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Sunday Schedule
Forum: 9:30 am in the Library
Worship: 11:00 am -12:15 pm
followed by a Coffee Hour in the
Social Hall
Nursery: Available during service
for infants through age 2
Religious Education:
11:00 AM -12:15 PM. classes for
children ages 3 through 12th grade

Jan. 16, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Should Unjust
Laws Be Changed?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: “In
Remembrance…”
This is our annual remembrance

service. Join us as we remember Robert
Byrd, Walt Dropo, Howard Zinn, Harry
Koutoukas, Benjamin Hooks, Meinhardt
Raabe, and many others whose lives
have touched our own. Don Mohr is the
Service Coordinator, joined by Carol
Dodson, Tom Turnipseed, and Pat Mohr

Jan. 23, 2011
9:30 am Forum Topic: Nukes,
Zombies and the End—Why?
11:00 am Sermon Topic: "Service Is
Our Prayer" by Rev. Dr. Neal Jones
Committee Fair in the social hall will
follow the service
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Ministerial Musings

The Ties That Bind

Like many of you, I have been dispirited by the election
results, the violence in Arizona, and the vitriolic language that
passes for political discourse these days and that I strongly
suspect contributed to both the election results and the violence
in Arizona. But my spirits were lifted this past Saturday at the
Ties That Bind conference, a gathering of like-minded
progressives who believe that our state budget is a moral
document which reflects our values and priorities as a people.

Our state legislature is facing a $830 million budget
shortfall. Our legislators like to place all the blame on the Great
Recession, but that's not the whole truth. They have made our
state more vulnerable than most to the effects of the recession
with their irresponsible anti-government ideology, tax cuts, and
hodge-podge tax system. During the last three years, they
have cut nearly $2 billion in services and now they are
proposing another billion dollars in cuts ... in K-12 education,
colleges and universities, healthcare, social and protective
services, law enforcement, and infrastructure. But they are
absolutely opposed to raising taxes, even on cigarettes, luxury
items, and on incomes of those who have benefited the most.

When our state government inflicts further harm on the
most vulnerable in order to protect the most privileged, it is
acting immorally. I am mindful of what Hubert Humphrey said:
"The moral test of government is how that government treats
those who are in the dawn of life, the children; those who are in
the twilight of life, the elderly; and those who are in the
shadows of life, the sick, the needy and the handicapped." The
government of South Carolina is failing this test.

I was honored to have been invited to deliver the
invocation at the conference. It was a diverse gathering,
including people from many different religions and from no
religion. But everyone there was a person of faith. Otherwise,
we would not have been there. All of us had faith that we can
do better than we have and can be better than we are. With
that faith, I gave the invocation:

Cont’d on Page 2:
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Cont’d from Page 1

Spirit of Life, we invoke your presence at this unusual gathering today. It's unusual because
it’s a gathering of people who care … about the future of our children, about the dignity and well-being
of those without status or clout, about the social contract that binds our lives and destiny together in
one cloth, whose fabric has been shredded by those who do not care. May we give the good
intentions of our hearts the hands and feet of committed action.

We invoke the Spirit of Truth. May we dare to tell it like it is. Let us not make war and call it
peace. Let us not create special privilege and call it the natural order of things. Let us not commit
intolerance and bigotry and call it religion. Let us not pollute this good earth and call it progress. Help
us to be who we say we are.

We call upon the Spirit of Peace, knowing that peace without justice is merely an unjust status
quo. Let us care enough about the peace of heaven to raise hell here on earth when things are not as
they should be. Let us seek lasting peace that comes when we live in right relations with each other
and with our noblest values.

Finally, we call upon the Spirit of Hope, that the light of hope may penetrate the darkness of
cynicism and resignation. Let us live by hope that people and society can change and that tomorrow
doesn't have to be like yesterday. Let us live by hope that truth will triumph over denial and integrity
will prevail over cowardice. Let us live by hope that love will conquer indifference and that new life will
arise from the ashes of despair.

More than this, may we dare to be the light of life and truth, of peace and hope, and may our
radiance light our world, even South Carolina. Amen.

Neal

PS. If you would like to send our legislators the message that our budget is a moral document that
should meet the needs of all the people, please join me in signing the petition in the social hall.

