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Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 
   

Apr. 1, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  What is 
science?  How and why? 
11:00 am Sermon Topic:   ―Becoming 
a White Ally of People of Color‖  by 
Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 
 
Apr. 8, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  Evolution and 
room for a greater power. 
11:00 am Service:  Easter Flower 
Communion:  Please bring a flower 
and place it on the front table in the 
sanctuary before the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    

 
Ministerial Musings 

 

Carolyn's Final Gift 
 

 I lost a dear friend when Carolyn McLeod died.  It was a 
friendship that blossomed over lunch.  I used to go to Sumter 
once a week as a psychologist for Palmetto Health's Pastoral 
Counseling Center, and part of my weekly routine was to meet 
Carolyn and Ken for lunch.  That tradition continued after I left 
Pastoral Counseling and became the minister of the UUCC.  
Before long, Carolyn and Ken became members, making the 
long trip over from Sumter nearly every Sunday, and on nearly 
every Sunday they came to Columbia, we would go out to 
lunch, sometimes accompanied by a few others.  We would 
discuss the sermon, religion, secular politics, church politics, 
our respective personal histories, family and friend relations, 
and some mostly innocent gossip.  Carolyn was a close 
confidante, a wise teacher, and a surrogate mother (even 
grown men need a mother). 
 
 She was also a dedicated member of our congregation, 
who gave generously of her time and resources to the place 
which had become what she called her spiritual home.  Having 
grown up in the traditional church, Carolyn said it was a relief 
and an inspiration to belong to a group of kindred spirits who 
encouraged her to be true to her best thoughts and highest 
ideals.  She continued making that trek from Sumter as often 
as she could until cancer forced her to stay home.  Her last gift 
to us was a donation to construct a Memorial Garden.  
Unfortunately, she didn't live long enough to see its brick walls, 
but she was delighted to know that construction was underway.    
 
 An ad hoc committee has composed policies and 
procedures for our Memorial Garden (see below).  Thank you, 
Ann Johnson, for chairing this committee of Barry Ahrendt, 
Tony Ganong of the Funeral Consumer Alliance, Betsy 
Kaemmerlen, Mike Paget, and Erica Patterson.  It will be a few 
more months before the Garden is completed and ready to 
receive cremains.  The first will be those of Carolyn McLeod. 
        
     Neal 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN POLICY AND OPERATING RULES 

       
The Memorial Policy and Operating Rules have been established to assure that the procedures for 
interment and memorializing are carried out in an orderly and consistent manner, and to describe and 
explain the services provided by UUCC in connection with these activities. 
  
MANAGEMENT: The Memorial Garden Committee of UUCC supervises the use, management and 
maintenance of the Memorial Garden.  The Committee has the authority to amend, change or modify 
these operating rules and governs all activities and services relating to the Memorial Garden, subject 
to the approval of the Board of Trustees. 
 
DESCRIPTION:   The Memorial Garden is a sacred space located outside the sanctuary on the 
Heyward Street side of the building.  It is enclosed by a wall and a fence and contains areas for the 
burial of urns as well as a scatter garden.  Urns shall be bought on an individual basis and will be 
made of stone or ceramic or of a biodegradable substance such as cardboard or wood.  Metal urns 
are prohibited to avoid leaching into the ground water.  Burial spaces are 11‖ X 11.‖  Stone markers 
will be placed flush with the ground marking the burial. Attached to the stone marker will be an 
engraved metal plaque.  Metal plaques also will be attached to the wall to memorialize scattered 
cremains. Markers will be ordered and installed by the church to assure uniformity of appearance.  
Plaques will be engraved with the name, date of birth, and date of death, and they will have room for a 
symbol such as a flaming chalice, other religious symbol or a military emblem or a brief epitaph.  
 
The centering structure is used for meditation, remembrance and ceremonial rites. 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  The Memorial Garden is restricted to the interment of: 

a.  Individuals who are members or friends of UUCC at the time of purchase 
b.  Immediate family members regardless of religious affiliation 
c.  Prior members of UUCC or their family members  
d.  Former ministers of UUCC or their immediate family members 
 
―Family members‖ is to be considered in its broadest meaning to include domestic partners, 
spouses, children and step-children, and parents. 

 
Memorial Garden markers are restricted to the same individuals listed above.  Pet cremains may be 
interred with human cremains at the time of burial. 
 
PURCHASE OF BURIAL SITES AND PLAQUES: 
The purchaser of a burial site in the raised beds is allowed to select a site in the raised beds from 
those available and at the discretion of the committee. This purchase in no way gives the purchaser 
ownership in the real property of UUCC.  The legal title to all burial sites remains with UUCC.  Fees 
may change in the future based on recommendations from the Memorial Garden Committee and the 
Board of Trustees. 
 
DOCUMENTATION: The UUCC maintains records including the name and date of burial of all whose 
cremains are interred in the Memorial Garden. 
 
REQUEST TO INTER: A family member, as defined above, must complete a written request for 
interment. Upon payment of fees, cremains may be interred. 
 
