
THE UNIGRAM  December 12, 2012          

Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, SC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Schedule 
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library 
Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm         
followed by a Coffee Hour in the  
Social Hall 
Nursery:   Available during service           
for infants through age 3 
   

 
December 16, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  “Do we need 
to agree with all UU principles to be 
a member?” 
11:00 am Sermon Topic: Holiday 
Pageant Multigenerational Service 
 
 
 
December 23, 2012 

9:30 am Forum Topic:  “Unknown 
unknowns:  The limits of human 
knowledge” 
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The 
Universal Christmas Story and 
Relationship to UU Covenants,” by 
Pastor George Willis “Bill” Eiwen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministerial Musings 
 

 
Gift-Giving 

  
 I can still remember Christmas when I was 10.  I 
received a brand new, bright blue bicycle with a banana 
seat.  I quickly embellished it with playing cards attached 
to the back frame with clothes pins so that they would 
slap the rotating spokes of the back wheel, sounding like 
a motorcycle to my ears.  I was the James Dean of 
Smithfield, at least in my mind.  
 As a kid, Christmas was the most exciting day of 
the year.  Full of anticipation, I could hardly get to sleep 
on Christmas Eve, and on Christmas morning, I would 
awake while it was still dark to see if Santa had indeed 
fulfilled the wish-list I had shared with him on his lap at 
Roses dime store.  More often than not, he did.   
 As a kid, Christmas was all about receiving gifts, 
but as an adult, the focus has shifted to giving as well as 
receiving.  I have given gifts with various motives.  
Sometimes I have given out of obligation, because I was 
“supposed to” due to family ties or social convention.  
There is not much joy involved with these kinds of gifts.  
Such gifts feel more like items you check off your to-do 
list, and whatever joy you feel is a sense of relief at 
having gotten this out of the way.  Sometimes I have 
given because of the law of reciprocity, the expectation 
that a good turn deserves one in response.  I can't 
explain exactly why, but it feels wrong not to reciprocate 
when someone gives something to you.  Maybe it's a way 
of keeping a relationship in balance, as if to show the 
other person that you're not a moocher and that you're 
holding up your end of the relationship, too.   
  
     Continued on Page 2

 



 2 

 As I have gotten older, I give more and more gifts out of a sense of gratitude.  Maybe 
the losses we endure along the way make us appreciate what we have and cause us not to 
take what we have for granted.  Maybe we realize along the way that we're not so self-
sufficient after all, that we wouldn't have made it this far if it had not been for so many 
helping hands along the way, pulling us up when we fall and pulling us along when we run 
out of confidence.  I catch myself saying “Thank you” more often, and I often wish to 
express my appreciation more tangibly.  But it feels socially awkward to give someone a gift 
out of the blue.  Christmas, however, provides the perfect excuse.   
 I still like receiving gifts at Christmas, but there has been an internal shift.  Now I 
relish giving gifts.  Some people describe gift-giving as giving yourself to another, but I see it 
differently.  I see gift-giving as putting yourself aside and putting another front and center.  
You can't know what to give another unless you know the person, and this takes time, 
attention, and discernment.  What another person wants is not always so apparent and it's 
not what I would necessarily want.  You know you've hit the mark when he or she opens 
your present and reacts with a genuine smile.  I believe they smile not just because they 
have received something they like but because they recognize I have made the effort to 
know them.  And that makes me smile. 
 I suppose all gift-giving is reciprocal in the sense that we always get something in 
return, even if just a smile.  Receiving joy in exchange for giving joy.  Not a bad bargain. 
 Here's hoping you enjoy such bargains this Christmas, 
            Neal 
 
              

 

Community Chalice 
 
We extend our congratulations to… 

 
Erica Patterson for earning her national certification for teachers through the National Board of 
Professional Teaching Standards. 

 
 
We extend our gratitude to… 

 
The many people who made our New Member Dinner on November 30 possible:  the Board members 
and committee chairs for bringing food; Jeff Kruse for setting up the tables and chairs; Christina 
Seel, Martha Edwards, and youth Sophia and Amelia for helping run the kitchen; Sue Thayer for 
composting the disposable plates; Spenser Gilchrist and Noelle for providing childcare; and Alison 
Thirkield for organizing the whole event. 

 
 
We extend our concern and support to… 

 
Clay Moore, who is under hospice care at his and Jean's home. 
 
