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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

Dec. 27, 2009
9:30 am Forum NO Meeting

No formal RE or nursery care
11:00 am Sermon Topic: A Service of
Releasing and Celebrating. There'll be
congregational singing, music by Bon
Voyage, and more.
It's winter: time to release what no
longer serves us and celebrate what
awaits us in 2010. No, that doesn't
mean New Year's Resolutions!
Consider your most "gotta let this go"
realization of 2009. Write it down to
bring forward or speak it aloud briefly.
This is an invitation for all ages. If you
can't be there, email your "releasing or
celebrating" comment to Patricia Voelker
at AmaSpirit@aol.com to be included in
the service.

Jan. 3, 2010
9:30 am Forum Topic: Global
Warming
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The Improv
of Life” by Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

What’s in this Issue
Ministerial Musings...…........Page 1
Community Chalice ……….. Page 2
Events & Meetings………… Page 2 - 4
Religious Education……..... Page 5 - 6
Dec. Calendar .………..…… Page 7
Contact Info ……………….. Page 7

Ministerial Musings

What Do You Want for Christmas?

"What do you want for Christmas?" That used to be so
simple to answer. Plopped down on Santa's velvety lap, I
would rattle off my wish list as rapidly as an auctioneer. I had
practiced many hours. I had worn the pages of the toy section
of the Sears & Roebuck catalogue, wishing, longing, yearning
for the latest gadgets and gizmos that would surely make me
happy. In the old days, the Sears & Roebuck catalogue had
been a staple of out-house hygiene. But thanks to indoor
plumbing, it had become every little boy's and girl's window
onto a dreamland of desires.

But then something happened on the way to dreamland.
Call it growing up. Call it getting religion. Call it learning
manners. I was taught that having desires is selfish, impolite,
un-Christian. Nice boys defer to others. Nice boys are self-
effacing. Nice boys efface themselves and don't wait for others
to do the job. What do you want? "Hey, whatever you want.
Makes no difference to me. Suit yourself." After suppressing
his likes and dislikes for so long, a little boy grows into a man
who doesn't know what he likes or dislikes anymore. Just keep
smiling and act pleasant.

Maybe that's why I like New York. It's not simply the
Statue of Liberty, Rockefeller Plaza, the Broadway plays, the
street-corner hotdogs. It's New Yorkers. They know what
they want, and they don't mind saying so. If a New Yorker
likes mustard on her pretzel, she asks for mustard on her
pretzel. It doesn't matter what others may think or what the
preacher said in his sermon or what people used to do with
their pretzels. You ask for what you want. How novel. Step
on a New Yorker's toes, and he doesn't smile, step back, say,
"Oh, I'm sorry," and then brood about it for six months. He
expresses himself concisely, and that's the end of it.

Some people think that the key to happiness is getting what
you want. I'm not so sure. I think it's knowing what you
want, whether you get it or not. Knowing what you want is
akin to knowing who you are, and there's a contentment, a
satisfaction in knowing the person you have to spend all your
time with.

When I grow up, I want to be a New Yorker. That's what I
want.

Neal
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Community Chalice

We extend our support and concern to…

Vivian Pilant, who is recuperating from a foot infection at Baptist Hospital.

We extend our appreciation to…

Glenn White, who oversaw the installation of our new HVAC system and who has been teaching us how
to work the new digital thermostats.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uufc@uucolumbia.org "

==============================================================

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

THANK YOU for Your Gifts!!
I was flabbergasted last Christmas when this church helped two families in the

Families Helping Families project. But this Christmas we sponsored four families in the Families Helping
Project. People, you bought gifts for twenty people from needy families in Columbia!!! Then, when WIS
announced just last week that the sponsors for fifty families had reneged and those families would have no
gifts, we took ten grocery store gift cards to the FHF warehouse. One of the volunteers who took our cards
had tears in her eyes.

Thanks again to everyone who participated in this project!! To paraphrase Margaret Mead: "A small
group of people can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has."

