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 Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm followed by a Coffee
                 Hour in the Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service for infants
                 through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM Religious Ed. classes
                 for children ages 3 through 12th grade

What Is In this Issue

Ministerial Musings……….…………..…..Page 1 & 2
Community Chalice & Announcements...Page 2
Upcoming Meetings & Events…………...Page 2 & 3
Youth Group & Religious Education…….Page 4
Feb. Calendar ……………………..………Page 5

Feb. 8 , 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: “Sustainability”
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "The Sacrament of
Marriage" by Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

Feb. 15 , 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: “Will Republicans Sabotage
Obama’s Administration?”
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Casting Out Our Demons:
A Brief American History” by Dan T. Carter, Education
Foundation Professor of History Emeritus, USC

STATS for Nov. 30, 2008
Attendance:    adults,   children
Contributions: $   .00

 STATS for Dec. 7 , 2008:
Attendance:   adults & children
Contributions: $  .00
Needed for Weekly Budget: $ 3,893.00

Ministerial Musings

Rev. Jones delivered the invocation at this year's Martin Luther King day rally at the state capitol, one day before the
inauguration of Barack Obama.

Invocation for King Day at the Dome  January 19, 2009
Spirit of Life and Love, as we assemble in the shadow of a flag which symbolizes a heritage of hate, we gather

not with bitterness but with faith that the moral arc of the universe may be long, but it bends toward justice.  Tomorrow at
noon, it will bend a little more as an African American senator takes the oath of office to become the President of the
United States, standing on Capitol steps laid by African slaves. Martin Luther King himself could not have imagined this
historic inauguration when he preached his dream of
equality in the nation’s capital in 1963.  It is indeed a dream come true.

It is dream come true for Africans kidnapped from their homes, crammed into the bowels of slave ships, thrown
overboard when they were sick, and brought against their will to this “land of the free.”
  It is a dream come true for people of color who were bought and sold on the auction block like livestock, torn from
their families, prohibited from marriage, disallowed to read and write, shackled in chains, brutalized and raped by slave
masters, made to work without wages, and on whose backs bore the economy of this prosperous young nation.

It is a dream come true for freed slaves who were denied their civil liberties as citizens and their dignity as human
beings by the separate and unequal system of segregation and who were intimidated by hooded terrorists, ashamed to
show their faces, who burned their homes, bombed their churches, and made of them a strange fruit hanging from trees
by a noose.

It is a dream come true for civil rights marchers, some of whom we are privileged to have in our midst, who
endured fire hoses and tear gas, vicious dogs and billy clubs, cattle prods and bull whips, boycotts and bullets as bravely
as any soldier on the battlefield, for they were foot soldiers for freedom.

Yes, tomorrow will be a dream come true in the high places of power.  But let us not allow our celebration to deter
us from the work that remains to be done in the low places of racial inequality and economic disparity.

In the low places young men and women who have no viable opportunities here at home are sent abroad to fight
an unnecessary and unjust war so that people in high places may profit from their blood.

In the low places many working people must work two and three jobs just to survive because a minimum wage is
not a livable wage.

In the low places 46 million Americans don’t have health insurance and must make that unconscionable choice
between a visit to the doctor and a visit to the grocery store.

In the low places there is a corridor of shame of school children, our boys and girls, our future, consigned by their
state government to a minimally adequate education as if that were morally adequate.

Whether your ancestors came to these shores in a pilgrim ship or a slave ship, we are all in the same boat now.
                                                   Cont'd. on page 2



2

 Community Chalice

 Cont'd from page 1

Whether you listen to hip hop, be bop, doo wop,
or dance the lindy hop, it’s time for all of us to sing from
the same page a song of dignity and worth for all persons.

Whether you wear saggy pants or pull your pants
up to your chin, it’s time for all of us to put on our work
clothes and get down in the trenches and work for justice
in the low places, even right here down in South Carolina,
where in too many categories, we are at the top of
everything bad and at the bottom of everything good.

