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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Religious Education:
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for
children ages 3 through 12th grade

Feb. 13, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Inflammatory
Speech (Vitriol) and Its Effect
11:00 am Sermon Topic: On Darwin
Day, Rev. Dr. Jones' sermon will be
"A Sacred Story"

Feb. 20, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Can We
Tolerate Islam?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "The Mirror
of Money" by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones
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Ministerial Musings

Lifetime Learning

In the Baptist tradition I grew up in, there was a
preoccupation with "getting saved," which was the process you
went through in order to get your ticket into heaven. It was a
two-step process. At the end of a worship service, when the
preacher extended the habitual "invitation" to the tune of the
Billy Graham hymn, "Just as I Am," you went forward and
confessed to the preacher, God, and congregation that you
were a sinner and that you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior. In a few weeks or months, you would be baptized,
and with no paltry sprinkling of water, but with full immersion
in the baptismal pool situated up high behind the pulpit where
everyone could see. The intended symbolism was burying the
old, sinful self and being raised to new life, but it felt more like
being drowned and rescued in the nick of time.

I didn't like "getting saved," either the act itself (which
was scary) or the theology (which was complacent). By
"complacent," I mean that being saved implied that school was
out. There were no more tests to study for or lessons to be
learned. Being saved meant that you had graduated. You had
reached your final goal in life (getting into heaven). You had
arrived. The rest of life is recess. I have to admit that there’s
something very appealing about that.

One of the reasons I became a Unitarian Universalist is
that UUs see all of life as a school and themselves as perpetual
students. Life is always presenting us with lessons, and if you
don’t learn your lesson today, life will give you another test
tomorrow. Haven’t you known people who couldn’t seem to
learn their lessons? Like the woman who keeps dating and
marrying alcoholic men. Or the man who is perpetually alone
because his temper keeps driving people away. When we
finally learn our lesson, we graduate and life will present us
with a new lesson. I think this is the way people who are
attentive to their spiritual growth tend to view life.

Which is why at the UUCC, we offer religious education
classes not just to children but to adults, as well. In the fall
and spring, we offer five weeks of Adult Ed courses, meeting
on successive Monday nights. This year, they begin on
February 21 with a potluck each Monday at 6:00 before we
break up into our three classes:

Cont’d. on Page 2
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Cont’d. from Page 1

THE STORY OF STUFF Led by Sonya Jones and Bauer Westeren
Let There Be… Stuff? In this program we will learn about the relationship between our consumption,
our faith, and the health of the planet. We will develop a deeper understanding of the problems
facing the planet, raise awareness of the changes needed, and empower ourselves to develop
environmentally sustainable patterns of consumption that honor creation and deepen our spiritual
lives. It's chock full of hands-on exercises, thought-provoking questions, and great group activities.

THE SEVEN VIRTUES Led by Neal Jones and Pat Mohr
Unitarians have always emphasized salvation, not by grace or faith, but by character. What is
salvation by character? It means becoming fully human, developing our distinctive potential as
human beings. Rev. Jones and Pat Mohr will present a DVD series of presentations made by the Rev.
Dr. Galen Guengerich of All Souls Unitarian Church of New York City at this year’s General Assembly
of the UUA, which they attended. The series explores seven virtues; wisdom, courage, compassion,
justice, temperance, transcendence and hope. Wouldn’t everyone like to the kind of person who
embodies these traits?

HEART TO HEART Led by Peter Kandis and Ann Johnson
“If we want to support each others’ inner lives, we must remember a simple truth: the human soul
does not want to be fixed; it simply wants to be seen and heard.” Heart to Heart focuses on sharing
one’s spiritual journey and listening to the stories of others. The group will be safe, non-judgmental
place where we can truly be open, leading to spiritual discovery and growth. When we listen with an
open heart, we experience ourselves and others with compassion and understanding. Open hearted,
deep listening is a gift we can give one another. This is a structured sharing format developed by
Rev. Christine Robinson, Senior Minister of First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque and a former
minister here at UUCC. Participants may want to keep a journal in preparation for sharing. This group
will be limited to 10 participants.

You may register for one of these classes at the table with the red tablecloth in the social hall
after Sunday's service or email Ann Johnson at annj@logicsouth.com. Childcare will be available
upon request at the time of registration.

See you in school, where the learning never ends.
Neal

****************************************************



3

Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to...

Will Lamb, who has undergone laser treatment for one brain tumor and surgical removal of another. This
latter procedure was performed on Thursday, and Will and wife Ann Elizabeth were back at the UUCC on
Sunday!

Jim Mounts, who has returned home from the hospital and is doing well after suffering a mild heart attack
and having two stents inserted into his coronary arteries.

