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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Religious Education:
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for
children ages 3 through 12th grade

March 27, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Why is there
war against women?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The Faces
of Grief” by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones

April 3, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Waiting for
Dinosaurs to Die: Technology
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Moving
Beyond Mourning” by Rev. Dr. Neal
Jones

April 10, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: What should
we do about Libya?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The
People Speak” by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones
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Ministerial Musings

Ambulances and Fences

In a recent sermon, I talked about the two responses to
suffering that congregations and religious organizations
typically offer. The more popular response is charity -- giving
our time, food, and money to help the hungry, the homeless,
and the hopeless. On the second Sunday of each month, our
congregation participates in charitable giving with our Share the
Plate collection, through which we donate all the cash collected
in our offering to a local charity. For three successive Share
the Plate collections, we will be contributing to Homeless
Helping Homeless, an organization of homeless citizens who
promote self-reliance and civic responsibility among the
homeless through activities such as community gardens and
adopt-a-block. So far, we have collected a whopping $512 and
$739 for HHH. I believe charity is a popular response to
suffering because nearly all of us have a natural empathy with
others in pain. Because we have experienced pain, we know
something of what others in pain must be feeling.

The other, less popular, response to suffering is social
action. This response takes a broader, more systemic view of
suffering. It asks what about our social, political, and economic
system is causing hunger, homelessness, and hopelessness,
and then it sets about to change the system to make it more
just and equitable. We Unitarian Universalists have a long
history of working for social and economic justice, and several
members of our congregation were following in the footsteps of
our UU forebears the other Saturday when we joined the rally
at the Statehouse to protest our legislature's immoral budget
cuts. I was so pleased that everyone there could see the
UUCC with our "Standing on the Side of Love" banner.

Social action is less popular that charitable giving
because it is more difficult in two ways. It requires the
intellectual ability to understand the systemic causes of
problems, and it requires the moral fortitude to confront and
transform the status quo. In fact, it may be argued that charity
without social action enables social and economic injustices by
assuaging the consequences without preventing the causes.

Cont’d. on Page 2
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Cont’d. from Page 1

The difference between the two approaches is captured brilliantly in a 1895 poem by Joseph
Malens, “The Ambulance Down in the Valley”, which many of you have requested from my recent sermon:

'Twas a dangerous cliff, as they freely confessed,
Though to walk near its crest was so pleasant,
But over its terrible edge there had slipped,
A duke and full many a peasant.

So the people said something would have to be
done,
but their projects did not at all tally.
Some said, "Put a fence around the edge of the
cliff,"
Some, "An ambulance down in the valley."

But the cry for the ambulance carried the day,
for it spread through the neighboring city,
A fence may be useful or not, it is true,
But each heart became moved with pity.

For those who slipped over that dangerous cliff;
and the dwellers on highway and alley
Gave pounds and gave pence not to put up a fence,
but an ambulance down in the valley.

"For the cliff is all right, if you're careful," they said,
"And, if folks even slip and are dropping,
it isn't the slipping that hurts them so much
As the shock down below when they're stopping."

So day after day, as these mishaps occurred,
Quick forth would those rescuers sally
To pick up the victims who fell off the cliff,
With their ambulance down in the valley.

Then an old sage remarked, "It’s a marvel to me
that people give far more attention
to repairing the results than to stopping the cause,
when they’d much better aim at prevention.

"Let us stop at its source all this hurt," cried he.
"Come, neighbors and friends, let us rally.
If the cliff we will fence, we might almost dispense
with the ambulance down in the valley."

I am proud to be a part of a religious tradition that has the intellectual awareness and moral
fortitude to build fences, but of course, there is no reason why we can't support ambulances, as well.

Neal
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Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to...

Lee Minghi, who is relieved that her recent lumpectomy went well and that her recuperation is on
schedule. We are crossing our fingers that follow-up treatment will be completely adequate and minimal.

We extend our congratulations to…

Kristine and Tam Tran, who gave birth to Elliott Tam Tran on March 1st. He weighed 7 lbs., 8 oz. and
was 19 inches tall.

