
THE UNIGRAM  December 28, 2011          

Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, SC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 2 
Religious Education:   
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for 
children ages 3 through 12

th
 grade 

 
   

Jan. 1, 2012 
9:30 am Forum    
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  “Lessons 
from Marriage Counseling” by Rev. Dr. 
Neal Jones 
 
    
Jan. 8, 2012 
9:30 am Forum    
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  “A Spirit of 
Abundance” by Mike Sullivan, Patricia 
Voelker, and Rev. Dr. Neal Jones 
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A Spirit of Abundance 
 

by Michael Sullivan 
Secretary, UUCC Board of Trustees 

 
 “The pathway from scarcity to abundance is called 
community.”  This observation was made during a workshop 
entitled “Breaking through to Generosity” during the UUA 2011 
General Assembly in Charlotte.  It was one of many 
considerations that have prompted our Board of Trustees to 
approve a change in how our Share the Plate Collections will 
be taken up in the New Year.   
 
 Starting in January 2012, half of every “loose plate” 
(non-pledge) cash collection will be donated to an outside 
charity of the month, and half retained for UUCC.  This practice 
has successfully increased overall levels of giving in some 
other UU congregations.  Our Board is hopeful this will address 
a paradoxical situation we have been experiencing with our 
own collections.   
 
 Up until now we have been designating one Share the 
Plate collection a month for an outside charity, with the 
remaining three collections retained for UUCC.  There have 
been major shortfalls in these latter three collections, which are 
budgeted at $166 a week ($6000 a year) but take in $66 a 
week.  The Share the Plate collections, in contrast, often yield 
donations of more than $500 per collection.    
 
 In September 2011, the Board appointed an ad hoc 
committee to bring back recommendations for better 
communicating reasons for giving to our cash collections, and 
for increasing our collection receipts.  Representing the 
Finance, Social Action and Worship Committees, the ad hoc 
committee members were Linda Brennison, Sharon Givens, 
Connie Hudson, Neal Jones, Michael Sullivan (chair), and 
Patricia Voelker.   
 
 In another change the Board approved, we will be 
adopting another practice of some UU congregations.   Our 
members will become actively involved in suggesting and 
choosing the Share the Plate recipients.  Previously these 
organizations have been chosen by our Social Action 
Committee.  Going forward, the Social Action Committee will 
solicit nominations from members in 12 categories, and 
members will vote on recipients in each of the categories 
starting at our Annual Meeting in May, 2012.   
 
Cont’d. on Page 2 
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Cont’d. from Page 1 
 
 The categories span a wide range of interests and causes that reflect our UU principles.  In 
alphabetical order, they are:   
 

 Animal shelters 

 Children’s' services 
 Environmental issues 
 Food banks 
 Health issues 
 Homeless shelters 
 International aid 
 Legal aid 
 LGBT issues 
 Minister’s discretionary fund 
 UUA or UU Service Committee 
 Women's issues 

 
 Due to pressing need, the January 2012 recipient will be our Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  
Between then and the 2012 Annual Meeting, the Social Action Committee will select recipients from 
among suggestions submitted.  Thereafter it will be done by congregational vote.   
 
 By making all Sundays opportunities to contribute to the outside charities and by involving all 
members in the selection of recipients, we hope to foster a spirit of abundance rather than scarcity 
that will improve our overall levels of giving.  The changes will be evaluated by comparing collection 
results from the first and second halves of our fiscal year (July to December 2011 vs. January to June 
2012).   
 
 Our members give generously of their money, time, and talents to UUCC.  Our collective 
giving produces abundance even when individually we may be struggling with scarcity.  One of the 
gifts of belonging to our UUCC community is the way it amplifies and magnifies our contributions far 
beyond what we can accomplish as individuals.   We make a real difference for ourselves, and for 
others in our community and our world, when we do this.   
 
 Generosity is a gift that keeps on giving.  We will be celebrating our congregation’s generosity 
in a special worship service on Sunday, January 8, 2012.   
 

