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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Religious Education:
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for
children ages 3 through 12th grade

Feb. 27, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Is the US
the World’s Police?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “Showing
Compassion and Saving the Planet
One Veggie Burger at a Time: The
Ethical Implications of our Food
Choices” by Rev. Dr. Vernon
Chandler

March 6, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic:
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Why
Bad Things Happen?" by Rev. Dr.
Neal Jones
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Ministerial Musings

Staking Up Tomatoes

At this past Sunday's service, a former member who
grew up in the UUCC, Mary Etta McCarthy's daughter Laura,
observed how much our congregation has grown since she
attended back in the day when we were located in an old
church building in the Olympia neighborhood. Yes, we have
come a long way since then, and as I look out on our nearly full
seats on Sunday mornings, it appears that our growth has been
accelerating in recent years.

Growth requires support to sustain it. I spoke recently
of my grandfather Puckett and his vegetable garden. I can still
picture him staking up his tomato plants. Without those
tobacco-stick stakes to support the growing tomato vines, his
tomatoes would have rotted on the ground. Economic growth
requires the support of an infrastructure, too -- roads and
bridges, water and sewage service, police and fire protection,
trade and commerce rules and regulations, health and safety
inspections, a judicial system, health care coverage, and
education. One of the truly short-sighted tenets of the current
conservative movement in our state and country is that we
have to "get government out of the way" so that the economy
can recover and prosper. Yet without a sound infrastructure to
sustain economic growth, we are attempting to build a house
without a foundation.

Congregational growth must also be supported by an
infrastructure. Congregational infrastructure is constituted by
our Board of Trustees, our committees, budgets and pledge
drives, a newsletter and website, policies and procedures, rules
and regulations, and all that boring organizational stuff. Yet
without this boring stuff, we could not enjoy the fun stuff, like
educational programs for children and adults, social action
projects, worship services, potlucks and circle suppers. As we
continue to grow, we will face a two-fold challenge: to keep
pace with an infrastructure that can support our growth without
letting our organizational requirements stifle our spontaneity,
common sense, caring for one another, and sense of
community. So far, it's been a balancing act that I think we
have carried off pretty well.

Cont’d. on Page 2
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Cont’d. from Page 1

Our congregational infrastructure is also made up of paid staff, who include, in addition to
myself, our Administrator, Gin Beery; our Director of Religious Education (DRE), Lisa Eason; and our
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill. A couple of weeks ago, our Board approved the hiring of two additional
staff: Andrea Dudick as Assistant Bookkeeper and Jeff Kruse as Custodian. Andrea will be attending
to bookkeeping duties that are beyond Ann Cargill's job description, namely recording deposits and
writing checks. Jeff will be attending to custodial duties that are beyond the weekly cleaning service's
job description, namely social hall setup, kitchen cleanup, yard care, and minor repairs and
maintenance of our building. Both are well qualified. Andrea has over 15 years of direct, hands-on
experience in bookkeeping, accounting, and paralegal work; and Jeff, who is a chef by training and
employment, has a lifetime of experience cleaning, ordering, building, repairing, and maintaining
things. (If you want proof, take a look inside the dreaded custodial closet in the RE wing. For the first
time in memory, you can actually enter it and find things!) Both have the advantage of attending our
congregation, so they know us and our congregation's "culture." We are extremely lucky to be able to
fill these two staff positions with two of our own.

The vines are growing, and we're adding stakes.
Neal

**************************************************************************

Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to...

Ann Johnson, whose mother, Ruth Decker, died on Feb. 18th in Philadelphia. She was 92.

Madonna Gauthreaux, whose mother, Mary Catoe (also known as "Maw"), died last weekend.

Ron Edge, who experienced a mild stroke on Saturday. Thankfully, the symptoms have mostly
disappeared; however, hospital tests reveal that he may have some heart problems.

Susan DuPlessis, whose stepfather, Pryor, died on February 22 in Greenville.

