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Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 
   

Mar. 18, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  1861 & 2012: 
A Nation Divided - Comparisons  
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  ―Legislative 
Attacks on the Unemployed‖ by Sue 
Berkowitz, Director of the South 
Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice 
Center 
 
Mar. 25, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  Does a 
politician‘s personal behavior matter 
when you vote? 
11:00 am Sermon Topic:   ―Too Busy 
to Care‖  by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Ministerial Musings 
 

This I Value 
 
 As you are well aware, we are in the midst of our pledge 
drive, part of which has involved hearing "This I Value" 
statements from various members during our Sunday services.  
Pledge drives are about dollars and cents, but these 
testimonies have reminded us of the kinds of things you can't 
put a price tag on, things of supreme value, such as 
community, relationships, acceptance, meaning and purpose, 
and personal growth.  I don't know about you, but I have been 
touched deeply by what our members are saying they cherish 
about our unique community of faith.  So I gladly share three of 
them with you in this issue of the Unigram, with more to come 
in future issues.   
             Neal 
 

Barry Ahrendt 
 

 Recently, we celebrated the values that make giving a 
vital part of our Unitarian Universalist community.  We give of 
ourselves – time, talent, and resources – in building for 
tomorrow, as the hymn says, a better world than we have 
known today.  And whether we serve on the finance committee, 
march to the State House to support a moral budget, help build 
the playground, teach an RE class, bake cookies or make 
crafts to sell at a fundraiser – or make a regular pledge 
donation – we are exercising stewardship. We are sharing our 
gifts with each other, in shared ministry to the congregation and 
the wider world. 
 

 As a member of this congregation, I have deep respect 
for the humanistic and spiritual values of our beloved 
community.  I cherish our shared principles, and our 
commitment to service.  And as a Board member, I want to 
create a dynamic vision of Unitarian Universalism that 
produces personal fulfillment for each of us.  In the words of 
our former minister, Rev. Christine Robinson,  
 
 ―When (people) show up at our door, they show up 
looking for the one thing they can‘t get at the gym, or the 
Democratic Party headquarters, or the mothers‘ group. They 
want a safe place to explore what happens to them when they 
start to deepen their lives.  If we don‘t serve their needs for 
depth, heart, spirituality, hope, faith, and love outside of an 
orthodox (religious) setting, who will?‖ 
 
Cont’d. on Page 2 
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 For me, that exploration began four and a half years ago.  After my youngest daughter 
graduated from college and moved far from home, I began to look for meaning and a deep sense of 
purpose in my life.  I came here in search of answers.  And while I admit I have found more questions 
than answers in Unitarian Universalism, the search has been both a challenge and a blessing.  
 
 I have been inspired in my search by our UU history and traditions, and by great women and 
men who have gone before in our ever-evolving faith.  Our faith today is very different from the 
Unitarian Christianity of Ralph Waldo Emerson.  But his words still ring true: ―That which dominates 
our imaginations and our thoughts will determine our lives and our character.  Therefore, it behooves 
us to be careful what we worship, for what we are worshipping, we are becoming.‖   
 
 In our congregation, I find meaning in service to others, in the collective power of a just and 
loving community, in building relationships based on mutual respect, in the stewardship of our earth 
and of the interdependent web of existence, and in the never-ending search for truth. That is my form 
of worship. 
 
 For me, stewardship is rooted in UU faith principles and my personal beliefs. I give to this 
congregation to express gratitude for all it has given me in my spiritual journey. I give because I want 
to be part of something greater than myself. To me, stewardship is not about balancing a budget. It‘s 
an affirmation of faith. 
 
 And one of the best summations of why I am proud of our shared faith comes from Melissa 
Harris-Perry, a university professor and Unitarian Universalist who gave the Ware Lecture at the 2009 
UUA General Assembly.  I will close with her words from that lecture: 
 
 ―We have come here today, stand here together to make the most ridiculous, unlikely, and 
powerful faith claim of all: that we can join together to make a world that recognizes the inherent worth 
and dignity of each person and that we can make that world using the power of love.‖ 
 
 May it be so for you, for me, and for our congregation. 
 