Pat Mohr

Writing The Sacred Journey Workshop on January 23rd
Our stories are what make us uniquely human. Writing one's spiritual autobiography provides a focus for
accessing memory and appreciating our journey. Using a structured format from the Building Your Own
Theology curriculum, the Rev. Neal R. Jones and Ann Johnson will guide participants through this process
in a half day work shop on Saturday January 23rd.
We will be writing and sharing our stories as we explore significant events and themes in our lives. This
workshop is open to anyone and is appropriate for newcomers as well as long-time members. We will
provide coffee and juice and cookies; we ask you to bring your journal or notebook (or laptop if you prefer).
The time is 9:30 - 12:30 on Saturday January 23rd. There is no cost for the workshop. We ask only that
you be on time and stay until the end. Please direct questions and register by emailing Ann at
annj@logicsouth.com so that we will know how to prepare.

Offices Closed for Christmas
The office will be closed Thurs., Dec. 24 and Dec 25 for Christmas. Please have
any announcement that needs to be made for Sunday Dec. 27, to the office by Tues., Dec. 22.
Thank you!

Offices Closed for New Year’s
The office will be closed Thurs., Jan. 1, 2010 for New Year’s. Please have
any announcement that needs to be made for Sunday Jan. 3, to the office by Tues., Dec. 29.
Thank you!
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Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

Youth Fundraiser
We have Fat Lighter wood, organized and donated by Johnny Stowe for sale. It is the greatest starter
wood for fires. Please see Didi for a bundle or purchase from the stage in the social hall. You can get
bundles of $5.00 and $10.00 or more!!

Christmas Eve Service
At 7:00 PM on Christmas Eve, Don Mohr will lead a service of Lessons and Carols. The readings of the
Lessons will tend to be somewhat contemporary, focusing on the importance of remembering those whose
needs are greater than our own. The Carols will be more traditional and, hopefully, will give a number of
our musicians a chance to participate.
If you have an appropriate reading that you would like to do, if you are willing to read a selection from
someone else, or, if you play any musical instrument and would like to accompany the carols, please get in
touch with Don at 782-9468 or dmohr@mindspring.com.
After the service the Mohrs will host their traditional drop-in for those who would like to have a little
company on Christmas Eve. The drop-in will be at the Mohr’s home at 4759 Shalimar Drive. Driving
directions will be available at the service or you can contact Don or Pat at the above. A snack or dessert
would be appropriate.

Organizational Meeting of UUCF Chapter
Join us for an organizational chapter meeting of the UU Christian Fellowship (non-creedal followers of
Jesus rooted in the history and tradition of Unitarian Universalism) on Sunday, Jan. 17 at 12:30 p.m. in the
Library. A bean soup lunch will be provided, followed by discussion and centering prayer. Call Sara
Damewood at 730-4987 for more information.

UU COFFEEHOUSE December 31, 2009 NEW YEAR’S EVE

Jack Williams, www.jackwilliamsmusic.com with Susan Taylor, Cary Taylor, and Danny Harlow.
Jack Williams, a South Carolina-born artist, is recognized by the U.S. folk community as a
singer/songwriter of national stature and an uncommonly unique guitarist. A featured performer at
Philadelphia and Kerrville, Jack has also appeared on the Newport and Boston Folk Festival stages.
Joining Jack for this 7th consecutive New Year’s Eve at the UU show will be Columbia musicians Susan
Taylor, Cary Taylor, and Danny Harlow.
Tickets for this special show are $25 and everyone is asked to bring a very SMALL finger food dish to
share. Drinks and a champagne toast are covered in the ticket price. Plan to dance, listen, and be with
friends as we bring in the New Year!
Reservations: 1-888-849-4224 extension 4
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Committee Night
Committee Night is held the first Wednesday night of each month. The next committee night is Wed., Jan.
6, 2010. All committees are encouraged to participate in the potluck dinner and in the meeting hour,
immediately following dinner. Any member of the congregation is encouraged to participate in the dinner,
and is welcome to sit in on any committee meeting. You don’t have to be a member of a committee to
come to dinner. The evening begins with dinner at 6:00, and ends around 8:00, depending on the time
needed for each committee’s meeting.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 PM in Room 5 at
the UUFC. We will discuss any book written by David Sedaris. Anyone with
questions may contact Sandy Chubon 776-0784 sjchubon@sc.rr.com
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Harvest Hope Food Bank
Collecting canned vegetables, fruits, soups, stews, meats and tuna, peanut butter,
rice, instant potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese, powdered milk, sugar, coffee, diapers
and personal hygiene items. Donations will be delivered each Monday.