Let us join hands and work together for that day
when, “Justice will roll down like water, and righteousness
like a mighty stream.”  Let us work for that day when the
promise that “all persons are created equal” will be a
promised fulfilled.  Let us work together to make the
American dream a reality for all people, and let us make it
reality in the low places as well as the high places.  May
you and I be fortified for this noble work by the courage of
our convictions, the hope of our ideals, and the strength of
our faith.  Amen.

 We extend our congratulations to…

Warner Montgomery, who received the 2008
Journalist of the Year from the American Board of Trial
Advocates and who is retiring after 20 years as
publisher of The Columbia Star.  He will become a
gentleman farmer on his and Linda’s land in Horrell Hill.

Gene Keener, who has a new job with Brinks Security
in Charlotte.

Bob and Joan Amundson, who have a new
grandson, Rhys James Campbell, born on January 29.

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

 Adult Education
We are beginning to plan for the Spring Session of
Adult Education and invite folks interested in
participating in the planning to meet with our
committee on Committee Night Wed. Feb 4th.  We
have three excellent classes lined up, but will need
help organizing publicity, sign ups, meals and so forth.
Ann Johnson

Sanctuary Suggestions
We are successfully back in the sanctuary but there
may be a few details that need tweaking.  If you have
comments or suggestions about the arrangement,
sound, lighting, access to hymnals or anything else,
please contact Janet Swigler --- 252-2204 or
jlswigler@aol.com.

Committee Night
Committee Night is held the first Wednesday night of
each month. The next committee night is Wed., Feb. 4,
2009. All committees are encouraged to participate in
the dinner and in the meeting hour, immediately
following dinner. Any member of the congregation is
encouraged to participate in the dinner, and is
welcome to sit in on any committee meeting. The
evening begins with dinner at 6:00, and ends around
8:00, depending on the time needed for each
committee’s meeting.

Congregational Mountain Retreat
We have a unique opportunity to spend a weekend
together as a group at The Mountain. The Mountain is
a beautiful retreat owned and run by Unitarian
Universalists located in the Appalachian Mountains
near Highland, NC. Fifty spots are being held for us for
the weekend of April 24, 25, & 26

th
. It will provide a

wonderful setting for becoming better acquainted with
one another while relaxing and participating in The
Mountain’s activities. The cost is $160.00 for adults
and $48.00 for children aged 4 – 12. This includes
Friday dinner through Sunday dinner. Call Joan
Watterson at 787-7873 for reservations. Firm
commitments are needed by Feb. 22

nd
 to hold the

beds. Payment will be due at time of arrival.

A Support Group for Those Who Have Lost
Their Jobs

Each day seems to bring more bad economic news –
layoffs, closings, downsizings, budget cuts, and unpaid
leave days.  While all of us are affected indirectly by this
recession, some have been directly affected.  For this
latter group, Ann Johnson and I would like to offer a
support group.  A support group can't find you a job or
pay your mortgage, but it can provide understanding,
concern, encouragement, and a community so that you
don't feel isolated and alone.  If you or someone you
know is interested, please give me a call (799-0845).

Neal
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 UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tues., Feb. 10, at
7:00 PM in the UUFC RE wing to discuss Water for
Elephants by Sara Gruen.  Anyone with questions may
contact Sandy Chubon at 776-0784.

Fund Raising Action Team Announcement
Next Sunday is the kick off to our Spring Flings with our
Silent Chocolate Auction scheduled for two Sunday’s,
Feb. 8

th
 and Feb. 15. It’s not too late to sign up to bring a

decadent chocolate treat. Call Kimberly Field at 749-
5623. Whether you sign up or not be ready to bid on
auction items next Sunday.   We already have a Talent
Show and a Guided Nature Photo Excursion scheduled
for March while Game Day and an Evening of Music and
Poetry are scheduled for April. However, that’s just the
beginning. You too can host a Spring Fling Event. Just
pick up a Fling registration form at
http://www.uucolumbia.org-
a.googlepages.com/FratEventRegistration.pdf or at the
fundraising table in the Social Hall on Sunday All events
should be registered by February 8. The proceeds
from our Spring Flings go to support our growing
Fellowship.

