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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

March 21, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Is it ever the
wrong time to stand up for your
beliefs?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Last Child
in the Woods", by Marion Edmonds
with the SC Parks, Recreation &
Tourism

March 28, 2010
9:30 am Forum
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Justice
Sunday 2010: Advancing Economic
Justice
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Ministerial Musings
A Reflection of What We Value

Realtors have a saying: "The three most
important factors in selling your home is location,
location, location." We could just as well say that the
three most important factors in improving the lives of
people is education, education, education. Education is
the step up and out of poverty and ignorance, two
things that South Carolina has in abundance. The sad
state of our state being first in the things that are bad
and last in the things that are good is no accident. We
are being left behind, even by other southern states,
because our state does not invest adequately in
education.

Our legislators have already cut funding for K-12
public schools by half a billion dollars over the last two
years. Now they are proposing to cut public schools an
additional $100 million, returning us to the funding
level for public education we had back in 1995. These
cuts, if not stopped, will result in laying off teachers
and school administrators, forcing teachers to take
unpaid furloughs, shortening the school year, and
shutting down the National Board Certified Teacher
program. For a state that already ranks 45th in the
nation in education, this legislative action is the last
thing we need to do.

Many legislators say we have no choice because
of the recession and the state budge shortfall. But the
fact is that revenue is readily available to prevent these
cuts. Raising the cigarette tax, the lowest in the
nation, to the national average would raise $200
million alone. Plus, vocal, deep-pocketed special
interests receive over $2 billion in sales tax
exemptions. We do not lack a way; our legislators lack
the political will. They would rather balance the budget
by shortchanging education, which is shortchanging
our children, their future, and the future of our state.

That's my rant, but don't take just my word for
it. Hear the words of one of our own, Kate Noel
Kloppenborg, a public school teacher who wrote this
letter to the editor:

Cont’d: Page 2
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Chances are, you and I have never met. Yet every day you entrust me - and
thousands of others like me - with your greatest assets: your children. We are the public
school teachers charged with molding and educating the future leaders of our cities,
state, country and world. With such a grave responsibility and small room for error, it
seems logical that those in power would make the tough decisions necessary to prevent
losses of time, talent, and resources. Yet, as you probably know, this is not always the
case.

K-12 teachers need at least a bachelor's degree and usually a master's degree in
order to work. In addition, they are expected to take professional development classes
throughout their careers. This usually means teachers will have significant student loans
- loans that are extremely hard to repay or justify on a teacher's salary. Many teachers I
know have additional part-time jobs in order to make ends meet. At least one of my co-
workers has been known to sell her plasma because she needs the cash to pay her rent.
Are these really the conditions you want your children's daily caretakers to live under?

Now the state is debating whether to furlough its public school teachers an
additional five days. This means that the state is not living up to its side of our
employment contracts, and the teachers will be subject to a forced salary cut.

SC wages already are well below the national average, and if they continue to flat-
line or even decrease, we will lose talented teachers to other states that are willing to
pay for their expertise. If providing your children with the highest quality teachers
available isn't a top priority, it begs the question: What is?

Just as an individual's checking account reflects his or her priorities, a state's
budget reflects what we value as a people.

Neal

==============================================================

Community Chalice
We extend our appreciation to…

Regina Moody, Joan Watterson, Marilyn Miss, Marie Huntt, Ann Cargill, and Steve Dennis for
assisting with the memorial service for Larry LeFebvre, the husband of Mary Etta McCarthy.

Gin Beery and Ann Cargill for compiling and publishing our new directory of UUCC members and
friends and their addresses, emails, and phone numbers. You may pick up your directory in the foyer
or social hall.

We extend our congratulations to…

Kathy Paget, who finished first in her age category the Columbia 5-K marathon. Her age category is
a closely guarded secret.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

==============================================================
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Pet Policy
The Board adopted a policy at its last meeting that pets would not be allowed in the building, or unattended
on the grounds. This has two exceptions: service animals (of course) and animals for RE programs with
the prior permission of the Director of Religious Education. We are trying to make UUCC safe for all,
including those with substantial animal allergies and small children who might be afraid of dogs, or by not
knowing how to treat them, prompt a defensive reaction that hurts the child.
Thanks, Joe Long, President of the Board of Trustees.