We extend our appreciation to…

Michael Allen, Chris Cooper, Jerry Cover, Dave Crockett, Brad Edwards, Trish, Erin, and Connor
Gibson, Supratim Gupta, Elizabeth Harris, Cleome and Karlyn Hubbell, Beth, Dillon, and Rosemary
Johnson, Charles, Sophia, Nohl, and Drew Johnson, Ana Baez and Avalee Trammell
Jones, Matthew Kopcho, David Long, Joe Long, Don and Pat Mohr, Andrea, Tyler, and Spencer
Pixley, Eve Ross, and Bethany Storlazzi for giving helping hands to our playground "Disassembly Day"
on Saturday. And a special thank-you to our Religious Ed Chair, Sonya Jones, for organizing the event.
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September Set
On Friday March 25th we resume our 4th-Friday potlucks at 6:00 pm in the Social Hall.
Hope to see you.....Jan Fulcher

Playground Work Day March 26
Work on our playground continues Saturday, March 26 beginning at 8:30 a.m. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com. Many thanks to those who volunteered on
March 19 for disassembly day; we had a great turnout and got a LOT of work done.

Visitor Orientation
If you are new to UUCC, you are invited to the Visitor Orientation on Sunday, March 27, ten minutes after
the service ends, in Classroom # 6. The Visitor Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new people, and a short introduction to the activities of this
congregation. Light refreshments will be served. If you have already been oriented and would like to
become a member of the congregation, please contact Monica Miller, Membership Chair, 307-286-8685; e-
mail is monmil@msn.com.

Prayer Flags
At the request of our children, prayer flags will flutter over the soon-to-be renovated playground. The flags
are cut and ready to be embellished with your prayers, blessings and designs. During coffee hour for the
month of March, flags and markers will be at a table in the social hall for the loving messages that you
would like to have carried off by the wind for the benefit of all.
Janet Swigler

Monthly Pancake Breakfast April
Join us Sunday, April 3 from 9-10:30 a.m. for our monthly all-you-can-eat
pancake Join us from 9-10:30 for various types of yummy pancakes,
toppings and beverages and help send our youth to General Assembly this
summer. Cost is $5 for all-you-can-eat pancakes and $1 for a child’s plate
(one pancake and juice). We sincerely appreciate your continued support of
our youth fundraisers; thanks in large part to your generosity, we plan to
help send 4-5 youth to GA/Youth Caucus in Charlotte.

Partner Church Committee
As the Partner Church month of March draws to a close, our UUCC feels closer to our Beszterce church
partners than ever.
On Sunday March 13, Yolanda Ganong, in a pulpit editorial, recalled the quite unknown and definitely
heroic history of The Unitarian "heretical" movement in the 16th century. We have all had the chance to
participate personally in sending seasonal greetings by signing one of the specially created Hungarian
Easter cards to be mailed after next Sunday. Please note, the funds donated will be sent for the
designated use of Rev. Zsolt Solymosi, aiding him in his 2 hour commute to Beszterce for which he
receives no compensation. For more info about The Partner Church program contact a member of our
committee:
Carita Barr, Gertrude Edge, Yolanda Ganong, Joyce Rodgers, Jo Conner, Sue Aude, Lee Minghi

Spinning Demonstration
The Knit or Not group who meet each Monday evening here at the UUCC, invite you to a spinning
demonstration of hand spun natural fibers on March 28th at 7pm. The demonstration will include a
spinning wheel and various types of drop spindle techniques. If you would like to attend, please contact
Joyce Rodgers at 708 8510 or by email: jrrodgers156@gmail.com

TJ District Meeting
Saturday, April 30, 2011 at Eno River UU Fellowship, Durham, NC
Sign up on line through the TJD website http://www.tjdistrict.org/
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Do You Want To Be A Delegate?
The Thomas Jefferson District’s Annual Meeting will be held at the Eno River UU Fellowship in Durham,

NC, on April 30 and the UUA’s General Assembly will be held in Charlotte, NC, from June 22 – 26. The
UUCC will have 4 delegates to each of these important meetings, and UUCC Board of Trustees will
appoint those delegates. If you would like to represent us at the Thomas Jefferson District meeting, contact
any member or the Board of Trustee, Rev. Jones, or the congregation office no later than April 12. The
deadline for expressing an interest in serving as a delegate to the General Assembly will be June 7, and
we will send a reminder of that before the deadline.