Justin Young 
 

 I first came to the fellowship because of some quiz I saw posted on Facebook which led me to 
the seven principles, but that is not why I am here today. To me, what binds people, more than any 
creed or belief statement, is an emotional connection to each other. In a word - community. That is 
probably why it was so hard for me to leave the Baptist church, where it was clear I no longer 
belonged - and also why it actually took a few different visits at a few different points in my life before I 
was ready to call the UU home. When I really reflect on it, the main reason I come here is because of 
each of you. While I can be a perfectly good little UU own my own, I cannot find the types of 
relationships, the opportunities for growth, or of the level of acceptance I find here, out in the world, on 
my own. 
 
 In the years since coming here, I have found a surrogate grandmother, a landlord, roommates, 
a personal Buddhist mentor, tech support, career counselors, psychologists, fellow political activists, 
and, of course, a host of many new friends (though still no girlfriend). I am certain all of these 
relationships have pushed the average age of my friends up at least a decade (or two) when 
compared to my peers. Though in all seriousness, it is a blessing I wish for others. I relish the unlikely 
friendships I have found here. Other than the few of you blinded by a religious devotion to the 
Democratic party, I find the individuality of almost every member here refreshing, and essential to my 
own growth. 
 
 
Cont’d. on Page 3 
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 Along those lines, I also appreciate how accepting this place is. I know to many of my friends 
outside of this congregation, it might seem like a bit of a circus, but I find it to be endearing and 
uplifting. It is amazing that in such a small congregation there can be so many different lifestyles, 
hobbies, artistic pursuits and of course PhDs. We really do live up to our phrase, "We don't have to 
believe the same to treat each other with respect." 
 
 I also feel this acceptance in my own life. I cannot count the times I have doubted myself in a 
new endeavor or about some difficult decision and, after sharing my struggle and fears with a few 
open ears, I discover a peace that used to take months to find. It is difficult to communicate the depth 
of real peace that comes from being able to share those most scared and honest parts of my soul with 
another human being, have them listen and truly understand where my heart is - to know that they 
really do have my best interests in mind and are not blindly guided by dogma, tradition or self-interest. 
Here, I find the nuggets of truth that guide me day to day. 
 
 Daily, from my inbox, from this pulpit, over coffee, during Candles of Community, or at lunch, I 
am stretched. I often joke than I am spiritually quartering myself. Without the diversity of belief found 
here, I feel certain my search for meaning, purpose, and internal harmony would have stagnated long 
ago. I am continually encouraged by each of you to find my own path by following my heart, to move 
beyond my ego, to set aside vain pursuits and the shallow fears I find so common in the world outside 
these walls. 
 
 In closing, I want to share a word that has stuck with me ever since I heard it. I was having 
lunch in NYC with a UU young adult group, and as a visitor, they asked me why I attended the UU 
and what my congregation was like. I shared with them essentially what I have just said here and the 
fellow next to me retorted "Yes, I know exactly what you mean. I remember the first time I walked into 
a UU church - I felt like I had found my tribe." Well, I felt like he had pinpointed the essence of what I 
had found, too. We are the Diaspora, and this is our home - a place where doubt is encouraged, 
where the individual can emerge safely, and where it is ok to re-question everything without fear of 
being ostracized. Thank you. 
 

Judy Turnipseed 
 

 As a lot of you know, Tom and I were once terrible racists on the national campaign staff of 
Alabama Governor George C. Wallace. In the 70‘s, when we began the transformation of our personal 
and political beliefs, from narrow, racist, conservatism and  moved down the path toward the 
progressive, open minded people we are today, we also began our search for a religion that would fit 
our changing views.  We weren‘t comfortable any more in the segregationist Southern Methodist 
Church we belonged to in the ‗60s, or in the more traditional faith communities we tried.   In the 80‘s 
Tom, by then active in progressive politics, was invited to speak to the Unitarian congregation on 
Beltline and then in 1983 we visited a service on Whaley Street in Olympia, where we were surprised 
to find many of his campaign workers. Like so many of you, I knew we had found our spiritual home. 
 