Nicole Schnibben & Ryan Vickery
Nicole Schnibben & Ryan Vickery have been partners in crime
for 8 years and live in downtown Columbia with their two
pets: Hester Prynne (a Beta fish) and Dana Scully (a cat).
Nicole is an English teacher at Lugoff-Elgin High School.
Ryan is a part-time baristo and full-time student, pursuing his
Master's degree in Teaching with Technology. Both enjoy
reading, writing and philosophizing in their spare time.
Nicole’s religious background is Catholic and Ryan’s
background is Baptist.

Nicole’s and Ryan’s goals in joining UUCC are to obtain spiritual growth & participate in community
service. They are interested in serving on the Social Action Committee & working with our young
Unitarian Univeralists in RE.

Patricia (Pat) Alvarez
Pat was born and raised in Philadelphia, moved to Florida in
1972 where she raised her three children, and moved to SC in
late 2006; she is a true “halfback.” Pat retired early from
education (elementary teacher and administrator) in 1997, to
pursue other interests, and spend more time with her family.
She has also worked professionally as a newspaper writer and
editor, tax preparer, and trainer of tax preparers; now works
occasionally for the U.S. Census. She has seven grandchildren,
ranging in age from 9 to 22. She loves to travel, read, sing, and
do crafts. Pat’s religious background is Catholic but she also
attended various Protestant churches. She was a UU briefly

during the 70’s. Pat’s goals in joining the UUCC are: 1) to work with a group with goals, such as social
justice issues, that are similar to her own, 2) to meet new friends who are like- minded, and 3) get
some answers to spiritual questions as she approaches the twilight of her life. Activities of interest
at the UUCC are the choir, crafts, social activities, coffeehouses, forums, and RE.
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Religious Education
Dec. 27th: There is no formal RE or nursery care.

Jan. 3rd: We will have Children's Chapel and Youth Worship

Good news!! Our certified Backyard Wildlife Habitat placard has
arrived. Caroline Eastman, who worked to make sure we completed
the endeavor with the JH youth, will present the placard before the
Congregation in the New Year. It will be erected in our church yard,
where we will maintain the Habitat..

Dec. 13th We had a Joyful Holiday Intergenerational Service:
“If Christmas Eve Happened Today” by Shannon Bernard. The story begins with,

“We have heard about a birth of a child on Christmas Eve, as the old story is told--something that
happened many, many years ago. But what if such a child were born today? The story might go
something like this…” The story helps us to realize that all children are sacred and blessings from the
universe and we have a big responsibility to honor and take care of these precious gifts on all levels.
The story was organized with a wonderful presentation of music and readings all done by our brave youth
and children. Great thanks to Bethany Storlazzi, our RE Chair, for organizing this wonderful presentation of
creativity and brilliance that our UU kids have. Our kids are sooo talented. Thank you to Brad Edwards for
leading the UUY Orchestra (newly formed!) and to Lisa Eason for all her contributions, including organizing
the beautifully presented Pot Luck. Thank you to Sarah Pregnall for presenting the Youth Choir and her
dedicated work to keeping the vibrancy. And most of all, thanks to all of our wonderful youth and children
who so sincerely gave of their talent and skills. All this talent is to be continued!

Youth Social Action in Support of the Homeless
Thanks to all the parents and congregation who supported our youth social action.
Much needed presents of socks and gloves, food and blankets were distributed Sunday Dec. 20th

at Finlay Park. This collection of goods and putting together of the wholesome food of cheese sandwiches
and trail mix has been an ongoing youth project since Sept. The Youth have done an in-depth study of
homelessness, organized and led by Barbie Seymour, the coordinator for Social Action for the Youth and
assisted by Morgan Geauthreax. This event of distribution took place at Finlay Park just near the
Governor's Mansion, where Tom and Judy Turnipseed, with a weekly pot of hot veggie soup, gather every
Sunday, too, with others to feed the homeless. This was a very moving scene to see over 150 homeless
people being cared for with food and warmth by a conscientious group of Columbians who wish for
everyone to have home and food for a start. Barbie, Nicholas, Ginger, and friends made sure that all the
goods from UU RE Youths were properly distributed. Thank you!