                           
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

      Community Chalice 
 
 We extend our congratulations to… 
 
Allison Kunde, who got engaged to Travis Newton on Dec. 18th and passed the South Carolina social 
work licensure exam on Dec. 19th.  It was a good week. 
 
Sarah and John Tindal, who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 27th. 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 

Year-end Reminder 
As we approach the end of 2011, your Board of Trustees would like to remind you that it’s the end of the 
tax year, too.  So if you need to catch up on your annual pledge payments or would like to pay in advance 
to take advantage of the tax deduction, this is the time to do it.  Your stewardship has allowed our faith 
community to grow, to expand our paid staff, and to finance programs that enrich the lives of our members 
and educate our children and youth.  Thanks for all you do for UUCC! 
 

    UU COFFEEHOUSE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31  
 
NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION 
with Jack Williams, Cary Taylor, Susan Taylor, Danny Harlow    
Woman's Club of Cayce 
701 Oakland Ave., Cayce, SC 29033 
RESERVATIONS FOR THIS SHOW ONLY: 
(803)479-1322 or (205)572-0056 or judysmith221@gmail.com 
Reservations strongly suggested and greatly appreciated 
Optional: bring potluck dish 
Map link at www.JackWilliamsMusic.com 
$25 per person 8pm      
  
New Year’s Eve Dinner & A Movie at the UUCC 
      Looking for something to do with friends on New Year's Eve?  How about a good-luck dinner: collards, 
black-eyed peas with ham (or without, if you're a vegetarian), and cornbread, followed by a movie and then 
a champagne toast to the New Year (or earlier---if you're like us & go to bed before midnight)?  Dinner will 
start at 8:00, but feel free to come over a little early to socialize. 
     We asked you for nominations for the movie, and the winner was “O, Brother, Where Art Thou?”.  We'll 
provide tea and coffee, but bring any other beverage you prefer and a dessert and/or snacks for the movie 
(though we'll have the popcorn).    
     All this for $20, which will go straight to our operating budget!  If you didn't sign up last Sunday, and 
you'd like to join us, contact Don or Pat Mohr by phone (782-9468) or email dmohr@mindspring.com  
before December 30.  Also, we're looking for some assistants for setting up and serving the meal and 
clean-up afterward.   Contact us if you can help.   
 
  Construction Alert: 
  The contractor working on our building renovations has notified us that they expect to begin 
  construction on Tuesday, January 3, and they plan to complete the work by Thursday, 
  February 23. The timetable calls for demolition of part of the social hall and lobby walls in 
  the first phase of construction. The openings will be sealed and covered to the best of their 
  ability nights and weekends. We expect the impact on social hall activities to be  
  manageable. The new doors and windows should be installed in a matter of days after the 
  demolition. Exterior work on the courtyard and memorial garden will follow. Please direct 
  specific questions about construction to Don Mohr, who is managing the project for us. 
 
Committee Night 
The next committee night is Wed., Jan. 4, 2012. All committees are encouraged to participate in the pot-
luck dinner and in the meeting hour immediately following dinner. You don’t have to be a committee 
member or stay for a committee meeting in order to join us for dinner. The evening begins with dinner at 
6:00, and ends around 8:00, depending on the time needed for each committee’s meeting. 
 
UUCC Pledge Report 

$102,110.49 (YTD BUDGETED)  
$89,102.50 (YTD Actually Received)  
$13,007.99 (Pledge Amount received less than budgeted by 12/14/11) 

 

