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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Children: 11:00 AM -12:15 PM
Religious Ed. classes for children ages
3 through 12th grade

Jan. 10, 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: An
Evangelical at the UUCC?
We will meet at the usual time, 9:30,
but in the sanctuary. Please see
Events/Meetings for more details.
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “My Hope
for the Recession” by Rev. Dr. Neal R.
Jones

Jan. 17, 2010
9:30 am Forum
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “The
Future of Religion: Encountering the
Other, Embracing Difference” by
Dr. Carl Evans, Professor Emeritus,
Department of Religious Studies, USC
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Ministerial Musings

The Making of a UU Minister – An Update

I think almost everyone knows by now -- though some of
our newer members may not – that I am not an official UU
minister. I am an ordained minister, just not credentialed by our
denomination, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) … yet.
I was ordained 23 years ago by my home church, the First Baptist
Church of Smithfield, North Carolina, after having earned a Master
of Divinity degree. However, I never served a Baptist church, as I
left the Southern Baptist denomination and received ministerial
standing first with the United Church of Christ and then with the
Moravian Church. I guess I’m a spiritual nomad.

A minister who is credentialed by the UUA is said to be a
“Minister in Fellowship.” Most candidates in the fellowshipping
process are young ministers-in-training, attending a UU seminary,
while some of us are ministers who are transferring from another
denomination. All of us must complete the same fellowshipping
process, and it’s quite a long, laborious process, requiring that
each candidate:

(1) Complete the initial inquiry phase, which includes
submitting three essays on why you want to be a UU
minister and being interviewed by a UUA staff member.

(2) Complete a career assessment at one of the UUA’s
approved career assessment centers

(3) Submit to an interview with the Regional Sub-Committee
on Candidacy and be approved for candidacy status.

(4) Obtain sponsorship by a UU congregation.
(5) Complete a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree.
(6) Complete an internship at a UU congregation.
(7) Complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).
(8) Complete a reading list in UU history, polity, theology,

biography, religious education, professional ministry, and
social justice issues.

(9) Submit an application packet to the Ministerial Fellowship
Committee (MFC) documenting academic and professional
competence and personal development.

(10) Submit to an interview with the MFC and be approved for
preliminary fellowship.

I started this process while serving as the minister of the
UU Fellowship of Waco, Texas, suspended the process when I
moved to Columbia to begin my practice as a clinical psychologist,
and then restarted the process when I became your fulltime
minister two years ago. I have completed the first eight steps.
When I was interviewed by the Southeast Regional Sub-
Committee at All Souls UU in New York last year, they
recommended that I take three courses through our UU

Cont’d from Page 1
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Cont’d on Page 2

seminaries to supplement my M. Div. degree – a course in UU history, polity, and religious education (RE).
Last week I completed the last of these courses with Starr King School of Ministry. I have also taken an
extra course, one in world religions, to further supplement my preparation for UU ministry.

As much of Unitarian Universalism as I think I have absorbed through osmosis while
serving two UU congregations, the fact is that I have learned a lot through these UU seminary courses.
For instance, in the RE class I just finished, I learned the theological foundations of religious ed, the
cognitive, psychological, social, and moral stages of development in children and youth, how issues of
oppression and diversity affect religious ed, and our newest curricula for lifespan religious ed, “Tapestry of
Faith.” Mostly what I have learned about RE I am experiencing in this fellowshipping process – that
religious education is a lifelong endeavor because life itself is a classroom and we are always students. In
fact, I think RE should stand for “religious exploration.” After all, what are Unitarians if we are not
explorers?

The Student Preacher

==============================================================

Community Chalice
We extend our support and concern to…

Sandy Chubon, who has returned home after being hospitalized for arrhythmia.

Vivian Pilant, who is recuperating from a foot infection at Baptist Hospital.

Alice and Chick Wellette, whose home was burglarized while they were visiting family over Christmas.

We extend our congratulations to...

Tony and Yolanda Ganong, who celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on December 29.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

==============================================================

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Forum: Jan. 10, An Evangelical at the UUCC?
All are cordially invited to join us for a special Forum on January 10 when the discussion will begin with a
short presentation by a pastor, and author from Maine, Dr. Stan Moody. Dr. Moody is a Evangelical who
believes that current Christianity has gone astray, so he has labeled his topic: The Rise of Christian
Atheism. We will meet at the usual time, 9:30, but in a different place, the Sanctuary.
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New Members Class This Sunday, Jan. 10
This Sunday, Jan. 10, Rev. Jones will teach a one-hour class on UU history for new members and for
those considering membership with the UUCC. This class will be held in Room 6 of the RE wing
immediately following the worship service. Refreshments will be served.