 And since we signed the book in 1984, this place is where my spirit has flourished and been 
nurtured—where I have been encouraged to explore who I am and what is important and meaningful 
in life.  This congregation has inspired me to serve in so many ways—on installation and sabbatical 
committees for ministers, on the Board and as President, as co-chairman of the Capital Campaign 
that spearheaded the move from Olympia to this Shandon property, helping with the canvass, the 
chocolate auctions, the spring flings, the rummage sales, teaching kids in RE, chairing worship 
committee—even singing in the Gospel choir we had. I moved on to do things on the District and 
national level, but  Columbia is  where my heart will always be. 
 
 All these years  Tom and I have found our greatest religious expression in social justice and  
we have been applauded, supported, encouraged, and partnered by this congregation in  peace 
efforts, in antiracism, in protecting the environment, in feeding the homeless, and in so many other 
causes.   
Cont’d. on Page 4 
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 I don‘t know what happens after death but I do believe that we will live on in the hopes and 
dreams of our children and theirs.  And though our children, now in their 40‘s, do not presently attend 
a UU church, they have a large circle of diverse friends; they are caring adults, with open minds and 
open hearts, with our values, who give to their community in service,  and much of who they are,  I 
attribute to their time in this religious community‘s RE program. 
 
 Recently a woman in great pain spoke to a group of women about the need to love your 
enemies.  I have to try, she said.  There are so many of them.  So many people hate my son—even 
those who say they are Christians—they love God-say because he‘s gay-he‘s going to Hell, he‘s 
better off dead or they wish he was dead. They are his enemies and mine and there are so many. 
 
 After the meeting I invited her to my church, where we open our doors wide to former racists 
like me, to gay men like her son, even to hedge fund capitalists and libertarians.  I was confident that 
her son would not just be tolerated, find a refuge, but would be affirmed, welcomed in his full 
humanity, enfolded into this community of mine and yours where he would be able to use all his gifts 
and find the things that he needs.  
 
 And that‘s why you‘ll see me and Tom every Sunday sitting right down there in front of Carol 
and Don on Amen row.          
    
 

 

                           

      Community Chalice 
  
We extend our appreciation to… 
 
Connie Myers' daughters, Carolyn Cox, Cecily McKinney, and Rachel Lowe, for donating Connie's 
large potted plants to our congregation.  They now fill our foyer. 
 
Sandy Chubon for organizing the reception in the social hall for Connie's memorial service.  Several 
members helped to make it a wonderful event:  Carita Barr, Joyce Brannan, Sandy Chubon, Irene 
Diston, Gertrude Edge, Marcia Fletcher, Yolanda Ganong, Marie Huntt, Ann Johnson, Molly 
Jones, Jessica Kross, Mary Maclachlan, Lee Minghi, Marilyn Miss, Pat and Don Mohr, Regina 
Moody, Judy Pearce, Joyce Rodgers, Jenifer Slater, Ruth Thacker, Judy Turnipseed, Janet 
Walkup, and Joan Watterson.  
 
The Unigram folders, who met twice a month to prepare and mail out our newsletter. 
Now that we are going green (publishing it by email instead of snail mail), our Unigram folders are 
―retiring.‖ Thank you Joyce Brannan, Marie Huntt, Marilyn Miss, Judy Pearce, Joyce Rodgers, 
Jenifer Slater, Ruth Thacker, and Joan Watterson.  
 
Don & Pat Mohr, Glenn White, Jim Burton, Lisa Eason, and Erica Patterson for doing such a 
great job cleaning out the basement. 

 
Tracy McCoy, Jim DuPlessis, Brian Dudick, Tiffany Rushton, Aleksandra Chauhan, Morgan 

Gauthreaux, Terrence Sullivan and Kevin Eason for serving as chaperones for the Elementary 

Lock-In and to the UUCC Middle School students for serving as PALs. We had a great time! 

Yolanda Ganong, Joyce Rodgers, Karen Murphy and Andrea Dudick for volunteering for the 

Partner Church lesson Feb. 25. 