 

tel:%28803%29479-1322
tel:%28205%29572-0056
mailto:judysmith221@gmail.com
http://www.jackwilliamsmusic.com/
mailto:dmohr@mindspring.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1024&bih=726&tbm=isch&tbnid=nVq4svuYKNX3pM:&imgrefurl=http://www.fvrl.org/aboutus/rfps.cfm&docid=4EXstFH80JSMmM&imgurl=http://www.fvrl.org/homefiles/worker_toolbox.jpg&w=325&h=325&ei=vin7TtePOYLetgejl73QBg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1024&bih=726&tbm=isch&tbnid=nVq4svuYKNX3pM:&imgrefurl=http://www.fvrl.org/aboutus/rfps.cfm&docid=4EXstFH80JSMmM&imgurl=http://www.fvrl.org/homefiles/worker_toolbox.jpg&w=325&h=325&ei=vin7TtePOYLetgejl73QBg&zoom=1
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Fun Friday! 
The next UUCC Fun Friday! will be on Friday, January 6th at 7 p.m. in the Social Hall.  We'll be watching 
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail”.  Bring your coconuts and shrubbery and join the fun!  Board games will 
also be available for those who would prefer.  Refreshments will be provided.  Contact Alison Thirkield, 
pinkhouse25@yahoo.com  or 318-4855, with any questions. 
 
Women's Book Group  
The Women's Book Club will meet Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 7:00 PM     
in Room 5.  We will discuss Left Neglected by Lisa Genova.   Anyone with  
questions may contact  Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com 
 
UUCC Outdoor Group 
The UUCC Outdoor Group's next activity will be a visit to the Columbia Museum of Art on Sunday, 
January 15th. Bauer will lead the tour, which will start promptly at 1pm. The museum is free on Sundays. 
Kids are welcome. Those willing and able, please join us for lunch immediately beforehand, location TBD. 
Contact john.charbonnet@gmail.com  803-422-5319 and/or watch this space for further details. 

 
First Courtyard Fundraising Goal Reached! 
In just 5 weeks, we have reached our goal of raising $10,000 the help build our new courtyard and patio 
outside the Social Hall.  As of Sunday, the total in the “Let’s Build a Courtyard” fund hit $10,050!  Our 
original goal was $10,000.  And now we have one more number to hit.  As you may know, we have added 
another $3,000 to the goal to pay for emergency repairs that have a direct connection to the courtyard 
project.  After our sewer line backed up in early December, we consulted plumbing contractors who 
recommended that we replace the deteriorating pipe, which happens to run directly under the site of the 
new courtyard.  Thanks to all who have contributed to this effort.  We now have $2,950 left to raise to cross 
the final threshold. Donations may be sent to UUCC with a note to apply the funds to the construction 
project. 
 

   Cleanup and Clean Out Our Kitchen 
   Just as we do at home, every now and then we walk into the kitchen and shout, 
   "Enough!!!"  It's one of those times...We need to clean out, thin out, and clean up 
   the kitchen. Since we don't have an official "kitchen committee" some of us who 
   use it are going to get in there  and get it done. If you have feelings about some of 
   the things on the counters, or you also really want to help clean up, we will meet 
   Monday, January 16, at 6 PM to get it done. You can help by: 
     Removing any food from the refrigerator that you put there, and that may be "past 
   its prime" 
If you left any dishes or other items that you planned to take home, come and get them! 
And if you want to help on January 16, we could use it! Mike Paget, 803-960-6306 

 
Bending the Arc 
Thanks to all who have responded to our Southeast District Bending the Arc Campaign thus far. 
 Bending the Arc is a 3 year campaign, part of a bold vision of congregations working together on 
social justice issues in the district. These funds continue a SED Social Justice Coordinator, a position 
essential in providing congregations with the skills and resources they need for effective social justice 
action. Another important initiative is funding scholarships for youth to participate in Justice GA 2012. 
 To continue the Social Justice Coordinator position, we need to raise at least $50,000 by 
December 31st.  Visit Bending the Arc Campaign at http://tinyurl.com/cggb6a99  to pledge today.   
 If you have any questions, please contact Donna Sequeira at dsequeira@uua.orgg or Tom or Judy 
Turnipseed, co-chairs of the Campaign. Thanks again for your generosity. 
 