Americans United -- Sunday, January 10
Americans United for Separation of Church and State will meet here at the UUCC at 6:00, Sunday,
January 10. Our guest speaker will be Aaron Kozloski, the local attorney who represented Americans
United in the "I Believe" lawsuit. He will explain both the legal and political issues involved in Judge
Currie's ruling, as well as the procedure for getting a license plate produced by the state and by private
groups. The Christian Right group, SC Palmetto Family Council, would like to issue the "I Believe" license
plate as a privately sponsored tag. Mr. Kosloski will explain if and how they may do that. AU meetings are
open to the public.

Committee Night
Committee Night is held the first Wednesday night of each month. The next committee night is Wed., Jan.
6, 2010. All committees are encouraged to participate in the dinner and in the meeting hour, immediately
following dinner. Any member of the congregation is encouraged to participate in the dinner, and is
welcome to sit in on any committee meeting. The evening begins with dinner at 6:00, and ends around
8:00, depending on the time needed for each committee’s meeting.

CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE JJAANNUUAARRYY 1166,, 22001100

Sara Thomsen -http://www.sarathomsen.com
Sara Thomsen is a singer-songwriter with a soulful voice, poetic lyrics, and haunting melodies. Her music
comes from the heart, and that's where it takes you. With a voice richer than the best mid-west soil, her
songs carry you inward and outward—in, to the particulars of your own life, and out into the shared
humanity of us all. Her performance style is easygoing and full of humor and depth, capturing the
audience’s full engagement. Sara’s music gently enfolds and unfolds the listener
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult.
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 PM in Room 5 at
the UUCC. We will discuss any book written by David Sedaris. Anyone with
questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784 or sjchubon@sc.rr.com

Organizational Meeting of UUCF Chapter
Join us for an organizational chapter meeting of the UU Christian Fellowship (non-creedal followers of
Jesus rooted in the history and tradition of Unitarian Universalism) on Sunday, Jan. 17 at 12:30 p.m. in the
Library. A bean soup lunch will be provided, followed by discussion and centering prayer. Call Sara
Damewood at 730-4987 for more information.

Writing The Sacred Journey-- A Workshop.
Writing and sharing our stories can be a life affirming experience that helps us see themes in our lives as
we journey toward wholeness. The Rev. Neal Jones and Ann Johnson will lead a half day workshop using
content from the Building Your Own Theology curriculum on Saturday January 23 from 9:30 AM - 12:30
PM. This workshop is open to anyone and will be useful for new members as well as folks who have been
with us for many years. We will write sections of our own story and share them in a small group setting.
There is no cost. All you need to bring is your journal or notebook and a pen; we will provide snacks,

cookies and fruit. Ann will be in the social hall following the service if you have questions or want to sign
up in person. Otherwise email Ann at annj@logicsouth.com to register.
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Leadership Development
As we look to the new year, we are continuing to look for ways to make leadership development
opportunities more accessible to people in our congregations. From January to June, we will be hosting
weekly webinars in four major leadership topic areas. UUA TJD District Trustee, Jake Morrill, will host one
webinar per month on best practices in congregations. TJD Director of Faith Development, Sue Sinnamon,
will host a monthly webinar on faith development topics. Dr. Helen Bishop will host a monthly webinar on
right relations and conflict. And I will host a monthly webinar on governance and other leadership
development topics. Watch for further information on www.tjdistrict.org.

Every Week for Harvest Hope Food Bank
When you buy your groceries leave some in the car so you'll have them to bring
each and every Sunday and help fill the basket in the Foyer. Volunteers deliver
all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

“The Role of the Family in Mental Health Treatment”
NAMI Mid-Carolina (The National Alliance on Mental Illness) invites parishioners to hear their speakers
Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 6:00 PM Trenholm Road United Methodist Church, 3401 Trenholm Road.
Russell Haber, Ph.D and Rhea Ann Merck, Ph.D will speak at NAMI’s monthly Education Meeting. Dr.
Haber, Director of USC Counseling and Human Development Center and Dr. Merck will discuss the value
of Family Involvement in treating and recovery for students with emotional or mental health illnesses. “The
Role of the Family in Mental Health Treatment” will be an eye opening presentation.
All NAMI programs are free and open to the public. Any questions about the program or NAMI, please call
Buddy Wier 528-1923 or wieriii@att.net.

Religious Education

Tapestry of Faith curriculum continues for Spring program:
Pre-K, K to 2nd: Creating Home
3rd to 5th grade: Windows and Mirrors
Junior Hi: Families
Senior Hi: Exploring Our Values through Poetry

The first Sunday of each month we have RE worship for the Youth lead by Cheryl Soehl and assisted by
Morgan Gauthreaux January 3rd the Youth celebrated with bubbling fruit juice welcoming the New Year
together and learned how countries and cultures around the world celebrate and bring in their New Year.
The youth also made a list of things they wanted to let go of and a list of things they wish to work on or
bring more into their lives.

The Children’s Chapel, Jan. 3rd, organized by Sonya Jones, assisted by David Long and Sej Harman,
celebrated the New Year with the Fire Communion. Sonya read the lovely picture storybook, The House in
the Night, and the children did lovely art with paint and transparent circle paper making a night sky quilt to
remind us that we are part of the cycle of the seasons. The children let go of the old and embraced the
new and unknown, first by burning a piece of paper to let go of the old and gathering around the light to
welcome the new.