LIABILITY: The UUCC members and staff are not liable to any purchaser, heir, successors or assigns 
for unauthorized removal of cremains or for damage caused by malicious mischief, vandalism, 
weather, war, civil disturbances or natural disasters. 
 
MEMORIAL PLAQUES: The Memorial plaques and engraving will be uniform in size and appearance 
as determined by the Memorial Garden Committee. 
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SERVICES:  Memorial services may be held for the burial of cremains.  The memorial service may be 
designed and conducted by the minister of UUCC, but that is not required.  It is the responsibility of 
the family to decide what type of service they desire and to arrange for such. 
 
INTERMENT: The container for burial will be provided by the family or the deceased‘s representative 
who will assume the cost for such.  The spaces designated for interment are 11‖ X 11‖.  Assignment of 
spaces for burial is made by the Memorial Garden Committee in collaboration with the family. 
 
SCATTERING OF CREMAINS: Cremains to be scattered require no container; however the family will 
assume the cost for the metal plaque to be attached to the memorial wall. The scattering of cremains 
may only be done upon completion of the written request and payment of prescribed fees; no ―free‖ 
scattering is allowed. 
 
MANAGEMENT OF THE GARDEN; The Memorial Garden Committee oversees the use of the 
Memorial Garden.  This committee collects the funds, manages the space, maintains the records, sets 
the fee schedules, and uses the funds for the upkeep of the garden.  These funds shall be placed in a 
restricted account under the oversight of the Committee and of the UUCC treasurer.   
 
FEE SCHEDULE: 
The following initial fee schedule will be followed: 
 

 Memorial Wall Plaque: $100 plus the cost of engraving for scattered cremains 

 11‖ x 11‖ inurnment site: $500 for buried cremains, which includes the cost of the stone marker 
and the metal plaque, plus the cost of engraving    

 

 

                           

      Community Chalice 
  

We extend our appreciation to… 

Don and Carol Dodson, for donating a new dishwasher to our kitchen, and to Jeff Kruse for 
installing it. 
 
Robin Scherer and Ivy Coleman for hosting the Youth Group camping trip at their Beaufort home 
March 16-18. Thanks also to chaperones Sonya Jones, Mike Walker and Dana Gilchrist. 
Kenny, Connor, Cleome and Karlyn for their hard work at the UUCC Youth Group car wash March 

25. Thanks also to our adult helpers: Morgan Gauthreaux, Madonna Gauthreaux, Barbie 

Seymour, Andrea Derrick, Walter Patterson, Sonya Jones and Mike Walker. 

Trish Jerman and Amanda Segura of the UUCC Green Committee for leading the March 25 Social 

Action lesson for RE and to Michelle Andre for helping to coordinate. We also appreciate the many 

volunteers who assisted--Bethany Storlazzi, Sarah Pregnall and Sarah Corbett. 

Karen Murphy for trimming shrubbery and removing weeds on our playground and for assisting the 

youth group with planning for Project Runaway Runway. 

 

We extend our congratulations to... 

Gareth Fenley, who has received the 2012 National Multicultural Award for the National Alliance for 
Mental Illness (NAMI). 
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Paul Kinosian, who started a new job this week at Pace Global Energy Services as an energy 
consultant. 
 
Chris Paget, who has received a grant to do research and lab work at the University of Tokushima in 
Japan from June 12 to August 22.  He will be studying the removal of aquatic pharmaceutical 
contaminants from wastewater, as these are not fully removed by modern wastewater treatment and 
re-enter our environment unchanged.   
 
Ginger Seymour for being selected as a participant in the UU Service Committee's Just Works Civil 
Rights Journey.  This summer Ginger will travel by bus from Atlanta, Ga., to the historic cities of 
Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma, Ala. There, she will meet and hear directly from some of the 
courageous people who worked to desegregate schools, register new voters, and bring an end to 
racial discrimination in the United States.  Along the way, she will learn about the progressive, 
nonviolent organizing techniques used by civil-rights activists and how they are still being used today 
— to advance rights for workers, immigrants, and LGBTQ people; to work toward economic justice 
through the Occupy movement; and more.  Ginger is a senior at the SC Governor's School for Arts 
and Humanities.  She has dedicated her time and talents to mentoring young people and to 
volunteering with various organizations committed to equality and justice. 
 
 
We extend our support and condolences to… 
 
Cecil Myers, who is continuing his recovery at Palmetto Baptist from an auto accident. 
 