Peter Kandis for the wonderful new boat on our playground. 
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Amanda Segura, Andrea Dudick, Bethany Storlazzi, Tracy McCoy and Karen Murphy for 

volunteering for our Seeds of Hope lesson March 4. 

Our children and youth who donated artwork and created crafts for the March 4 Canvass Brunch. 

Proceeds helped purchase three magazine subscriptions for Transitions plus raised money for 

Hogwarts Camp scholarships and CON scholarships. 

Morgan and Madonna Gauthreraux for chaperoning the March 11 Middle School field trip to 

Reformation Lutheran. 

 
We extend our support and condolences to… 
 
Ken McLeod, whose wife Carolyn died on February 28.  Her memorial service was held at Sumter's 
First Presbyterian Church on March 4. 
 
Cecil Myers, whose wife Connie died on February 13.  Her memorial service was held at the UUCC 
on March 11. 
 

Thank You’s 
 

 Dear UUCC:  Please thank the members of your congregation for supporting the work of the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee for the special congregational collection gift of $402.  Your 
support will make a real difference in the lives of people in the United States and around the world.  
Sincerely, Constance F. Kane, Ph.D., Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. 
 
 Thanks to the generosity of our UUCC members, friends and visitors, we raised $1,275 in 
February for Affordable Housing Resources, a non-profit organization in Columbia that provides 
affordable rental housing to families who are low-income, homeless, at risk of homelessness, or hold 
Section 8 vouchers.  Your donations to the "Share the Plate" collection will help families rise out of 
poverty by providing housing in safe neighborhoods. 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 

River Presentation Series 
 Our Spring Common Reading program is based upon Saints at the River by Ron Rash, the 
2012 choice for One Book, One Columbia. All programs will be held in the Social Hall.  
 Sunday, March 18 – Saints at the River. Caroline Eastman will lead a discussion of this book 
and its relevance for our community and our faith. We often remind ourselves of our seven UU 
principles. We don‘t often examine their interactions. Saints at the River provides an excellent fictional 
context in which to examine conflicts among UU principles. If we can renew our book pack from 
Richland County Library, we hope to have copies for people to borrow for a week. If you have a 
Richland County library card, you should be able to borrow a copy yourself from any of the branches. 
 Sunday, March 25 – Advocacy for the River. What does a Riverkeeper do? Congaree 
Riverkeeper Bill Stangler will present issues related to river protection, river hazards, river law, and 
watershed stewardship. Bill has a background in geography and has been involved with several river-
based scientific projects. He has also worked as a river guide for several years.  
 Sunday, April 1—Wildlife on the River. Award-wining photographer Sparkle Clark will 
discuss the birds and other wildlife that use our local rivers. She will show many of her photographs 
taken on the Congaree and other local waterways. 
 Sunday, April 8 – Rituals at the River. The Reverend Patricia Voelker will present a Living 
Water Ritual based in feminist theology. It will include background discussion, recitation, and ritual 
washing. Please bring an item that connects you to a warm memory of water.  
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September Set Pot Luck Friday March 23 at 6:00 pm 
  You will have a treat not only of delicious food, but also of exclusive music and perhaps 
poetry.  Nan Acrom has been know to read poetry, sing lyrical songs and play the flute.  She will 
surprise us with entertainment after the dinner.  Bring your favorite dish and enjoy the evening. Contact 
Gertrude Edge at (803) 771-7104 or gedge@sc.rr.com. 
 
Youth Group Car Wash March 25 
 Fight back against Columbia pollen and help our youth group at the same time! The UUCC 
youth group will wash your car during the service on Sunday, March 25, with proceeds benefitting the 
Summer Heritage Trip to Boston. Cost is $10.  Drop your keys off on Sunday, March 25 before the 
service and we‘ll have your car clean and ready to go after the service. 
 
New Art Exhibit in the Social Hall  
 The Art of Constance Ashton Myers.  Her paintings and pieces from her private collection   
February 24-March 19, 2012.  Along with a love of learning and a passion for social justice, art was an 
essential part of Connie Myers‘ life.  Connie was an avid and knowledgeable collector of paintings, 
folk pottery, and other fine art.  Her travels with Cecil to Central and South America and to Russia 
became inspiration for her own entrance into the world of painting.  She began just over a decade ago 
to take art classes at USC. Her early paintings (included in the exhibit) are of her children and family. 
Cats, another love of her life, are also a theme.   
 
