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   Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia, SC

 Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm followed by a Coffee
                 Hour in the Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service for infants
                 through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM Religious Ed. classes
                 for children ages 3 through 12th grade
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Feb. 22 , 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: What is Ethical Eating?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Happy Birthday, Charles."
By Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

March 1 , 2009
9:30 am Forum   
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  “The Mirror of Money” by
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

STATS for Nov. 30, 2008
Attendance:    adults,   children
Contributions: $   .00

 STATS for Dec. 7 , 2008:
Attendance:   adults & children
Contributions: $  .00
Needed for Weekly Budget: $ 3,893.00

Ministerial Musings

Taking Down the Banner

This past June, the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT) invited congregations of all faiths to
join in a pubic witness against torture by displaying a banner which says simply, “Torture is wrong.”  I am proud that our
Fellowship responded to that invitation and joined hundreds of congregations around the country and only one other here
in South Carolina (a Quaker church in Myrtle Beach) in displaying that banner.  Actually, we displayed two banners – one
in our social hall for members and renters to see and one on the outside wall facing Woodrow Street for passers-by to
see.  During the last several months, quite a few people I have met in the community have said to me once they
discovered I was the minister of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, “Oh, that’s the church with the anti-torture sign.  I’m
glad at least one church in this town will come out against torture.”

The use of torture has made me ashamed of my government.  Simulated drowning of prisoners called
“waterboarding.”  Beating prisoners with metal batons.  Jumping on prisoners’ arms and legs until they break.  Urinating
and defecating on prisoners.  Sexually abusing and humiliating prisoners, with prison guards posing proudly for pictures
with broad smiles and giving the thumbs-up sign.  In some cases killing prisoners either accidentally or intentionally.
Kidnapping suspects and taking them to other countries, beyond the reach of the law’s protection, where we employ
proxies to perform our torture for us, called “extraordinary rendition.”  All of these acts were euphemistically referred to by
the Bush administration as “enhanced interrogation techniques.”
 Truth is expressed simply.  As our banner proclaims, “Torture is wrong.”  It violates the basic dignity of a human
being.  It contradicts everything we say we stand for.  It emulates the very people we detest.  It is degrading to everyone
involved – perpetrators, victims, Presidents, Vice Presidents, Attorney Generals, and the citizens in whose name torture is
committed.

The NRCAT, which represents over 130 religious groups including Roman Catholics, evangelical Christians,
mainline Protestants, Quakers, Orthodox Christians, Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, and Unitarians, urged our new President to
put a stop to U.S.-sponsored torture.  Two days after his inauguration, President Obama did just that: he issued an
executive order stopping the CIA’s abuse of detainees, closing secret U.S. prisons, ending extraordinary rendition, and
providing the International Red Cross with access to U.S.-held detainees.  President Obama has also ordered the closing
of the notorious U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, where hundreds of detainees have been held without access to
family visits, legal counsel, or trial.  And the President has appointed Eric Holder as Attorney General, who stated
unequivocally at his confirmation hearings that “waterboarding is torture.”  What a refreshing change from his
predecessor, Alberto Gonzales, who defended the heinous practice.
 Given these bold steps to end American-sponsored torture, we took down our “Torture is wrong” banners this
week.  Finally, I am proud of my President and I am proud of my country.  And I am proud of our Fellowship for displaying
our values for all to see.

Neal
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 Community Chalice

UUA Elections
Under the UUA bylaws, candidates for UUA President and
Moderator must submit petitions to run for these offices.
For the office of President, Rev. Laurel Hallman and Rev.
Peter Morales submitted petitions and their petitions both
met the bylaw requirements.  And for the office of
Moderator, Gini Courter submitted petitions that met the
bylaw requirements.  Therefore, the UUA election ballot
will contain the names of Peter Morales and Laurel
Hallman for President and Gini Courter for Moderator.  For
further information on the candidates, please visit these
websites:
Peter Morales - http://www.moralesforuuapresident.org/
Laurel Hallman - http://www.hallmanforuuapresident.com/
Gini Courter -
http://www.uua.org/aboutus/governance/officers/moderato
r/courtergini/index.shtml

For more information on UUA Elections, see
http://www.uua.org/aboutus/governance/elections/index.s
html .

We extend our appreciation to…

Ann Cargill for offering her Paper Art class for the last
three Wednesday mornings, and to Ann Johnson,
Jessica Kross, and Pat Hare preparing lunches for the
class.

Morgan Maclachlan for adjusting the height of the steps
to the sanctuary stage to accommodate our new floor.

David Long for painting our “Wayside Pulpit” sign in the
front yard.

James Wilson for his service on the Board of Trustees.
James resigned from the Board on February 11.