We extend our congratulations to…

Bob Amundson, who has become the Executive Director of Affordable Housing Resources, a nonprofit
organization which provides affordable housing to people transitioning from homelessness and/or shelter
care.

Lee Myers, who has purchased a house at 233 Elmwood Blvd. in Elgin.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

**************************************************************************************************************************

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

New to UU Class Sunday, Feb. 13
Rev. Dr. Jones will discuss UU history on Sunday, Feb. 13th New to UU Class immediately following the
service in the piano room of the RE wing. Meeting the second Sunday of each month, this class is for new
members and those considering joining the UUCC.

Pancake Breakfast Time Again!
Enjoy some special Valentine’s treats at our monthly pancake breakfast Sunday,
Feb. 13 from 9-10:30 a.m. Pancake offerings will include vegan chocolate,
chocolate chip, banana, blueberry and strawberry. Cost is $5 for all-you-can-eat
pancakes, $1 for a child’s plate (one pancake and juice). Proceeds will help our
youth attend UUA General Assembly/Youth Caucus in Charlotte this summer.

YRUU to Host Chocolate Auction Feb. 13
It’s a UUCC Valentine’s tradition! Following the service on Feb. 13, our YRUU (senior high) group will have
various chocolate goodies available for sale, including cakes, pies, cookies, candy and even Cincinnati
chili with chocolate. All proceeds will go toward the YRUU group attending Youth Caucus at General
Assembly in Charlotte. Bring your appetite and checkbook. For more information, email
dre@uucolumbia.org.

UUCC Serving Valentine's Dinner at Family Shelter
UUCC will serve Valentine's dinner to the residents of the Family Shelter on Two Notch Rd. on Monday,
Feb. 14, and we Still need a few volunteers to help cook and serve. Volunteers must be available between
5 and 9 p.m. and be able to be on their feet the entire time. Due to limited kitchen space, the first six
volunteers will be accepted. Please note that children under the age of 12 are not allowed in the kitchen. If
you are interested, email Lisa Casey at bluedogyoga@hotmail.com as soon as possible. More details will
follow. Thank you!
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Cleaning Up after Ourselves
Our new custodian, Will Lamb, has declined his position with us because of medical reasons. Until we hire
a custodian, we will be relying on volunteers to do things like set up the tables and chairs, sweep the floor,
take out the trash, wash dishes, and unload the dishwasher. When your group uses the social hall and
kitchen, please make arrangements to clean up after yourself. By pulling together, we can adjust to this
temporary inconvenience.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Collecting canned vegetables, fruits, soups, stews, meats and tuna, peanut
butter, rice, instant potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese, powdered milk, sugar,
coffee, diapers and personal hygiene items. Donations will be delivered
each Monday.

Play Readers
Come and vent your ego. We shall have our next play reading on Wed., Feb 16th at 7.00 in the evening at
the fellowship. Fulfill your desire to be a villain or participate in tender love scenes-they are all part of the
play. All are welcome-and you are guaranteed a part-or not, if you prefer. Ron Edge 771 7104

Shared Ministry Committee
The Shared Ministry Committee (SMC) is here to help. The SMC periodically advises the Board of
Trustees on the overall health of the congregation and serves as ombudsman for the congregation. The
members of the SMC are David Crockett (chair), Rev. Neal Jones, Jessica Kross, and Eve Ross.
Contact David Crockett, or any member of the SMC for more information. SharedMin@uucolumbia.org

UU Outdoor Group
The UU Outdoor Group will hike a trail at the Harbison State Forest on
Feb.19th at 10 am. The address is 5500 Broad River Road. Please meet Claire
at the entrance in a silver Honda Civic. Claire's cell number is 803-351-4550.
See you then hikers!

Christmas in February!
We will have a special guest giving our congregation a special gift during our Sunday service on February
20. It's not Santa Claus, but he's the next best thing. The President of the Thomas Jefferson District, Jim
Key, will present the UUCC with a check from the Chalice Lighter grant. This check will jump-start our
building fund for the soon-to-come renovations to our playground and social hall, as well as the
construction of a memorial garden. Come and see how much we're receiving for this exciting new venture!

September Set
Because of the UUCC Coffeehouse Concert at the fellowship on Fri., Feb. 25th, we will Not have
September Set this month. We will meet again in March as scheduled.
P.S. September Setters can attend the Coffeehouse free on Fri., Feb. 25th.