Missing Items
Several items have recently been missing around the UUCC. These include a few reams of paper from the
office; and coffeehouse supplies including paper coffee cups and packaged bags of coffee used for
coffeehouse shows. Sometimes people need an item or two that they may have forgotten to bring, and
they may borrow from supplies they find around the UUCC. If items are borrowed, they should be replaced
quickly, because it is likely that whoever provided the items has plans for their use. If you have any idea
what has happened with the items, please let the administrator know. Thank you!

Saturday March 20th Work Day
Please join us with your gloves and tools Saturday morning, March 20th as we
plant dogwood trees, create a walking path, and take care of other outdoor
items. We will begin at 9:00 AM, and conclude when the work is done, probably
no later than 1 PM. For more information, contact Erica Patterson at
ericafrances@gmail.com or 803.727.2614.

The Treasury Bull
Treasurer's note for Unigram (as requested by the Board)
Love was in the air in February, but not in collections. We need congregation members to write bigger
checks to fulfill their pledges – and if they can – to exceed them.
In February, we took in about $15,800 and spent about $17,900 -- leaving us with a monthly deficit of
about $2,100. Pledges were $2,300 short of budget and rentals were about $700 short (i.e., we had
essentially none). Lower revenues were only partially offset by expenses, which for the month was about
$1,100 lower than budget.
We seem to be OK for our fiscal year that ends in June. But if your committee anticipates major expenses
before July, please let me know.
Jim DuPlessis, Treasurer
email (all): treasurer@uucolumbia.org; wiltonians@msn.com; JDuPlessis@scdp.org;
cell: (803) 669-0055, work: (803) 799-7798

An Evening of Music with Ryan Humphrey
This solo piano concert will feature an array of works spanning the instrument's
history, from the early eighteenth-century sonatas of Scarlatti, through pieces by
Mozart, Liszt, and Debussy, up to the more recent work of Tan Dun (the composer
for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and Hero).
Youth musicians will open the performance.

All proceeds go to benefit the UUCC Religious Education program for youth
Suggested donation: $5 for students, $10 for adults, students through 8th grade
free admission

Coffee and dessert will be available for purchase. Childcare will be available.
Sunday, March 28th Doors open at 6:30, Music at 7:00 pm.

Sept. Set
Don’t forget the 4th Friday soiree’ March 26th at 6 pm. Contact Jan Fulcher, 791-7533.
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Technology Services Committee
Just as a reminder to the congregation as a whole, during the service we are broadcasting the service on

100.7 FM. If you have attempted to tune in during the service, we would like to know your opinion,
suggestions, complaints, and any other feedback, send email to soundtech@uucolumbia.org or
admin@uucolumbia.org or call 803-386-8832.
Also wanted to take a moment to let everyone know that we have released a new version of the UUCC

website. If you would like to take the new site for a spin during the development process, please follow the
link from our current site main page or go to: http://sites.google.com/a/uucolumbia.org/web/ (the links
UUCC Main all point to the uucolumbia.org domain name and therefore will take back to the existing site).

Canoe/Kayak Trip through The Four Holes Swamp in Frances Beidler Forest
On March 27 we will have a guided canoe/kayak trip through the Four Holes
Swamp in Frances Beidler Forest under the aegis of the outdoor group. It is located
about an hour from Columbia (near the I-95/I-26 interchange) and the trip will take
four hours through a shallow, unspoiled swamp. It is a birder's paradise featuring a
1,763-acre virgin stand of cypress and tupelo trees. Boats are a far better way to

access this forest than the limited boardwalk. The cost is $30 per person and checks payable to Jerry
Cover are required to make a reservation. Please contact Jerry Cover at 738-2996 or
edaholiday@aol.com for more information, including car-pooling. The Beidler Forest's URL is
http://www.sc.audubon.org/Centers_FBF.html.

