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Prompt for your reading response to Bageant

As we’ve discussed, Joe Bageant’s book brings us slices of life from residents of a community
particularly hard-hit by our nation’s economic turn away from manufacturing and heavy industry.
These folks are, for the most part, worlds away from many of the people we’ve met in our other
common readings so far this term. What I would like you to do in your response to Deer hunting
with Jesus is to try to “shrink” those intervening worlds: how might someone from Bageant’s world
interact civilly with someone from Appiah’s, Fullilove’s, Coates’s?

More specifically, for this response, please

• first choose a single resident of Bageant’s “world” and a resident of one of the other “worlds”
(e.g., Appiah’s, Coates’s, Fullilove’s, Abdurraqib’s...even someone from one of the commu-
nities Chambers talks about in his discussions of international development!) we’ve read
about...and make clear who it is you’re choosing. Who are they? Give us a brief sketch.

• Having done this, imagine and describe a scenario (place, time, and circumstance) in which
these two people might meet...try to make this scenario a relatively realistic, believable one.

• Finally, describe these two persons’ interaction: what will they talk about? How will they
speak, act, try to find common ground? Or can they find common ground? In this last step,
it’s not necessary to craft actual dialogue, but doing so might help clarify these interlocutors’
interaction. There’s no need to achieve mutual understanding, respect, or even tolerance
by the end of the interaction...but I hope you will explore ways that conversation between
strangers can help those strangers to grow closer to these admittedly often-lofty goals.

I have few “mechanical” prescriptions for your response (e.g., length, font, etc.), other than that
you write roughly 500 words (or more, much more, if you get carried away). Please see the class
website for the rubric I will use to assess this and future responses. In particular, please note that
I expect your own voice to be clearly present and that you include a “Works Cited” page that
includes citations of all readings used, including Bageant’s book.

Your response is due to me in a Google Doc which you share with me no later than 11:59 p.m.
on Sunday, March 17. Please let me know if you have any questions!