UU Coffeehouse Saturday February 12, 2011
Caroline Aiken, www.carolineaiken.com/
Opening the show will be singer-songwriter Elaine Townsend.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult. Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.
For more information, visit our website at uucoffeehouse.org
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Financial Report as of January 31:
Expected Pledges $107,916
Actual Pledges Received $112,769
Amount over budget $ 4,853

Annual Mountain Retreat April 15- 17
The time is rolling around again for our springtime UUCC weekend at The
Mountain. Come experience what our kids have known for a long time, the
beauty of the Appalachians at our beloved camp and conference center. It
is a great place for community with nature and one another. Fees include
food and lodging for dinner Friday through lunch Sunday. Prices have
increased a bit this year for sustainability of The Mountain. Adults $190,
children ages 4-12 $40, and ages 13-17 $64. Applications arrived late so
pick yours up in the Foyer and send directly to The Mountain. Questions
call Joan Watterson, 787-7873.

Vegetarian Zero-Waste Potluck
After the service on February 27th, the Green Committee invites you to a Vegetarian Zero-Waste Potluck.
The main goal is to enjoy food and fellowship. The second goal is to have a potluck with the lowest
environmental impact possible! The Green Committee challenges you to bring a vegetarian dish and
produce the least amount of waste possible (from purchase to consumption).
Be creative! Avoid plastic bags and over-packaged food. Make everything from scratch if you can. Avoid
Styrofoam-packed fruits and vegetables at the grocery store. Choose local products. Bring your dish in a
reusable container. Bring your own cloth napkin.
Contact Andrea Pixley or Michelle Andra for more information.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

UUAM (UU Animal Ministry)
The UU Animal Ministry is urging animal lovers to write to their own State
Senator about an outrageous cruelty. Senator Joel Lourie is introducing
S 201 to end bear baying (or bear baiting) in South Carolina. This is the
practice of allowing dogs to attack a tethered bear whose teeth and claws
have been removed. If you do not know who you senator is,
e-mail marilynmiss@yahoo.com.

Finding Common Religious Ground: A Gathering for Spiritual Reflection
Are there common bonds that connect the major religions of the world? How does your faith

system approach this question? What are your personal views? How do we handle differences that exist
between people of various faiths?

Clayton Memorial Unitarian Universalist Church is providing a symposium on this topic on
Saturday, February 26 from 10 AM until 12:30 PM.

Presenters are: The Rev. Dr. Herman Yoos, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, S.C.
Synod, Rabbi Leah Doberne-Shore, Assistant Jewish Chaplain, USC, Dr. Waleed El-Ansary, Director,
Islamic Studies, USC, Dr. Michael Beggs, Chairman, Department of Religion, Newberry College, and Rev.
Ralph Garofano, Pastor, Clayton Memorial UU Church.

The format for the symposium will be a series of reflections by the presenters, conversations
between them, special music and activities related to the topic and an opportunity for the audience to
dialogue with the presenters and each other.

Clayton Memorial Church is located in Newberry, SC on Highway 219, 1.3 miles east of the I-26
exit (exit #76). The event is free and no advanced registration is required. Questions? Call John Halfacre
(803) 924-3490.

www.mountaincenters.org
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NOTICE OF UUCC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, February 20, 2011, 12:30 PM

ITEMS TO BE VOTED ON: Proposed Bylaws Changes

• We propose replacing Section 4 (Non-discrimination) with a new Section 4 (Inclusion)

DELETE:
Section 4. NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Fellowship affirms and promotes the full participation of persons in all its activities,
including membership, programming, hiring practices and the calling of religious
professionals, without regard to race, color, creed, gender, gender expression, physical
ability, affectional or sexual orientation, age or national origin.

REPLACE WITH:

Section 4. INCLUSION
Systems of power, privilege, and oppression have traditionally created barriers for persons
and groups with particular identities, ages, abilities, and histories. We pledge to do all we can
to replace such barriers with ever-widening circles of solidarity and mutual respect. We strive
to be a congregation that truly welcomes all persons and commit to structuring
congregational life in ways that empower and enhance everyone’s participation.

• We propose adding to Section 8.1 (Standing Committees) a new subsection L (Green
Sanctuary Committee)

ADD:

Section 8.1 Standing Committees

(l) Green Sanctuary Committee – The Green Sanctuary Committee should consist of a Chair
and Members and/or Friends of the Congregation representing all aspects of congregational
life including religious education, worship, buildings and grounds, finance, and social justice.
In keeping with the goals of the Green Sanctuary Program, the Green Sanctuary Committee
shall:

(i) build awareness of societal environmental issues

(ii) generate commitment for personal lifestyle changes

(iii) motivate members to community action on environmental issues

(iv) build a connection between spiritual practice and environmental consciousness

(v) build awareness of and rectify environmental injustices
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There certainly was a “HOT TIME at UUCC” January 29 thanks to many, many of you!
Our rousing Membership Appreciation evening was filled with toe-tapping music provided by
Bonne Terre, smiles of pleasure, twirling dancers, an abundance of tasty appetizers, and one
dazzling presentation of cherries jubilee.

