
THE UNIGRAM December 8, 2009

Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, SC

Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

Dec. 13, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: US Military
Stumbling Into Quagmires Vietnam
Afghanistan
11:00 am Sermon Topic:
Joyful Holiday Intergenerational
Service followed by Potluck

Dec. 20, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: December 20
The US Is The Greatest Large Country
11:00 am Sermon Topic: by Rev. Dr.
Neal R. Jones
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Ministerial Musings

Children’s Stories

My favorite part of our worship service is the children’s story.
I like these books for myself, and I like reading them to our children
and the whole congregation. (I'm very much aware that adults in our
congregation enjoy these stories as much as the children). Perhaps
these books remind me of when my parents would read to me at
bedtime as a little boy. Those were special bonding moments for my
parents and me, and I suspect that the same thing occurs in our
congregation when I read children’s books. All of us together enter
into the story, eager to see how a character solves some problem or
overcomes some obstacle or heals some hurt. I suspect that these
stories are, on some level, our stories. I suspect that we resonate
with stories so easily because our lives are stories in the process of
being written.

This past Sunday's children’s book, COMMON GROUND, was
different than most of the books I select in that it was overtly
teaching a lesson, in this case about our need to take care of our
“common ground,” the earth. Though I really like COMMON
GROUND's message, I generally don't like books that are preachy. I
think that most of the truly valuable lessons in life are more caught
than taught, that we learn them indirectly instead of having them fed
directly to us. I think that we learn by exerting some effort and that
good stories require us to reach out to grasp their meaning. Stories
that exceed our grasp leave us befuddled, and those that are too
easily within grasp, like preachy stories, are boring.

I am frequently asked to share the titles of the children’s
books I read during our services, so I have listed below all the books
I have read this past year, including brief summaries:
THE BIG ORANGE SPLOT by Daniel Pinkwater

Mr. Plumbean paints his house to reflect his dreams and
convinces his neighbors to do so, too.

THE BIRTHDAY DOLL by Jane Cutler
A girl receives a talking doll on her birthday but opts for an
old rag doll.

CHARLIE’S CHECKLIST by Rory Lerman
A dog wants to leave home but discovers that his owner is
perfect for him.

COMMON GROUND by Molly Bang
The earth is our new commons that is getting “over-grazed.”

THE CRAYON BOX THAT TALKED by Shane DeRolf
Crayons learn the value of diversity. (We have this book
in our DRE's office).

DOG HEAVEN by Cynthia Rylant
A description of what heaven must be like for dogs.

Cont’d. Page 2
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Cont’d from Page 1

THE FLAMING CHALICE
The history of our UU chalice. (We have this book in our DRE's office).

GUMBRELLA by Barry Root
A caring elephant creates an animal hospital but won’t let her patients leave.

HUMBLE PIE by Jennifer Donnelly
Theo’s grandmother puts him in giant pie to teach him humility.

I’M NOT INVITED? by Dianna Bluthenthal
A girl thinks her friend has not invited her to his birthday party.

LEON THE CHAMELEON by Melanie Watt
A chameleon saves the day by being different.

MARTIN’S BIG WORDS by Doreen Rappaport
The power of Martin Luther King's words.

NOTHING by Jon Agee
A shopper sets a trend for buying nothing.

OLD TURTLE by Douglas Wood
All of earth's creatures, then people, argue over the nature of God. In the end, they see God in
each other and in the earth.

WOW AMERICA by Robert Neubecker
The geographical beauty of America.

This past Sunday, with tongue firmly in cheek, I also shared a list of children’s books that I have
refused to read:
1. Curious George and the High Voltage Fence
2. The Boy Who Died From Eating All His Vegetables
3. You're Different and That's Bad
4. Why Can't Mr. Fork and Ms. Electrical Outlet Be Friends?
5. Things Rich Kids Have, But You Never Will
6. How to Become the Dominant Military Power in Your Elementary School
7. The Attention Deficit Disorder Association's Book of Wild Animals of North Ameri... Hey! Let's Go Ride Our
Bikes!

You can find books from the first list at our local library. I'm not sure where you would find books from
the second list.

Neal
===================================

CCCCommunity Chaliceommunity Chaliceommunity Chaliceommunity Chalice

We extend our support and concern to…
Lee Myers, whose daughter DeAnna has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. If you can, please send her a
word of encouragement: dmgibson@suddenlink.net
Susan Siegel, who is undergoing thyroid surgery today (December 8).
Yolanda Ganong, whose mother died recently.
Jo Conner, whose brother Jesse last week in Chattanooga.