King Day at the Dome 
On Monday, January 16, the NAACP will sponsor a "Campaign for Dignity in South Carolina" on Martin 
Luther King Day.  The day's events begin with a worship service at Zion Baptist Church, 801 Washington 
Street, at 8:30 am, at which our own Rev. Neal Jones will deliver a Prayer for Unity.  At 10:30 am, a march 
will proceed from the church to the Statehouse for a rally.  Come and support freedom, equality, and 
justice in South Carolina. 

 

 

 

mailto:pinkhouse25@yahoo.com
mailto:sjchubon@sc.rr.com
mailto:john.charbonnet@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/cggb6a99
mailto:dsequeira@uua.orgg
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UUCC Board of Trustees 

Summary of December 2011 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on December 14, 2011 from 6:36 PM to 9:06 PM.  Barry Ahrendt, President, chaired 
the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action.   

Financial Issues 
Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reviewed the budget highlights through November 30, 2011.  We have an 
increased shortfall in revenues of $7,769 while overall expenses are coming in as budgeted.  Pledges are 
lagging behind by $4,037, with $85,092 budgeted versus $81,055 received. Other revenues are also falling 
behind budget projections, including fundraising and plate collections.  The Board will encourage members to 
catch up on their pledges before year-end for tax deduction purposes.  Our budget progress will be re-evaluated 
next month for any possible changes or further action.    

   
Bylaw Concerning Board Membership 
The Board reviewed Bylaw 7.2c requiring the automatic resignation of a Board member for missing 3 or more 
meetings unless overridden by a 2/3 vote of the Board.  The Board voted unanimously to retain a member who 
had extenuating circumstances and does not anticipate further absences.     
 
Personnel Issue 
The Board discussed and voted on a confidential personnel matter in executive session that it is forwarding to 
the Personnel Committee for advisement.       
 
Finance Committee Membership 
Barry reported that the Executive Committee had met with the Finance Committee chairperson, Connie Hudson, 
on December 4, 2011 to discuss the recruitment of additional members for this committee.  Help is needed for 
developing the 2012-2013 budget, for managing the canvass of pledges for next year, and for coordinating 
additional fundraising.  Ivy Coleman (Board member-at-large) and Robin Scherer (Personnel Committee 
chairperson) have agreed to develop the proposed budget for 2012-2013.  Help is still needed for the canvass 
and fundraising.   
 
Facility Use Policy 
Barry summarized several additions he made to our form for facility rental (Application for Use of Church 
Facilities).  These pertain to protecting UUCC in the event of cancellations, improper use, or damages.  Some 
had been recommended by our CPA financial consultant.  Neal will implement the changes.  
 
Strategic Plan:  Shared Ministry Committee Responsibilities 
The Board clarified its request to the Shared Ministry Committee to monitor implementation of the Strategic Plan 
and to write new mission/vision/values statements for UUCC. The Board recommended that the Committee use 
congregational input gathered in the past year to develop the statements, and it set March 15, 2012, as their 
due date.       
 
Construction Update 
Don Mohr, Past Co-President, reported that construction on the Social Hall renovations and courtyard will begin 
on January 3, 2012 and is due to be completed by February 23, 2012.  Our sewer line from the building to the 
street recently clogged up and needs to be replaced.  As this travels underneath the construction area, this 
repair needs to be done first.  The Board approved a contractor for this work based on 3 bids, and identified 
possible sources of payment for this emergency $3,000 expense.    
 
Ministerial Search and Transition Process 
Pat Mohr, Past Co-President, presented a detailed analysis of the steps UUCC needs to take to transition Neal 
from a Consulting Minister to our Called Minister now that he has passed his UUA ministerial exams. These will 
include a Ministerial Transition Committee and two Congregational Meetings culminating in an Installation 
service and reception later next year.  The Board set this process in motion.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Sullivan, Board Secretary 
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Religious Education 
   
    RE Calendar 

Sunday, Jan. 1 

 Fire Communion Children’s Chapel during regular RE hour 

 Deadline to register for Charlotte CON 

 Guest at Your Table Boxes/Donations Due 
Sunday, Jan. 8 

 Pancake Breakfast, 9-10:30 a.m., Social Hall 

 Youth Group Meeting, 5:30-7 p.m., Room 5 

 
Guest at Your Table Ends Jan. 1 
UUCC’s participation in the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s Guest at Your Table program ends 
Sunday, Jan. 1. This annual program invites UU congregations to aid the important efforts of UUSC’s 
global human rights partners for such causes as humanitarian crises, environmental justice, economic 
justice and civil liberties. All donations should be submitted to DRE Lisa Eason this Sunday, and we will 
make one donation on behalf of the entire congregation to UUSC. 
 