UU Coffeehouse Saturday March 26, 2011
Carrie Elkin www.carrieelkin.com
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult. Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.
For more information, visit our website at uucoffeehouse.org

Meeting April 10 to Discuss 2013 Youth & Family Trip to Italy
UUCC member Don Dodson has generously offered to coordinate a summer 2013 visit to Italy for our
youth and their families at a very affordable rate. Children and youth (age 10 and up) and their families will
have the opportunity to visit Milan, Verona, Lake Como, the Dolomite Mountains and Venice. Morgan and
Madonna Gauthreaux will also help coordinate. On April 10 following the service, Don and Morgan will
host an information session to discuss the trip in more detail, gauge interest and field questions. Please
make plans to attend this meeting, and also keep an eye out for a letter from Morgan with more info.

Women’s Book Group
The UUCC Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 PM in Room 5.
We will discuss The Control of Nature by John McPhee. Anyone with questions
may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Flamingo Flocking & Other FUNdraisers
Be on the lookout in the Social Hall each Sunday after service for fun and exciting fundraisers and other
things going on in our RE program. This week, you can sign up to “flock” a fellow UU member--for $20,
we’ll “flock” someone’s yard with beautiful plastic pink flamingoes. Insurance against flocking and quick
removal services are also available. Other after-service RE activities include creating prayer flags for the
playground, holding a raffle for pint glasses and hopefully soon hosting a car wash (it’s that yucky yellow
pollen time of year again). Continued youth fundraisers will help send youth to General Assembly this
summer, to Boston next year, and possibly to Italy in 2013.

Calling All Animal Lovers!!
Come "BARK TO THE PARK" with us on April 9th at Finlay Park! Join our
UUAM for a fun-filled family day and help raise funds for Pawmetto Lifeline, a
wonderful local animal rescue organization. The day starts with a 1 mile fun walk
for you and your 4 legged friends, followed by a Festival for Animals with lots of
great activities for dogs and their people! Did you realize that more than 19,500
dogs and cats are euthanized each year in the Midlands? Pawmetto Lifeline
endeavors to end these unnecessary euthanizations through public education,
responsible rescue and adoption of shelter animals, and wide-scale spay and neuter
initiatives. You can register to join and/or make a donation to our UUAM team on-line at
www.barktothepark.com. Registration is $25 per person, although children 12 and under can register for
$15. Please contact Sue Thayer with any questions at (404)702-0838 / sthayer@sc.rr.com.
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Do We Have Your Updated Contact Information?
It's that time of year again! We are busily putting together
the UUCC Membership Directory and want to include
your most updated contact information.
Our membership directory is a great way to stay in touch
with friends, or get the word out about an event.
Email any changes to Gin Beery at uucc@uucolumbi.org
(subject line Directory) with any changes. Deadline to make updates/changes is March 25, 2011.

The Leadership Development Committee
The Leadership Development Committee is currently working to help identify leaders for our congregation
for the 2011-2012 year. If you know of anyone who might be interested in a leadership position, during the
month of March please notify someone on the LDC, Pat or Don Mohr, or the minister. Members of the LDC
include Mike Paget, Peter Kandis, Joe Long, Marcia Fletcher, and Karl McCollester.
Thank you!

Shared Ministry Committee
The Shared Ministry Committee (SMC) is here to help. The SMC periodically advises the Board of
Trustees on the overall health of the congregation and serves as ombudsman for the congregation. The
members of the SMC are David Crockett (chair), Rev. Neal Jones, Jessica Kross, and Eve Ross.
Contact David Crockett, or any member of the SMC for more information. SharedMin@uucolumbia.org

“This I Value” testimonial by Ivy Coleman

As part of our annual UUCC canvass, members are offering testimonials during Sunday
services on the importance of our beloved community in their lives. Here are some excerpts

from Ivy Coleman’s remarks on Sunday, February 27:

I've never been very good at being religious. So you can understand why I was nervous when my
“Mother-out-law” made my partner Robin and me attend a service at the UU one Sunday. She said it
was going to be gay day at the UU because the minister was going to discuss the origin of
homosexuality, so we went.