Richard Moore, who continues to recuperate at Richland Memorial Hospital from being hit by a car. 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings 
 
Share the Plate with Families Helping Families 
During the month of December, we will share half our cash collections on Sunday mornings with 
Families Helping Families. For twenty years, FHF has provided gifts, clothing, food, and other 
essentials to thousands of families in need during the holiday season. This partnership between 
the Palmetto Project and WIS brings together families, religious groups, businesses, and 
community groups to sponsor families facing particularly daunting hardships, ensuring that all 
our neighbors share in the joy of the season. The families we serve are referred by social 
service organizations as having special needs beyond their staffs’ ability to help. Often the 
breadwinner has been laid off, become disabled, or forced to spend limited savings on a 
medical emergency. Your donations will enable these families to have a Christmas despite their 
hardship.   
 
Vote Vote Vote for 2013 Share The Plate Recipients 
Please visit our website, www.uucolumbia.org, and following the link at the top of the page to vote for the 
2013 Share the Plate recipients.  All votes are due by December 16.  

 
Rock Songs in Photo & Paint 

Enjoy the exhibit in the UUCC Art Gallery. Regina & Bill Moody made a late September trip 
through south western national parks and these images are the result. See Regina or Jim 
Burton for information on purchasing. 
 

 
Partner Church Christmas Card Project 
Once again we want to remember our Partner Church Congregation in Transylvania, the 
birthplace of Unitarianism. This small group of dedicated people who are very much a 
minority look forward to greetings from the UUCC. Please help us to spread holiday cheer 
by stopping by to sign a card for the upcoming Holiday Season. You will find them in the 
Social Hall along with information about the congregation and our roots in Romania. 
 

Organic Coffee 
How would you like to protect the environment, help farmers around the world, support 
a UU small business, send our teens to Boston in 2013, and enjoy a nice hot cup of 
coffee all at the same time? Well, you can by ordering fair trade organic coffee from the 
high school youth group. Orders are placed every Monday, coffee is roasted and ground 
to order, and delivered to UUCC within two weeks. A variety of organic teas and 

chocolate products are also available. The youth group receives three dollars for every pound sold. 
For more information, contact Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 or seymour.barbie@gmail.com. 

 
FreeCycle for the Holidays 
Bring what you don't need and take what you want. The FreeCycle Center is located at the back of the 
stage in the Fellowship Hall. We request that you not leave electronics, as we have difficulty disposing 
of such items if they are not claimed. If you have electronics in working condition, please leave a note 
and photograph on the FreeCycle Center bulletin board. For more information about FreeCycling, 
please contact Andrea Derrick at derrick.andrea@gmail.com or Barbie Seymour at 
seymour.barbie@gmail.com.  
 
Sound Tech Needed 
We need someone to manage our sound system for our worship service one Sunday a 
month, which involves regulating our mics and playing recorded music. Very little 
training needed. If you can help, please contact Karl McCollester at 
tsc@uucolumbia.org or Rev. Jones at nealjones@sc.rr.com. 
 
 
 

http://www.uucolumbia.org/
mailto:seymour.barbie@gmail.com
mailto:derrick.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:seymour.barbie@gmail.com
mailto:tsc@uucolumbia.org
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No September Set in November or December 
As is our usual tradition, there will be no September Set Pot Lucks in November and December. Our 
next supper will be January 25th, 2013. We hope you all have a Holiday Season filled with Peace and 
Joy. 

 
Congregational Meeting 
On December 2 the congregational voted to 'call' Neal as our settled minister. This means that rather 
than being hired by the board on a yearly contract basis, Neal will be hired by the congregation for an 
indefinite period of time. Neal achieved Preliminary Fellowship with the UUA last December and is 
now recognized as a Unitarian Universalist Minister. His service of Installation will take place on 
Sunday January 27th 2013 at 4:00 PM. This will be an important milestone in Neal's career. 
 The board would like to thank the Ministerial Transition Committee for the energy and time 
devoted to this process. Pat Mohr chaired the committee; members were Bob Whitaker, Bauer 
Westeren, Sarah Corbett, Sharon Givens, Bethany Storlazzi and Sonya Jones.  Ann Johnson, 
President. 

 

 
Holiday Pageant Rehearsal Dec. 15 
Rehearsal for the Holiday Pageant Multigenerational Service will Saturday, Dec. 15 from 2-4 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Even if you’re not in the pageant, we could use additional assistance with costumes, 
props and set decoration. For more information, contact Sonya Jones at jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com.  