Justice Sunday 2010: Advancing Economic Justice
On March 28, 1010, Justice Sunday, we will stand up with UU congregations nationwide to put our
principles into practice.
This year’s Justice Sunday will advance economic justice. While there has been significant progress in
securing recognition of workers rights as human rights, these efforts are up against bigger challenges in
the context of the global economic crisis.
Our Share the Plate collection will go the Appleseed Legal Justice Center here in Columbia, whose work
on behalf of low-income South Carolinians provides advocacy for low income people in South Carolina to
effect systemic change by acting in and through the courts, legislature, administrative agencies, community
and the media, and helping others do the same through education, training and co-counseling.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tues., April 13, at 7:00 PM in Room 5
in the RE Wing. We will discuss The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at
the Heart of American Power by Jeff Sharlet. Questions may be directed to
Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Morning Aikido club
On Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday mornings Aikido classes will be held in the social hall. Every
one is welcome to come practice. There will be no charge for UUCC members. Club dues (probably $10
per month) will go towards the purchase of mats. Just show up at 6:00 a.m., or for more information call
Walter Patterson at 803-319-1438.

UUCF Meeting
The UU Christian Fellowship group will meet on Sun., April 11 at 12:30 p.m. in Classroom 5. A light
lunch of beans and cornbread will be provided. We will be discussing Chapter 5 in Reading the Bible
Again for the First Time by Marcus Borg. Call Sara Damewood at 730-4987 for more information.

Buying Groceries
The mission statement of the Harvest Hope Food Bank is: To provide for the needs
of hungry people by gathering and sharing quality food with dignity, compassion
and education. Let's make it a weekly habit to bring non-perishable food items and
personal hygiene for every week. Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank
every Monday.
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Help Wanted
We are looking for someone with an eye for good design and decorating to lead our new “décor
committee.” The décor group is part of the Buildings and Grounds committee. Here is what the committee
will help with:

 Solicits and/or coordinates seasonal or special occasion decorating
 Supports Worship Committee efforts to create worshipful environment
 Maintains table linens
 Vets contributions of furniture, etc. for acceptability
 Manages Fine Arts displays
 Maintains exterior signage and other displays

We have a few people who want to work on this group, and now we need someone who can help organize
and lead! Please contact Mike Paget at mikepaget@sc.rr.com or 803.960.6306 if you are interested!

Flower Communion
On Sun. April 4, we will have Flower Communion during the service and an
Intergenerational Potluck following the service. Please bring flowers to share with the
congregation in celebration of our community. If you have questions or would like to
volunteer, please contact Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com.

Poems for Our Fathers
Poet John M. Starino will be officiating Father's Day Service on June 20, 2010. He requests members of
the congregation who wish to participate in this interactive service with poetry dedicated to this theme send
a copy of their poem(s) to his email address jmstar5@aol.com by April 12 in order for him to facilitate the
coordination of this service. This is open to those young and young at heart. Inquiries will be answered by
email received at his address, or call (803)463-8297. He is looking forward to a noteworthy service of
dedication and humor.

Second Annual UUCC Mountain Weekend
Fri., April 23 through Sun., April 25, enjoy hiking, music, games,
meditation, good fellowship, good food and the great outdoors.
Spaces will be held for us until Feb., 23rd and then opened up for anyone
else who might want to visit The Mountain. Each family will be responsible
for registering directly with The Mountain.
Registration Forms can be found on the Greeters’ table in the Foyer.

Prices for the entire weekend are:
Adult $ 158
Youth (age 13-17) $ 52
Children (age 4-12) $ 40

More information to come. Questions call Joan Watterson, 787-7873.