************************************************************************

Community Chalice

Brave souls that made it to the UU despite
the snow. Dan Thompson, Chrissie Faupel,
Donald Griggs, Ann Cargill, Glenn White,
and Maryann Singer.
Services were cancelled on Dec. 26, 2010
because of the snow.

We extend our support and concern to...

Kathy Paget, whose younger brother, Dr. Kevin W. Deeney, 51, of Watertown, New York, died
unexpectedly on December 19. Kathy learned of his death while leaving the worship service on the 19th.

Will and Ann Elizabeth Lamb, who are awaiting test results that will reveal if Will's melanoma has spread
beyond the tumors in his brain and possible treatment options. Will is our new custodian and Mary Etta
McCarthy's son-in-law.
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We extend our congratulations to…

Claire Shawhan has been re-hired by Webster University as a Director of the campus at Moody Air Force
Base in Valdosta, GA. She will still be in Columbia on some weekends to visit John. John will be taking
over the UU Outdoor Group, but hopefully Claire will be able to participate in some of the activities.

Gin Beery, on the birth of her fourth grandchild on Fri., Jan 7, Alexander Grey Bledsoe was
9 Lbs. 7 oz. and 22 long.

"If you have any joys or concerns you'd like to share with the Fellowship, please forward them to
uucc@uucolumbia.org "

*********************************************************************************

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG EEVVEENNTTSS AANNDD MMEEEETTIINNGGSS

Cleaning Up after Ourselves
Anticipating John Squire's retirement, we have hired a cleaning service to clean the entire building
each Monday and a new custodian, Will Lamb, to clean up for us on special occasions. While Will is out
with medical issues, we will hire John on occasion, but mainly we are relying on volunteers to do things like
set up the tables and chairs, take out the trash, wash dishes, and unload the dish washer. When your
group uses the social hall and kitchen, please make arrangements to clean up after yourself. By pulling
together, we can adjust to this temporary inconvenience.

Take a Peek at Our Updated Nursery
The UUCC nursery recently underwent a minor facelift, with new flooring,
a new coat of paint and miscellaneous repairs and updates. Special thanks
to all those who volunteered on the nursery project, including Ivey Kaiser;
Brian and Andrea Dudick, Sonya, Eloisa and Ana Baez Jones; Kevin Eason;
and Chris and Sarah Pregnall. We're still in need of a few items to complete
the nursery project. If you’re interested in making a gift to the nursery, please
contact Lisa Eason at dre@uucolumbia.org

Nursery Wish List:
New foam floor tiles for the kids to play and safely fall on
Small wall-mounted coat rack for jackets and diaper bags
Alternative, softer lighting for back half of the room (such as wall sconces)
Wall decals

Religion and Science
Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 13 at 7:00 pm. We're going to discuss Carl Sagan's book,
The Demon Haunted World and no doubt other things as well. That book was first printed in 1996, so it
isn't the latest development on the controversy between the religious way of looking at things and the
scientific way. Sagan is fearless. He looks at all the possible arguments and doesn't leave out anything
just because somebody might not like it.

First Sunday Pancake Breakfast
The youth will be cooking pancakes for you every 2nd Sunday before the service,
from 9:30-10:30. $5 for all the pancakes you can eat, or $1 Kid’s Plate (1 pancake
and OJ). Coffee and juice are available for 50 cents. Please join us on Feb 13 for
the next one. All proceeds will be used to help fund the youth to attend General
Assembly in Charlotte next summer.
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January 23rd Committee Fair!
Have you ever wondered what all of our committees do? Have you ever wondered how so many things get
done at the UUCC, where all that creative and talented energy comes from? After the service on January
23rd most of our committees will be at tables in the social hall to answer questions and give you the
highlights of what they do for our community. You will come away with a lot of appreciation for the work of
our committees, and you may discover some places where you want to get involved. Plan to move around,
sample the “wares”, thank our committees, and enjoy learning more about the UUCC.

Adult Religious Education
Save the dates for our spring adult education series. We will begin on Monday, February 21 and run for
five consecutive Mondays. We will begin at 6:00 with a communal pot luck meal and then move on to
classes. Please visit the Adult Education Table at the Committee Fair on January 23rd to learn more.
Peter Kandis and Ann Johnson

Harvest Hope Food Bank
With rising gas and food prices families are facing even more difficulties
stretching their food dollars. Your donations of canned goods and other non-
perishables can help fill our food basket to overflowing. If everyone would bring
just one can, we really CAN make a difference!
Volunteers deliver all donations to the Food Bank every Monday.

