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We, as Unitarian Universalists, affirm the worth and dignity of every person,  

 

regardless of sexual orientation; we promote justice, equity, and compassion in human  

 

relationships; and we aspire to the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and  

 

justice for all. 

 

In accordance with these principles, we oppose the proposed amendment to the  

 

South Carolina state constitution which mandates in part that "a marriage between one  

 

man and one woman is the only lawful domestic union that shall be valid or recognized  

 

in this state." 

 

Because the state does not have the right or authority to define the theological  

 

meaning of marriage or any other religious practice or belief, we oppose this  

 

amendment. This amendment is a violation of the separation of church and state. 

 

Because same-sex couples will be denied the rights and privileges afforded to  

 

heterosexual married couples, we oppose this amendment. Some of these legal and  

 

financial benefits are: 

 

• Automatic inheritance 

 

• Shared health insurance 

 

• Bereavement and sick leave to care for one's partner 

 

• Hospital visitation and medical decision-making on behalf of one's partner 



 

• Child custody and adoption 

 

• Domestic violence protections 

 

• Property rights and tax breaks 

 

• Social Security, Medicare, and pension benefits 

 

This amendment will jeopardize the physical, emotional, legal, and financial well-being  

 

of same-sex couples and their children. 

 

Because homophobia and its resulting prejudice, discrimination, and violence  

 

against gay and lesbian citizens are already rampant throughout our society, we oppose  

 

this amendment. This amendment will legalize discrimination, create a new category of  

 

second-class citizenship, and further polarize us as a community. 

 

Constitutional amendments have historically expanded civil rights and the  

 

promise of democracy to all citizens. This amendment undermines our proud heritage  

 

as a free people. We urge our fellow South Carolinians to join us in voting against  

 

Amendment 1 in the referendum on November 7. 


