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Prompt for your end-of-semester reflections

As the end of the semester (and for many of you, the end of your career at UNC Asheville!)
draws near, I would like you to complete one last assignment. Your end-of-semester reflection
is an opportunity for you to consider several sources of experience and information (including
our readings this term, your community work with the In Real Life program and others, our class
conversations, and your overall educational experience at UNC Asheville) as you attempt to answer
the single following question:

What does it mean to be a global citizen, and how does one become one?

I ask that in your reflection you spend a little bit of time explaining to the reader what charac-
teristics the ideal global citizen will have, and that you then lay out some thoughts on how one
might acquire those characteristics. Please feel free to make your tone less academic and personal
(though not completely colloquial). Please address me as though you and I might be enjoying a
conversation on this important topic. Please be sure that your own voice comes through; while
you might draw on others’ words (readings for our class or others), it should be your thoughts
that predominate, with others’ offered in support of your own. Please also feel free to experiment
with alternative genres for this reflection; if a dialogue between two voices makes sense to you, or if
incorporating poetry or some other form of creative writing might help you make your point here
and there, feel free to include such components. If you’d prefer that your reflection not even be
a written one, please feel free to explore other media, so long as you consult with me beforehand
regarding this choice.

As I noted parenthetically above, I expect that you will draw on several sources for your ideas.
More specifically, I ask that you incorporate thoughts from at least three of the works we’ve
read together this term; you may cite additional sources (from our class or from elsewhere) as you
wish. Moreover, please be sure to explain how your work in the community has informed your
sense of citizenship. While I will not require you to do so, it might help you to explain how your
career at UNC Asheville (including major courses? general education courses? extracurricular and
co-curricular experiences?) has helped you to answer the question above.

I have no specific length requirements; anything from two pages to twenty would suffice (we’ll figure
it out together if the idea of “number of pages” is meaningless for your reflection), as long as your
reflection does what it needs to do. Below, I’ve indicated specific criteria I will have in mind as I
respond to your work.

• A clear articulation of your views on global citizenship. Please be sure to describe
clearly what you believe it means to be a “global citizen.” You need not come up with a
dictionary-style definition, but your meaning should be clear, even if not so formulaic.

• Discussion of your work in the community. Please be sure to discuss the ways in
which the work you did with In Real Life (and/or other community partners) this semester
informed your understanding of citizenship. Ideally, this discussion should not stand apart



as a separate component of your reflection, but rather should be smoothly incorporated
with the reflection as a whole.

• Incorporation of others’ ideas. As I noted above, please be sure to involve in your
reflection at least three of the works we’ve read together this semester. (Here I include all of
the texts we read, as well as any of the articles or primary source documents we considered
as a class.) You shouldn’t include these works ham-fistedly or haphazardly; as with your
discussion of the role of your service-learning, please try to blend in smoothly the ideas
you draw from others’ works. You should sound as a symphony and not a succession of
performances on individual instruments.

• Voice. Please be certain that it is your voice that is heard; others’ voices may offer support
for your own, but yours should strike the key note.

• Citations and grammatical/typographic correctness. Please be sure that all quota-
tions and other material and ideas drawn from other works are cited appropriately, both in
the text of your reflection itself and in an appropriately-formatted bibliography at the re-
flection’s end. Also, please be sure that your reflection is as free as possible of grammatical
and typographic errors. (Reading your reflection out loud to a friend can do wonders!)

Your reflections are due to me via email or Google Docs no later than 11:59 p.m. on Monday,
May 6. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding your reflections as you begin work
on them!