Shared Ministry Committee
The Shared Ministry Committee (SMC) is here to help. The SMC periodically advises the Board of
Trustees on the overall health of the congregation and serves as ombudsman for the congregation. The
members of the SMC are David Crockett (chair), Rev. Neal Jones, Jessica Kross, and Eve Ross.
Contact David Crockett, or any member of the SMC for more information. SharedMin@uucolumbia.org

Women’s Book Group
(NOTE: date change due to snow/ice)The Women’s Book Group will meet
Tues., Jan. 18, 2011, at 7:00 PM in Room 5.
We will discuss The Man Who Loved Books Too Much by Allison Hoover Bartlett.
Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon, 776-0784. sjchubon@sc.rr.com

There'll be a Hot Time at the UUCC on Jan. 29th!
Mark your calendar - the Canvass Committee will be throwing a Gala Congregational Appreciation Party
on Saturday, Jan. 29th, from 7-10 p.m. There will be food, drink, music, and contra dancing. Don't worry
if you haven't even heard of contra dancing - it's lots of fun, easy to do, and we will have a professional
caller to walk and dance us through the steps. Come out for a fun-filled evening and help celebrate our
wonderful community. Please let us know as soon as possible if you will need childcare - children are
welcome to join us, but there will also be separate activities for them in the RE wing. Questions? Contact
Alison Thirkield at 318-4855 or pinkhouse25@yahoo.com.

Financial Report as of December 31:
Expected Pledges $92,500.02
Actual Pledges Received $92,401.68
Amount under budget $98.34

UUAM (UU Animal Ministry)
UUAM is collecting pet food for the pets of needy senior recipients of Meals on
Wheels. All natural pet food is preferred, but all contributions are gratefully
appreciated. Please put donations in the blue bin on the stage in the Social Hall.
The UUAM Group suggests that if you are going to donate to a local
animal cause, donate to the Humane Society because of their legislative thrust
in the protection of wild and domestic animals to end such acts as bear baiting.
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September Set
Welcome the new year at our monthly potluck supper Friday the 28th at 6:00 pm in the Social
Hall......Happy New Year, Jan Fulcher

Celebrating Another Successful Guest at Your Table program!
Dear Friends,
Congratulations! This year UUCC raised $900 through the Guest at Your Table program. Plus, gifts of
$100 or more are eligible to be matched dollar for dollar, thanks to the generosity of the UU Congregation
at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y.
How UUSC invests your Guest at Your Table Donation: http://www.uusc.org/guest/donations

Outdoor Group
The Outdoor Group will walk the riverwalk in West Columbia on Saturday,
January 15th, at 10am. We will meet at the dirt parking lot across the street
from the amphitheater and the New Orleans restaurant, which is just over the
Gervais street bridge. For those interested, we can go to lunch after the walk.
Claire's cell number is 351-4550.

Fair Trade Organic Coffee
Support the Senior High Youth Group's year-round fundraiser by ordering fair trade, organic coffee. A
variety of teas and chocolate treats are also available. Orders are placed every Monday. Funds will be
used to offset the costs of our June 2011 UU Heritage Trip to Boston. If you don't see a table set up for
taking orders on Sunday, just call Barbie Seymour at 447-0862 anytime before 9:00 a.m. on Monday
mornings.

UU Coffeehouse Saturday January 22, 2011
Rick Prezioso
Small Potatoes, www.smallpotatoesmusic.com
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for high school and college students with a reservation request left at 1-
888-849-4224 extension 4. Leave your name and the number of tickets you need, and pay at the door.
Without reservations, tickets at the door are $12 and $7. Children up through 8th grade are free with a
paying adult. Doors open at 7:30 and the music begins at 8:00.
For more information, visit our website at uucoffeehouse.org

Play Readers Group
Plays are in style -murders, romantic comedy- you name it. We shall have our next playreading on
Wednesday 19 January at 7.00 pip emma at the fellowship. Take your pick of violence or tender love
scenes-they are all part of the play. All are welcome-and you are guaranteed a part-or not, if you prefer.
We have a wide variety of plays, and are also open to suggestions. Ron Edge 777-7104.