We extend our concern and support to…

David Long, whose father Wayne Long died on Feb. 11.

Bill Molnar, whose mother Marilyn Yvonne Molnar died
recently after an extended illness.

Mike Kelly, whose ex-wife Karen Bacon died after waiting
for a liver transplant that did not transpire.

Marilyn Miss, who went to Atlanta for a few days to care
for her son, who suffered a stroke.

Mary McGriff, who is recovering from cataract surgery.

Tony Ganong, who is recovering from cataract surgery.

Justin Shearer, who left yesterday for a 49-state trip on
which he will try to continue his experiment of eating on
$3.00 a day.

We extend our congratulations to…

Brad Edwards, whose First Lego League robotics team
# 1706, “The CFI Disaster Masters,” won their regional
qualifying tournament in Orangeburg on Jan 30th.  They
now move on to the state tournament in Clemson on
Feb. 21st.  First Lego League is a global program created
to get kids excited about science and technology.

Heather Ranhofer, who has been accepted into USC's
PhD program in Health Promotion, Education, and
Behavior.  She will start this summer.

Don and Pat Mohr, who have a new granddaughter,
Hannah Grace Mohr. 

Cheryl Soehl, who has been awarded the first Martin
Luther King Social Justice Award by USC, where she is
the administrative coordinator for the Department of
Student Life.  The awards recognizes individuals who
have “exemplified King’s philosophies through random or
ongoing acts of community service, social justice or racial
reconciliation.”

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Bookkeeper Position Open
UUFC is seeking applicants for the position of part-time
Bookkeeper and Data Manager.  The position requires
about 20 hours of work a month and pays $13.60 an hour.
The position requires four years of accounting experience.
At least two years of college and experience with ACS
accounting software is desired.  If you are interested in
this position please contact Mary Maclachlan at
mmac@SC.RR.COM or 803 233 9239 or Don Mohr at
dmohr@mindspring.com or 803 782 9468.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, March 10,
at 7:00 PM in Room 5 at the UUFC.  We will discuss
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See.  Any
questions, please call Sandy Chubon, 776-0784.

Congregational Mountain Retreat
We have a unique opportunity to spend a weekend
together as a group at The Mountain. The Mountain is a
beautiful retreat owned and run by Unitarian Universalists
located in the Appalachian Mountains near Highland, NC.
Fifty spots are being held for us for the weekend of April
24, 25, & 26

th
. It will provide a wonderful setting for

becoming better acquainted with one another while
relaxing and participating in The Mountain’s activities. The
cost is $160.00 for adults and $48.00 for children aged 4 –
12. This includes Friday dinner through Sunday dinner.
Call Joan Watterson at 787-7873 for reservations. Firm
commitments are needed by Feb. 22

nd
 to hold the beds.

Payment will be due at time of arrival.
Price just reduced to $150 for adults.

September Set
Don't forget to mark your calendar for our 4th-Friday
potluck at 6:00 the 27th. If you have any questions call
Jan Fulcher at 791-7532.



3

 UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Visitor Orientation
 If you are new to UUFC, you are invited to the
Visitor Orientation on Sun., Feb. 22, ten minutes after
the service ends, in Classroom # 6. The Visitor
Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new
people, and a short introduction to the activities of this
fellowship. A light lunch will be served.
  If you have already been oriented and would like
to become a member of the Fellowship, please contact
Michelle Andra, Membership Chair, (828) 545-3069 and
446-9050, m_andra@hotmail.com.

Dances of Universal Peace
 You all are cordially invited Saturday, March 7,
2009, to Dances of Universal Peace from 7-9 PM, in the
UUF Fellowship Hall. These Peace Dances are a
modern synthesis of ancient sacred words, beautiful
music, and meditative movements. You need no dance
experience or partner to partake of these healing
dances. All ages are welcome.
  A small donation will be accepted gratefully and
will help to cover expenses for the dance.
 Information Dances of Universal Peace in our
area can be found at http://www.southerndup.org/
Information about DUP everywhere can be found at
http://www.dancesofuniversalpeace.org/

Adult Education In The Morning
We have just finished up our first morning adult
education class, and it was so enjoyable we are
planning another.   We are thinking of reading the latest
Gail Sheehy book on life passages and then coming
together two or three times to discuss this book and how
it pertains to our own lives.  Some of us have made
recent life transitions: change of jobs, retirement,
moving, death of a spouse, or partner or change in
health status and are wondering WHAT'S NEXT?  If you
would like to join us, take some time to read through the
book, and we will find a meeting time, probably Friday
mornings with a brown bag lunch.  We'll make coffee.  If
you are interested please email  annj@logicsouth.com,
.Ann Johnson

Thank You
The members of the Partner Church Committee wish to
thank everyone who signed Easter cards. And donated
money towards the postage for mailing these cards to
our partner church in Beszterce, Transylvania.
Members signed 55 cards and they will be mailed in the
very near future to our partner church in time for their
Easter celebration. Thanks are also extended to
Lowman homes for their contribution of beautiful and
artistic cards, and to our own RE students for the
beautiful cards they made.  All of these cards will be
included in the Easter card package to Beszterce.  Our
thanks and appreciation to all of you for your help.