The Canvass Committee provided the backbone of the effort – MANY THANKS to Alison
Thirkield, Sue Thayer, Dave Crockett, Ann Johnson, Marcia Fletcher, and Andrea Pixley for all
your contributions!

There was a multitude of other tasks that contributed to our marvelous evening, and I
hope I have not omitted anyone from this list. (I was having such a good time myself that I
forgot to make a list!) Here’s a big round of applause for Carita Barr, Regina Moody, Steven
Cooper, Joe Long, Eve Ross, Jessica Kross, Andrea Dudick, Andrea Derrick, Beth Johnson,
Elizabeth Harris, Jeff Cruse, Noelle Thirkield, Barry Ahrendt, Bauer Westeren, Neal Jones,
David Long, Susan Robinson, Lisa Eason, Sarah and Chris Corbett, Ivy Lynn Kaiser, Mike Allen,
Steve Dennis, Gin Beery, and John Squire.

And thanks to all of you who attended -- we really know how to celebrate our UU
community! I am grateful to be part of it.
Janet Swigler, Party Chair

********************************************************

from:

UU Service Committee for supporting the Guest at Your Table gift of $900.00, which they received on
January 10, 2011. To learn more about their work go to www.uusc.org.

Family shelter for supporting their Annual Holiday Assistance Program. It made a difference in the lives of
the homeless families during the holiday season.

SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center for the generous contribution of $476.00 … they are grateful for
friends and allies who allow them to protect the state’s most vulnerable citizens.
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Religious Education

Desperately Seeking Youth Advisors for Sr. High CON
We have four youth signed up to attend Sr. High Con at The
Mountain (March 4-6) but no advisors. Our group cannot attend
without at least one female advisor/driver. If we do not have an
advisor soon, we will have to cancel the trip. Please consider
helping our youth experience the wonderful youth community at The
Mountain. Email dre@uucolumbia.org for more information.

Bring Your Chocolate Goodies Sunday
We ask each member of the YRUU group make and bring two chocolate items for the Chocolate Auction
Feb. 13. One item should be sold whole (e.g. cake or pie), and the second item should be cookies,
brownies, fudge or other small treats divided up into two or three items and placed in plastic baggies.
Youth should arrive with their chocolate items at 10 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 13 to set up and prepare for the
chocolate auction. For more information, email dre@uucolumbia.org.

YRUUs Participating in Service Feb. 20
YRUU teens will attend and participate in the worship service Feb. 20. Please see the sign-up list in the
YRUU room to choose a particular responsibility (e.g. greeter, chalice lighter, take up offering, etc.).

Snacks Available for Children with Dietary Restrictions
We now have gluten-free, sugar-free and dairy-free snacks available for children in the RE program. These
snacks can be found in a separate tub on the snack table and are reserved for children with dietary
restrictions. If you have suggestions or requests for other snacks, please email dre@uucolumbia.org.

YRUUs To Take Part in Phone Book Sculpture Contest
New phone books will soon be delivered, and we’d like your old ones. UUCC youth will participate in the
Keep the Midlands Beautiful teen phone book sculpture contest March 12, part of KMB’s phone book
recycling program. Phone books can be dropped off in the YRUU (sofa) room anytime before March 2.
Advice on constructing a phone book sculpture (freestanding with no tape, glue, etc.) is also welcome.
Youth wishing to participate in the contest must have a waiver form (available on the shelf outside the
DRE’s office) signed by a parent or guardian. The first seven youth to turn in a completed and signed
waiver form will be on the team.

Here’s Your Chance to Lead a Children’s Chapel!
Children in Pre-K through 5th grade will celebrate Earth Day April 3 by holding a Council of All Beings,
where they will portray animals or insects and discuss how these beings are treated by humans. Children
will select an animal or insect they would like to represent at the Council, then discuss ways in which this
species is affected by people. As a craft at home, children can make a mask from recycled materials to
represent their being, then wear the mask during the Council. For more information or to volunteer for the
Council of All Beings, please email dre@uucolumbia.org or talk to Lisa Eason.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The deadline is Sun., Feb. 20, 2011 for the next issue, which will be published on Wed., Feb. 23, 2011.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director Religious Education Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org

Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

February 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am

Wed. 5:30 pm
6:00 am Social Hall

Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Play Readers 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Rentals
Americans United No Meeting in February 6:00 pm Sanctuary
NORML (National Organization

Reform Marijuana Laws)
1st Tuesday 7:00 PM 6th & 7th Grade Classroom

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 9:30 am and
6:00 pm

Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to
affirm and promote:

♦ The inherent worth and dignity of every person
♦ Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships
♦ Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
♦ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
♦ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and

society at large
♦ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
♦ Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information,
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees.
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