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Prompt for your reading response to Appiah

Though it ventures in other directions as well, Kwame Anthony Appiah’s Cosmopolitanism spends
a good deal of time highlighting the value of conversation. “Conversation,” he notes at the end of
Chapter 5, “doesn’t have to lead to consensus about anything, especially not values; it’s enough
that it helps people get used to one another.”

Indeed, if we are to believe Appiah, it doesn’t matter whether or not we can reconcile often-
profound disagreements on moral matters that underlie many of our deepest-held cultural norms.
We can still learn to live alongside one another peacefully if we get used to one another. It’s not
simply agreeing to disagree; it’s agreeing that even if we never come to agree on anything, we ought
to keep talking to one another about it because that’s how we avoid conflict.

For your response to the portions of Appiah’s book that I’ve asked you to read, I’d like you to
put this philosophizing about conversation into practice. For the sake of your response, imagine
a person with whom you would have considerable disagreement on moral matters that are very
important to you. This person might be purely fictive, an ideal “strawperson” whom you craft as
your perfect ideological foil...or it could be some real person: a relative or acquaintance with whom
you find yourself disagreeing. Whomever you choose, please describe this person so that I, as the
reader, get a sense as to who they are and what they believe.

Now, put yourself in conversation with that person, on a topic about which you’re liable to disagree
and disagree strongly. You may produce a “script” of your dialogue, if you wish, or merely sketch
the rough flow of the conversation. In any case, give me an idea as to how your chat with this
person would go...and how it might end, if it ends at all. Do you come to agree with one another?
Is agreement impossible or impracticable? Can you part civilly, in any case? What resolution do
you achieve?

I have few “mechanical” prescriptions for your response (e.g., length, font, etc.), other than that
you write roughly 500 words (or more, much more, if you get carried away). Please see the class
website for the rubric I will use to assess this and future responses. In particular, please note that
I expect your own voice to be clearly present and that you include a “Works Cited” page that
includes citations of all readings used, including Appiah’s book.

Your response is due to me in a Google Doc which you share with me no later than 11:59 p.m.
on Thursday, January 31. Please let me know if you have any questions!