Upcoming Art Exhibit at UUCC, March 25―April 29 

Works by Fairoozan Abdalla 

       

 We are happy to introduce Fairoozan Abdalla through an exhibition of some of her art― 
primarily done in watercolor and acrylic, but including colored pencil and a craft technique called 
quilling. 
 Fairoozan was born in Baghdad, Iraq, and has painted and drawn since childhood.  After 
completing a Bachelor degree in painting from the Art Academy at Baghdad University she began her 
professional career.  She taught art in Iraqi schools for more than ten years, worked as an 
engineering map painter for Baghdad‘s Ministry of Electricity, and, after leaving Iraq, taught art in 
Yemeni schools (Sana‘a) for more than three years. 
 Fairoozan and her adult son, Aumer Hadi, now live in Columbia, SC, where in 2011, she 
exhibited paintings at a Refugee Day exhibit at the main library as well as in an area-wide 
International Festival.  Also in 2011, Fairoozan participated in a Refugee Conference and art show 
that took place in Washington, D.C. with artists from across the nation. 
 Before relocating to Columbia, she had participated in several joint and one-person shows.  
We are delighted to have learned of her work through the SC Arts Commission and Lutheran Family 
Services and to offer her exposure to our local community. 
 Fairoozan whose strong design often incorporates patterns from nature as a framework, is 
concerned with light, color, edge control and paint quality.  You can enjoy more of her artistry at 
www.fairozanart.com. 
 
Google Apps Training 
 Please join Mike Allen of the Technology Services Committee for Google Apps Training.  
These classes are open to any committee, staff, board member, and program group associated with 
UUCC.  Wednesday, March 28, 6:30pm, offers an overview of what services are available.  
Thursday March 29 is by appointment only between 6:30pm to 9:30pm and are detailed ―How may 
we help you?" sessions. 
 

mailto:gedge@sc.rr.com
http://www.fairozanart.com/
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Volunteers Needed for Hogwarts Summer 
 If you‘ve ever dreamed of being a Professor of Charms, Care of Magical Creatures or 
Divination, here‘s your chance. Our Hogwarts Summer will be a full-fledged theatrical presentation, 
with adult volunteers assuming witch/wizard personalities (and dressing the part, if you‘d like!) and 
teaching a variety of fun lessons in various subjects. If you‘re interested in volunteering for either the 
camp or RE Sunday lessons, please email dre@uucolumbia.org. Volunteers must sign an ethics 
agreement and undergo a background check. 
 
Two Adult Education Classes 
 We are offering two Adult Ed classes for the spring at two different times.  ―Articulating Your 
UU Faith‖ will help you address the question, ―So, what do UUs believe?‖  This class, facilitated by 
Rev. Neal Jones and newcomer Keitha Whitaker, will begin with a potluck in the social hall at 6:00 
and will meet all five Thursdays in March (March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29). 
 Sarah Corbett will be offering a Yoga class for persons of different abilities and ages during 
the five Saturdays in March (March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31) from 10 am to 11:15 am. This exciting and 
free series will be an introduction to both some basic yoga movements and some of the background 
behind yoga.  
 Both classes have recently commenced, so it is not too late to join.  You can just show up. 
  

    UU COFFEEHOUSE SATURDAY, MARCH 31 
          Free Planet Radio, www.freeplanetradio.com.  Free Planet Radio is becoming one of the most 
exciting ensembles in world music today. Comprised of River Guerguerian, award-winning multi-
percussionist and composer; Eliot Wadopian, two-time Grammy-award winner on string and electric 
bass and 19-year member of the Paul Winter Consort; and Chris Rosser, accomplished pianist, 
composer and producer, renowned for his outstanding performances on a variety of indigenous 
stringed instruments. Their individual talents have garnered worldwide recognition in Carnegie Hall, 
the Hong Kong World Music Festival, the Sydney Opera House, and the Madrid International Jazz 
Festival.            
           The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward Street, the corner of Heyward 
and Woodrow Streets, in Shandon.   Tickets are $13 for adults and $5 for high school and college 
students with a reservation request left at 1-888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the 
number of tickets you need, and pay at the door. Without reservations, tickets are $15 and $7. 
Children through 8th grade are free with a paying adult.  Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 
8:00. For more information, visit uucoffeehouse.org. 
 