!! Clarion Call to Congregation and Parents!! Great thanks to all of our active volunteers.
We are short of volunteers for the RE Sunday classes and hope we do not have to cancel
classes. Please volunteer. We have planned activities and easy-to-do curriculum but cannot be done at
the last minute. We need people to sign up for January and February now!! The sign-up sheet is on the RE
table in the social hall by the double doors to the rest rooms.

Our Spring Curriculum:
Tapestry of Faith is found easily online and offers a vision shaped by these key beliefs:
* All people are lovable beings of infinite worth, imbued with powers of soul. We are obligated to use our
gifts, talents, and potentials in the service of life.
* We carry our Unitarian Universalist religious heritage and are a part of a community of faith that has
value and provides resources for living.
* We honor our responsibility for the care and creative transformation of our religious heritage and
community of faith.
* We are moral agents who can make a difference in the lives of other people: Challenging structures of
social and political oppression, promoting the health and well-being of the planet, acting in the service of
diversity, justice, and compassion.
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* We recognize the need for community and affirm the importance of families, relationships, and
connections between and among the generations.
* We appreciate the value of spiritual practice as a means of deepening faith and integrating beliefs and
values with everyday life.
* Joy and Sadness are all apart of our lives: hope, mystery, joy, healing, and personal transformation come
together with life's challenges.

Tapestry of Faith curriculum Fall - Spring program:
Pre-K, K to 2nd: Creating Home

3rd to 5th grade: Windows and Mirrors
Junior Hi: Families
Senior Hi: Exploring Our Values through Poetry

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290; email: DRE@uucolumbia.org

Americans United -- Sunday, January 10
Americans United for Separation of Church and State will meet here at the UUCC at 6:00, Sunday,

January 10. Our guest speaker will be Aaron Kozloski, the local attorney who represented Americans
United in the "I Believe" lawsuit. He will explain both the legal and political issues involved in Judge
Currie's ruling, as well as the procedure for getting a license plate produced by the state and by private
groups. The Christian Right group, SC Palmetto Family Council, would like to issue the "I Believe" license
plate as a privately sponsored tag. Mr. Kosloski will explain if and how they may do that. AU meetings are
open to the public.

The 2010 TJD Anti-Racism Conference
Race and Place

The 2010 TJD Anti-Racism Conference will
be held at the First UU Church of Richmond, VA
on Feb 5-7, 2010. Special keynote speaker, Professor
John A. Powell, J.D., Executive Director of the Kirwan
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity
and Williams Chair in Civil Rights and Civil Liberties,
Moritz College of Law, will present a provocative
address on the role of racism in the places where we
live, work, and congregate. Additionally, we will offer a
number of workshops to help you work with issues of
race in your congregations and your communities.

We will also have a special address by Dr.
Leon Spencer and the Rev. Leslie Takahashi-Morris,
authors of The Arc of the Universe Is Long - Unitarian
Universalists, Anti-racism and the Journey from
Calgary. If you can stay for Saturday night, you will
enjoy a screening of a PBS documentary entitled
Locked Out: the Fall of Massive Resistance.

Please also visit 2010 AR Conference on the
TJD website and plan to participate in the AR
Conference Viral Video Venue.

Early-bird registration is $55/person until
January 10; the registration fee is $70 if paid after that
date.. You can register here for the conference.
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Unigram DeadUnigram DeadUnigram DeadUnigram Deadlinelinelineline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, Jan. 3, 2010.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uufc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

December 2009
Sun. 13 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 20 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

December 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uufc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

“The Way We Are with Each Other”

◊ We will make ours a positive, welcoming environment -- one that includes the diverse
perspectives of our spiritual community and builds a sense of connectedness.

◊ We will practice direct communication in all facets of UUCC life, using the power of our words
to work toward solutions rather than additional problems. We will refrain from spreading
hearsay.

◊ We will nurture each other’s spiritual and personal growth by entering into conversations and
interactions with compassion, deep listening, and respect for differences of opinion without
judgment.

◊ We will value and express appreciation for each contribution, whether it is time, money or
effort.

◊ We will acknowledge conflicts, address them openly and honestly, and resolve them as close
to their source as possible, using mediation if necessary.

◊ We will practice forgiving each other and ourselves.
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