We extend our appreciation to…

David Long, who spent part of his Thanksgiving vacation scraping, priming, and painting the UUCC kitchen
windows.
Donald Griggs, Mike Allen and Karl McCollester for working so hard to install and update the
Administrators computer.
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We extend our congratulations to…

Betty Glad, USC’s Olin D. Johnston Professor of Political Science, for publishing An Outsider in the White
House: Jimmy Carter, His Advisors and the Making of US Foreign Policy.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uufc@uucolumbia.org "

==============================================================

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Season’s Greetings! At the Children’s Garden the most wonderful things are beginning to grow! When you
give a gift to Children’s Garden you ensure that very young needy children in our community live their lives
happier, healthier and full of promise. Thank you for helping us make a lasting impression on them.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, December 8, at 7:00 PM in Room 5
at the UUFC. We will discuss Little Children by Tom Perrotta. Anyone with questions
may contact Sandy Chubon. 776-0784 sjchubon@sc.rr.com

New to UU Class
Next Sunday, Dec. 13th, Rev. Jones and Eve Ross will offer one of these classes to new members and
prospective members. This one will be “Our UU Principles and Sources of Faith”. We will meet in
Classroom 6 after the service.

Jack Williams, www.jackwilliamsmusic.com with Susan Taylor, Cary Taylor, and Danny Harlow
Jack Williams, a South Carolina-born artist, is recognized by the U.S. folk community as a
singer/songwriter of national stature and an uncommonly unique guitarist. A featured performer at
Philadelphia and Kerrville, Jack has also appeared on the Newport and Boston Folk Festival stages. Jack
has been invited on stage by Arlo Guthrie and has worked with legendary singer/songwriters Mickey
Newbury, Harry Nilsson, Tom Paxton, Peter Yarrow, and Steve Gillette, among others. Joining Jack for this
7th consecutive New Year’s Eve at the UU show will be Columbia musicians Susan Taylor, Cary Taylor,
and Danny Harlow.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult.
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Dinner was a huge success. The Pixley children decorated each table with flair! Forty-seven people came
capturing the festive spirit. All leftovers were donated to the homeless, Thanks to the Turnipseeds. We are
grateful.

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE
DDEECCEEMMBBEERR 3311,, 22000099
NNEEWW YYEEAARR’’SS EEVVEE
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Michael House, Suzan White-House and Pixley family

September Set – Egg Nog – December 13
Can you believe it? It’s again time to think EGGNOG DROP IN at the Minghis’!
Lee and Julian look forward to welcoming The September Set on Sunday -
December 13 - from 3:30-5:30PM, at 883 Pine Forest Ct., Columbia, SC 29210
RSVP by Wednesday, December 9TH – and please indicate what Finger Food
goodie (sweet or savory?) you’ll bring for the Holiday Table.
RSVP to: minghi@sc.edu or alminghi@aol.com or 803-798-0904
If you’d be willing to provide a ride from the Fellowship for a non-driving September
Set member, please let us know.

PS We’re hoping to have some “live seasonal entertainment”

Thanks so much for the generous donation of food from our congregational Thanksgiving feast to feed our
friends in Finlay Park at Food not Bombs. We were able to take a half a turkey, a large pot of beef stew,
numerous side dishes and several delicious desserts. We had 160 people that day so the extra food was
needed and appreciated by all of us, servers and those who ate as well. Special thanks to Susan April
White-House and Michael House who did such a fabulous job helping Sunday morning to get the food
ready to take to the park and for assisting in serving it. Judy & Tom Turnipseed

Hands for the Homeless Drive
The Ad Hoc Committee on Congregational Social Action would like to thank everyone who contributed
personal care items during the recent Hands for the Homeless supply drive. Due to our congregation’s
generosity, the amount of personal hygiene items we donated was considerable (enough to fill 6 large
trash bags!) Our contributions were dropped off at the Trenholm Road United Methodist Church on
November 23, 2009. For many of our neighbors who are in need of the basic necessities, this will certainly
help. The supply drive was sponsored by the United Way of the Midlands and the Midlands Interfaith
Homelessness Action Council. Thank you all!

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Approximately 20 pounds a week is being donated to feed the hungry. We can do
better, please bring a can to the UUCC every Sunday. Donations will be delivered
each Monday.

Heating and Air Conditioning
Our heating and air conditioning project is complete. Our old 1950s vintage
systems that supplied the sanctuary, social hall, nursery, and offices have
been removed except for the duct work in the walls and ceilings. The
equipment room was completely gutted and the new equipment was tied
into the existing duct work.
The RE systems were not replaced. They will be serviced and equipment
will be added to bring them up to code.
The new equipment is a 20 ton, 2 stage heat pump for the sanctuary/social
hall area and a 4 ton heat pump for the nursery/office/bath room area. The
new equipment is ultra efficient and is “Energy Star” rated. It uses the newest,
environmentally friendly r410a refrigerant. The 2 stage sanctuary/social hall unit will only use one half of
the full capacity of the system (the first stage) except when the computerized control system determines
that the second stage is necessary.
Each system is controlled by its own digital, electronic, programmable thermostats. The thermostats are
pre-programmed for energy savings and should only need to be adjusted for events and meetings.
If you have any questions or comments please let me know. Glenn White

Organizational Meeting of UUCF Chapter
Join us for an organizational chapter meeting of the UU Christian Fellowship (non-creedal followers of
Jesus rooted in the history and tradition of Unitarian Universalism) on Sunday, Jan. 17 at 12:30 p.m. in the
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Library. A bean soup lunch will be provided, followed by discussion and centering prayer. Call Sara
Damewood at 730-4987 for more information.

