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 Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm followed by a Coffee
                 Hour in the Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service for infants
                 through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM Religious Ed. classes
                 for children ages 3 through 12th grade

What Is In this Issue

Ministerial Musings……….…………..…..Page 1 & 2
Community Chalice & Announcements...Page 2
Upcoming Meetings & Events…………...Page 3
Coffeehouse, Youth Group & RE…….….Page 4
Jan. Calendar & Evolution Series..………Page 5

Dec. 28, 2008
9:30 am Forum Topic: What is Spirituality?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Hard Living is Good
Living" by Rev. Ralph Garofano, Manager of Clinical
Pastoral Education for Palmetto Health

Jan 4, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Truths My Teacher Never
Told Me
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “A Beginner's Mind” by
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

STATS for Nov. 30, 2008

Attendance:    adults,   children
Contributions: $   .00

 STATS for Dec. 7 , 2008:
Attendance:   adults & children
Contributions: $  .00
Needed for Weekly Budget: $ 3,893.00

Ministerial Musings

 Out of the Trenches

The scene is the muddy, rat-infested trenches of
France during World War I.  On one side are the French and
English armies, cold and homesick, huddled in human-sized
gutters hundreds of miles long.  On the other side are
German soldiers, equally cold and homesick.  Between them
is “no-man’s land,” a wasteland made barren by the continual
crossfire of artillery.  The slightest movement evokes the
instant response of rifle and mortar.

At dawn on Christmas day, in the midst of this war, a
German soldier begins singing in his native German “Silent
Night.”  Since the two opposing trenches are close together,
a French soldier overhears the carol, recognizes the tune,
and begins singing “Silent Night” in his native French.  Very
soon, other French and English and German soldiers join in
the familiar hymn, until a chorus of blended voices rises
above the entrenched battlelines.

Then a German waves a white flag and cautiously
crawls out of his trench and underneath barbed wire and
ventures unarmed into “no man’s land.”  There is a hushed
silence as both sides wait to see the reaction.  An English
soldier lays down his rifle and crawls out to meet his enemy.
The two look into each other’s eyes for the first time and
shake hands.  The other breathless soldiers in both trenches
likewise come out of hiding to greet their enemies.
Throughout that Christmas day, they sing Christmas carols,
trade photos of their girlfriends, wives, and children back
home, pour each other swigs from hip pocket flasks, and play
catch with worn-out baseballs.  For a few precious hours they
see each other as human beings instead of enemies, and
peace descends on this cradle of conflict … that is, until the
commanding officers on both sides discover what is
happening and order the troops back into their trenches.
 This is the fuel that keeps all conflicts burning –
seeing the other as an enemy instead of a human being.  A
tragic consequence of our own war in Iraq, in addition to the
heavy loss of life, the tremendous financial cost, and the
decimation of our national reputation, has been the prejudice
it has generated that all Arabs and all Muslims are terrorists
and extremists.  Our frustration with stagnant wages, high
unemployment, and the out-sourcing of jobs has given rise to
prejudice against all immigrants. The inflammatory rhetoric of
the Religious Right stokes prejudice against gays and
lesbians, women who receive abortions, Planned
Parenthood, feminists, and liberals.  And the smear-and- fear
campaigns of our national politics have divided us as a nation
between Red and Blue states.
Cont'd. on page 2

Unitarian Universalist Association presents
The Above and Beyond Award

I wanted to let all of you know that Annette
Marquis and Sue Sinnamon were honored at the UUA
National District Staff Meeting (known as the BCM) in
Scottsdale, AZ earlier this month.  The announcement
was made by Harlen Limpert.
 The Unitarian Universalist Association
presents The Above and Beyond Award on December
5, 2008 to Annette Marquis and Sue Sinnamon, District
Services, in recognition of your exemplary work with
clergy, lay people, and to the larger community
following the shooting in Knoxville, Tennessee.
 Signed: William Sinkford, President, Kathleen
Montgomery, Executive Vice-President and Robert
Molla, III, Director of Human Resources
 We all appreciate how much support Annette
and Sue provided to the Knoxville; it is good to see
their work honored by the UUA in this formal way.
James C. Key (Jim), President, TJD District
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 Community Chalice
 Cont'd from page 1

It seems that every culture and, ironically, just
about every religion try to constrain the meaning of love,
which, in its highest form, is the ability to recognize the
dignity and worth of every person.  Such was the case
with the culture and religion of First Century Palestine in
which Jesus was born and raised.  Jesus was exposed to
prejudices against gentiles, Samaritans, women, the poor,
and the physically and mentally ill.  Yet he chose to violate
every social convention and every religious doctrine that
divided people and diminished anyone’s humanity.  Jesus
steadfastly taught and lived the principle that all persons
are children of God, and in the end, he chose to die by his
convictions rather than live a compromised, inauthentic
life.