"An Examination of Leaves"
We are fortunate to have many accomplished artists in our congregation. Regina
Moody sold 7 of 11 paintings at our first art exhibit. The next exhibit is fiber art
(quilts) by JoAnn Amidon. Opening Dec 11th and running through January. She
says her ideas come from anywhere and she incorporates natural materials, beads,
yarns, decorative threads, paints....whatever it will take to make the process work.
JoAnn's wall hangings have been exhibited in museums and juried shows and are
in private collections in England, Taiwan, and the US. For more information on how
you can exhibit your art, click on "art exhibits" on our website www.uucolumbia.org
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UU Christian Fellowship
The UU Christian Fellowship will meet January 16 if requested. Anyone who wishes the UUCF to meet
should call Ed Lafreniere at 803-622-0761

Dances of Universal Peace
The Dances of Universal Peace are meditative, spiritual practices using mantras and sacred dances of the
world religions to promote peace. They combine sacred phrases with simple movements and singing, all of
which are easily taught in a few minutes, to all levels of participants, by the Dance Leader. The DUP
emphasis is on participation regardless of ability, and dances are almost never performed before an
audience. Each dance is taught afresh at every gathering so newcomers can comfortably begin attending
at any time and feel at ease. Dancers are encouraged to explore a deeper Spiritual awareness and union
within each dance. Dances are held on the first Saturday of each month at 7 pm.

Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to interesting destinations where you can stay in the
homes of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to provide directions and advice for their area?

The UU bed and breakfast directory, UU’re Home, can fulfill your dream. For
thirty years, we’ve provided a network of hosts in the United States (and a few abroad)
who enjoy meeting new friends and who are happy to open their home to like-minded
people.

You can also become a host and be listed in the directory. Contact us at
info@uurehome.com, and we will gladly send you information about listing your
accommodations.

Host listings on the UU’re Home website at www.UUreHome.com are updated whenever changes are
made or new hosts are added. The last paper edition will be published in April 2011, since most members now
use the website exclusively, at a cost of only $10 for a year’s access to the current listings. For a copy of the
2011 paper directory plus a year’s access to the website listings, please click on “become a member” to pay by
credit card or send a check for $25 and your e-mail address to UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC
28806.
Vance and Jean Reese, publishers
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Religious Education

Sunday, Jan. 16: RE Committee Meeting, 12:30 p.m., YRUU Room
Sunday, Jan. 23: RE Committee Participating in Committee Fair,
12:15 pm, Social Hall

Registration Deadline for CONs Fast Approaching
Children and youth interested in attending a 2011 Winter CON at The Mountain can pick up registration
materials from the DRE's office. If you're interested in serving as an advisor at one of the CONs, please
see or email Lisa Eason (dre@uucolumbia.org). Cost is $110 per youth and $25 per advisor.

February 4-6 Junior High, 6th-8th grades, (Registration deadline Jan. 17)
February 18-20 Elementary, 3rd-5th grades (Registration deadline Jan. 24)
March 4-6 Senior High, 9th-12th grades (Registration deadline Jan. 24)

FUUNKonmunnity at UU Charlotte
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Charlotte will host its annual CON for Senior High (grades 9-12)

students Feb. 4-6. This will be a great opportunity for our youth to interact with teens from other
congregations, including UUC Charlotte, ahead of the 2011 General Assembly in Charlotte. More
information on the Charlotte CON is available at UU Charlotte’s website: www.uuccharlotte.org. Youths
interested in attending or adults willing to serve as advisors, please contact Lisa Eason at
dre@uucolumbia.org. Registration deadline is Jan. 24.

Calling All Youth and Child Musicians
UUCC is fortunate to include many musically talented youth, and we’d like to showcase these talents
during our prelude once a month. Please email dre@uucolumbia.org if your child is interested in playing a
solo or duet to start the service.