At the end of his message Neal said, "Who cares why people are gay? Who cares why people are
straight? Trying to find a cause for homosexuality infers that there's something wrong with being gay.
There's not." I was hooked.

The fabulous group of people here at our UUCC reminds me of the spices I cook with. You have the
flavor of our UU principles. You affirm my inherent worth and dignity, you accept me as I am. We
support each other and we join together to go out into the world to influence the flavor of our whole
community. We feed the hungry, we march for other people's rights, we stand up for the
compassionate treatment of animals, and we work for peace.

For these reasons and so many more, I support the UU financially. I'm supporting the flavor of this
fantastic group of people that works to encourage acceptance and peace not only here in our
congregation, but in the world at large.

Each year I increase my financial contribution to the UUCC because I support the flavor that we create
in this building and that we spread throughout our world. I encourage you to join me in supporting this
congregation and giving until it feels good.
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Annual Mountain Retreat April 15- 17
The time is rolling around again for our springtime UUCC weekend at The
Mountain. Come experience what our kids have known for a long time, the
beauty of the Appalachians at our beloved camp and conference center. It
is a great place for communing with nature and one another. Fees include
food and lodging for dinner Friday through lunch Sunday. Prices have
increased a bit this year for sustainability of The Mountain. Adults $190,
children ages 4-12 $40, and ages 13-17 $64. Applications arrived late so
pick yours up in the Foyer and send directly to The Mountain. Questions
call Joan Watterson, 787-7873.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2013 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

Here are some important dates to remember if you plan to go:
Registration is now open. Register now, fees go up May 1st.
Hotels are at a premium. Many are already full. Reserve a room now.

If you want to volunteer (fees are waived) or apply for scholarships, the deadline is March
31st, so hurry

If you can’t go for the whole time, there are one day and weekend rates.
The Sunday Morning Church Service is open to the public and anybody can come. You do not
have to be registered for GA to attend

Here are some useful links to information and forms relative to attending the General
Assembly of the UUA

• General Information

• Conference Registration

• Youth Registration

• Children’s Program Registration

• Financial Aid (including Volunteer and Scholarship Applications)

• Accessibility Services

• Information for First-Time Attendees

If you want to be a UUCC delegate this year, please contact Judy Turnipseed for more
information and to apply. The deadline for applications is May 15, 2011.

In June of 2011, GA will be held in Charlotte!
About 5000 UUs are expected to attend our

annual
UUA international conference from

June 22-26, 2011

www.mountaincenters.org
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UUCC Board of Trustees
Summary of March 2011 Meeting

The Board of Trustees met on March 9, 2011 from 6:33 PM to 8:38 PM. Don Mohr, Co-President,
chaired the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.

Financial Issues
• Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the congregation’s finances through February 28, 2011.

We have received $126,451 in pledge receipts for our current fiscal year; this is $3,118 ahead
of budget. Our expenses are on target with the budget. The Board discussed changes in
budgeting certain line items in next year’s budget based on this year’s history, such as
budgeting more for unanticipated plumbing and electrical repairs that may be necessary. Jerry
Cover, Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, provided details of recent expenses
including new flush valves in the bathrooms and new electrical outlets in the kitchen.

• Ann Cargill, Bookkeeper, explained changes that have been made to the Religious Education
(RE) accounts in consultation with Lisa Eason, Director of RE, and the Treasurer. These
simplify the transfers of funds into and out of restricted RE accounts and assure more
consistency in reporting.

• The Treasurer reported the findings of the Audit task force which researched options for getting
an independent expert review of our finances. The Board approved their recommendation to
retain a CPA to conduct a customized financial assessment of our internal controls and
accounting procedures. This is more in line with our developmental needs than having a more
expensive formal audit. It will be conducted by Jackie Breland, a CPA who specializes in this
type of assessment for non-profits. It is being deferred to the next fiscal year when funds will
be budgeted for it.