End of Life Planning Workshop
Eldercare lawyer Judith Whiting will speak about advanced directives and health care powers of attorney in
clear terms. The Funeral Consumers Alliance of SC is sponsoring this very informative workshop.
Participants will leave with peace of mind and completed notarized documents if they choose.
Date: March 27, 2010
Place: UUCC
Time: 9:30 am – 2 pm
Doors open at 9 am for registration and refreshments.
Cost: Early registration $15 for members, $20 for non-members, after
March 23: $20 for members; $25 for non-members.
Phone reservations 803-787-2979
Lunch is included.

www.mountaincenters.org
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Fund Raising Action Team
Calling all fund-raising volunteers and hosts, it is time once more to gather for the Spring Flings. If you are

interested in hosting an event or volunteering to assist the overall team, please check out the F.R.A.T.
website at sites.google.com/a/uucolumbia.org/fund-raising-action-team/. We have a list of event types and
volunteering positions just for you.
Sign up at the F.R.A.T. table or online for the April Greek Dinner happening on April 17 at 5 pm. Further

details coming.

A Conversation with Tom Hayden
Sun., March 21 at 12 :30, an informal discussion, open to the public, free refreshments. Sponsored by SC
Progressive Network, www.scpronet.com. Tom Hayden is a former state senator and leader of the peace,
justice and environmental movements since the 1960’s. He teaches at Pitzer College in LA. His books
include The Port Huron Statement, Street Wars, and The Zapatista Reader.

Dear Friends at UUCC,
Thank you for your contribution of $535 to our Meals On Wheels Program.
We couldn’t touch over 4,000 lives each day through the program of our non-profit without the support of
generous people like you.
Thank you so much! Annie K. Eveleigh, Director

TJD Proposed Name Change

The leadership of our district of the Unitarian Universalist Association, the Thomas Jefferson
District, has proposed that the name of our district be changed. The leadership of UUCC wants
congregational guidance for our delegates on their votes at the District Assembly, which will be on
May 1. Accordingly, we are scheduling an informal discussion meeting in the sanctuary on April 11
at 7 PM. All interested are welcome to come and comment. The first vote will be on whether to
change the name at all. If it passes (a two-thirds majority will be required), we will select a new
name, which will also require a two-thirds majority. The following names have been proposed by
our district leadership, with the leadership’s bases for proposing them:

• Atlantic Southeast - this proposed name reflects on our geography and is consistent with
district names in other parts of the nation, e.g. Pacific Southwest, Pacific Central, and
Pacific Northwest. While it does not relate to our vision, adopting a geographic name is
consistent with many other district names.

• Towne-Jordan - this proposed name draws on our history and covenantal tradition in our
vision as it honors Laura Towne (Unitarian), who founded Penn School (1862) outside of
Beaufort, SC; and Joseph Jordan (Universalist), who founded a church (1887) for
Universalists of color in Norfolk, VA. You can read more about them in the addendum of
our board meeting agenda www.tjdistrict.org/tjdgovernance/minutesandreports.html.

• Toward Justice - this proposed name draws on our future, right relations in our vision, and
our commitment to bending the moral arc of the universe toward justice as sought by
Theodore Parker and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Joe Long, President, Board of Trustees
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Religious Education
March 28th Fundraising Concert for RE Beautification
Volunteers are needed in the kitchen between 6pm and 10pm to
serve snacks and clean up. Anyone interested to contribute snack
items or yummy cakes or other goodie things, please let Didi know
(546-1290 or didisuprabha@yahoo.com) for snacks or kitchen help.

April 4th Easter Sunday Intergenerational Service and Potluck
All the children will be apart of this very beautiful service known as
the Flower Communion. Neal and Sonya will be leading a
most inspiring service. The nursery will be open. Please bring

dishes for the potluck or contribute $3.00 per person. Volunteers will be needed for making the tables
pretty and for clean-up.

Social Action by Junior Hi Pennies for Peace continues:
The Junior High School youth group is raising funds to build schools in the Middle East. Please put your
pennies and donations in the collection jar found on the stage with the Pennies for Peace poster. The
project was initiated in February as the group's spring social action program. Pennies for Peace, a
program of the 501(c)3 non-profit organization along with the Central Asia Institute foundation was created
by Greg Mortenson. Mortenson is the co-founder and executive director of the Central Asia Institute, and
co-author of the NY Times #1 Best-seller, Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace…
One School At A Time.
While a penny is virtually worthless, in impoverished countries a penny buys a pencil and opens the door
to literacy. Literacy, provides better economic opportunities in the future and neutralizes the power of
extremist leaders. The Central Asia Institute has been establishing schools and offering children hope for
a better future since 1993.