If Jesus really is the “reason for the season,” then
wouldn’t Christmas be the perfect time for all of us to
crawl out of our trenches of ignorance and fear, take the
risk of violating our own cultural taboos and religious
prejudices, and see our fellow human beings as just that –
as human beings instead of enemies?  If we could start
seeing each other as human beings, we might even start
treating each other that way.
                                                      Neal

We extend our support and concern to…

Carol Dodson, whose mother Louise Daniel died on
December 10.

We extend our appreciation to…

Morgan Maclachlan and Glenn White, who covered the
new stage extension in the sanctuary with carpet.

Barry Ahrendt and Pat Mohr for organizing our Families
Helping Families project.  Our congregation sponsored
two families with twelve family members, each person
receiving two Christmas presents.

We extend our congratulations to…

Our choir director, Bill Moody, for being inducted into the
National Band Association Hall of Fame, the world’s
largest band organization, of which Bill is a former
president.

Walter and Renee Santos, who have received 1-month
old Sierra as their foster child, whom they hope to adopt.

Peter Kandis, who submitted a proposal for and was,
awarded a grant from Donor's Choice for six web cams
and six microphones so that his Introduction to
Engineering Design class can collaborate with a class in
Pennsylvania on a design project.  This is Peter's third
grant this year.

Twenty Years from Now You Will Be
Disappointed by the Things You Didn't Do
Than by the Ones You Did Do
So Throw Off the Bowlines,
Sail Away from the Safe Harbor.
Catch the Trade Winds in Your Sails.
Explore. Dream. Discover.
Mark Twain
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No Visitor Orientation
There will be no Visitor Orientation in December, due
to the holidays. You are invited to the Visitor
Orientation after the service on Sunday, January 25,
2009. If you have already been oriented and would
like to become a member of the Fellowship, contact
Eve Ross, Membership Chair, 337-6969,
everosslaw@yahoo.com.

Intergenerational Christmas Eve Service
7:00 P.M. Special music including the Children’s
Choir, Carols, Readings, & Stories. Followed by a
festive reception for all. Nursery provided for infants

Drop In After The Service Christmas Eve
If you would like some company on Christmas Eve,
Pat and Don Mohr would love to have you stop in
after the service that evening. Join us at our house at
4759 Shalimar Drive at about 8:30. We will have
coffee, cider, and a little wine. You might bring a
snack or dessert. If you would like to join us, call 782-
9468 or e-mail dmohr@mindspring.com.

Hike/Walk Group
Last month’s hike was cancelled on account of
weather so we’ll try it again.
Dec. 27 outing we will be headed to the Weston Lake
Loop Trail at Congaree National Park. There is no
running water on the trail so be sure to bring drinking
water as well as your lunch. Dogs will be a problem,
as they’re not allowed on the Boardwalk.  We’ll start
walking at 10:00.   Car-poolers meet at UUFC at 9:00.
Joe will have his cell phone, 351-2543, but there’s no
reception at the park.  For information before the hike,
Ann Johnson at 799-8022 or Joe Long at 695-0309.

"Goodbye Minimally Adequate Education"
Petition
The goal of the petition is to gather 1,000,000
signatures in support of a constitutional amendment
to insert the words "high quality education" into our
state constitution.  This new language will replace
SC's current state standard of a "minimally adequate
education." Anyone of school age and up can sign it.
To sign the petition see Kit Hoekstra or you may call
with questions (517)-282-4445.

Thank You
Thanks to all that purchased little turkey cookies
made by Susan Robinson before Thanksgiving,  $134
was donated to the UUF general fund.

Women’s Book Group  
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday,
January 13, at the UUFC in Room 5 in the RE Wing.
We will be discussing Embers by Sandor Marai. Any
questions, please contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784.

Reminder
Please remember to catch up on your pledge before
the end of the calendar year if you have fallen behind.
All donations received by Dec. 31st are tax deductible
charitable donations. Also note that the finance
committee will distribute 2008 year end tax statements
the second Sunday in January after service.