Trish Gibson
Trish is married and has 2 children. She is currently
unemployed and consequently is going back to USC to finish a
bachelor’s degree in Anthropology. She plans to attend
graduate school in Library and Information Science at USC.
She had 3 cats, 2 dogs and a visiting raccoon. Trish was
raised Episcopal.

Trish’s goals in joining the UUCC are to be in a community with values similar to my own and the
freedom/encouragement/support to explore different aspects of religion. UUFC activities of
interest include crafts, hiking, and bird watching

Bauer Westeren
Bauer was born in Stone Mt. Georgia in 1981. He lived in
Barrington, RI, for 7 years until moving to Columbia in 1990.
Bauer was raised Lutheran. Currently, Bauer works as a
receptionist for a non-profit organization, Welvista, which
provides prescriptions meds to the uninsured in SC.
Bauer’s goals in joining the UUCC include finding a sense of
community as well as for spiritual and personal growth. His

interests include social activities (movies, cultural events, etc.) with other UUCC members and
education (classes on world religions, cultures, etc.)
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Religious Education

Dec. 13th, a Joyful Holiday Intergenerational Service followed
by Potluck. The children will present a Christmas theme. Please
bring a dish for the potluck or contribute $3.00 per person. Come
share in the joy!!

Youth Fundraiser: we have kindling wood, kindly organized and donated
by Johnny Stowe. It is the greatest starter wood for fires. Please see Didi
for a bundle. You can get bundles of $5.00 and $10.00 or more!!

Dec. 6th: Children's Chapel, the children had a festive St. Nicholas celebration, with a St. Nick story read
by Sonya. Sonya organized the whole very colorful and beautiful room and celebration. There were stuffed
stockings and the children sat at beautifully decorated tables where they further decorated Christmas tree
ornaments and made little gift bags for someone special. A great collection of socks and gloves piled up in
a basket. Parents and others donated the items. Beth had great fun assisting Sonya. Julia brought some
festive snacks and drinks as well! Ivey joined in to assist.
The Youth celebrated their enthusiastic worship service, organized by Cheryl, by making beautiful
wrapping paper and then wrapping up socks with the colorful joyful handmade paper. The presents will be
distributed to people suffering from homelessness. Morgan G. lead an inspiring discussion with the
group. We were pleased to have Jessica Kross as our visitor.

Parents come with your children Dec. 20th to give out Presents immediately after the Service at
Finlay Park
Parents, with your children, you are invited to help distribute very much needed presents, food and
blankets which the youth and children have been organizing for this day. This event takes place after
the service at Finlay Park just near the Governor's Mansion. Immediately after the service please help take
things over. Barbie Seymour will be in the youth classroom that day helping the Youth to make
sandwiches and packaging health snacks. (see Barbie in the youth room or Didi for directions and to help
carry goods over)

Weekly Sunday Classes
Dec. 13th: Holiday Festive Intergenerational Service and Potluck
The children will present a colorful Christmas theme. Please bring a dish for the potluck or contribute $3.00
per person. Come share in the joy!!
Dec. 20th: For the Youth there will be a social action project, organizing small food packets for the
homeless. The younger children will be doing holiday arts and crafts.
Dec. 27th: There is no formal RE but there will be a benevolent video and art work for the kids to be
together if they don't want to be in the service.

Thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers, including Jerry C. and Lisa, who have helped to create great
fun and wholesome learning experiences for the children and youth.

!! Clarion Call to Congregation and Parents !!
We are short of volunteers for the RE Sunday classes and hope we do not have to cancel classes.
Please volunteer. We have planned activities and easy to do curriculum but cannot be done at the last
minute. We need people to sign up for December and January! The sign up sheet is on the RE table in the
Social Hall by the double doors to the Rest Rooms.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862
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Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290; email: DRE@uucolumbia.org

Unigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, Dec. 20, 2009.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uufc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740

December 2009
Sun. 13 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 20 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

December 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United No meeting in Dec. 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uufc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are
inspired to deepen our understanding and expand our vision. We covenant to
affirm and promote:

♦ The inherent worth and dignity of every person
♦ Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships
♦ Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations
♦ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning
♦ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and

society at large
♦ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all
♦ Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual
fulfillment, we invite you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Columbia. If you would like to discuss membership or if you would simply like more information,
please speak to any member of the Membership Committee or of the Board of Trustees.
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