 
 
 
UUCC Holiday Party 
Let’s kick off the holidays on Saturday, December 15th, with a party from 6 to 9 
p.m. at Lis and   Phil Turner’s home (Wildewood Subdivision, Northeast , 204 
Running Fox Road, just off Polo Road).  Please bring a hearty hors d’oeuvre or 
a “finger food’ sweet treat to share.  Non-alcoholic beverages will be provided, 
but BYOB if you prefer. 
 The Turners have requested that you bring a gift to donate to the Transitions program.  
Gift ideas might include:  toiletries, cologne and perfume, socks, bedroom slippers, undershirts, 
hats, scarves, gloves, laundry bags, flashlights, earphones, sewing kits, first aid kits, decks of 
cards, dominoes, chess and checker sets, hair brushes, razors and shaving products, small 
stand-alone mirrors, reflective patches that can be put on clothing or push carts, etc.  These do 
not need to be wrapped.  You need not RSVP, but a count of the number of children 8 years old 
and under would be appreciated in case Santa has a chance to drop off a small gift.  Questions?  
Contact Phil Turner at (940) 453-8214 or pturner@unt.edu. 
 
Bring Cookies for Holiday Pageant Dec. 16 

Everyone’s invited to bring a batch of your favorite homemade cookies for a Holiday 
Sweet Treat Party in the Social Hall following the Dec. 16 Holiday Pageant. We’ll have 
hot chocolate, hot apple cider and lots of delicious cookies. The Youth Group will take 
half of the cookies to The Family Shelter when they visit there that afternoon to make 
Christmas crafts with the resident children. Please bring half of your cookies in a 
sealed plastic bag for donation. For more information, email dre@uucolumbia.org. 

 
SINKs & DINKs 
After this Sunday’s service, the SINKs and DINKs will be enjoying a brunch at Thirsty Fellow (621 
Gadsen Street) then at 6:15 we will be watching The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (3D) (3h 49m) 
at Carmike Wynnsong 10 (5320 Forest Drive). This is a group for young, and mid-, adults, which will 
be getting involved with everything from theater, community projects, discussion groups, and eating 

mailto:jones_sonyaj@yahoo.com
mailto:pturner@unt.edu
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(and drinking!) out. Our central goals are community and fun! Please contact Amber Goodman 
(goodman_a@hotmail.com) or Ricardo Hamdan (ricardo.hamdan@gmail.com) for more information. 
 
UUCC Book Club 
The next discussion, facilitated by Bauer Westeren, will be on the book "The Prophet" by Kahlil Gibran 
and will take place at 6:30 pm on Sunday, December 16. The UUCC Book Club is open to all 
members and friends of UU. We will meet at a members home. Please contact Alvin Steingold at 
alvinsteingold@gmail.com if you have questions or would like more information.  

 
Apocalypse and End Times Getting You Down? 
You are invited for meditation, prayer, poems, chanting, singing and dancing dances of Universal 
Peace.  We shall prepare our hearts for the New Time to create our New Beginning.  Join us on 
December 21, from sunset at 5:19pm until 7:30 pm at Conscious Creations, 735 Meeting Street, 
West Columbia, 29169.  Afterwards, 8:30 pm, we will retire to regroup for dinner, drinks and live 
music at Café Jazz on top of Finley Park, 930 Laurel.  All storytellers, astronomers, astrologers, 
scientists, dancers, singers, musicians, artists, poets and lovers of peace and justice are cordially 
invited.  Pease RSVP to Sara Williams, 237-3322 or swilliams1238@sc.rr.com, for CPRC Carolina 
Peace. 
  