If you have questions, suggestions, or ideas for
future Flings, please send e-mail to
fundraising@uucolumbia.org, or call Mike Allen at 803-
338-5126.

Partner Church
The Partner Church Committee is asking the
congregation to participate in collecting Easter cards to
be signed by the congregation and mailed to the church
in Beszterce, Romania. Anyone having extra Easter
cards please bring them. There will be a basket in the
Social Hall to collect the cards. For three weeks we will
ask you to sign them. They will be mailed the middle of
Feb. Donations for postage would be appreciated.
Questions call Carita Barr, 782-0053.

Eve and Justin in the Free Times
Check out the Food & Drink section on page 28 in this
week's Free Times.  It features our own Eve Ross and
Justin Shearer in an article entitled, "Eating on $3 a
Day."  They are trying to see what it's like for food
stamps recipients in South Carolina, who receive
approximately $94 a month.  Also, they are donating the
difference between their new food expenses and their
usual food expenditures to the local food bank Harvest
Hope.  Read all about it in the Free Times.  Copies are
available in the social hall.

September Set
Mark your calendar now for our 4th-Friday potluck
supper 6:00 pm, Feb. 27th in the Social Hall.  Bring food
to share (& a new member).....See ya, Jan

 

Visitor Orientation
 If you are new to UUFC, you are invited to the
Visitor Orientation on Sun., Feb. 22, ten minutes after the
service ends, in Classroom #6. The Visitor Orientation
includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian Universalism, an
opportunity to meet the other new people, and a short
introduction to the activities of this fellowship. A light lunch
will be served.
  If you have already been oriented and would like
to become a member of the Fellowship, please contact
Michelle Andra, Membership Chair, 750-4866,
m_andra@hotmail.com.

Dear UUF Congregation,
You are very welcome to join us Saturday, February 7,
2009, at Dances of Universal Peace from 7-9 pm, in the
UUF Fellowship Hall. These Peace Dances are a modern
synthesis of ancient sacred words, beautiful music, &
prayerful movements from diverse faiths.
Nancy Vakil Kempf of Aiken and I will teach and lead a
variety of peace dances, each inspired by meditative
chanting and music from a different spiritual tradition. You
need no dance experience or partner to partake of these
healing dances. All ages are welcome.
A small donation will be accepted gratefully and will help
to cover expenses for the dance.
Information Dances of Universal Peace in our area can be
found at http://www.carolinasufi.info/
Hope to see you February 7,
Marguerite Frongillo
803-743-0731

Columbia Contra Dance
Feb. 14, 2009 at 7:00 PM — 10:30 pm at UU Social Hall.
General Admission $8.00 at the door
www.contracola.org
Contra Dancing is a form of folk dance, in which the
dancers form a set of two parallel lines, which run the
length of the hall. Each dance consists of a sequence of
moves that ends with couples having progressed up or
down the set. A live band generally provides music, which
typically play a variety of jigs and reels from the Scotch-
Irish tradition. Dancers tend to dress informally. Wear
whatever you find comfortable. Be sure to wear soft-soled,
comfortable, non-marking shoes.
New dancers are welcome and we offer beginner-level
instruction prior to the dance. Many people come to a
Contra Dance alone. The Contra Dance tradition is for
dancers to change partners with each dance; and for
experienced dancers to help incorporate new dancers. If
there is an excess of one gender, it is customary for
women to dance men's parts (and vice versa) to form
couples and extend the set. Jonathan Watterson will be
the dance caller and instructor. The beginner’s workshop
will begin at 7:00 pm and the dance proper will begin at
7:30 pm.
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Religious Education