Register now: Mountain UU Summer Youth Camps for Elementary/JH/HS
A program filled with a variety of workshops, activities, good food, a safe environment and warm cozy

cabins. Youth participate in all the activities, share with new friends in small get-to-know-you groups, bond
during free time, and contribute to times of fun and reflection.
Please contact Sabine Gifford at 828-526-5838, ext 252.) or go online: www.mountaincenters.org

Parent Orientation for RE
Bethany will show you a DVD and explain many important things you need to know as a parent having
your child/youth in our program. Every parent must attend a Parent Orientation. Sign up sheet on RE
Table/please include your phone # or contact Bethany: 419-0760

Wanting to Be Teachers in the RE Wing is a Small Group Ministry
We will be accepting teachers and assistants for the 2010/11 Fall-Spring Sunday programs now. See Didi
to learn more about this spiritual and social endeavor. Find out the Great inspirations from the UU
Southeast Teacher's Training seminar that Morgan Gauthreaux and Didi just retuned from.

Joyful Experience!! Volunteer now to assist in the RE Wing for a Sunday class. We especially ask that
every parent sign up for one Sunday a month. We must have one teacher and one assistant in each class,
2 adults on the playground after the service and someone to organize the snack table. The kids are great!
The sign up sheet is on the RE Table by the double doors near the restrooms. Please include your phone
#. Any questions, please see or contact Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education.
(didisuprabha@yahoo.com) With Blessings and Appreciation.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290; email: DRE@uucolumbia.org



8

Thomas Jefferson District

Call For Nominations For 2010 Thomas Jefferson District Awards
Nominations are open for awards as detailed below. The Thomas Jefferson District annually

presents awards for outstanding service to the denomination, to the district, and to member
congregations. Each award is considered each year, though not necessarily given each year. The
Awards Committee considers nominations and selects the recipients who will be invited to the Annual
Meeting to be recognized. The Annual Meeting will be held this year April 30 - May 1 at Penn Center
on St. Helena Island in Beaufort, SC
Awards Submission and Selection Process:

All nominations should be submitted by e-mail or post mail to be received no later than April
9, 2010 to each of District Award Committee members listed below. The nomination should be in
narrative form and contain:

 The Award Name
 Nominee names and affiliated congregation or organization,
 Nominator name (person or organization and affiliated congregation)
 Contact information for both the nominator and nominee
 Achievement of the nominee

District Awards Committee: Denise Rimes, Chair E-mail: Denise.Rimes@bankofamerica.com

General Assembly Video Project

See your video featured at GA Plenary! Showcase your congregation!
Do you have a short video that you've posted on your congregation's website, the Internet, or sent out
to welcome visitors, educate or inspire members, or evangelize? Do you want to create one? Your
fellow Unitarian Universalists want to see it! The GA Video Project Team will choose a handful of the
best videos to showcase during Plenary.
They invite video submissions that:

- Are under 120 seconds, with preference given to shorter videos.
- Honor copyright law with regard to music and images.
- Come with appropriate release forms secured for persons and locations filmed.
- Have high visual and audio quality.
- Come with transcripts for captioning so that we may be welcoming and accessible to all.

The InterConnections Tip Sheet has excellent information on copyrights and permissions.
Submissions are due by May 14, 2010.
Individuals or Congregations may submit an application. Send questions to Tandi Koerger:

tkoerger@uua.org or call 253-278-4646 (Pacific Time Zone)
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, March 28, 2010.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm

March 2010
Sun. 21 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 28 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

March 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Wed., Sat. 6:00 am Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 3rd Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi 798-0904
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
UU Christian Fellowship 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to
affirm and promote:

♦ The inherent worth and dignity of every person
♦ Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships
♦ Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
♦ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
♦ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and

society at large
♦ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
♦ Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information,
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees.
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