Take a Turn at Chalice Lighting
All children and youth are invited to serve as chalice lighter during a Sunday service. Please see the sign-
up sheet on the RE table in the fellowship hall or contact Lisa Eason at dre@uucolumbia.org.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES…

Childcare Volunteers Needed for Gala Congregational Appreciation Party
A Congregational Appreciation Party Saturday, Jan. 29 will kick off the annual canvassing campaign.
Childcare will be provided in the RE wing during the party, both in the nursery for children ages birth-3
years and in the YRUU room for older children. We need six volunteers so supervise the older children and
youth, with each volunteer working a one-hour shift (7-8, 8-9 and 9-10 p.m.). Please email
dre@uucolumbia.org for more information or to sign up for a shift.

Leader Needed for April Children's Chapel
We need someone to plan and lead the April 3 Earth Day/Council of All Beings Children's Chapel. If
interested, please contact dre@uucolumbia.org.



8

Unigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram DeadlineUnigram Deadline
The deadline is Sun., Jan. 23, 2011 for the next issue which will be published on Wed., Jan. 26, 2011.
Please submit articles and announcements for the next issue to uucc@uucolumbia.org

Staff
Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones minister@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Gin Beery uucc@uucolumbia.org
Director Religious Education Lisa Casey dre@uucolumbia.org
Youth Coordinator Morgan Gauthreaux youth@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ann Cargill bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian John Squire
Board of Trustees
Co-President Don & Pat Mohr president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect Barry Ahrendt president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary Mike Sullivan secretary@uucolumbia.org
Members at Large Ivy Coleman, Elizabeth Harris, Marcia Fletcher,

Walter Patterson, and Andrea Pixley
Past President Joe Long pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Phone: Office (803) 799-0845 FAX: (815) 550-4740
UUFC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com Web Page: www.uucolumbia.org
Office Hours: Tues. – Fri. 11:30 am – 4:30 pm Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

January 2011 ONGOING MEETINGS & RENTALS

Meeting Date Time Location
Akido Class Mon., Tues., & Thur. 6am

Wed. 6 pm
6:00 am Social Hall

Board Meeting 2nd Wednesday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Bon Voyage Every Wednesday 8:00 pm Sanctuary
Choir Every other Sunday 9:30 am Sanctuary
Committee Night (starts with dinner) 1st Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner in the Social Hall
CUUP's, Gaia's Rising Every Thursday 7:00 pm Library
Dances of Universal Peace 1st Saturday 7:00 pm Social Hall
Drumming Class Every Sunday 2:30 pm Social Hall
Forum Every Sunday 9:30 am Library
Funeral Consumer Alliance 2nd Monday 5:30 pm Classroom
Green Committee 3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Knit or Not Every Monday 7:00 pm Classroom
New Member Class 2nd Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Play Readers 3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
RE Committee 3rd Sunday 12:30 pm Senior High Classroom
Science & Religion Book 2nd Thursday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
September Set 4th Friday 6:00 pm Social Hall
Technology Committee 1st Thursday 7:00 pm Workroom 1
UU Animal Ministry 1st and 3rd Sunday 12:15 pm Library
UU Partner Church Committee Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-0904 or Carita Barr, 782-0053
Visitor Orientation 4th Sunday 12:15 pm 6th & 7th Grade Classroom
Women's Book Club 2nd Tuesday 7:00 pm Senior High Classroom
Writer’s Group 2nd and 4th Monday 6:30 pm Social Hall
Rentals
Americans United 2nd Sunday 6:00 pm Sanctuary
NORML (National Organization

Reform Marijuana Laws)
1st Tuesday 7:00 PM 6th & 7th Grade Classroom

Tai Chi 803-647-9283
columbia.sc@taoist.org

Every Tuesday 10:00 am and
6:00 pm

Social Hall
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The Unigram
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Please, help us update our mailing list.
To delete or change your address,
Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org

======================================================================

“The Way We Are with Each Other”

◊ We will make ours a positive, welcoming environment -- one that includes the diverse
perspectives of our spiritual community and builds a sense of connectedness.

◊ We will practice direct communication in all facets of UUCC life, using the power of our words
to work toward solutions rather than additional problems. We will refrain from spreading
hearsay.

◊ We will nurture each other’s spiritual and personal growth by entering into conversations and
interactions with compassion, deep listening, and respect for differences of opinion without
judgment.

◊ We will value and express appreciation for each contribution, whether it is time, money or
effort.

◊ We will acknowledge conflicts, address them openly and honestly, and resolve them as close
to their source as possible, using mediation if necessary.

◊ We will practice forgiving each other and ourselves.
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