We extend our appreciation to…

Don and Carol Dodson for donating a refrigerator to our congregation.

We extend our congratulations to…

Tyler Pixley, who is a finalist in the National Merit Scholarship Program.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

September Set
Because of the UUCC Coffeehouse Concert at the fellowship on Fri., Feb. 25th, we will Not have
September Set this month. We will meet again in March as scheduled.
P.S. September Setters can attend the Coffeehouse free on Fri., Feb. 25th.

UU Coffeehouse Friday February 25, 2011
Shannon Whitworth, http://shannonwhitworth.net/ and Barrett Smith, http://www.myspace.com/barrettnow

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult. Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.
For more information, visit our website at uucoffeehouse.org

Vegetarian Zero-Waste Potluck
After the service on February 27th, the Green Committee invites you to a Vegetarian Zero-Waste Potluck.
The main goal is to enjoy food and fellowship. The second goal is to have a potluck with the lowest
environmental impact possible! The Green Committee challenges you to bring a vegetarian dish and
produce the least amount of waste possible (from purchase to consumption).
Be creative! Avoid plastic bags and over-packaged food. Make everything from scratch if you can. Avoid
Styrofoam-packed fruits and vegetables at the grocery store. Choose local products. Bring your dish in a
reusable container. Bring your own cloth napkin.
Contact Andrea Pixley or Michelle Andra for more information.

Harvest Hope Food Bank
The mission statement of the Harvest Hope Food Bank is: To provide for the needs
of hungry people by gathering and sharing quality food with dignity, compassion
and education. Let's make it a weekly habit to bring non-perishable food items and
personal hygiene for every week. Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank
every Monday.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

First Sunday Pancake Breakfast
The youth will be cooking pancakes for you every 2nd Sunday before the service,
from 9:30-10:30. $5 for all the pancakes you can eat, or $1 Kid’s Plate (1 pancake
and OJ). Coffee and juice are available for 50 cents. Please join us on March 13
for the next one. All proceeds will be used to help fund the youth to attend General
Assembly in Charlotte next summer.
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Finding Common Religious Ground: A Gathering for Spiritual Reflection
Are there common bonds that connect the major religions of the world? How does your faith system
approach this question? What are your personal views? How do we handle differences that exist between
people of various faiths?
Clayton Memorial Unitarian Universalist Church is providing a symposium on this topic on Saturday,
February 26 from 10 AM until 12:30 PM.
Presenters are: The Rev. Dr. Herman Yoos, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, S.C. Synod,
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Shore, Assistant Jewish Chaplain, USC, Dr. Waleed El-Ansary, Director, Islamic
Studies, USC, Dr. Michael Beggs, Chairman, Department of Religion, Newberry College, and Rev. Ralph
Garofano, Pastor, Clayton Memorial UU Church.
The format for the symposium will be a series of reflections by the presenters, conversations between
them, special music and activities related to the topic and an opportunity for the audience to dialogue with
the presenters and each other.
Clayton Memorial Church is located in Newberry, SC on Highway 219, 1.3 miles east of the I-26 exit (exit
#76). The event is free and no advanced registration is required. Questions? Call John Halfacre (803) 924-
3490.

Dances of Universal Peace
You are cordially invited to our next Dances of Universal Peace on Saturday March 5, from 7-9 pm, at
Ed's and my house: call for address.
PEACE is the theme for our March Dance! Our featured dances will include "Send Thy Peace," inspired
by Hazrat Inayat Khan's Prayer for Peace, as well as "Om Buddha Maitreya," "Ram Nam for Peace,"
"Shanti Prashanti," "Shalom Aleichem," among others. Linda Amina McMakin, Nancy Vakil Kempf, Nancy
Noor Schlessel, and I will provide instruction and leadership.
Please come to our March 5 event, and bring your friends and relatives. Allow the sacred phrases to
vibrate through you, and let the body prayers move you in each dance, to guide you to the healing
calmness and love within your own true being. These dances are very accessible, even for those who
"can't dance;" you are encouraged to modify movements to suit your body's needs.
A tiny love offering would be accepted gratefully, to help with dance expenses.
Marguerite Frongillo, 803-743-0731