Sun., Feb. 2nd, Working for a Peaceful, Free, and Fair
World
        The RE Wing/classes met in the piano room for our
Junior Chapel lead by the Junior High group to celebrate the
6th UU Principle for the month of Feb. and to include in the
Feb. curriculum. Spencer lead the Chalice Lighting with the
opening words: "We light our chalice today in hopes that our
world will someday be a peaceful place where people
communicate and bond with one another instead of arguing
and fighting to resolve conflicts."
         The circle of attendees took time to greet and honor
one another and The Junior Choir with Sarah Pregnall
leading us in songs. We had an offertory played by Didi, a
meditation chant, "Baba Nam Kevalam, Divine Love is all
Around and Deep Inside."
          Didi told a story about the sacredness of life...that we
can see it all around us, ...the great big old oak tree that was
in our playground was once a tiny acorn seed and in it was
that amazing mysterious "Divine Love from the Universe" and
that same amazing power is and was in the little cells we
once were inside our Mommy's tummies. Didi told how most
yogis of ancient times and today meditate on that inner
"Divine Love" to have greater peace and understanding. She
contributed Ana's story from before that Ana gets up every
morning to meditate with her mother. Ana said it helps her to
feel peaceful and special inside.
         The Chapel group exercised a demonstration for peace
and freedom with one group chanting "peace is cool' and the
other group, "freedom, freedom." We processed in a circle
around the room and appreciated and acknowledged the
nurturing and liberal environment of our UU Fellowship and
that we hope this for the whole world.
          Tyler Steffey extinguished the Chalice with the closing
words, "Peace takes work, but it is worth it. Let us all work
together to make our world a loving, peaceful place."

Greatness Unfolds...What Happened?? Exerpts of Peter
Kandis, a Pulpit Editorial
    "I’m a Unitarian Universalist and while I would not call my
self a Christian I am an ardent follower of Jesus’ philosophy
of love.  For me, the philosophy of love is seeing the potential
for good in each person and believing in the sanctity of
helping others appreciate that potential in themselves.  I find
that easy to do with almost everyone and for me it is
particularly easy with young ones.
         I am a teacher and so it is natural and easy for me to be
with and interact with a bunch of kids but I know that is not
the case for everyone.  Sure we could use more teachers but
we also need folks just to sit in the classes and to smile at
our children.  Kids need smiling at, we all do.  Because we
want to keep our children safe we strive to have two adults in
every class with the children.  We have two adults in each
classroom one to be the teacher and one to do the smiling. "

Suggestions &Thoughts, Yours Are Important Please, feel
free to share your needs, wishes, and thoughts. We welcome
and deeply appreciate your sharing, as this is how we build a
more caring community.
Thanks, Didi (Lynn Doggette)  tel #: 546-1290
dre@uucolumbia.org

UUFC High School Youth Group meets every Sunday
from 11:00 to 12:15 in Room 5. The Youth Group
program this year includes a curriculum on pop culture
influences, social action projects, and extra-curricular
activities. All members and guests in 8th through 12th
grade are invited to participate. For more information,
parents can contact youth advisor Barbie Seymour at
447-0862 and teens can contact teen leader Ginger
Seymour at 779-5972.

 STATS for Jan 25 , 2009
Attendance: 158 adults, 41 children
Contributions: $ 2,210.00
Needed for Weekly Budget: $ 3,893.00

Religious Education

Book Sale Feb. 7 & 8
th

Feb. 7/8th in the SOCIAL HALL The book sale helps to
support the travel of children going to The UU Mountain
and other important programs for the children and
youths. Come buy some books, cakes, and goodies.
Books for all ages, CD's, cassette tapes.

Parents, on Feb 15th we are excited to have our own
Neal Jones in the back for "A Visit with Neal Day".
That's right, we're stealing him away from the pulpit for
the day so that the youth can get to know him a little
better!  Your mission is to talk to them at home and
come up with a question or two that they would like to
ask him.  Everything from "Do you believe in God" to
"What's your favorite vegetable".  No stone should be
left unturned!  So let's have some fun and make some
real connections!  Get them ready!!

