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 Sunday Schedule
Forum:      9:30 am in the Library

Worship:  11:00 am -12:15 pm followed by a Coffee

                 Hour in the Social Hall
Nursery:   Available during service for infants

                 through age 2
Children:  11:00 AM -12:15 PM Religious Ed. classes

                 for children ages 3 through 12th grade
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Jan 25 , 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: How Should the Bail-Out be
Done?
11:00 am Sermon Topic:  “Life Lessons” by Rev. Dr.
Neal R. Jones

Feb. 1 , 2009
9:30 am Forum Topic: Sustainability
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “IN REMEMBRANCE”
Join us for our annual remembrance of some of those
whose lives touched our own. We will remember
George Carlin, Time Russert, Ric Masten, Zelma
Henderson, W. Mark Felt, Margaret Truman, Daniel,
and others who remind us that we are all part of the
interconnected web. Don Mohr will lead the service
and will be assisted by Peter Kandis, Barry Ahrendt,
Pat Mohr, and Linda Steffey.

West African drummer Amara Camara and his group,
Woyate -- Toni Jones, Kimberly Field, Frankie Stephens,
and Michael Canty.

Our first worship service back in the sanctuary,
Sunday, January 18.

President Mike Paget presents a collage of chairs made
by Regina Moody.  The cut-out chairs were made by the
children of the Fellowship to measure the progress of our
chair-raising drive.

Our Sanctuary Floor

Our proud UU Fellowship knew-a

That not any color would do-a

We looked all around

‘Til finally we found

The perfect one -- it was Kahlua

                            Barry Ahrendt
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 Ministerial Musings

   “Everyone Welcome” – Even Now

All of us remember the horrible shooting that occurred this past summer at the Tennessee Valley UU in
Knoxville.  Chris Buice, the minister, has written his reflections on the incident for the latest issue of Newsweek.  I
share it with you on this Martin Luther King Day (at the time of my writing) because it beautifully expresses King’s
conviction that “hate cannot drive out hate.  Only love can do that.”  Here is Buice’s column:

"Shall we meet hate with hate?" that has been a recurring question throughout history and, recently, a
personal one for me. On a Sunday morning last July, a man walked into the sanctuary of my church, took a shotgun
out of a guitar case and opened fire on a room of unarmed men, women and children. Two precious people, Greg
McKendry and Linda Kraeger, lost their lives. Six others were injured. Our entire community was traumatized.

According to a manifesto in his handwriting, the alleged assailant reportedly wrote of his hatred for liberals,
whom he believed were soft on terror. He was in for a surprise. Members of our congregation rushed forward and
tackled the shooter. Others acted instantly to guide children to safety, call police and emergency assistance, care for
the wounded and counsel those in grief and shock.

 This misguided man may have picked our congregation because we call ourselves a liberal church. In our
church, the word "liberal" is meant to describe whom we include, not whom we exclude. The children in our
congregation say these words in chapel services: "Ours is the church of the loving heart, open mind and helping
hands." Our understanding of liberalism speaks to a generosity of spirit that transcends partisan politics. Sadly,
though, the word "liberal" has become demonized. The man accused of the shootings owned books by popular
media personalities who vilify liberals as evil, unpatriotic, godless and treasonous. I think our country needs to
reclaim the word from those who defame it. Far from being evil, we liberals aspire to overcome evil with good. If you
walk into a liberal church and open fire on its members, we will still defend your right to due process, access to an
attorney and a fair trial.

The trial for the man accused of attacking our church is set for March 16. A reporter asked me what results I
would like to see from our day in court. "Justice," I said. The follow-up question was predictable: "What does justice
look like?" "A community," I replied, "where our children are safe." After the incident, everyone in our town felt as if
the children of our church were their children. For weeks, people would stop me to ask, "How are the children
doing?" Fortunately, none of them was injured in body. We continue to work on healing the spirit, and healing has its
own timetable. A miracle story in the Bible is that of Jesus walking on the water. A miracle in my time has been
witnessing the young and the old, the wounded and the whole, walking into our sanctuary without bitterness or
resentment.

Of course, the question keeps coming back: "Shall we return hatred for hatred?" Anyone who has endured a
brutal act of violence will know the temptation. Our congregation's experience, however, offers a cautionary tale. The
man who brought violence to our church hated liberals. But in his desire to defeat terrorism he became a terrorist
himself.

I have tried to use the power of the pulpit to advocate for a better way. I have told my congregation, "The
man who attacked our church is in prison, but we do not have to remain prisoners of our own anger. Without denying
the reality of our feelings in the present, we can be open to the possibility that one day we will be able to lay down
our burden and say, in the words of the old African-American spiritual, 'We are free at last'."