Jan. 1 Deadline to Register for Charlotte CON  
Mark your calendars for UU Charlotte's CON for high school youth Feb. 3-5. As this CON fills up VERY 
fast and is limited to fewer youth than usual, we are setting an early registration deadline. Completed 
forms must be submitted to Lisa Eason by Jan. 1. 
The cost to attend is $50 per youth, plus $15 if you'd like an optional T-shirt. Our group will depart UUCC 
at approximately 5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3 and return early afternoon on Sunday, Feb. 5. Please email 
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information. 
 

Create a Jar of Regrets for Jan. 1 Fire Communion 
All families are invited to create a jar of "regrets" (bad dreams, poor choices, worries, etc.) to be burned as 
part of our fire communion on Jan. 1. Write your regrets on slips of paper and stow them in a Regrets Jar, 
then bring them to UU on Jan. 1 for a fun start to the New Year.  The children and youth will participate in 
the Fire Communion during the regular RE hour, while adults are invited to burn their regrets on the 
playground (weather permitting) following the worship service.  
 

Canned Food Drive Through Jan. 15 
Children and youth are asked to bring donations of canned goods and other non-perishable food items 
through Jan. 15. Please leave all items in the marked box in each child’s usual classroom. On Jan. 22, 
Harvest Hope will visit during our RE hour, and then the UUCC Social Action Committee will help each 
class build a structure from their collected food items. Following the worship service, the congregation will 
“vote” (via donations) for the best structure. The winning class will receive an ice cream party, and all food 
items and money will be donated to Harvest Hope. 
 

Middle School Lock-In Jan. 28 
Mark your calendars for a Middle School Lock-In at UUCC Jan. 28-29. The cost is $10 per student, and 
registration forms are available on the shelf outside the DRE’s office. Chaperones are needed; please 
email dre@uucolumbia.org if you’re able to help supervise this fun event.     
  

                                                                            

 

mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
mailto:dre@uucolumbia.org
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Gin Beery   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Assistant Bookkeeper, Andrea Dudick  bk2@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian,Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Barry Ahrendt   president@uucolumbia.org 
   President-Elect, Ann Johnson   president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Mike Sullivan   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Walter  

        Patterson, and Bauer Westeren 
Past Co-Presidents, Don & Pat Mohr  pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

 
Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm  Special Events Line:  (888) 849-4224 ext.4 

January 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Akido Class Mon., Wed., & Fri.    7:00 am Social Hall 

Board Meeting 2
nd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Thursday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class 2
nd

 Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 5 

Play Readers 3
rd

 Wednesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

RE Committee 2
nd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

Unigram Folders 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Wednesday 1:00 pm Classroom # 10 

UU Animal Ministry 1
st
 Wednesday 5:15 pm Alcove 

UU Humanist December 29  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053  

Visitor Orientation   12:15 pm Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club 2
nd

 Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Writers Group 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Monday 6:30 pm Barnes & Noble 

Rentals    

Americans United  2
nd

 Sunday, Jan. April, July, & Oct.  6:00 pm Sanctuary 

Tai Chi    803-647-9283  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  9:30 am and  
6:00 pm 

Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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The Unigram           
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

  
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 
To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
====================================================================== 
 

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
 

 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;  

 Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and 
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;  

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;  

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors 
as ourselves;  

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of 
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;  

 Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and 
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.  
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Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., Jan. 8, 
which will be published on Wed., Jan. 11.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