Women’s Book Group
The UUCC Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, March 8, at 7:00 PM in
Room 5. We will discuss Runaway by Alice Munro. Anyone with questions
may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Spinning Demonstration
The Knit or Not group who meet each Monday evening here at the UUCC, invite you to a spinning
demonstration of hand spun natural fibers on March 28th at 7pm. The demonstration will include a
spinning wheel and various types of drop spindle techniques. If you would like to attend, please contact
Joyce Rodgers at 708 8510 or by email: jrrodgers156@gmail.com

UUAM (UU Animal Ministry)
Representative James Smith has introduced a bill to the South Carolina House
of Representatives similar to the bill Senator Lourie sponsored in the State Senate
to end the torture of bears. (H 3678) The UU Animal Ministry is urging people
who care about animals to write to their own State Representative and urge him
or her to support the Smith bill. The address is PO BOX 11867, Columbia 29211.
If you do not know your rep's name, ask any member of our UUAM for help.

Shared Ministry Committee
The Shared Ministry Committee (SMC) is here to help. The SMC periodically advises the Board of
Trustees on the overall health of the congregation and serves as ombudsman for the congregation. The
members of the SMC are David Crockett (chair), Rev. Neal Jones, Jessica Kross, and Eve Ross.
Contact David Crockett, or any member of the SMC for more information. SharedMin@uucolumbia.org
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March is Partner Church Month
On March 13th, the UUCC will join with the national UU Partner Church Council to celebrate Partner
Church Sunday. It is an opportunity to link in spiritual solidarity with other UUs who are involved in this far-
reaching ministry. There will be related activities and discussion in RE that day for the children to learn
more about the Unitarians in Transylvania.
We will also begin our Easter card project. As in previous occasions, we will have cards to send to our
partner congregation in Beszterce. Look for the Partner Church table where you can find out more about
this project and sign one of the cards.
Knowing that we think about them and wish to continue our friendship means a lot to the folks in
Transylvania. Do stop by the Partner Church table after the service and sign a card.

UUCC represented at Caring for Creation Event
On February 7th, the Sustainable Midlands of Columbia hosted a Caring for Creation seminar and exhibit
for religious organizations of the Midlands. This event brought together the Green Committees of
local religious organizations in order that they might share their accomplishments in promoting
environmental awareness and action and learn from one another. Michelle Andra attended this event on
behalf of our UUCC Green Committee and presented information on our Green Committee, networked,
and gathered useful information for future planning. Stay tuned for more exciting information and updates
from the Green Committee in Unigrams to come. (If you have any questions about the Green Committee,
please contact Andrea Pixley at green@uucolumbia.org or Michelle Andra at (m_andra@hotmail.com.)

Annual Mountain Retreat April 15- 17
The time is rolling around again for our springtime UUCC weekend at The
Mountain. Come experience what our kids have known for a long time, the
beauty of the Appalachians at our beloved camp and conference center. It
is a great place for communing with nature and one another. Fees include
food and lodging for dinner Friday through lunch Sunday. Prices have
increased a bit this year for sustainability of The Mountain. Adults $190,
children ages 4-12 $40, and ages 13-17 $64. Applications arrived late so
pick yours up in the Foyer and send directly to The Mountain. Questions
call Joan Watterson, 787-7873.

www.mountaincenters.org
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New art exhibit in the social hall. Feb 21 - Apr 4th
"The Balancing of Chaos"
Mosaic paper cut creations by Bill Sander
Rock-Paper-Scissors. Like that childhood game, my materials couldn't be
simpler: Glue-Paper-Scissors. But legs no less than launch pads lead to the
sublime.
I am a retired chiropractor and self-taught collage artist. While I concentrate
on cut paper collages, many works are mixed media with acrylic and other
materials. Thematically, I am drawn to the balancing of chaos. Some of my
influences include Monet, Matisse, Dale Chihuly, Dali, Picasso, Miro, and of
course Nature. ---Bill Sander