Thank You’s 
 

Dear Reverend Jones and the UUCC, we would like to thank you all, both for selecting 
Affordable Housing Resources as your February Share the Plate recipient and for your very 
generous donation of $1,275.  Your gift will supplement our operating fund and insure that 
we can continue to provide affordable housing to Columbia’s low-income and homeless 
families.  Thank you again, Jill Moylan, Board Chair, and Bob Amundson. 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 

Pledge Cards 
 Please turn in your PLEDGE CARDS ON OR BY Sunday APRIL 8th!  None of us like making 
or receiving those pesky phone calls or home visits necessary to complete the pledge canvass each 
year!  As members, you have already made a commitment to support our UUCC community with your 
annual pledges, and we can't close out the canvass and start planning next year's budget until we 
have heard back from ALL OUR MEMBERS.  The Pledge Table will remain set up in the social hall 
after services on April 1st and 8th.  Thanks for your cooperation, and any questions can be addressed 
to Sue Thayer (404)702-0838 or sthayer@sc.rr.com. 
 
Cancellation 
 Please note:  The River Presentation Series will be rescheduled.  There will be no programs 
on April 1 or April 8. 
 
April Share the Plate 
 Half of our cash collected each Sunday in April will go to the NAMIWalks Organization, which 
is the largest and most successful mental illness awareness event in America. Through NAMIWalks‘ 
public, active display of support for people affected by mental illness, they are changing American 
communities and ensuring that help and hope is available for those in need. The funds raised will be 
used to provide free educational and support programs for individuals and families impacted by 

mailto:sthayer@sc.rr.com
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mental illness, support advocacy efforts and underwrite new programs and services to meet growing 
demand.  www.nami.org. 

 
New Art Exhibit at UUCC, March 25―April 29 

Works by Fairoozan Abdalla 

       

 We are happy to introduce Fairoozan Abdalla through an exhibition of some of her art― 
primarily done in watercolor and acrylic, but including colored pencil and a craft technique called 
quilling. 
 Fairoozan was born in Baghdad, Iraq, and has painted and drawn since childhood.  After 
completing a Bachelor degree in painting from the Art Academy at Baghdad University she began her 
professional career.  She taught art in Iraqi schools for more than ten years, worked as an 
engineering map painter for Baghdad‘s Ministry of Electricity, and, after leaving Iraq, taught art in 
Yemeni schools (Sana‘a) for more than three years. 
 Fairoozan and her adult son, Aumer Hadi, now live in Columbia, SC, where in 2011, she 
exhibited paintings at a Refugee Day exhibit at the main library as well as in an area-wide 
International Festival.  Also in 2011, Fairoozan participated in a Refugee Conference and art show 
that took place in Washington, D.C. with artists from across the nation. 
 Before relocating to Columbia, she had participated in several joint and one-person shows.  
We are delighted to have learned of her work through the SC Arts Commission and Lutheran Family 
Services and to offer her exposure to our local community. 
 Fairoozan whose strong design often incorporates patterns from nature as a framework, is 
concerned with light, color, edge control and paint quality.  You can enjoy more of her artistry at 
www.fairozanart.com. 
 
Google Apps Training 
 Please join Mike Allen of the Technology Services Committee for Google Apps Training.  
These classes are open to any committee, staff, board member, and program group associated with 
UUCC.  Wednesday, March 28, 6:30pm, offers an overview of what services are available.  
Thursday March 29 is by appointment only between 6:30pm to 9:30pm and are detailed ―How may 
we help you?" sessions. 
 
Volunteers Needed for Hogwarts Summer 
 If you‘ve ever dreamed of being a Professor of Charms, Care of Magical Creatures or 
Divination, here‘s your chance. Our Hogwarts Summer will be a full-fledged theatrical presentation, 
with adult volunteers assuming witch/wizard personalities (and dressing the part, if you‘d like!) and 
teaching a variety of fun lessons in various subjects. If you‘re interested in volunteering for either the 
camp or RE Sunday lessons, please email dre@uucolumbia.org. Volunteers must sign an ethics 
agreement and undergo a background check. 
 
Adult RE “Articulating Your UU Faith” Final Class Thursday, March 29 
 Join us for the final class facilitated by Rev. Neal Jones and newcomer Keitha Whitaker.  We 
will begin with a potluck in the social hall at 6:00. 
 
Final Adult RE Yoga Class, Saturday March 31, 10:00-11:15  
 Join us for Sarah Corbett‘s final Yoga class for persons of different abilities and ages. This 
exciting and free series will be an introduction to both some basic yoga movements and some of the 
background behind yoga. 
 
 

http://www.fairozanart.com/
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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    UU COFFEEHOUSE SATURDAY, MARCH 31 
          Free Planet Radio, www.freeplanetradio.com.  Free Planet Radio is becoming one of the most 
exciting ensembles in world music today. Comprised of River Guerguerian, award-winning multi-
percussionist and composer; Eliot Wadopian, two-time Grammy-award winner on string and electric 
bass and 19-year member of the Paul Winter Consort; and Chris Rosser, accomplished pianist, 
composer and producer, renowned for his outstanding performances on a variety of indigenous 
stringed instruments. Their individual talents have garnered worldwide recognition in Carnegie Hall, 
the Hong Kong World Music Festival, the Sydney Opera House, and the Madrid International Jazz 
Festival.            
           The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward Street, the corner of Heyward 
and Woodrow Streets, in Shandon.   Tickets are $13 for adults and $5 for high school and college 
students with a reservation request left at 1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the 
number of tickets you need, and pay at the door. Without reservations, tickets are $15 and $7. 
Children through 8th grade are free with a paying adult.  Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 
8:00. For more information, visit uucoffeehouse.org. 
 