Thoughts from RE Wing:
We are a small team and know that our children are
important and deserve to have fun and interesting
Sunday classes. We have a user-friendly, fun, and
interesting curriculum, and we need help from our
wonderful congregation. You don't have to teach. We
just need a few more helping hands. Children are our
future congregation, an hour or 2 of your time monthly
will make us jump for joy. Please see Didi or Bethany to
find out how you can help.

Register Now!!!        Register Now!!!
Mountain Conference Spring 2009 Schedule (Parents,
these conferences are wonderful for your children. More
info. available in the RE Wing)
February 20th-22nd...........Elementary
March 6th-8th....................Senior High

Important Announcement.....Please order shade
grown organic free trade coffee from the High School
class. These funds help support important activities for
the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862



5

 February 2009

Sun. 8     9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Worship Service
                Children’s Choir

Mon. 9 11:00 AM Partner Church Comm. Mtg.
Wed. 11 10:30 AM Paper Craft Art Class
Sun. 15 9:30 AM Forum
                11:00 AM Worship Service
                   9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

February 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom  # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Didi's Yoga &
Meditation Class

Every Monday 7:00 pm Yoga
8:00 pm Meditation

Classroom with piano

Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Held at individual homes
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, Feb.

every other month
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday 6:00 pm Social Hall

 

                                             CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE
February 13, 2009

 The Columbia Museum of Art and
the UU Coffeehouse present One Leg Up
www.onelegupjazz.com
 In the style of Django Reinhardt and Stephane
Grappelli, One Leg Up plays a Parisian style of acoustic
swing jazz with a repertoire of 1920s, 30s, and 40s jazz
standards, originals, and modern jazz tunes.
 The show will be held at the Columbia Museum
of Art on Main Street in downtown Columbia. Both a
wine and beer bar and a coffee and dessert bar will be
available. Tickets to the show also gain admittance to
the museum for the evening of the show.
 Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school
and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the
number of tickets you need, and pay at the door. Tickets
are also available in advance at the museum kiosk.
Without advance reservations or tickets, prices at the
door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are
free with a paying adult.
 Come at 7:00 and tour the museum. The music
begins at 8:00.

Anti-Racism Conference
February 20 - 22, 2009

UU Fellowship of Raleigh
I know you all have very busy lives and traveling to
Raleigh in February might not be in your plans. But I
would like to personally request that you come to
Raleigh and share in this important weekend. This
conference isn't about blame or guilt.  It is about seeing
our society in an entirely new and different way - a way
that will help us build bridges and tear down the walls
that separate races and cultures in our congregations
and in our communities. I promise that you will leave this
weekend encouraged, inspired, and ready to make a
difference. Please do what you can to be with us. You
won't be disappointed. The registration fee is $55 for
each adult until 2/10/09; $65 thereafter. Fee for Youth
(13 - 18) is $25. Children are free.
Information about the conference and online registration
is on the website of the district: http://tjd.uua.org/
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Staff
Minister                    Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor                  Gin Beery
Director of Religious Ed.                     Lynn "Didi" Doggette
Custodian                         John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget
President-Elect Joe Long
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill
Secretary Dean Smith
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Andrea Pixley,
                                     Larry Siegel, James E. Wilson
Past President             Peter Kandis

How to Reach Us  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Dir. Religious Ed. Hours: Tues, Wed. 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Ministers Hours: Tues - Fri 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Neal Jones, Minister -         minister@uucolumbia.org
Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education -     
                                              dre@uucolumbia.org
Gin Beery, Administrator - uufc@uucolumbia.org
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com            <- NEW
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

The Mission of our Fellowship is:

� To nurture and respect each other

in our spiritual growth and

pursuit of meaning,

� To create a welcoming and

engaging environment through

which we work for positive

change in our community and

     the world.

    +++++++++++++++++++++++

Unigram Deadline

The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 9:00 pm, Feb. 15, 2009.

Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue

to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy
 must be received in the office by

            11:15 pm the same day.
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