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Prompt for your reading response to Chambers

Robert Chambers closes the second chapter of Whose reality counts?: Putting the first last with
an indictment of disciplinary narrowness. In pointing to “professionalism” as a primary cause
for the obstinate persistence of erroneous beliefs (subsequent practices) in international aid and
development, Chambers notes that

Those who were wrong had had long education and training, whether as macro-
economists, engineers, agronomists, ecologists, foresters, administrators or social
scientists. Most were highly numerate. Most were specialists. All were linked in
with other professional colleagues around the world. Through letters, the telephone,
workshops, conferences, professional journals and papers, they were in touch with
their professional peers and with current dominant values and beliefs. Their learning
was, then, more likely to come laterally or from above than from below, and to follow
current ideologies and fashions (31).

My question for you all, given that many of you are aspiring professionals and you are all educa-
tionally privileged individuals, is the following: what have you done, throughout the course of your
education, to avoid succumbing this “professionalism pitfall”?

More to the point, for this response please reflect on your educational experience (and beyond, as
needed), highlighting steps you have taken (or might still take) to ensure that you do not recommit
the historical errors Chambers highlights in our reading.

As with all responses, I have few “mechanical” prescriptions for your response (e.g., length, font,
etc.), other than that you write roughly 500 words (or more, much more, if you get carried away).
Please see the class website for the rubric I will use to assess this and future responses. In particular,
please note that I expect your own voice to be clearly present and that you include a “Works Cited”
page that includes citations of all readings used, including Chambers’s book.

Your response is due to me in the same Google Doc you’ve begun for reading responses
which you share with me no later than 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, February 3. Please let me know
if you have any questions!