RE Clean Up Day, Jan. 24th This month our Social Action Sunday will be an all inclusive RE Clean Up
Day. We'll send out more information as the time approaches, but the basic idea is that children, youth
and their families should come ready to work for a good cause. We hear the board would like to put new
furniture in our wing, so let's make it ready!
I am asking for anyone who would like to suggest priorities for our cleaning day to send me their list.

Please send it directly to me at jones_sonyaj@ yahoo.com (and not to the whole families listserve). I will
compile your ideas and bring the list to our RE Committee meeting this month.
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!! Clarion Call to Congregation and Parents !! Great thanks to all of our active volunteers!!
We are short of volunteers for the RE Sunday classes and hope we do not have to cancel classes.
Please volunteer. We have planned activities and easy to do curriculum but cannot be done at the last
minute. We need people to sign up for February and March now!! The sign up sheet is on the RE table in
the social hall by the double doors to the rest rooms.

Our Spring Curriculum:
Tapestry of Faith is found easily online and offers a vision shaped by these key beliefs:
*All people are lovable beings of infinite worth, imbued with powers of soul. We are obligated to use our
gifts, talents, and potentials in the service of life.
*We carry our Unitarian Universalist religious heritage and are a part of a community of faith that has value
and provides resources for living.
*We honor our responsibility for the care and creative transformation of our religious heritage and
community of faith.
*We are moral agents who can make a difference in the lives of other people: Challenging structures of
social and political oppression, promoting the health and well-being of the planet, acting in the service of
diversity, justice, and compassion.
*We recognize the need for community and affirm the importance of families, relationships, and
connections between and among the generations.
*We appreciate the value of spiritual practice as a means of deepening faith and integrating beliefs and
values with everyday life.
*Joy and Sadness are all apart of our lives: hope, mystery, joy, healing, and personal transformation come
together with life's challenges.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Please order organic fair trade coffee from the High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

Director of Religious Education
Didi (Lynn Doggette)
Tel #: (803) 546-1290; email: DRE@uucolumbia.org
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2010 Anti-racism Conference: Building the World We
Want: Race, Place and Community

February 5-7, 2010 ♦ First UU Church of Richmond, VA

♦ On Sunday morning, do you see the multicultural congregation
you’ve imagined?

♦ Do you wonder why we don't attract a more diverse
membership?

♦ Does your congregation feel out of sync with its community?

Attend this conference to acquire practical ways to answer these
questions with actions…

Professor John A. Powell, J.D., Executive Director of the Kirwan
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity and Williams Chair in
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Moritz College of Law, will present a
provocative keynote address on the impact of race on where we
live, work, and worship.

**UPDATED**Anti-racism Conference Information and Registration

tUnitarian Universalist Minister Nominated for Grammy Award

January 3, 2010

Rev. Dan Schatz, the minister of the BuxMont Unitarian Universalist (UU) Fellowship
in Warrington, PA, has been nominated for a Grammy award for 2009.

Schatz, along with his two co-producers, has been nominated for Best Traditional
Folk Album for the two-CD set “Singing Through the Hard Times—A Tribute to Utah
Phillips.” The CD features performances by folk and contemporary music legend
(and Unitarian Universalist) Pete Seeger, as well as Ani DiFranco, Tom Paxton,
Emmylou Harris, Rosalie Sorrels, and Gordon Bok. The album celebrates the music
of Utah Phillips, an iconic folk singer and storyteller—also a UU—who died in May
2008.

The 2010 Grammy Awards will be held on January 31 at the Staples Center in Los
Angeles. Schatz plans to attend, along with his wife, Geeta Shivde, and his co-
producers, Jacqui and Kendall Morse.

Read Michelle Bates Deakin's feature on Schatz's Grammy Nomination in
UUWorld.org.
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Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The e-mail deadline for the next Unigram is
9:00 pm, Jan. 17, 2010.
Please submit articles and announcements for the
next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy must be received
in the office by 11:15 pm the same day.

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director of Religious Ed. Lynn "Didi" Doggette dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Joe Long president@uucolumbia.org
Co-Presidents-Elect Don & Pat Mohr president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Jim DuPlessis treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Dean Smith secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Marcia Fletcher, Andrea Pixley, Larry Siegel
Past President Mike Paget pastpresident@uucolumbia.org

Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm

January 2010
Sun. 10 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
Sun. 17 9:30 AM Forum

11:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

January 2010 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Green Committee 3rd Monday 7:00 pm Classroom 5
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thurs., Feb., April,

June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
7:00 pm Classroom

September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom # 6
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Classroom # 5
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 6:00 – 9 pm Social Hall
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The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

THE SIX SOURCES OF FAITH FOR UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS

• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;

• Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;

• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;

• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors
as ourselves;

• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

• Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and
instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
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