   UU Coffeehouse Saturday Night, December 22 
 

John William Davis, www.johnwilliamdavis.com.  “Wandering through the halls during a music 
conference last fall, I was drawn like a moth to a flame by some funky finger picking, striking 
melodies, and clever lyrics . . . John William Davis is a writer who deserves more than passing 
comparison with the likes of Randy Newman and Tom Waits, albeit with slightly stronger connection 
to blues and folk roots than either of those guys. Davis has the same kind of eye and ear though . . . 
An ability to take snapshots of the world around us and the peculiar characters who inhabit it with 
clever, razor sharp wordplay . . . I’m finding him as my favorite songwriter at the moment” Mark D. 
Moss, Editor, Sing Out! Magazine 
“The number of people I'd recommend to your house concert series I can count on both hands. I've 
recently added John William to that admittedly small group.” Jack Williams, South Carolina 
songwriting and guitar playing legend 
Opening: Dylan Sneed, www.dylansneed.com  
"Like a sober Townes Van Zandt." - Columbia Free Times 
"Sneed is a terrific songwriter who knows how to turn a phrase and plays a mean acoustic guitar." No 
Depression 
"Sneed represents the best side of true Americana: music of passion and skill that can move an 
audience with a whisper or a roar." Dallas Observer 
 The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward Street.  Tickets are $13 for 
adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 803-200-2824. 
Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door. Without reservations, 
tickets are $15 and $7. Children through 8th grade are free with a paying adult.  Doors open at 7:00 
for Open Mic and the main show begins at 8:00. For more information, visit uucoffeehouse.org. 

 
Guest Speaker for the December 23 Service 
Pastor George Willis “Bill” Eiwen is a native of Lancaster, PA. He has been ordained over 34 years 
having served six congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, in both Texas and 
South Carolina including three new mission starts. His last position was as pastor of Reformation 
Lutheran Church, a Welcoming Congregation, from which he retired this past June. While serving as 
pastor of Reformation Lutheran, Bill was a strong supporter of LGBT rights and engaged in significant 
outreach efforts to the LGBT community in Columbia. 
 Bill has been married to his wife, Ginny, for 38+ years. They have two grown daughters, both 
married, and six grandchildren. He enjoys woodworking as well as the outdoors, particularly hiking, 

mailto:goodman_a@hotmail.com
mailto:ricardo.hamdan@gmail.com
mailto:alvinsteingold@gmail.com
mailto:swilliams1238@sc.rr.com
http://www.johnwilliamdavis.com/
http://www.dylansneed.com/
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biking, swimming and sailing with Ginny. He also enjoys a good book. Together the Eiwens enjoy 
traveling and sharing their life together in the community. 
 
Christmas Eve Service 
A special Christmas Eve Service will be held in the sanctuary Monday, December 24, at 8 pm. The 
service will include hymns, readings, music and candles, and is expected to last a family-friendly 45 
minutes or so.  If you'd like to volunteer for setup, refreshments or helping during the service, please 
contact Kevin Meredith at kemeredith@hotmail.com.   
 Following the service, all are invited to gather for refreshments and a short visit in the social hall. If 
you need transportation to and from the Christmas Eve gathering (service & social hour), email our 
Administrator, Andrea, to reserve a place in the Santa's Sleigh Express (799-0845 or 
uucc@uucolumbia.org.)  Please let Andrea know by noon Sunday the 23rd. 

 
Unigram 
To allow for the Christmas holiday, the December 26 Unigram will be published on December 27.  
The deadline for submissions will remain Sunday evening on December 23. 
 

   UU Coffeehouse New Year’s Eve, Monday Night, December 31 
Jack Williams with Susan Taylor, Cary Taylor, and Danny Harlow 
The UU Coffeehouse listening room is located at 2701 Heyward Street.  Tickets are $25 with a 
reservation request left at 803-200-2824. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and 
pay at the door.  The show begins at 8:00 and goes past midnight. Coffee and sodas will be provided. 
Feel free to bring any other beverages you might want. For more information, visit uucoffeehouse.org. 
 
Committee Night in January 
Committee Night in January will take place on January 9 rather than January 2 due to the Christmas 
holidays.  We will meet at 6:00 pm. The Finance Committee will present information on how to prepare 
budget requests for the upcoming fiscal year. All committees should have a representative on Jan 9th. 

 
Spring Weekend at the Mountain 

It is never too early to start planning for our annual spring weekend at our beloved 
Mountain.  Save the weekend of April 19, 20 & 21, 2013.  More information to come. 
 

Greening up before the Holidays.  As I have become more aware of the importance of Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle, I strive to implement this principle during the holidays.  The following are some 
practices I have learned from others or developed myself in order to do so: 

 Give up the gift wrap!  Growing up, my mom had a friend who always brought her presents 
wrapped in the Comic section from the newspaper.  I never really got it as a child but now it makes 
perfect sense! 

 Give gifts in reusable bags.   Not only can gift bags be reused over and over, but you can give 
gifts in fashionable reusable shopping bags which can then be used all year long. 

 Reuse bows, ribbons, tissue paper, etc.  I don’t think I have bought bows or ribbons in a decade.  
They will always stick again with a little bit of tape! 

