
A UNC Asheville Symposium on Genocide: Past and Present  
 

Event Program 
 

We are grateful for the Diversity Action Council, the Center for Jewish Studies, and the 
University Honors Program for their generous sponsorship of this event.  
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday, November 14 
7:00pm-9:00pm 
Highsmith Union 114, Alumni Hall 
 

Keynote speech by Dr. Walter Ziffer 
 
Dr. Walter Ziffer, born in 1927 in the Czech Republic,  
is a Holocaust survivor, scholar, public speaker, educator, 
and author. Ziffer will be sharing his personal history of 
experience with, trauma from, and recovery following 
genocidal acts. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, November 15 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Highsmith Union 114, Alumni Hall 
 
Exhibit outside of Alumni Hall:  
“Poems from Genocides from 800 CE to the Present, compiled by HUM 324 students 
(instructor: Ann Dunn)” 



Professor Ann Dunn’s class investigated events, ideas, and values from what is commonly 

described as the Modern era, including diverse multicultural perspectives on scientific, political, 
industrial, and social changes: e.g., the rise of globalization, feminism, and international declarations 
of rights. They explored the profound influence of these historical moments on philosophy, religion, 
literature, and the arts. The narrative considers the intersection of local and international 
conditions that led to the era’s ongoing significance.  

The class researched genocides, from Charlemagne in 800 CE to today, and each chose a 
poem emerging from one of them. The only criteria was that the poem move us deeply, and perhaps 
induce in us empathy for those who endure(d) experiences we cannot fathom. Their premise was 
that art has the ability to reveal and speak enduring truths across cultures and eras - to bring us 
together as a human family. 
 

9:00am-9:10am  
Opening with Patrick Bahls and Rena Lubin 

 
9:10am-10:00am  
 

“A Conversation with Rubin Feldstein and Chris Patti” 
Mr. Rubin Feldstein and Dr. Chris Patti will have a collaborative conversation about the 

details, lessons, legacies, and perspectives of Mr. Feldstein, as he recounts his and his family’s 
experiences before, during, and after World War II. In particular, they will explore and discuss some 
of Rubin's vivid and experiential memories during the war. They will leave time for questions and 
answers at the end of their talk. 

Mr. Feldstein’s family immigrated from Poland in 1938. He earned degrees from University 
of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, and City College of New York and was a teacher, guidance counselor, 
assistant principal, and principal. This was spread out over five districts in three states. It included 
urban, suburban, and main line settings. After retiring, Mr. Feldstein was an adjunct professor at 
Montclair State in N.J. Since then he has been involved in various volunteer activities, including 
speaking to students about the Holocaust. 

Dr. Chris Patti is an Assistant Professor of Communication at Appalachian State University. 

His scholarship collaborates ethnographically with Holocaust survivors on the themes of coming to 
terms and coping with suffering, deep listening, and cultivating compassion across difference.  
 
 
10:10am-11:00am 
 

“‘Non-Thinking’ as Prelude to Exclusion” by Adee Weller and Ken Betsalel 
The process of negation, of denying a group its humanity, begins first with the act of 

non-thinking, of not regarding others as humans worth of respect, which is a precursor to genocidal 
acts. Today, migrants entering the U.S. from Central American countries are targeted, by the current 



administration and their supporters. However, by embracing compassion and understanding for 
groups unlike ourselves, we are able to think, to regard others in our own searches for 
personal-completion. 

Adee Weller (she/her/hers) is a junior at UNCA, majoring in Political Science and minoring 
in Mass Communication and Spanish. She is also a member of the UNCA women's swim team.  

Dr. Ken Betsalel (he/him/his) is a professor of Political Science at UNCA, where he 
specializes in the origins of democracy, contemporary political ideologies, American political 
thought and civic engagement through community service learning. 

 
“Day of Mourning: When Parents Murder Disabled Children” by Evelyn Chiang 

In 2012, the first Day of Mourning was held to acknowledge the murder of a disabled man, 

George Hodgins, by his mother. Day of Mourning is now a national event, with 20-30 cities 
participating each year. Over the past 40 years, there have been over 950 reported cases of disabled 
people murdered by relatives or caregivers. News stories often frame these murders as acts of 
mercy, implying that the disabled life is not worth living.  

Evelyn Chiang (she/her/hers) is an associate professor in the Psychology Department. 
Evelyn is an educational psychologist and teaches courses on learning, development, and disability. 
Current research includes projects on PTSD among emergency responders and neurodiversity. 
Evelyn is the faculty contact for UNCA’s Disability Cultural Center (DCC). The DCC is a safe space for 
individuals with disabilities and provides resources and education on disability. The DCC hosts 
events that emphasize disability as diversity and celebrate disability culture.  

 
 
11:10am-12:00pm 
 

“Human Rights of Prisoners in the United States” by Asheville High School Social 
Studies Teacher Jacob Kerber and his students 

Students in Mr. Kerber's World Conflict and Human Rights class have been examining 

historical and current events through the lens of human rights as defined by the UN's Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Students have adapted a two-day activity about the Human Rights of 
prisoners in the United States into a presentation/discussion to share with you today.  