Appreciative Inquiry March 1
Following the service, we will serve coffee and bagels so
that we can have an Appreciative Inquiry discussion on
UUFC Social Action ideas.

Sanctuary Suggestions
We are successfully back in the sanctuary but there may
be a few details that need tweaking.  If you have
comments or suggestions about the arrangement, sound,
lighting, access to hymnals or anything else, please
contact Janet Swigler --- 252-2204 or jlswigler@aol.com.

Spring Session Adult RE
We are beginning to plan for our spring session of adult
education which will be held on five consecutive Monday
nights in March and April (March 23 and 30 and April 6,13
and 20th.  We have several dynamic classes lined up;
these include ‘The Four Noble Truths of Buddhism’,
‘Building Your Own Theology’, ‘Leadership Development’,
and an Art class for parents and children.  We will as in
the past meet at 6:00 PM for a shared meal in the social
hall.  Folks who enjoy the fellowship but who have other
commitments are welcome to eat with us.  We need some
help with organization and meal preparation.  In particular
we need help with registration.  We are hoping that
several folks would be interested in helping with meals.
There are several options for this:  home cooking, getting
vegetarian lasagna from Sam's and making an
accompanying salad, sending out for pizza, etc.  We
would like to find one or two folks who would be
responsible for just one night of the five.  You will be
reimbursed from the Adult Ed fund for your costs and I am
able to come early to do set up.  If you would like to help
with this fun activity please email Ann Johnson at
annj@logicsouth.com.  As in the past the cost of the
meals will be $5.00 each evening.  These evenings have
provided fellowship and an opportunity to get to know
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Religious Education

February Curriculum: UU 6th Principle, Working for a
Peaceful, Free, and Fair World
"Peace takes work, but it is worth it. Let us all work together
to make our world a loving, peaceful place." February 22nd
we are focusing on World Religions and how to be a “perfect
guest” when visiting a different place of worship. We will have
4 classrooms set up, one for Buddhism, Muslim, Hinduism,
and Judaism for the different groups of children to visit and
gain knowledge and understanding of other faiths.

March Curriculum: UU 4th Principle, We are Free to Search
for what is Right for Us. March 1st, Junior Chapel and the
presentation of the 4th Principle will be lead by the 3rd to 5th
grade class.

Excerpts from Peter Kandis, a Pulpit
Editorial......Volunteer to Smile

I’m a Unitarian Universalist and while I would not call my self
a Christian I am an ardent follower of Jesus’ philosophy of
love. For me, the philosophy of love of is seeing the potential
for good in each person and believing in the sanctity of
helping others appreciate that potential in themselves. I find
that easy to do with almost everyone and for me it is
particularly easy with young ones.
I am a teacher and so it is natural and easy for me to be with
and interact with a bunch of kids but I know that is not the
case for everyone. Sure we could use more teachers but we
also need folks just to sit in the classes and to smile at our
children. Kids need smiling at, we all do. Because we want to
keep our children safe we strive to have two adults in every
class with the children. We have two adults in each
classroom one to be the teacher and one to do the smiling."
Volunteer to Smile in the RE Wing for March and April
We are a dynamic team and know that our children are
important and deserve to have fun and interesting Sunday
classes. We have a user-friendly fun and interesting
curriculum. You don't have to teach. We just need a few more
helping hands. Children are our future congregation.

A Hearty Welcome to our new RE Committee Members,
Walter Patterson, Erica Sebring-Patterson, and Susan
Duplessis.