“This I Value” testimonial
by Peter Kandis

As part of our year-round canvass, UUCC members are offering testimonials during Sunday
services on the importance of our beloved community in their lives. On Sunday, January 30,
Peter Kandis, a past president of our congregation, offered his thoughts on what membership

means to him. Here are some excerpts from his remarks:

I value most highly being part of our covenantal intentional community. The
covenant we share in our beloved community is based on respect, dignity, and
the assumption that our intentions are good. We know that growth is another
name for well-managed conflict. This is where I want to be. This is where I
want to live. This is where I want to work.

The work we do here, be it committee work, children’s and adults religious
education, deadheading the pansies or washing coffee cups is the sunlight
which makes our growth and our growth in connection possible. Our deep
connection gives us the strength and will to change the world.

In our beloved community people are respected not for how much they have,
but for their generosity, how much they share and give away. This extends to
sharing ideas, stories, and life experience, giving of one’s time, and
contributing one’s talents to the well-being of individuals and the community.

In my younger years my Father taught me to pay myself first, so I have been
saving for a long time. Now as I prepare to become an elder and not just older
I am paying this beloved community first. Each year my connection to this
community, to all of you increases, and each year I increase my investment in
us. I’m not quite at 10% yet but that is my goal and I am getting close very
close. I ask you to consider making the same commitment. I love this place
and I love all of you. And that is what I value.
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UUCC Board of Trustees
Summary of February 2011 Meeting

The Board of Trustees met on February 9, 2011 from 6:35 PM to 8:35 PM. Don Mohr, Co-President,
chaired the meeting, which included several issues for discussion and action.

Financial Issues
Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the congregation’s finances through January 31, 2011. We have
received $112,769 in pledge receipts for our current fiscal year; this is $4,852 ahead of budget. Our
expenses are on target with the budget. The Board approved an additional $160 for nursery supplies and
improvements which the RE program has done a wonderful job of completing.

Personnel Issues
On the recommendations of the Personnel Committee, which screened and interviewed candidates, the
Board took two personnel actions. The Board unanimously approved the hiring’s of Andrea Dudick as
Assistant Bookkeeper effective 2/13/2011, and of Jeffrey Kruse as Custodian effective 2/10/2011.

Membership Updates
The Board made formal acknowledgement of the change to Inactive Member status of several persons
based on their moves away from the area or lack of interest and contribution during 2010. This was done
in accordance with the procedures established in our Bylaws. Earlier this month we certified our 2011
active membership total to the UUA at 171 members, an increase from last year. Recent attendance at
Sunday services has taxed our seating capacity. There was preliminary discussion of various options for
managing this, including more efficient use of current seats, revamped seating arrangements, potential
renovations to the sanctuary stage or alcove areas, and the potential addition of a 2nd Sunday service.

Rally to Fund Our Values
The Board unanimously approved co-sponsoring a Rally to Fund Our Values that is being organized by the
Ties That Bind coalition of organizations that are fighting state budget cuts to education and human
services. The rally will be held at the Statehouse on March 12, 2011. In addition, we will be alerting the
other UU congregations in South Carolina about this event.

Building and Grounds Improvements
The Board discussed the process for soliciting competitive bids for the renovations to the Social Hall and
Foyer, and the Courtyard and Memorial Garden construction. The President of the Thomas Jefferson
District will present us the proceeds of our Chalice Lighter grant on Sunday, February 20, 2011.

Share the Plate Innovation
On the recommendation of the Social Action Committee, the Board approved one Share the Plate
collection of 3 months duration for a local charity, based on the model successfully used by the Unitarian
Church in Charleston. The recipient organization will be Homeless Helping Homeless. A representative
from the organization is being invited to speak at our service on February 27, 2011, the start date for this
special collection. The subsequent Share the Plate dates will be on the 2nd Sundays in March and April.