 Consider consignment.  Columbia has a number of wonderful consignment stores where you can 
purchase new or nearly new items.  This cuts down on the number of new items being produced, 
therefore decreasing energy and resource use.  And if you are looking for free items, check out 
the UUCC Freecycle Center on the stage in the social hall. 

If you have any other ideas about how to “Green” the holidays or for more information about the 
UUCC Green Committee contact Michelle Andra at uugreengirl@gmail.com or call (828) 545-3069.  
 
 

mailto:kemeredith@hotmail.com
mailto:uugreengirl@gmail.com
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You Were There 
 
In Memoriam and Tribute to the life that is Don Mohr 
Member and Pillar of our Community, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, SC. 
 
You were there: 
 
When the Fellowship front door needed to be unlocked, the lights turned on, along with the heat. And 
you were the first person I met at that door.  
 
With an election to be Chairman of the Board of Directors with your beloved wife and partner Pat. 
 
When the count on Sunday needed to be taken. 
 
Not only were you there, it seems like, you were always there.  
 
When you gave a hug, your arms stretched so far around as to comfort, could hear your heartbeat 
strong, steady and sure. Every time afterwards, whenever with the sound of your voice, your hug was 
always there.  
 
To partake in organizing our UUCC’s participation and attendance in each year’s UUA General 
Assembly by offering guidance, sharing anecdotes, contributing from your encyclopedic memory, to 
move our congregation forward.  
 
As Albus Dumbledore, a kind wise leader. And as J. K. Rowling explains her character, we know she 
was talking about you. Dumbledore’s attribute “is the epitome of goodness”. 
 
To speak to me when there was a need, then in time sensed the closeness depart. There was 
disagreement, which felt odd for what you shared. Ah Don, it is good to know with everything said 
during this tenure; my voice becomes the one voice of dissent. We would not be UU or human 
otherwise. 
 
To offer counsel, make improvements, keep committees and the grounds nurtured, one project after 
another for this our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia. 
 
To exemplify humility through one of your greatest achievements, which is your love for theatre, 
writing scripts, and not really directing, fostering with humor! Was it because of your roots from ‘Bama 
where you witnessed injustice first hand and your continued work for social justice here? Your themes 
and overview of women’s rights, health rights, and humanities rights came to fore and extended from 
your authenticity with dispatch and pronunciation for it is from your heart, the “This I value”. 
 
To make this difference shared by many, and in my humility, will do my best to transcribe these voices 
heard and unheard. To borrow from one of my own phrases, this is to designate your presence. Your 
presence of writing and fostering “A Congregation Of Amazons”, now this is their tribute to you. Don, 
you are imbued with the aesthetic of knowing right from wrong, the injustices women find themselves 
involved in; just because of archaic patriarchal views of women, you built a theatre presentation 
thematically depicting the suffragette movement heard by our congregation with the voices of women 
through time and now.  And this was presented at the annual UUA meeting in Nashville, TN, which 
was the last state of this union to acclaim a women’s right to vote! Even then as you improve the 
lighting in our sanctuary, you lend your light to so many you have met. Now as then, with this memory 
shared by many, your presence will transcend time even after your physical form has returned to sod. 
 
For one particular project, The Memorial Garden, up until your last breath you adhered to task for its 
completion, where your ashes will be laid to rest. 
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On one Sunday of the year officiating to honor those that achieved their own element of success, 
commemorating a life lived. One mark about these services, you recognized those of wit, talent, fame 
and infamy. You did not discriminate; you made a point to be universal in making note of each life 
lived. 
 
Oh, You were there.  
 
And during one such Sunday I added my voice with verse for our Fellowship’s own Laurel Sutton who 
departed. I am reminded of this line I spoke then and I add here. 

“in reverence and in grace 
lay this laurel as a wreath 

to sleep with the wildfolk of the earth 
where she will continue to play”  

now with you. 
 
As you see I have added my verse for you, though not just me. 
For someone as you who has touched many lives, many have added their memories of you. It may be 
my voice speaking, each of our voices resonate along with me.  
 
When it is time as we reckon time as Autumn’s trees shed their leaves with a wind that whips these 
leaves around and around. These leaves of memory within all of us here gathered of you. May we 
give grace to our memories cherished by those we have shared with, as you have shared, I daresay, 
magnificently with us.  
 