Mountain Conference Spring 2009 Schedule (Parents,
these conferences are wonderful for your children. More info
available in the RE Wing)
March 6th-8th...Senior High

Shade Grown Coffee...Please order shade grown organic
free trade coffee from the High School class. These funds
help support important activities for the kids. Call Barbie
Seymour, 447-0862

Thanks, Didi (Lynn Doggette)  tel #: 546-1290
dre@uucolumbia.org

Cock Fighting Bill
South Carolina remains the last state on the eastern
seaboard where the blood sport cock-fighting is
considered a mis-demeanor. Residents of other states
come here to bet on cockfights, bringing with them
money derived from the sale of illegal drugs and guns.
They frequently bring with them children who
undoubtedly are at least desensitized to cruelty as a
result of what they view. Please join members of the
Humane Society, www.humanesociety.org, in fighting to
have cock fighting declared a felony crime in SC. Please
contact you’re elected representatives and urge them to
support House Bill 3227. We must build our laws on the
foundation of decency, respect and reverence if we are
to remain an enlightened people. Marry Jo Norton

Religious Education

UU-RE 1/2 day Summer Camp intended for June
23rd to 30th
Many of the topics will be hands on, will include field
trips, and some will include guest expert
teachers/speakers for the particular topic: Cast your vote
on topics to cover:
*Ecology, Nature, our Earth, gardening  *Outing to
Congaree Swamp
*Outing to Sesquicentennial State Park *UU History and
People *Peace (inner and outer)
*Music, Art and Drama *Healthy Food and Why? What's
the difference? (cooking classes)
*Yoga/Meditation, Akido, and Tai Chi and Why? How
they help and the experience of a class or 3.
*Communication skills/games *The UU Seven Principles
as they change and what they mean to us and others.
How do we apply them? * A day field trip to
Charleston/Charleston UU church (great history and
beauty)
*outdoor sports and games*
*Keeping a daily diary and/or chart  *circle meetings (for
opening and closing) sharing, checking in and checking
out  *a Service Project*

Thank you to John and Janet Walkup for donating
the sofas to the RE Wing.

Suggestions &Thoughts, Yours are important feel free
to share your needs, wishes, and thoughts. We welcome
and deeply appreciate your sharing, as this is how we
build a more caring community.

Inside every older person is a
younger person -- wondering

what the hell happened.
Cora Harvey Arm strong
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 February 2009

Sun. 22     9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sun. March 1 9:30 AM Forum
                11:00 AM Worship Service

12:15 PM Appreciative Inquiry
                   9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

February 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom  # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Didi's Yoga &
Meditation Class

Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Yoga
8:00 pm Meditation

Classroom with piano

Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Held at individual homes
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 PM
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, April,

every other month
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday 10:00 am   and

6:00 pm
Social Hall

 

                                             CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE
February 28, 2009

Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines
http://www.terrihendrix.com

Folk, pop, country, blues, Latin, and country swing.
None of it evades Terri Hendrix, who has a fresh
enthusiasm and a divine voice, which equals an electric
stage presence.
—Mary Skilton, Chicago Sun Times

Terri Hendrix is a gifted songwriter and performer. Her
ability to reach people with music and her positive
attitude amazes me. Listen to her music, see her, and
then . . . you’ll understand.
—Helen Leicht, Music Director, WXPN-Philadelphia

 Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school
and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the
number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without advance reservations or tickets, prices at the
door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are
free with a paying adult.
 

Anti-Racism Conference
February 20 - 22, 2009

UU Fellowship of Raleigh
I know you all have very busy lives and traveling to
Raleigh in February might not be in your plans. But I
would like to personally request that you come to
Raleigh and share in this important weekend. This
conference isn't about blame or guilt.  It is about seeing
our society in an entirely new and different way - a way
that will help us build bridges and tear down the walls
that separate races and cultures in our congregations
and in our communities. I promise that you will leave this
weekend encouraged, inspired, and ready to make a
difference. Please do what you can to be with us. You
won't be disappointed. The registration fee is $55 for
each adult until 2/10/09; $65 thereafter. Fee for Youth
(13 - 18) is $25. Children are free.
Information about the conference and online registration
is on the website of the district: http://tjd.uua.org/
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Staff
Minister                    Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor                  Gin Beery
Director of Religious Ed.                     Lynn "Didi" Doggette
Custodian                         John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget
President-Elect Joe Long
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill
Secretary Dean Smith
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Andrea Pixley,
                                     Larry Siegel
Past President             Peter Kandis

How to Reach Us  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Dir. Religious Ed. Hours: Tues, Wed. 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Ministers Hours: Tues - Fri 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Neal Jones, Minister -         minister@uucolumbia.org
Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education -     
                                              dre@uucolumbia.org
Gin Beery, Administrator - uufc@uucolumbia.org
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com            <- NEW
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

The Mission of our Fellowship is:

� To nurture and respect each other

in our spiritual growth and

pursuit of meaning,

� To create a welcoming and

engaging environment through

which we work for positive

change in our community and

     the world.

    +++++++++++++++++++++++

Unigram Deadline

The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 9:00 pm, March 1, 2009.

Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue

to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy
 must be received in the office by

            11:15 pm the same day.
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