Pancake Breakfast April 1 
 Join us in the Social Hall from 9-10:30 a.m. Sunday, April 1 for our monthly Pancake 
Breakfast, featuring fresh local strawberries and cream with our traditional whole wheat buttermilk 
pancakes. Cost is $5 per adult for all-you-can-eat pancakes, $1 for a child‘s plate (one pancake and 
juice). Proceeds benefit the summer 2012 Youth Trip to Boston. 
 

 

 
 

Meet Author Katherine Stewart This Sunday, April 1 at 6:00 pm 
 The Columbia chapter of Americans United for Separation of Church & State will host 
Katherine Stewart, author of the newly published The Good News Club: The Christian Right’s Stealth 
Assault on America’s Children, an expose of the well-funded, highly coordinated effort by 
Fundamentalists to proselytize ―unchurched‖ children at public schools.  You may purchase a copy of 
the book at the 6:00 meeting, which will be held at the UUCC.  To learn more about Ms. Stewart and 
her book, please refer to http://www.thegoodnewsclub.com/book. 
 
 

http://www.freeplanetradio.com/
http://www.thegoodnewsclub.com/book
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Faith, Practice, and Early Christianity 
 I am writing to tell you about an exciting lectureship that is coming up on Thursday, April 5 at 
7:30 pm here on the USC campus.  The lectureship in New Testament and Early Christianity 
promises to be a stimulating one this year, as we welcome Krista Tippet as the guest lecturer.  Krista 
is the Peabody Award winning broadcaster and host of On Being, public radio‘s weekly program about 
―religion, meaning, ethics and ideas.‖ 
 Krista‘s lecture topic will be ―The Mystery and Art of Living‖ and she will explore the being and 
doing of spiritual life that our world so desperately needs in the 21st Century.  The lecture will be held 
in the Belk Auditorium in the Moore School of Business.  In conjunction with the lecture, a symposium 
will also be held on the afternoon of April 5, at 2:00 pm in Rutledge Chapel on the USC Horseshoe.  
The symposium is titled ―Faith, Practice, and Early Christianity.‖  Best Wishes, Mary Anne Fitzpatrick, 
Dean, USC. 
 
Items Needed for Project Runaway Runway Entries 
 The UUCC Youth Group has two entries in Project Runaway Runway, and we‘re in need of 
several materials to craft our designs. Donations are needed by April 8 and should be placed in the 
marked box in Room 5. Items needed include:  

 Dried out markers 

 Potato chip bags 

 Soda can tabs (will be donated to Ronald McDonald House after PRR) 

 Old tablecloths 

 Playing cards 

 Crayons 

 Vinyl records 

 Purple plastic bags (e.g. newspaper bags) 

 Caution tape 

 Christmas lights 
 
Volunteers Needed for April 8 Flower Communion, Potluck, Egg Hunt 
 We‘re in need of children, youth and adult volunteers for the April 8 Flower Communion, 
which will be followed by a potluck lunch and Easter egg hunt. We need music performers for the 
prelude and postlude, several people for readings, young children to pass out warm fuzzies during the 
service, and youth and adults to hide eggs on the playground as well as set up and clean up for the 
potluck. Our Flower Communion Multigenerational Service will be held on Sunday, April 8 during the 
regular worship time. Everyone is invited to bring a flower to share with another congregant as we 
celebrate this unique Unitarian Universalist tradition. Please email dre@uucolumbia.org if you can 
help or for more information. 
 
Women’s Book Group 
           The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, April 10, at 7:00 PM in Room 5. We will 
discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. Anyone with questions may contact 
Sandy Chubon, 776-0784 or sjchubon@sc.rr.com. 
 
Annual UUCC Mountain Retreat April 13 - 15 
      The Mountain is a camp and conference center that was purchased over 30 years ago by the 
Southeast District to provide a venue for children‘s‘ summer camps and group gatherings throughout 
the year. It is located in the Appalachian range near Highlands, NC and is actually a mountain called 
Little Scaley, rising to an altitude of over 4,100 feet. 
      The UUCC is fortunate to have a standing spot every spring for our congregation to meet and 
enjoy a weekend together. This year‘s weekend falls on April 13-15. We are provided with a variety of 
places to stay from ‗The Lodge‘ with motel-like facilities to camp cabins that are ideal for families. 
 So all ages please consider coming. Any child under 18 must have an adult responsible for 
them.  Registration forms can be found on the table under the windows in the Fellowship Hall. Any 
questions contact Ann Johnson at 799-8022 or annj@logicsouth.com.  

mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
mailto:sjchubon@sc.rr.com
mailto:annj@logicsouth.com
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Join us for Bark To The Park in April! 
 Did you know that 19,500 dogs, cats, puppies and kittens are killed every year in Lexington 
and Richland County animal shelters?  Pawmetto Lifeline is having their annual fund-raiser on April 
14 to take some of these animals off death row. You can join us at Finlay Park, with or without your 
dog, for the one-mile walk; or you can sign up as a ―virtual walker‖ and contribute money on behalf of 
our team.  Last year we got great visibility for the church as the whole team wore our UUAM (UU 
Animal Ministry) T-shirts that Sue Thayer made for us (and our dogs wore matching scarves.:-) 
 After the walk, we‘ll go to the festival at Finlay, which has every kind of animal item you can 
imagine, from food to doggie skirts; it‘s open to all participants.  Last year they even had a swimming 
pool for the dogs. 
 If you‘d like to walk (literally or virtually) for our team, contact Anita Grossman 
(anitaj48@aol.com). For more information about the walk, go to <www.barktothepark.com>. 
 
Congregational Update 
 Please join me and other board members for a Congregational Update (what we used to call 
Congregational Conversations) on Sunday, April 22 after the service. We will review the status of the 
annual canvass and budget process, discuss the completion of our building and grounds renovations, 
and present our new UUCC vision statement as developed by the Shared Ministry Committee and 
approved by the Board of Trustees. All members and friends are invited to attend.  Barry Ahrendt, 
UUCC Board President. 
 
Beltane Crafter’s Fair April 29 
 Attention all UUCC crafters, bakers, artists, etc.—the Beltane Crafter‘s Fair returns this year 
on Sunday, April 29 immediately following the worship service, and we can‘t wait to see your 
wonderful crafts and homemade goodies! We‘ll have several tables available on the lawn as we 
dance around the May Pole and celebrate Beltane. There is no charge to reserve a table, but please 
consider donating a portion of your proceeds to our RE program. Registration forms are available on 
the shelf outside the DRE‘s office. For more information, email dre@uucolumbia.org. 
 
GIGANTIC Yard Sale May 19... 

 We can make this sale gigantic if you bring all the stuff you don't 
want or need---and ask your neighbors for theirs!!  We welcome furniture 
and appliances in particular (they're the best sellers), as well as other 
household items.  Children's clothing is also welcome, but no adult clothing 
please.  Just make sure the items are in good condition: something you 
would buy!  
 We plan to have tables inside the social hall as well as outside.  
We're hoping that our kids will want to sell food and other items they collect 
to fund their Boston trip.  Vendors (jewelry, soap, etc.) are also welcome 
and will charged only a 20%-of-profits space fee. 

 We have cleaned half of our church basement so we have considerable storage space.  
Please bring your items any Sunday between now and May 13.  If you want to bring something to the 
church during the week, give us a call (782-9468) or email (patmohr@mindspring.com); we'll make 
sure the basement is open.  Then, the week before the sale, we're going to rent a truck so we can 
pick up larger/heavier items (in-town only---the mileage fees on these trucks is enormous).  We will 
pass along more details about all of this, including a schedule for helping with sale, as we get nearer 
to the date. 
 PLEASE, PLEASE bring in your stuff.  Help us make this our biggest sale ever! 
Pat & Don Mohr 
 
Signs and Plants 
 The Interiors Committee is requesting there be no posting of signs, programs, nor 
announcements in the foyer. If one group is allowed to do it others will be doing it too. We don‘t want 
to clutter up the beautifully renovated foyer. We're sorry there isn't more space for signs until the 

mailto:anitaj48@aol.com
http://www.barktothepark.com/
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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stage is gutted and a new wall built. Feel free to post your signs on the room divider in the social hall if 
it‘s a time sensitive activity. 
 Plants and flowers. Again for the sake of not overdoing it in the foyer and social hall, please let 
Regina Moody know if you would like to contribute or decorate with plants and flowers. 
 Thank you, The Interiors Committee 
 

 

News From the UUCC Green Corner  
 Spring showers do bring on beautiful May flowers, but did you know that water which runs into 
the storm drains, whether it be from a afternoon thunderstorm, sprinklers in your yard, or your 
neighbor washing a car, goes directly to our rivers and not a wastewater treatment plant?  
Consequently, SC waterways are susceptible to many pollutants including yard waste, car oil, 
pesticides, fertilizers, animal droppings, trash, food wastes, automotive by-products and other toxic 
substances. Sustainable Midlands is partnering with the City of Columbia in an initiative to mark the 
city's storm drains with plaques that say "Flows Directly to River." They are looking for volunteers to 
assist with this important project.  If you are interested, contact sustainable midlands at  
CleanWater@sustainablemidlands.org or contact The Green Committee Chair below.  If we have 
enough people, we will volunteer as a group.   
 Earth Day is less than one month away!  Stay tuned for announcements of exciting local 
events, including some at the UUCC, to commemorate this day.    

 If you would like more information about the UUCC Green Committee contact Michelle Andra 
at uugreengirl@gmail.com or call (828) 545-3069.  

