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Prompt for your reading response to Kincaid

Jamaica Kincaid’s memoir, A Small Place, takes us to the tourist-infested island of Antigua, a sort
of post-colonial hell Kincaid expresses emotions not unlike those famed Asheville scion Thomas
Wolfe shows for the site of his birth. Kincaid paints a picture of decay and debilitation brought
about by institutionalized greed and corruption, with members of the small country’s political and
economic elite (who are really one and the same) running things into the ground for their and their
friends’ profit.

Are things really so bad, though, still? Maybe it’s that Kincaid’s perspective now suffers from
age-related degeneracy, that things have gotten better in the 30 years since the book was written.

For this reflection, please take one aspect of the book (the library? the hospital? the car dealership?
the political leadership? something else) and do some digging to find out where things stand today:
what’s changed with regards to the one element you’ve chosen to focus on, and how was that change
brought about, and by whom? What’s stayed the same, and what is left to be done, if anything,
so that Kincaid’s condemnation would no longer be warranted? Please note that because Antigua
really is a very small place, it’s not hard to find relatively current information on nearly every
person, family, building, place which Kincaid mentions in the book, so I expect your investigation
to bear some juicy fruit...and please don’t forget to cite your sources!

As with all responses, I have few “mechanical” prescriptions for your response (e.g., length, font,
etc.), other than that you write roughly 500 words (or more, much more, if you get carried away).
Please see the class website for the rubric I will use to assess this and future responses. In particular,
please note that I expect your own voice to be clearly present and, as mentioned above, that you
include a “Works Cited” page that includes citations of all readings used, including Kincaid’s book.

Your response is due to me in the same Google Doc you’ve begun for reading responses
which you share with me no later than 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9. Please let me know if
you have any questions!