Since that terrible day, people have flooded our church with immeasurable amounts of love. Postcards,
letters, banners and artwork have come to us from across the nation and from many other countries. Our little town
on the banks of the Tennessee River was once the site for the 1982 World's Fair, and it remains surprisingly diverse
today. On the night after the violence there was a gathering in the Presbyterian church next door, where we were
hugged and held by our neighbors of all faiths and convictions—Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists,
Hindus, rationalists and more. For years, there has been a sign at the entrance of our church that reads EVERYONE
WELCOME, and we do mean everyone. All God's children. The sign is still there.

Members of my congregation have been hurt. But we have also been healed by the feeling that there is a
love greater than our theological differences, a compassion that is not limited by the boundaries of any creed. I firmly
believe, now more than ever, that love is stronger than death. Love is more powerful than hate.

                                                      Neal
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 Community Chalice

We extend our appreciation to…

Pat Davy, who has agreed to serve as our Finance
Committee Chair; Michelle Andra, who has agreed to be
our Membership Committee Chair; and Barry Ahrendt,
who has accepted the Board’s invitation to complete an
unexpired term.  We are grateful for the commitment of
David Crockett, who is “retiring” as Finance Chair; Eve
Ross, who is retiring as Membership Chair; and Don
Dodson, who is ending his service on the Board.

Amelia Linder, who has donated two sofas to our RE
wing, and to Carita Barr, who donated the Oriental rug in
our sanctuary.

Regina Moody, for framing our congregational “family
photo” taken in 2006 and the cutout chairs made by our
children to mark our progress in our chair-raising
campaign.  Both works of art will be displayed in our
Fellowship.

Gin Beery, who fashioned the purple paraments on either
side of the pulpit.

To all those who helped prepare our sanctuary on
Saturday’s workday: Barry Ahrendt, Russ Devell,
Caroline Eastman, Ann Eckert, Beth Johnson, Dylan
Johnson, Ethan Johnson, Rosemary Johnson, Jeff
Kruse, Larry LeFebvre, Morgan Machlachlan, Mary
Etta McCarthy, Don Mohr, Pat Mohr, Regina Moody,
Kathy Paget, Don Pearce, Janet Swigler, Judy and
Tom Turnipseed.

We extend our concern and support to…

Pat Davy, whose sister Betty Lee died on December 22.

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

September Set
Don't forget to mark your calendar for 6:00 pm the 23rd
for September Set's monthly potluck supper.  Call 791-
7532 if you have questions.

Imbolc
Imbolc is traditionally celebrated on February 2nd.  The
name Imbolc is derived from the Gaelic word “oimelc”,
meaning “ewes milk”.  It is the center point of the dark
half of the year.  This is the celebration of the Maiden
aspect of the Goddess.  Specifically, the Goddess
Brighid (pronounced ‘breed’).  Brighid’s Crosses are
made of wheat and exchanged as symbols of
protection and prosperity for the coming year. A broom
is placed by the front door to symbolize sweeping out
the old and welcoming the new.  Candles are lit and
placed in each room to honor the re-birth of the Sun.
Please join CUUPs for an Imbolc Ritual on Sat., Jan.
31 at 7:00 at the UUFC.

 Every Week for Harvest Hope Food Bank   
When you buy your groceries leave some in the car so
you'll have them to bring each Sunday and help fill the
basket on the stage in the Social Hall. Volunteers
deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Visitor Orientation
 If you are new to UUFC, you are invited to the
Visitor Orientation on Sun., Jan. 25, ten minutes after
the service ends, in Classroom #6. The Visitor
Orientation includes a 10-minute DVD on Unitarian
Universalism, an opportunity to meet the other new
people, and a short introduction to the activities of this
fellowship. A light lunch will be served.
  If you have already been oriented and would
like to become a member of the Fellowship, please
contact Michelle Andra, Membership Chair, 750-4866,
m_andra@hotmail.com.

Women’s Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will meet Tues., Feb. 10, at
7:00 PM in the UUFC RE wing to discuss Water for
Elephants by Sara Gruen.  Anyone with questions may
contact Sandy Chubon at 776-0784.

Partner Church
The Partner Church Committee is asking the
congregation to participate in collecting Easter cards to
be signed by the congregation and mailed to the
church in Beszterce, Romania. Anyone having extra
Easter cards please, bring them. There will be a basket
in the Social Hall to collect the cards. For three weeks
we will ask you to sign them. They will be mailed the
middle of Feb. Donations for postage would be
appreciated. Questions call Carita Barr, 782-0053.