 

Change in Meeting Dates for Board of Trustees 
 The Board of Trustees has changed its meeting dates from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month beginning in March, 2012.  This change was made to give the Treasurer 
and Finance Committee time to review and prepare reports for the Board on the prior month's 

mailto:uugreengirl@gmail.com
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financial statements.  Board meetings start at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall, and all members are 
welcome to attend. 
 

Transitions Homeless Center Library Now Open!  
            DONATIONS and VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Please consider volunteering for any of the 
following 2 hour shifts: 4-6pm or 7-9pm Tuesdays and Thursdays; 1-3pm Sundays.  Or perhaps you 
have an older comfy armchair or end table you're no longer using?  Of course, donations of the 
following book categories will also be happily accepted and pick-up service can be arranged: National 
Geographics, Biographies and Autobiographies, Gardening and Nature Guides, Children's Books, 
Self-help, Westerns, Crafts, Movie DVD's. Contact Sue Thayer @ 404-702-0838 or 
sthayer@sc.rr.com. 
 

This I Value 
 
 As a part of our pledge drive, we have been hearing from various members what they value 
about our unique community of faith.  Here are the "testimonies" of Joe Long and Trish Gibson:  
             Neal 
 

Joe Long 
 
 Compared to other faith traditions, I believe Unitarian Universalism answers some questions 
similarly and others very differently.  Questions on the general topic of what happens to our 
consciousnesses after death I think we generally set aside on the basis of not having the necessary 
information.  Questions about the physical universe, our place in it, and our origin as a species we 
tend not to regard as appropriate religious topics, because there‘s a more suitable and effective tool, 
science, developed during the last few centuries by people including Unitarians Joseph Priestley, 
Charles Darwin, and John Archibald Wheeler. 
 
 The questions that we and other faith traditions regard as religious in their nature fall broadly in 
the realm of ethics: what does it mean to be a good woman or man, and how do we decide in 
situations not previously addressed?  Even here, although we agree on many of the questions, I 
believe our approach is different in two important ways. 
 
 The first is that we listen to, and even seek, the inspirations of all of humanity.  There‘s no 
sense that this idea is in our faith tradition, and therefore good, and this other idea is not, and 
therefore to be ignored.  Although our tradition grew out of Christianity, there are certainly aspects of 
Christian doctrine, such as inherited sin and the associated talking snake, which few of us would 
regard as important.  Conversely, since the nineteenth century we‘ve been reading Eastern texts, 
seeking ideas not in our direct tradition.  Sometime, look at the readings in the back of the hymnal, as 
I did when I first joined a UU church in 1974.  To me, this diversity of potential sources is one of the 
distinctive features of our faith as it now exists.   
 
 Second, we can derive knowledge and understanding equally well from sources outside 
religion as it‘s traditionally understood, like psychology. 
 
 So what keeps me here?  An ethical sense and foundation that I can take seriously.  Maybe 
have to, because it‘s based on roots I take seriously.  Even better, because it‘s not just a list of rules, 
it isn‘t limited to the situations contemplated by the rule makers. 
 
 So let‘s see what I‘ve learned in three UU churches over almost 40 years, keeping in mind that 
they‘re mine personally and not endorsed by any other person or body: 

 One‘s worth as a person is independent of accidents of birth. 

 We humans are imperfect, not inherently bad or damaged. 

 Others have the same right to expect integrity from me as I have the right to expect integrity 
from them. 

 To a first approximation, people like to be treated the same way I do.  This one shows up in 
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the ethical aspects of many faith traditions under many names and formulations. 

 Other people are not obligated to behave in any situation in the way I would.  Conversely, I am 
not obligated to behave the way someone else would in the same situation.  This in essence is 
a qualification of the previous one. 

 Generosity of spirit and goods is both virtuous and likely to be reciprocated. 

 Good and ethical people may well formulate their ethics and principles differently than I do 
mine. 

 I can learn from the people around me, whether they are consciously teaching me or not.  
Furthermore, those who are closer to enlightenment are particularly suitable examples and 
teachers, and this tends to be a good place to find them.  However, I‘m not obligated to accept 
anyone‘s teaching thoughtlessly. 

 Others‘ happiness is an appropriate goal for me to pursue. 
 

 People who know me well also know how much trouble I have living according to these 
principles.  I kind of infer that most other people have trouble living up to their best principles.  That‘s 
another reason to get together. We can share encouragement and insights with one another.  Here, 
our overlapping value systems give us more to say to, and hear from, each other. 
 
 We have no source of ideas outside the human mind.   
 
 Actually, I think that‘s true of everybody, but there are those who find their ideas are more 
convincing when they are attributed to someone who is either outside the normal population of 
humanity or outside humanity altogether.  Oddly, all those outside entities have a lot of trouble 
agreeing on very much, but some of them sure have a lot of rules. 
 
 I‘ll take people, thank you, people like those around me here.  You‘re more than enough. 
 