Jacob Kerber (he/him/his) is a native of Asheville, NC, and Asheville City Schools. After 
attending UNC Chapel Hill and earning his Masters at Duke University, he now teaches at his alma 
mater, Asheville High School. He wrote a social studies elective class called World Conflict and 
Human Rights. The students presenting from this class are a variety of sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors.  

 
 
12:10pm-1:00pm 
 



“Climate Change: A Predictable, Preventable Genocide?” by Evan Couzo 
Likening climate change to genocide is intentionally provocative, but is it incorrect? We’ll 

need to develop a heuristic to determine if climate change qualifies. By considering causes of past 
genocides, intentions and desired outcomes of past genocidaires, and bystanders’ responsibilities to 
act, we can begin to answer the question. 

Evan Couzo (he/him/his) joined UNCA’s Education Department in 2015. He is an 
atmospheric and environmental scientist by training and survived Boston's record-setting winter 
while a postdoc at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Evan's research interests cover a 
broad range of air quality issues from pollutant formation and public health to regulatory 
decision-making and climate change. He enjoys hiking with his dog, cooking, traveling, reading, and 
other sorts of things that make him seem interesting and well-rounded. 

 
“‘The Walk’: A Personal History of the Armenian Genocide” by Mia Dadian 

Mia will be discussing Vartenie's lifetime, her experience first-hand with genocidal acts and 

imperial forces, her move to America, the legacy she left in Racine, Wisconsin, and the memories of 
hers that have been and will continue to be preserved.  

Mia Dadian (she/her/hers) is a graduating psychology major. Committed to helping, 
understanding, and teaching others, Mia prioritizes family history and the importance of 
remembering so that we do not forget. Her great-grandmother, Vartenie Dadian, was only seven 
years old when the deportations of the Armenian Genocide began; Vartenie's legacy is strong.  

 

 
1:10pm-2:00pm 
 

“Poetic Responses to the Social and Political Repression in Brazil by the Artist, 
Antonio Manuel” by Cynthia Canejo 

The Brazilian artist, Antonio Manuel, has responded to the repressions and massacres in 
Brazil during different periods in a poetic manner.  This presentation will include his artworks 
during the military dictatorship as well as a more recent response to the actions by the esquadrões 
da morte (“death squads” or groups of vigilante off-duty policemen) and an exhibition dedicated to 
the “discovery” of Brazil.  

Cynthia Canejo (she/her/hers) is an associate professor of Art History specializing in the art 
of Latin America with a focus on Brazilian art. 
 
“The Rohingya Genocide” by Sara Brendel, Joseph Cesare, and Damon Badgett 

Environmental Studies major Sara Brendel, History major Joseph Cesare, and Political 
Science major Damon Badgett will be discussing the Rohingya Genocide. Students of Humanities 
lecturer, Dr. Grace Campbell, each will be infusing their own disciplines into their portion of the 
presentation to best address the extent of the crisis.  



 

 
 
2:10pm-2:55pm 
 

“The Herero Genocide” by Eric Roubinek 
Considered the first genocide of the 20th century, this talk will give a brief overview of the 

colonial context that led to genocide in German Southwest Africa and place it into a broader context 
of colonial violence of the 19th and 20th centuries.  From there it will examine the Herero genocide 
in a 20th century context of state-led population politics. 

Eric Roubinek (he/him/his) is Assistant Professor of History at UNCA where he teaches 
courses on modern Europe and the world.  His scholarship includes "From a Nazi Imperialism to a 
Fascist Imperialism: Transnational Nationalisms and the Creation of a 'New Europe'," in Raffael 
Scheck, et al. German-Occupied Europe. He is currently co-editing an upcoming issue of Radical 
History Review on "Fascism and Neo-Fascism since 1945." 

 
 
2:55pm-3:00pm 

Closing with Patrick Bahls and Rena Lubin 
 

 
 

Ceramic Exhibit in S. Tucker Cooke Gallery, Owen Hall:  
“tell*tale” by Amelia Rosenberg 
Note: Amelia will be in the gallery from 3:00pm-4:00pm to speak with guests about her 
work. 

Nearly eight decades ago the Wallach brothers, Moritz and Julius, and their families were 
forced from their homeland due to the anti-Semitism that dictated Nazi Germany. Before their 
displacement, the brothers made their livelihood by collecting, creating, and reproducing German 
folk art. This history was studied and recounted over the past year and a half, and has resulted in a 
thesis paper and art exhibition. The body of artwork corresponding to this history is on display in 
the S Tucker Cooke Gallery, where there will be a Q&A after the symposium concludes.  

Amelia Rosenberg (she/her/hers) is a fourth year Art student, whose concentration is 
ceramic sculpture. After graduating from UNC Asheville, she will travel to Germany for an artists 
residency for a continuation of her thesis work. During her undergraduate education she studied 
the relationships between art and ancestry, specifically within the German Jewish community. 
 
 
 



 