Even though you were there then, now you are here within us. May we always remember your gifts 
you bestowed during our own walk in life each and every day. 
 
Now as we exit the Sanctuary, enter the Memorial Garden, with our minister, Neal Jones, leading us 
in song and prayer with your wife Pat and Family alongside. Your salt urn remains are placed in a 
furrow. Even though your physical presence has come to its end, Pat will be heartened every time she 
comes to speak with you here. She will remember this day with warmth for this love exemplified within 
Sanctuary to Memorial Garden for you are here. As Pat knows, whenever “there is love in a room, 
Don is there”. 
 
We have come to honor our memories of you along with adding our strength to your Family. What you 
did for us, may we, in our own way, be there for whom you love so much. Amen. 
 
In humility and for respect 
Compiled, written, and spoken 
By John M. Starino  
10.27.12 
 
 

UUCC Board of Trustees 
Summary of November 2012 Meeting 

The Board of Trustees met on November 14, 2012 from 6:30 PM to 9:53 PM. Ann Johnson, 
President, chaired the meeting which included several issues for discussion and action 
Financial Matters 
Linda Brennison, Treasurer, reported that revenues for the fiscal year are running ahead of the 
planned amount by $18,681.80, or 9%, while expenses are under budget by $4,856.56, resulting in a 
$23,538.36 positive variance.  Office supplies expense continues to exceed the budgeted amounts, 
but this is ascribed to the growth of the church membership and the recent increase in fund raising 
activities.  Total Pledges, Plate Collections, and General Fundraising are all exceeding the planned 
amounts. Linda provided updates for the recently created Mohr Family Fund held in the UUCC 
brokerage account as well as the UUA Endowment Fund.  
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Michael Sullivan provided an update of Year-to-Date fundraising by the Finance Committee, highlights 
of which included collection of prior year pledges in the amount of $5,495.00 (129% of goal), 
donations received for the Minister’s Installation of $8,210 (164% of goal), and Fall Fling donations 
(including commitments) of $3,655 (97% of goal).  The total raised so far this fiscal year is $17,360 
(134% of goal).   
Welcome of New Trustee 
Ann welcomed Phil Turner to the Board as an at-large member to fill behind Bob Whitaker. 
Security and Disruptive Behavior Concerns 
In executive session the board discussed the provisions of the UUCC Policy Regarding Disruptive 
Behavior adopted March 8, 2006 and recent events relating thereto. Due to unexpected delays, bids 
for new door locks will be presented at the December meeting by Kevin Eason, Buildings and 
Grounds Chair. 
Member Offer to Replace the Front Doors  
Jim Burton presented a generous offer to donate the funds to replace the front entry doors and 
refurbish the other four doors in the foyer before the January 27, 2013 Installation Service.  The Board 
moved to contract with the contractor and sign a Memo of Understanding between the UUCC and Jim 
to clarify the terms of the gift and related decision-making responsibilities.   
Approval of Committee Co-Chair and Member 
Sue Thayer was approved as Co-Chair of the Social Action Committee, and Joan Watterson as 
approved as a  new member of the Leadership Development Committee.  
Approval of Memorial Garden Brass Plate 
The Board approved a request for funding to order a brass plate to be attached to the wall of the 
Memorial Garden to record the names of those whose ashes are scattered there. Funds will come 
from the balance of $2,500 remaining in the Betty Glad Fund, with the $1,380 remainder from the 
Reserve Fund. 
Other Business 

 Discussion of the Minister’s Letter of Agreement was deferred to the December meeting. 

 Discussion of the work and findings of the Ministerial Transition Committee was deferred to the 
December meeting. 

Respectfully submitted by Bob Whitaker, Secretary 
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Religious Education 

 
RE Calendar 

 Dec. 15: Holiday Pageant Rehearsal, Sanctuary, 2-4 p.m. 

 Dec. 16: Holiday Pageant Multigenerational Service, Sanctuary, 11 a.m., 

 Dec. 16: Holiday Cookies and Winter Beverages, Social Hall, 12:15 p.m. 

 Dec. 23: No RE (due to holidays) 
 
Upcoming RE Lessons 

 Dec. 16—Holiday Pageant Multigenerational Service followed by Holiday Cookies 

 Dec. 23—No RE (holiday weekend) 
 

Junior Choir Schedule 
The UUCC Junior Choir will rehearse Sunday, Dec. 16 at 10:20 a.m. in Room 8 and perform during 
the Holiday Pageant Multigenerational Service. 
 