Trish Gibson 
 
 How did I get here?  Why did I join the UUCC and why do I keep coming back?  Why do I 
value this congregation so much that I‘m willing to torture myself by having to stand up here in front of 
everyone and speak?  The answer to that is in the journey I have made through life to arrive at this 
moment.   
 
 I grew up in an Episcopal church in the Upstate of South Carolina.  I didn‘t know it at the time 
but I was lucky:  my church was small and very informal and the people were kind.  The clothes you 
wore didn‘t matter, just that you came.  It was the 1970s then and the atmosphere was one of love 
and acceptance; there was no angry god, just the comfort of God‘s peace. 
 
 Like many young people, I drifted away from the church when I went off to college.  I got 
married then divorced, moved around, remarried and had children.  Each time I moved I would find a 
church and go a few times but nothing ever clicked and felt right, the way it did in the church I‘d where 
grown up.   
 
 In 1998 my family and I moved from Florida back to the Upstate and I returned to that little 
church, where everyone knew me and I expected to find everything still the same.  I looked forward to 
my children enjoying what I‘d had growing up:  a place where they were accepted and loved, not 
judged or chastised. 
  
 You may be familiar with Thomas Wolfe‘s book, You Can’t Go Home Again, wherein the main 
character discovers that the small town he grew up in now exists only in his memory because he has 
outgrown the town and the town itself has changed and moved on from what it used to be, as is the 
nature of both time and human beings.  
  
 That‘s what I found too, that my little church had changed and so had I.  It left me with a 
puzzled feeling I didn‘t really understand.  At the time I decided it was just that there were so many 
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new people and I was more concerned that my children had to be made to go on Sunday mornings—
that‘s what good Moms did, right?  Mostly I just felt guilty that we didn‘t attend very often.  I didn‘t feel 
like I was missing anything by not going, rather the dilemma was that I believed I should go; I should 
take my children to church on Sundays.   
 
 In June of 2008, we moved to Columbia.  That summer, the kids and I took walks around our 
new neighborhood, all through Rosewood and Shandon, enjoying both the sidewalks and the shade 
trees and I discovered an Episcopal church.  It was much the same as any other Episcopal church.  I 
began to suspect the problem was me and focused on finding the source of my discomfort.  I couldn‘t 
get through the service anymore because the rituals I‘d previously found comforting, where one 
recites verses like the Lord‘s Prayer and the Nicene Creed, I realized I no longer believed in.  And 
forget forcing my children to attend—I couldn‘t do that either.  
  
 I kept walking around the neighborhood and one day noticed a different building.  ―What‘s a 
Unitarian Universalist?‖ I asked myself.  So I went online and found the UUFC‘s website and came to 
the next service.  That was in April of 2009.  It was a joining service and listening to everyone‘s stories 
made me feel I‘d come home. I was so excited to find people who asked questions in life and who 
considered important the same values I did—values I wanted to pass on to my children.  I requested 
that my children please attend one service each and let them know I‘d respect their decisions after 
that.  You know the rest of the story:  Erin and Connor moved right in and you are part of their family 
now too. 
 
 So, you see, Thomas Wolfe was wrong.  I have come home again.  You all are my home and 
my children‘s home.  We feel loved and accepted here.  Thank you. 
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UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of March 2012 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on March 21, 2012 from 6:33 PM to 9:15 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, President, chaired 
the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.   

Financial Issues 

 Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through February 29, 2012.  Pledges 
continue coming in ahead of schedule, with $139,255 received versus $136,147 budgeted.  Overall 
revenues are almost exactly as projected, at $153,068.  Overall expenses continue coming in 
under budget at $147,271 due to lower utility bills, less debt service, and lower staffing expenses 
incurred.  The posting of two additional items will bring our effective surplus to $3,000.   

 The Board approved the expenditure of up to $6,000 for professional installation of permeable 
pavers by the sitting wall in the new courtyard, and for repair of a downspout and soffit in the corner 
of the lobby and the social hall.  Lower bids are anticipated.  These funds will come from monies 
not spent in the construction reserves and from savings realized on a later start of higher debt 
service payments for the construction project.  The Board also authorized $400 for the purchase of 
new sod in the construction area. 

 The Board approved the recommendations of the Finance Committee, assisted by David Crockett, 
to implement several follow-up measures arising from the outside financial review conducted by 
Jackie Breland, CPA, in 2011.  These include documentation and periodic review of financial 
policies and procedures, and creation of a conflict of interest statement for Board members and 
employees.     

 Ivy Coleman and Robin Scherer are developing the proposed 2012-2013 budget with the Finance 
Committee.  There was discussion of anticipated needs including our installation ceremony and 
celebration for Rev. Dr. Neal Jones.  Pat Mohr, co-past president, reported we have reached 75% 
of our canvass goal of $195,000 in pledges.   
 