Women’s Book Group 
           The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, April 10, at 7:00 PM in Room 5. We will 
discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. Anyone with questions may contact 
Sandy Chubon, 776-0784 or sjchubon@sc.rr.com. 
 
Knit or Not 
 The Knit or Not group of crafters appreciates the wonderful response to our creative efforts 
this holiday season raising funds for the UUCC. Special Thanks to Joyce Rodgers, who started this 
group 7-8 years ago and Jenifer Slater whose continued guidance has kept us going.  Sophia 
Storlazzi  brought the young perspective with her touch of beauty in support of UU. Our total is 
nearing $300.00. Thanks!  We meet every Monday at 7 pm, new folks are welcome. 
 

 

Join us for Bark To The Park in April! 
 Did you know that 19,500 dogs, cats, puppies and kittens are killed every year in Lexington 
and Richland County animal shelters?  Pawmetto Lifeline is having their annual fund-raiser on April 
14 to take some of these animals off death row. You can join us at Finlay Park, with or without your 
dog, for the one-mile walk; or you can sign up as a ―virtual walker‖ and contribute money on behalf of 
our team.  Last year we got great visibility for the church as the whole team wore our UUAM (UU 
Animal Ministry) T-shirts that Sue Thayer made for us (and our dogs wore matching scarves.:-) 

mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
http://www.freeplanetradio.com/
mailto:sjchubon@sc.rr.com
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 After the walk, we‘ll go to the festival at Finlay, which has every kind of animal item you can 
imagine, from food to doggie skirts; it‘s open to all participants.  Last year they even had a swimming 
pool for the dogs. 
 If you‘d like to walk (literally or virtually) for our team, contact Anita Grossman 
(anitaj48@aol.com). For more information about the walk, go to <www.barktothepark.com>. 
 
Annual UUCC Mountain Retreat April 13 - 15 
      The Mountain is a camp and conference center that was purchased over 30 years ago by the 
Southeast District to provide a venue for children‘s‘ summer camps and group gatherings throughout 
the year. It is located in the Appalachian range near Highlands, NC and is actually a mountain called 
Little Scaley, rising to an altitude of over 4,100 feet. 
      The UUCC is fortunate to have a standing spot every spring for our congregation to meet and 
enjoy a weekend together. This year‘s weekend falls on April 13-15. We are provided with a variety of 
places to stay from ‗The Lodge‘ with motel-like facilities to camp cabins that are ideal for families. 
 So all ages please consider coming. Any child under 18 must have an adult responsible for 
them.  Registration forms can be found on the table under the windows in the Fellowship Hall. Any 
questions contact Ann Johnson at 799-8022 or annj@logicsouth.com.  
 

 

 

Doing a little spring cleaning and wondering what to do with all those old phone books? 
 Keep the Midlands Beautiful is sponsoring phone book recycling February 15th through March 
31st  There are many drop off sites including Sam‘s Club in Harbison, the Forest Acres Recycling Facility 
(3004 Robert Springs Road),  Clemson Sandhill Research and Education Center, and University of South 
Carolina (parking lot at Gadsden and Greene Streets).   And if you have teenagers ages 14 – 18 in the 
house who are feeling particularly inspired, they can construct a phonebook sculpture and enter a contest 
on March 10th at Sam‘s Club in Harbison.  Check out the following website for more locations and more 
information on the phone book sculpture contest: 

http://www.keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/recyclinginfo/phonebooks.asp   
Stay tuned for announcements about the UUCC Green Committee seminar series on such topics as Green 
Gardening and How and Making your Home more Energy Efficient for the hot summer months!  For more 

information about the UUCC Green Committee contact Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com or call 
(828) 545-3069.  

