leave these with
other donated items at the church. Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food
Bank every Monday.

Medical Advice?
A member of the congregation has been diagnosed with kidney cancer and must have that
kidney removed. As this person has no medical insurance, he/she is wondering if anyone knows anything
about getting medical operations done overseas, with any specific suggestions for countries, cities, and
medical facilities. If so, please pass along this information to Rev. Jones.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tues,, April 13, at 7:00 PM in Room 5
in the RE Wing. We will discuss The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at
the Heart of American Power by Jeff Sharlet. Questions may be directed to
Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Poems for Our Fathers
Poet John M. Starino will be officiating Father's Day Service on June 20, 2010. He requests members of
the congregation who wish to participate in this interactive service with poetry dedicated to this theme send
a copy of their poem(s) to his email address jmstar5@aol.com by April 12 in order for him to facilitate the
coordination of this service. This is open to those young and young at heart. Inquiries will be answered by
email received at his address, or call (803)463-8297. He is looking forward to a noteworthy service of
dedication and humor.

UUCF Meeting
The UU Christian Fellowship group will meet on Sun., April 11 at 12:30 p.m. in Classroom 5. A light
lunch of beans and cornbread will be provided. We will be discussing Chapter 5 in Reading the Bible
Again for the First Time by Marcus Borg. Call Sara Damewood at 730-4987 for more information.

Second Annual UUCC Mountain Weekend
Fri., April 23 through Sun., April 25, IT'S NOT TOO LATE
There are still plenty of openings for our spring retreat at The Mountain.
From motel-type rooms in the lodge to cabins for two or more all beds
are regular twin-sized and facilities are all weatherized. This is a great
getaway weekend to relax and do nothing but read and take in the view
and mountain air or to hike, play games, sing around the campfire, walk
the labyrinth or other planned activities with UUCC friends.
Those going or thinking about going plan to attend our pre-trip meeting
on April 11 after the service to answer questions and sign up for activities.
Questions call Joan Watterson - 787-7873.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

www.mountaincenters.org
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Religious Education

April 4th Easter Sunday Intergenerational Service and Potluck
All the children will be a part of this very beautiful service known as the
Flower Communion. Neal and Sonya will be leading a most inspiring
service. The nursery will be open. Please bring dishes for the potluck or
contribute $3.00 per person. Bring baskets for the Easter Egg Hunt. We will
let the children eat first and then call them out for the Hunt.

Fundraising Concert for RE Beautification, A Great Success
Thank you Bethany, Mike P., Ryan, and our musical youth and all the wonderful volunteers who made it
possible for our musical evening, snack bar, and childcare to be a great success. In Bethany's own words,
"It was a great success!! In spite of the tornado warnings we still had about 50 people show up. We
collected $610 at the door and $113 on concessions for a GT of $723! What a team!!!!!!!" And Lisa said,
"WTG everyone! Thanks, Bethany, for pulling it all together so quickly. Ryan was great, as always, and the
kids' did a fantastic job. What a wonderful and talented bunch of youth we have. Makes it a real pleasure
volunteering in RE."

The RE Elementary Social Action: Gift Packages for Children at Sistercare
Branden has been leading the social action with the elementary youth inspired by Anita from the Social
Action Committee. The kids have decorated plastic boxes with lids that will be filled with items from the
kid's wish list had they gone to a shelter and suddenly had to leave all their personal items behind. The
children met in groups last month and came up with their wish list and this month decorated the boxes.

Pennies for Peace Collection Jar on the Stage each Sunday continues!!
Thanks, Morgan, our inspiring Youth Coordinator, for your work on this with the Junior Hi Social
Action. While a penny is virtually worthless, in impoverished countries a penny buys a pencil and opens the
door to literacy. Literacy, for both boys and girls, provides better economic opportunities in the future and
neutralizes the power of extremist leaders. The Central Asia Institute has been establishing schools and
offering children hope for a better future since 1993. Pennies for Peace, a program of the 501(c)3 non-
profit organization along with the Central Asia Institute foundation was created by Greg Mortenson.
Mortenson is the co-founder and executive director of the Central Asia Institute, and co-author of the NY
Times #1 Best-seller, Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace… One School At A Time.