Adult Education in the Morning!
We will be offering a morning opportunity for adults on
three Wednesday mornings.  The dates will be Jan 28,
Feb 4 and Feb 11.  Ann Cargill will be teaching a class
on paper art, and then we will have lunch together.
We'll gather at 10:30 AM for coffee and conversation,
then break for our class and have homemade soup
(made by Ann Johnson) for lunch.  There will be no
cost to participants but we do need folks to sign up so
that we can properly prepare for you.  Please call Ann
Johnson at 799-8022 or email at annj@logicsouth.com.
This class is open to retirees, stay at home moms,
those with flexible work schedules or college students.

 Social Action Committee is sponsoring a design a
T-Shirt contest for our Fellowship.
The design selected will be used for a shirt made
available for purchase by members and friends to be
worn when we perform service together, gather for
group events, or attend community events where we
want to be proud of our UU principles and communal
commitment to social justice.
The very simple rules:
1. Submit your design on paper (or digitally, if possible)
by Sunday, December 21, 2008.
2. Create a design that can be printed in one or two
colors on the front of a standard T-shirt
3.  You may also submit a design that could be printed
on the back of a standard T-shirt.
4.  There will be a cash prize of at least $25.00 (and
potentially more) for the winning design. You may leave
in the Social Action mailbox in the office, give to Cheryl
Soehl, Social Action Chair, or email to:
csoehl@soehl.com.

Memorial Service for Robin Carter
A memorial service for Robin Carter, husband of
Caroline Eastman, will be held on Sunday, December
28, at 5 pm. The service will follow the Columbia
Christmas Bird Count, which Robin organized for many
years, and will include a bird countdown.  Field or other
casual clothing is fine.  A reception will follow. To
participate in the all-day bird count, meet Steve Dennis
in the USC Stadium parking lot at 7 am that morning or
contact either Steve or Caroline for a less ambitious
assignment.
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Religious Education

January Curriculum will focus on the UU Principle # 2:
Justice, Equity and Compassion in Human Relations (we are
fair, kind and loving with one another)

January 4th Junior Chapel  RE Wing, a preview!
The teens have put together a special program for the junior
chapel.  The theme is A Peaceful New Year. Opening
words/Chalice lighting will include a reading the kids learned
at The Mountain about where peace begins, and they will
sing a song about peace. They will talk about the meaning of
resolutions and setting personal goals and how one thing we
do to change our lives can help make the world a better
place. They will pass out strips of paper to have each person
write a resolution or personal goal, collect the papers and
then pass them back out and each person will read the one
they picked and tape it to a poster and then all will take a
Peace Pledge together. We will close with a John Mayer
song the kids picked out.

The December Junior Chapel introduced the UU Principle #
One: The Inherent Dignity of Every Person (Each Person is
Important and Special). The KG to 2nd grade class lead the
Chapel. The Dec. 8th Unigram told all about it!

Many Thanks to all the kids for making their personal lovely
piece of art on cloth for our new quilt wall hanging. If any kids
missed out on this, please let Didi, DRE, know so you can do
yours!

Much Appreciation to Volunteers. The report is that the
kids had a great time at the Mountain. Many thanks to those
parents and volunteers who gave their time to insure that the
Elementary, Junior Hi and Hi School kids attended the
wonderful experience of The UU Mountain programs.
Mountain Conference Spring 2009 Schedule
February 6th-8th…………. Junior High
February 20th-22nd...........Elementary
March 6th-8th....................Senior High

Book Donation for RE Fundraising
We are still collecting books for the book sale Feb 7

th 
– 8

th

weekend. Thank you for your continued donation of books.
The book sale helps to support the travel of children going to
The UU Mountain and other important programs for the
children and youths.

Teacher and Volunteer's Training/ New Volunteers. Who
will attend?
A seminar will be in early February. You may attend even if
you are not sure! A Hearty Welcome to Rusty Wenerick who
has signed up to be a needed teacher in the RE Wing for the
3rd to 5th grade class and to Morgan Gauthreaux for joining
the volunteer team. Please inform Didi if you wish to attend.

Suggestions &Thoughts, Your's Are Important
PLEASE feel free to share your needs, wishes, and thoughts.
We welcome and deeply appreciate your sharing, as this is
how we build a more caring community.

Thanks, Didi
Didi (Lynn Doggette) tel. #: 546-1290 dre@uucolumbia.org

 UUFC High School Youth Group

UUFC High School Youth Group meets every Sunday
from 11:00 to 12:15 in Room 5. The Youth Group
program this year includes a curriculum on pop culture
influences, social action projects, and extra-curricular
activities. All members and guests in 8th through 12th
grade are invited to participate. For more information,
parents can contact youth advisor Barbie Seymour at
447-0862 and teens can contact teen leader Ginger
Seymour at 779-5972.

      CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE

    December 31, 20
   New Year’s Eve at the UU
   featuring Jack Williams,
   Susan Taylor, Cary Taylor,
   Danny Harlow, and guest    
   musician Ronny Cox

www.jackwilliamsmusic.com      www.ronnycox.com
Most of you know Jack, Susan, Cary, and Danny. If you
are not familiar with Ronny Cox, he was the guitar player
in the movie “Deliverance.” Ronny has also been a
singer-songwriter while continuing his successful acting
career. He tours nationally and internationally, and we
are very pleased that he will join us for NYE.
Tickets for this special show are $25 and everyone is
asked to bring a very small finger food dish to share.
Drinks and a champagne toast are covered in the ticket
price. Plan to dance, listen, and be with friends as we
bring in the New Year. Doors for this show open at 8:00
and the music begins soon after.
Reservations: 1-888-849-4224 extension 4
For more information, visit uucoffeehouse.org

     

Religious Education

UU RE Book Review
The UU online bookstore has many wonderful books.
The gift of Faith, Tending the Spiritual Lives of Children,
by Jeanne Harrison Nieuwejaar (Skinner House Books,
Boston). A quote from the author, p. 12, "It is also the life
giving premise of this book that, to the extent that we
can become aware of, in touch with, guided by this
center of sacredness, our individual lives will become
richer, fuller, and more whole and thus will become more
holy. We will become both more fully human and more
fully divine. As we are more in touch with the spiritual
core of ourselves and of the universe, we will live more
intensely, more joyfully, more peacefully, and with a
greater sense of harmony with and connectedness to all
life and to the source of life. ... We will be acting to
enrich the life of all humanity and will assume our
measure of responsibility for all of life."

Sofas and chairs needed for RE Wing
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 January 2009

Sun.  Dec. 28   9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Worship Service

Wed. 31             8:00 PM New Year’s Eve
                                        Coffeehouse
Sun. Jan. 4  9:30 AM Forum
                  11:00 AM Worship Service
                   9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

January 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom with couches
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Didi's Yoga &
Meditation Class

Every Monday 7:00 pm Yoga
8:00 pm Meditation

Classroom with piano

Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Held at individual homes
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, Oct. 7:00 pm Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Ganden Buddhist Meditation 2nd Monday 7:00 pm Library
Sierra Club 3rd Monday 7:30 pm Social Hall
Tai Chi Every Tuesday  &

Thursday
Tues 6:00 pm
Thurs. 5:30 pm

Social Hall

Dharma Group Meditation Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom with piano
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall

THE BANCROFT AUTHOR SERIES
presents

  
“Evolution:  What the Fossils Say and

Why It Matters”
  

by Donald R. Prothero
 

The Koger Center for the Arts

Monday January 12, 2009 7:30 PM
  

Students, Scientists, And Educators $10.00
All Others $15.00

For tickets go to Capitol Tickets or
Call 803-777-5112

A beautifully illustrated and intelligently written
guide to why intelligent design and creationism
are wrong

Merry 
Christmas

The offices will be closed
Thur., Dec. 25 & Fri., 26 for
Christmas. Please have any announcement
that needs to be made for Sunday Dec. 28, to
the office by Tues., Dec. 23.

Happy
New Year
The offices will be closed
Thur., Jan 1 & Fri., 2 for
New Year’s. Please have any announcement
that needs to be made for Sunday Jan 4, to the
office by Tues., Dec. 30.
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

 

Staff
Minister                    Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor                  Gin Beery
Director of Religious Ed.                     Lynn "Didi" Doggette
Custodian                         John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget
President-Elect Joe Long
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill
Secretary Dean Smith
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Andrea Pixley,
                                     Larry Siegel, James E. Wilson
Past President             Peter Kandis

How to Reach Us  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Dir. Religious Ed. Hours: Tues, Wed. 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Ministers Hours: Tues - Fri 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Neal Jones, Minister -         minister@uucolumbia.org
Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education -     
                                              dre@uucolumbia.org
Gin Beery, Administrator - uufc@uucolumbia.org
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.forumer.com            <- NEW
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

The Mission of our Fellowship is:

� To nurture and respect each other

in our spiritual growth and

pursuit of meaning,

� To create a welcoming and

engaging environment through

which we work for positive

change in our community and

     the world.

    +++++++++++++++++++++++

Unigram Deadline

The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 9:00 pm, Jan. 4, 2009.

Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue

to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy
 must be received in the office by

            11:15 pm the same day.
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