Announcement Protocol
Barry Ahrendt, President-Elect, offered several practical suggestions for the announcement protocol used
by the designated Board member at our Sunday services. These deal with issues of audibility, seating,
and handling of unauthorized announcements from the floor. These were agreed to by the Board.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary
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Religious Education

RE Needs You!
Our cooperative RE program relies heavily on volunteers, and we hope that you will all find some way to
contribute to the program.

Current volunteer opportunities: If you can assist with any of these, please email
dre@uucolumbia.org.

• Four adult volunteers needed to assist with Feb. 27 Social Action/Story of Stuff lesson

• Four adult volunteers needed to assist with March 6 Children’s Chapel/Seeds of Change

• Need teachers and/or assistants in the YRUU classroom Feb. 27; March 6, 13 and 27; and April
3, 10 and 17. We’d particularly like to focus on Social Action and Youth Leadership Development

• Several volunteers needed for playground building days March 18-19 and March 25-26

• Four adult volunteers needed to assist with March 27 Social Action/Story of Stuff lesson

• Need someone to plan and lead the April 3 Children’s Chapel, Earth Day/Council of All Beings,

April 3

• Guest DRE needed April 3 and April 10

• Need two playground supervisors (noon-12:30) and a snack coordinator each week. Sign-up

sheets and job description for each are located next to the playground door and above the snack

table, respectively

Waiver Forms Needed for Phone Book Sculpture Contest
In order to participate in the Keep the Midlands Beautiful teen phone book sculpture contest March 12,
teens must turn in a parent-signed waiver form by Feb. 27. Forms are available on the shelf outside the
DRE office, and the first seven youth to turn in a completed and signed waiver form will be on the team.
Phone books can be dropped off in the YRUU room anytime before March 2. Advice on creating a phone
book sculpture is also welcome.

Consumer Magazines Wanted
Social Action Sunday this month features The Story of Stuff Session 4: “Don’t Buy It,” focusing on how
advertisements influence consumer habits. Please bring general magazines (appropriate for preschoolers
and above) by Feb. 27 and place in the marked box on the shelf outside the DRE office.

Pancake Breakfast March 13
The next Pancake Breakfast will be Sunday, March 13 from 9-10:30 a.m. Cost is $5 for all-you-can-eat
pancakes and $1 for a kid’s plate (1 pancake and juice). Proceeds will help send our youth group to Youth
Caucus at General Assembly in Charlotte this summer.

YRUU Lock-In Scheduled for March 18
Save the date! Robin Scherer and Ivy Coleman are organizing a YRUU lock-in for Friday, March 18. More
volunteers are needed, including adult male chaperones. More details to follow. Contact
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information or to volunteer.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The deadline is Sun., March 6, 2011 for the next issue, which will be published on Wed., March 9, 2011.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director Religious Education Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Assistant Bookkeeper Andrea Dudick
Custodian Jeff Kruse
Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

March 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am

Wed. 5:30 pm
6:00 am Social Hall

Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Play Readers 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Barnes & Noble
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
NORML (National Organization

Reform Marijuana Laws)
1st Tuesday 7:00 PM 6th & 7th Grade Classroom

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 9:30 am and
6:00 pm

Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

“The Way We Are with Each Other”

◊ We will make ours a positive, welcoming environment -- one that includes the diverse
perspectives of our spiritual community and builds a sense of connectedness.

◊ We will practice direct communication in all facets of UUCC life, using the power of our words
to work toward solutions rather than additional problems. We will refrain from spreading
hearsay.

◊ We will nurture each other’s spiritual and personal growth by entering into conversations and
interactions with compassion, deep listening, and respect for differences of opinion without
judgment.

◊ We will value and express appreciation for each contribution, whether it is time, money or
effort.

◊ We will acknowledge conflicts, address them openly and honestly, and resolve them as close
to their source as possible, using mediation if necessary.

◊ We will practice forgiving each other and ourselves.
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