Personnel Issues
On the recommendation of the DRE and the Personnel Committee, the Board approved adding 1 hour
a week to Ivey Kaiser’s duties and to make her Nursery Supervisor effective 4/1/11. This will facilitate
improved coordination and supervision of childcare providers in the Nursery.

Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws
The Board met on February 23, 2011 to discuss proposals for bylaw revisions made by Barry Ahrendt,
President-Elect, in his role as Chair of the task force appointed to review issues concerning the Annual
Basic Cost of membership. At that time a preliminary consensus was reached on several proposals.
These were reviewed and modified in the March meeting, and include proposals for:

• updating references to UUCC instead of UUFC
• clarifying the financial contribution and waiver requirements without reference to an annual

basic cost of membership
• reducing the waiting period for new member voting eligibility from 30 days to 15 days
• retaining an effective date of bylaw revisions in the document.

The proposed amendments will be forwarded to the Congregation for consideration and approval at the
next Annual Meeting. They can be viewed at www.uucolumbia.org by clicking on the tab for Board of
Trustees and then clicking on Bylaw Proposals under Board Minutes.

Minister’s Evaluation
In Executive Session, the Board approved the Minister’s Evaluation and salary recommendation that
was prepared by the Board’s Executive Committee. There was unanimous agreement that Rev. Neal
Jones, PhD, provides us with outstanding services on all the performance dimensions assessed,
meriting a salary increase.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary
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Religious Education
RE Calendar

March 27—Story of Stuff session 5 for Pre-K-7th grade; regular classes for
8th-12th

April 3—Council of All Beings/Children’s Chapel for Pre-K-7th grade;
regular classes for 8th-12th

April 10—Regular classes for all
April 17—Regular classes for all
April 24—Flower Communion Intergenerational Service; all children and
youth (with exception of nursery) will remain in service, followed by a
potluck and egg hunt. Bring Your Easter Baskets.

Choose an Animal or Insect For Council of All Beings
Our April Children’s Chapel (April 3) will feature a Council of All Beings, where children will each represent
an animal or insect and discuss how different species are treated by humans. Before the Council, please
discuss with your child which animal they might like to represent and what it’s like to be that
animal or insect. During the lesson, children and youth in Pre-K through 7th grade will create paper mache
masks of their chosen animal or insect. Children are also invited to create a mask at home (preferably
using recycled materials) to depict their chosen animal or insect and bring the mask for the Council.
Following the Council, we’ll create a mask display in the glass case of the UUCC foyer. We also need
volunteers to assist with this lesson. More information on the Council of All Beings is available at
http://www.teachkind.org/pdf/councilofallbeings.pdf

Flower Communion & Potluck April 24
Our next Intergenerational Service will be the Flower Communion April 24 (Easter Sunday) followed by a
potluck and egg hunt. We’re looking for children and youth to participate in the service by playing the
prelude, lighting the chalice, reading poems, etc. Please let me know if and how your child or youth would
like to participate. Contact dre@uucolumbia.org.

Old T-Shirts Needed
Our children and youth will engage in some fun but messy projects this spring and summer, so we’d love to
have old T-shirts for them to wear over their Sunday clothing. Donated T-shirts may be placed in the
marked box on the shelf outside the DRE’s office.

RE Needs You!
Our cooperative RE program relies heavily on volunteers, and we hope that you’ll all contribute your time
and talents to our children and youth. Please email dre@uucolumbia if you can help with any of these
upcoming volunteer opportunities:

• Need one snack coordinator and two playground supervisors each week
• Adult volunteers needed to assist with March 27 Social Action/Story of Stuff lesson
• Need adult volunteers for the April 3 Children’s Chapel (Council of All Beings)
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Unigram Deadline
The deadline is Sun., April 10 for the next issue, which will be published on Wed., April 13.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director Religious Education Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Assistant Bookkeeper Andrea Dudick bk2@uucolumbia.org
Custodian Jeff Kruse
Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

April 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am

Wed. 5:30 pm
6:00 am Social Hall

Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Play Readers 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Barnes & Noble
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
NORML (National Organization

Reform Marijuana Laws)
1st Tuesday 7:00 PM 6th & 7th Grade Classroom

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 9:30 am and
6:00 pm

Social Hall
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The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
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