UUCC-RE Summer Camp 2010 will be held July 19-23rd in the RE Wing with outings and activities, 9am
to 2pm. Please let Didi Doggette know if you wish to register or have questions dre@uucolumbia.org, Tel:
546-1290)

Register now: Mountain UU Summer Youth Camps for Elementary/JH/HS
A program filled with a variety of workshops, activities, good food, a safe environment and warm cozy

cabins. Youth participate in all the activities, share with new friends in small get-to-know-you groups, bond
during free time, and contribute to times of fun and reflection.
please contact Sabine Gifford at 828-526-5838, ext 252.) or go online: www.mountaincenters.org

Parent Orientation for RE
Bethany will show you a DVD and explain many important things you need to know as a parent having
your child/youth in our program. Every parent must attend a Parent Orientation. Sign up sheet on RE
Table/please include your phone # or contact Bethany: 419-0760

The RE Wing is a Small Group Ministry
We will be accepting teachers and assistants for the 2010/11 Fall-Spring Sunday programs now. See Didi
to learn more about this spiritual and social endeavor.

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290; email: DRE@uucolumbia.org
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TJD Proposed Name Change

Mayoral Candidates Discuss Homelessness

Before a standing room only crowd at the main branch of the Richland County Public Library, seven
candidates for Mayor of the City of Columbia recently discussed the problem of homelessness in our
community.

The forum, held on March 16, 2010, was co-sponsored by the Midlands Interfaith Homelessness
Action Council, of which our congregation is a part. Hannah Horne of WIS-TV moderated the 90 minute
program.

Only two of the seven candidates spoke in favor of the City contributing financially to the operating
budget of the new Homeless Transition Center. Attorney Stephen Benjamin said the City needs to show
“moral leadership” and not stand on the sidelines in dealing with providing services to its homeless people.
Attorney Stephen Morrison said the City must provide “comprehensive and coordinated solutions”, including
financial support for the Midlands Housing Alliance which has stepped into “the vacuum of leadership” and
raised 12 million dollars for the new Transition Center.

Five candidates did not advocate for City funding for the operations of the new facility, which is
being constructed on the site of the old Salvation Army building on Main Street. These were Kirkman Finlay
III, Joseph Azar, Aaron Johnson, Nammu Muhammad, and Gary Myers Jr. City Councilman Finlay said
there wasn’t enough money to do it, but supported the continuation of the winter shelter.

Several candidates expressed support for funding additional security, including the yellow shirt
patrols downtown.

The Homeless Transition Center has been designed in an appealing urban architectural style, and
will offer a range of residential and intensive case management services. Its executive director, Larry
Arney, will speak at our UUCC service on June 27, 2010.

Submitted by Michael Sullivan, chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Congregational Social Action

The leadership of our district of the Unitarian Universalist Association, the Thomas Jefferson District,
has proposed that the name of our district be changed. The leadership of UUCC wants congregational
guidance for our delegates on their votes at the District Assembly, which will be on May 1.
Accordingly, we are scheduling an informal discussion meeting in the sanctuary on April 18 at 7 PM.
All interested are welcome to come and comment. The first vote at the District meeting will be on
whether to change the name at all. If it passes (a two-thirds majority will be required), we will select a
new name, which will also require a two-thirds majority. The following names have been proposed by
our district leadership, with the leadership’s bases for proposing them:

• Atlantic Southeast - this proposed name reflects on our geography and is consistent with
district names in other parts of the nation, e.g. Pacific Southwest, Pacific Central, and Pacific
Northwest. While it does not relate to our vision, adopting a geographic name is consistent
with many other district names.

• Towne-Jordan - this proposed name draws on our history and covenantal tradition in our
vision as it honors Laura Towne (Unitarian), who founded Penn School (1862) outside of
Beaufort, SC; and Joseph Jordan (Universalist), who founded a church (1887) for Universalists
of color in Norfolk, VA. You can read more about them in the addendum of our board meeting
agenda www.tjdistrict.org/tjdgovernance/minutesandreports.html.

• Toward Justice - this proposed name draws on our future, right relations in our vision, and our
commitment to bending the moral arc of the universe toward justice as sought by Theodore
Parker and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Joe Long, President, Board of Trustees
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, the 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm

April 2010
Sun. 4 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 11 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

April 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee April 8 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
UU Christian Fellowship 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
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