Want to Improve Your Green Thumb? 
 The UUCC Green Committee is pleased to announce the next Green Seminar- Green (and 
Easy) Gardening Practices.  UUCC Member and Garden Education Coordinator at the Riverbanks 
Botanical Garden, Amanda Segura, will help you learn simple techniques that reduce labor and your 
environmental footprint by using common household products in the garden.  This program will also 
demonstrate ways to start a garden, help establish plants, and save money while improving your 
landscape!  Date: Tuesday, March 20th at 5:30pm. Location:  RE Wing at the UUCC (Room # TBA).  
Light, healthy, organic snacks will be provided.   Program to last approximately 1 hour.  
 RSVP for this seminar by March 19th by contacting Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com 
or calling (828) 545-3069 

 
Change in Meeting Dates for Board of Trustees 
 The Board of Trustees has changed its meeting dates from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month beginning in March, 2012.  This change was made to give the Treasurer 
and Finance Committee time to review and prepare reports for the Board on the prior month's 
financial statements.  Board meetings start at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall, and all members are 
welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anitaj48@aol.com
http://www.barktothepark.com/
mailto:annj@logicsouth.com
http://www.keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/recyclinginfo/phonebooks.asp
mailto:uugreengirl@gmail.com
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Transitions Homeless Center Library Now Open!  
            DONATIONS and VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Please consider volunteering for any of the following 
2 hour shifts: 4-6pm or 7-9pm Tuesdays and Thursdays; 1-3pm Sundays.  Or perhaps you have an older 
comfy armchair or end table you're no longer using?  Of course, donations of the following book categories 
will also be happily accepted and pick-up service can be arranged: National Geographics, Biographies and 
Autobiographies, Gardening and Nature Guides, Children's Books, Self-help, Westerns, Crafts, Movie 
DVD's. Contact Sue Thayer @ 404-702-0838 or sthayer@sc.rr.com. 
 
Save Your Shoes! 
 Save your worn out athletic shoes for Rosewood Elementary School's Nike-ReUse-A-Shoe drive.  
There will be a box on UUCC's stage through mid-March for your athletic shoes and sneakers.  Only those 
shoes can be used to make Nike Grind which gets turned into basketball and tennis courts, playground 
padding, and carpet pads.  We cannot use anything wet or muddy, no metal or plastic cleats, no flip flops 
or sandals, no sandals or dress shoes.  Thanks for your help with a project that doesn't stink! 
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UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of February 2012 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on February 15, 2012 from 6:39 PM to 8:44 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, President, 
chaired the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.   

Financial Issues 

 The Board appointed Sue Thayer to the Finance Committee. Sue will oversee and chair the 
canvass for pledges for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.  There will be a special canvass brunch 
and silent auction on Sunday March 4, 2012 in the Social Hall.   

 Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through January 31, 2012.  
Pledges have picked up strongly and are now ahead of schedule, with $123,946 received 
versus $119,128 budgeted.  Overall revenues are also ahead of budget at $140,871, which 
includes a generous bequest of $5,000 from the estate of Betty Glad.  Overall expenses 
continue coming in under budget at $130,460, leaving a surplus of $10,411, or 4.5% of the 
total budget.   

 The Board discussed a number of building and grounds needs that would meet the criterion 
for the intent of Betty Glad‘s gift which is to improve the building.  For now these funds will be 
moved to a restricted account.    

 The Board authorized the purchase of 20 additional paperback hymnals and deferred several 
other spending requests.     
 

Change in Board Meeting Schedule 
The Board changed its meeting dates from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd Wednesday of every month 
beginning in March, 2012.  This change was made to give the Treasurer and Finance Committee time 
to review and prepare reports for the Board on the prior month's financial statements. 
 
Requests from the Religious Education Committee 
At the RE Committee‘s request, the Board approved their moving forward to formulate an official Safe 
Congregation policy and a policy to address the needs of young adults in the congregation.  The RE 
Committee will provide specific recommendations for ad hoc committee members in these two areas.   
 