Youth Group Visits Family Shelter Dec. 16 
The UUCC Youth Group will travel to The Family Shelter Sunday, Dec. 16 following the service and 
holiday cookie reception. Youth will make holiday crafts with the resident children and take holiday 
cookies donated by UUCC members and friends. Youth should meet at 12:45 p.m. in Room 10 and 
will return to UUCC at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
 
No RE Dec. 23 
There will be no religious education classes for children and youth on Sunday, Dec. 23 due to the 
holiday weekend. The nursery will be available for children ages 0-3; all other children and youth will 
remain in the worship service. 
 
RE Food Drive Continues Through Jan. 27 
RE classes will continue collecting non-perishable food items for Harvest Hope through the end of 
January, when we’ll have our second annual Canstruction contest. Children and youth should drop off 
any donated food items in their usual classroom, then on Jan. 27, each class will create a structure 
out of the donated foods. Following the service that day, all UUCC members and friends will be invited 
to the RE Wing to vote (via cash donations) for their favorite structure. The winning class will have 
their choice of a pizza of ice cream party, and all food items and money will go to Harvest Hope. Last 
year we raised more than $250 and collected almost 300 pounds of food; let’s beat those numbers 
this year! 
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UUCC Staff  Minister , Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  minister@uucolumbia.org 

Administrator, Andrea Dudick   uucc@uucolumbia.org 
Director Religious Education, Lisa Eason dre@uucolumbia.org 
Youth Coordinator, Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org 
Nursery Supervisor, Jennifer McLeer 
Bookkeeper, Ann Cargill    bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org 
Custodian, Jeff Kruse 

 
Board of Trustees President, Ann Johnson   president@uucolumbia.org 
   Co-Presidents-Elect, Ivy Coleman & 
    Robin Scherer    president-elect@uucolumbia.org 

Treasurer, Linda Brennison   treasurer@uucolumbia.org 
Secretary, Bob Whitaker   secretary@uucolumbia.org 
Members at Large, Caroline Eastman, Elizabeth Harris, Buzzie Kelly, Michael 
Walker, Phil Turner 
Past President, Barry Ahrendt   pastpresident@uucolumbia.org 

 

Phone:  Office (803) 799-0845    FAX: (815) 550-4740 
UUCC Forum:  http://uufc.19.forumer.com             Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia 
Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9:15 am – 1:45 pm  Special Events Line:  (803) 200-2824 
 
Please, help us update our mailing list. 

DECEMBER 2012 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS 
 

Meeting                   Date Time Location 

Board Meeting 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Social Hall 

Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 7:00 pm Member Home 

Choir   Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary 

Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall 

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:30 pm Library 

Dances of Universal Peace 1
st
 Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall 

Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library 

Funeral Consumer Alliance 2
nd

 Monday 5:30 pm Classroom 

Green Committee   3
rd

 Wednesday 6:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 

New Member Class 2
nd

 Sunday 12:15 pm Library 

RE Committee 2
nd

 Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom # 5 

Science & Religion  2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

September Set  4
th
 Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Technology Committee 1
st
 Wednesday 6:00 pm Workroom 1 

UU Animal Ministry TBA 5:15 pm Classroom # 7 

UU Book Club December 16
th
, Sunday 6:30 pm Member Home 

UU Humanist 4
th
 Thursday  7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904 or Carita Barr, 782-
0053  

7:00 pm Classroom # 5 

Visitor Orientation 3
rd

 Sunday of Odd Months 12:15 pm Library  Classroom # 8 

Women's Book Club  2
nd

 Tuesday  7:00 pm  Classroom # 8 

Rentals    

American United Saturday, January 26th 6:00 pm Social Hall 

Tai Chi    803-772-9557  
   columbia.sc@taoist.org 

Every Tuesday  6:00 & 7:30 pm Social Hall 

 

mailto:uucc@uucolumbia.org
mailto:president@uucolumbia.org
http://uu.columbia.sc.uua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uucolumbia
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To delete or change your address,  
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org 

 
 
====================================================================== 

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
 

 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;  

 Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and 
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;  

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;  

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors 
as ourselves;  

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of 
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;  

 Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions, which celebrate the sacred circle of life and 
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Unigram Deadline 
The deadline for the next issue is Sun., 
December 23, which will be published on Thur., 
December 27.  
Please submit articles and announcements for 
the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org 
 