Congregational Meeting February 8

Immediately following the service on Sunday February
8th we will have a congregational meeting to vote on
three recommended changes to the bylaws. The full
text of these changes will be posted in the social hall
on the bulletin board no later than Friday January 23rd.
The full text will also be posted on the website.

1. It is proposed that the Ministerial Relations
Committee be changed to the Shared Ministry
Committee.
2. It is proposed that the Nominations Committee be
changed to the Leadership Development Committee.
3. It is proposed to reduce the number of at-large
Trustees of the Board from five to four.

There are also some grammatical errors that will be
corrected.
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Religious Education

Sunday, Jan. 18th: Thank You for Your Stories;
Honoring Justice, Equity & Compassion
Bethany (Chair of RE) invited anyone from our congregation
to visit the RE classrooms to tell stories of their experiences
growing up in the time of segregation. Mike Kelly, Regina
Moody, Don Mohr, Tom Turnipseed, David Long and Didi
Doggette came forward to tell stories. It was very moving and
significant for the children/youths. Bethany gave a brief and
significant presentation on Rosa Parks and presented this
poem to the whole group of kids before we divided into
classes:

"Rosa sat so
Martin could walk so
Obama could run so

We can fly"

Greatness Unfolds.....What Happened??
Barbie Seymour, Cheryl Soehl, Julia Frazer-Madge, Maurisa
Brown-Latham, Sarah Pregnall, Bethany Storlazzi, and Didi
Doggette met Saturday afternoon to complete the RE
Curriculum program for February thru May. We had a great
time and came up with some good stuff!! Teamwork with a
benevolent and determined intention creates something
worthwhile!! We are a small team and know that our children
are important and deserve to have fun and interesting
Sunday classes. We have a user-friendly, fun, and interesting
curriculum and WE NEED HELP FROM OUR WONDERFUL
CONGREGATION. You don't have to teach. We just need a
few more helping hands. Children are our future
congregation, PLEASE GIVE A HELPING HAND.... an hour
or 2 of your time monthly will make us jump for joy. PLEASE
SEE DIDI or BETHANY to find out HOW YOU CAN HELP.

Register Now!!!        Register Now!!!
Mountain Conference Spring 2009 Schedule (Parents, these
conferences are wonderful for your children. More
information available in the RE Wing)
February 6th-8th............... Junior High
February 20th-22nd...........Elementary
March 6th-8th....................Senior High

Book Sale Feb. 7/8th in the SOCIAL HALL
Thank you for your continued donation of books. The book
sale helps to support the travel of children going to The UU
Mountain and other important programs for the children and
youths. Come buy some books, cakes, and goodies.

Important Announcement...
Please order shade grown organic free trade coffee from the
High School class. These funds help support important
activities for the kids. Call Barbie Seymour, 447-0862

Thanks, Didi

Didi (Lynn Doggette) Tel #: 546-1290 dre@uucolumbia.org

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

 Fund Raising Action Team Announcement
Chocolate anyone?  It is once again time to

kick off our Spring Fling fundraisers with our annual
Chocolate Auction. It will be held on Sunday,
February 8th and Sunday, February 15th. If you are
willing to provide a chocolate donation for the auction,
sign up at the Spring Fling table in the Social Hall or
e-mail Kimberly Field at kdf319@yahoo.com

In addition to the February Chocolate Auction,
we already have a Talent Show and a Nature
Photography Field Trip scheduled for March while
Game Day is planned for April. However, that’s just
the beginning. You too can host a Spring Fling Event.
Just pick up a Fling registration form at
http://www.uucolumbia.org-
a.googlepages.com/FratEventRegistration.pdf or at
the fundraising table and return the completed form
All events should be registered by February 1. The
proceeds from our Spring Flings go to support our
growing Fellowship.

If you have questions, suggestions, or ideas
for future Flings, please send an e-mail to
fundraising@uucolumbia.org, or call Mike Allen at
803-338-5126 or Kimberly Field at 803-749-5623.