Construction Update 
Don Mohr, Past Co-President, gave a brief update on the progress of the construction.  The Planning 
Committee has been getting bids for new lighting installations in the courtyard and memorial garden 
areas.  Due to the high costs being quoted, they are exploring less expensive options.  The Memorial 
Garden Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Ann Johnson, President-Elect, has been drafting a policy for 
the function and operation of the memorial garden.   
 
Ministerial Search/Transition Process 
Pat Mohr, Past Co-President, presented a proposal to amend our bylaws to include the establishment 
of a Ministerial Transition Committee.  The Board approved forwarding this amendment to the 
congregation for approval, and set March 11, 2012 as the date for a Special Congregational Meeting 
for this purpose.  The Leadership Development Committee will recommend members for election to 
this committee at that time.  These congregational actions will enable us to begin the process of 
calling and installing Rev. Dr. Neal Jones as our settled Minister later this year.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 

     

 

    RE Calendar 

 Saturday, Feb. 25-Sunday, Feb. 26: Elementary Lock-In 

 Sunday, Feb. 26: Youth Group, 5:30 p.m., Room 5 

 Sunday, March 11: Pancake Breakfast, 9-10:30 a.m., Social Hall 

 Sunday, March 11: Middle School/Neighboring Faiths Field Trip  

 to Reformation Lutheran 

 Sunday, March 11: Youth Group, 5:30 p.m., Room 5 
 
  
Upcoming RE Lessons 
March 18: 

 Preschool (We Are Many, We Are One): ―Both Boys and Girls Can,‖ Room 6 

 K-2nd (Moral Tales): Justice for All, Part Two, Room 9 

 3rd-5th (Love Connects Us): ―Seeing True/True Seeing,‖ Room 10 

 6th-8th (Neighboring Faiths): Integrating Our Experience, Room 7 

 9th-12th (Coming of Age): Attend Worship Service 
March 25:  

 Preschool, K-2nd, 3rd-5th and 6th-8th:  Social Action lesson with Green Committee, Room 8 

 9th-12th (Coming of Age): Car Wash during Worship Service 
Junior Choir Schedule: 

 March 18: Rehearse at 10:20 a.m., Room 8 

 March 25: Rehearse at 10:20 a.m., Room 8 
 
Hogwarts Camp Half Full 
 Our Hogwarts Summer Camp is filling up fast, so submit your registration and payment soon 
to reserve your space in this fun-filled theatrical experience based on the Harry Potter books and 
movies. Camp brochures and registration forms are available on the shelf outside the DRE‘s office. 
 Our RE Wing will transform into Hogwarts School of Magic & Fun for the entire summer, with 
three weeks of summer camp (June 11-15, June 25-29 and July 23-27), several Hogwarts lessons 
for our Sunday RE programming, and a Hogwarts Multigenerational Service July 29. We‘re in need of 
staff and volunteers for the camp and summer program; please email dre@uucolumbia if you‘d like to 
join us in the magical world of Hogwarts this summer! 
 
RE Committee Meets March 18 
 The Religious Education Committee for Children and Youth meets Sunday, March 18 at 12:30 
p.m. in Room 5. 
 
RE Calendar 
 

 Friday, March 16-Sunday, March 18: Youth Group Camping Trip to Lowcountry 

 Sunday, March 18: RE Committee Meeting, Room 5, 12:30 p.m. 

 Sunday, March 25: Youth Group Car Wash Fundraiser, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 
UUCC Pledge Report  
          As of March 10th, we have received $129,436 in pledges, which puts us two-thirds of the way 
toward our goal of $195,000.  Increase your pledge and turn in your pledge card to Sue Thayer in the 
Social Hall after Sunday‘s service.   
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 
 
 
 

March 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Wed., & Fri.    7:00 am Social Hall 

Board Meeting 3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class 2
nd

 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 3
rd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Alcove 

UU Humanist  4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation March 18 12:15 pm Classroom # 8  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 5 

Rentals    

American United April 1
st
 Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-647-9283  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  9:30 am and  
6:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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The Unigram           
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

  
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
====================================================================== 
 

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

      Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are  
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to  
affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and 
society at large 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

 Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part 
 

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual 
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information, 
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., Mar. 25, 
which will be published on Wed., Mar.28.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