Mission, Vision, and Values Statements 
Jessica Kross, chair of the Shared Ministry Committee, presented their recommendations for mission, 
vision, and values statements as requested by the Board.  The Board approved their recommendations.  
The mission statement will continue unchanged as it appears on the last page of the Order of Service.  The 
vision statement is: ―Our vision is an inclusive community of love, truth, justice, stewardship and service 
within and beyond these walls.‖  The values statement is the congregational covenant that appears in the 
beginning of the Order of Service (―Love is the doctrine of this congregation…‖) 
 
Building and Grounds Priorities 
Jerry Cover, chair of the Building and Grounds Committee, identified their priorities among various spending 
requests the Board has received.  These are for new door locks of the coded, keyless type; Memorial 
Garden features and landscaping; and an annual HVAC maintenance contract.  There was also discussion 
of the need to renovate the sanctuary windows and the hazardous material abatement costs this will entail.   
 
Memorial Garden Policy and Procedures 
Ann Johnson, president-elect, presented the Memorial Garden Policy and Operating Rules developed by 
the ad hoc committee which she chaired for this purpose.  The Board approved the policy and operating 
rules with minor amendments.  The Memorial Garden will be a sacred space with a centering structure used 
for meditation, remembrance, and ceremonial rites.  It will contain areas for the burial of urns as well as a 
scatter garden. The policy and rules address eligibility, purchase of burial sites and plaques, 
documentation, requests to inter, liability, memorial plaques, services, interment, scattering of cremains, 
management of the garden, and fee schedule.  It will be published in the Unigram and posted on our 
website.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 

     

 

    RE Calendar 

 Sunday, April 1: Pancake Breakfast, 9-10:30 a.m., Social Hall 

 Sunday, April 1: Youth Group Meeting, 12:30 p.m., Room 5 

 Sunday, April 8: Flower Communion Multigenerational Service  
 followed by Potluck and Easter Egg Hunt  

 Sunday April 8: Youth Group Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Room 5 
 

  
 
Upcoming RE Lessons 
April 1: 

 Preschool: Children‘s Chapel, Council of All Beings, Room 6 

 K-2nd & 3rd-5th:  Children‘s Chapel, Council of All Beings, Room 8 

 6th-8th (Neighboring Faiths): ―Values & Actions: Quakers & Humanists,‖ Room 7 

 9th-12th (Coming of Age): ―Don‘t Believe,‖ Room 5 

April 8: 
Flower Communion Multigenerational Service; everyone other than nursery will remain in 
worship service 

Junior Choir Schedule 

 April 1: Rehearse at 10:20 a.m. (Room 8) & Perform During Service 

 April 8: Rehearse at 10:20 a.m. (Room 8) & Perform During Service 

 
Bark to the Park Art Contest Entries Due April 1 
 The UUCC Animal Ministry Committee is sponsoring an artwork contest for Bark to the Park 
and invites all UUCC children and youth to submit entries. All artwork must be submitted to Lisa 
Eason by April 1. Prizes will be awarded in three different age groups. Email dre@uucolumbia.org for 
more information 
 
Youth Group to Meet Following Service April 1 
 The UUCC Youth Group will meet in Room 5 Sunday, April 1 at 12:30 to work on their Project 
Runaway Runway Designs. 
 
Youth Group to Participate in Runaway Runway 
 The UUCC Youth Group will submit two entries for Project Runaway Runway April 21. Youth 
will meet the next several weeks to continue designing and assembling their recycled fashion 
creations, and models and designers must attend a rehearsal on Thursday, April 19 from 6-8 p.m. 
On the day of the show, models and designers must be in attendance from 4 p.m.-approximately 10 
p.m. Youth who would like to participate and/or attend must turn in a completed permission form; 
blank forms are available on the shelf outside the DRE‘s office. 
 
Just A Few Openings Remain for Hogwarts Camp 
 Our Hogwarts Summer Camp has only a few spots remaining, so sign up ASAP if you‘d like to 
attend. There are two openings June 11-15, one opening June 25-29 and three openings July 23-27. 
Don‘t miss your chance to take part in this fun summer camp! Camp brochures and registration forms 
are available on the shelf outside the DRE‘s office. Please email dre@uucolumbia for more 
information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 
 
 

March 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Wed., & Fri.    7:00 am Social Hall 

Board Meeting 3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class May 13th 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 3
rd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Alcove 

UU Humanist  4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation May 20th 12:15 pm Classroom # 8  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 5 

Rentals    

American United April 1
st
 Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-647-9283  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  9:30 am and  
6:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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The Unigram           
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

  
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
 
====================================================================== 
 

The Mission of the UUCC is: 
To nurture and respect each other in our spiritual growth and pursuit of meaning, and  
to create a welcoming and engaging environment through which we work for positive change in our 
community and the world. 

 

Our Vision is: 
An inclusive community of love, truth, justice, stewardship, and service within and beyond these walls. 

 

Our Values are: 
Love is the doctrine of this congregation, 
The quest for truth is its sacrament, 
And service is its prayer. 
To dwell together in peace, 
To seek knowledge in freedom, 
To serve others in community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., Apr. 8, 
which will be published on Wed., Apr. 11.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