Walk / Hike Group
Sat. Jan 31 for a hike in the Harbison State Forest
which is located on Broad River Road, north of I-20.
Let's meet at 10:00 at the entrance by the payment
kiosk or those who want to car pool can meet at 9:00
at UUFC.  Bring lunch and water.  There are
bathroom facilities and picnic tables although you
might want to bring your lunch in a knapsack to
munch on while on the trail.  I believe that cell phones
do work there and Joe's is 351-2543.  As usual if its
just misty we'll go but if it's raining cats and dogs we
probably won't.  Ann Johnson

Let’s Have A Super Bowl Party.
Thanks to Don and Carol Dodson, we now have a big
screen television in the Social Hall. Let’s break it in
properly with a big Super Bowl watch party on
February 1! If at least 10 people sign up, Don Mohr
will make a pot of vegan chili and some corn bread.
You bring your own dessert, snacks, and beverage of
choice.  The game starts at 6:00 PM, so we’ll start
gathering about 5:30. If you’d like to join us, RSVP to
the UUFC office or Don Mohr. You can call Don at
782-9468 or e-mail (preferred) at
dmohr@mindspring.com. And, by the way, somebody
asked if they could come to the party even if they
don’t watch the ball game. Sure!
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 January 2009

Sun.  Dec. 28   9:30 AM Forum
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sun. Jan. 4  9:30 AM Forum
                  11:00 AM Worship Service
                   9:00 PM Unigram Deadline

January 2009 ONGOING MEETINGS & Rentals

Meeting Date Time Location

Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
RE Committee 2nd Sunday 12:30 pm Classroom with couches
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm Classroom  # 6
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
UU Crafter's Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
Didi's Yoga &
Meditation Class

Every Monday 7:00 pm Yoga
8:00 pm Meditation

Classroom with piano

Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Held at individual homes
Committee Night 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Starts with dinner in the

Social Hall
Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
UU Humanist Group 4th Wednesday 7:00 pm Library
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday, Oct. 7:00 pm Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Walk/Hike Group Last Saturday Morning's Different locations
Rentals
Americans United 1st Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
Tai Chi Every Tuesday  &

Thursday
Tues 6:00 pm
Thurs. 5:30 pm

Social Hall

Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall

  

                                               CCOOFFFFEEEEHHOOUUSSEE

Saturday January 24th Andy Friedman and the
Other Failures    www.andyfriedman.net

 After such a successful show in September, Andy
Friedman and the Other Failures asked to return to the UU
Coffeehouse for a national release of their new CD, Weary
Things. The UU is the national venue they preferred!
 The New Yorker magazine comments, "Andy
Friedman sings country songs about highways, love, and
booze with a growl that is unexpectedly tender.”
 

Friday, January 30th Small Potatoes
www.smallpotatoesmusic.com

 The Chicago based folk duo of Jacquie Manning and
Rich Prezioso bring superb musicianship, showmanship, and
award-winning songwriting. Dirty Linen Magazine said, “One
of the most polished, inventive, and entertaining shows on
the circuit.”
 
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college
students with a reservation request left at 1-888-849-4224
extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you
need, and pay at the door. Without reservations, tickets at the
door are $12 and $7. Children through 8th grade are free with
a paying adult.
Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.

Anti-Racism Conference
February 20 - 22, 2009

UU Fellowship of Raleigh

I know you all have very busy lives and traveling to
Raleigh in February might not be in your plans. But I
would like to personally request that you come to
Raleigh and share in this important weekend. This
conference isn't about blame or guilt.  It is about
seeing our society in an entirely new and different
way - a way that will help us build bridges and tear
down the walls that separate races and cultures in
our congregations and in our communities. I promise
that you will leave this weekend encouraged,
inspired, and ready to make a difference. Please do
what you can to be with us. You won't be
disappointed. The registration fee is $55 for each
adult until 2/10/09; $65 thereafter. Fee for Youth (13 -
18) is $25. Children are free.
Information about the conference and online
registration is on the website of the district:
http://tjd.uua.org/
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

 

Staff
Minister                    Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor                  Gin Beery
Director of Religious Ed.                     Lynn "Didi" Doggette
Custodian                         John Squire
Board of Trustees
President Mike Paget
President-Elect Joe Long
Co-Treasurer Glenn White & Ann Cargill
Secretary Dean Smith
Members at Large        Mike Allen, Barry Ahrendt, Andrea Pixley,
                                     Larry Siegel, James E. Wilson
Past President             Peter Kandis

How to Reach Us  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Dir. Religious Ed. Hours: Tues, Wed. 10:30 am – 3:00 pm
Ministers Hours: Tues - Fri 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Neal Jones, Minister -         minister@uucolumbia.org
Didi Doggette, Director of Religious Education -     
                                              dre@uucolumbia.org
Gin Beery, Administrator - uufc@uucolumbia.org
FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com            <- NEW
Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

The Mission of our Fellowship is:

� To nurture and respect each other

in our spiritual growth and

pursuit of meaning,

� To create a welcoming and

engaging environment through

which we work for positive

change in our community and

     the world.

    +++++++++++++++++++++++

Unigram Deadline

The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 9:00 pm, Feb. 3, 2009.

Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue

to uufc@uucolumbia.org
Typed or neatly handwritten copy
 must be received in the office by

            11:15 pm the same day.
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