
PSYC 100.004: Intro Psychology             Email:  friedenb@unca.edu 
Instructor:  Dr. Lisa Friedenberg                                 Office:  CH 204, 250-3855 

Syllabus 
 
Course description 
PSYC 100 introduces the study of behavior and mental processes through psychological science. It is 
required for the major and also is a social science (ILSS) course option for Clusters 2, 11 and 14.  
 
Course objectives 
Knowledge Objectives:  Students will learn 
(1)  About the origin and evolution of psychology, including its relationship to other disciplines in the 
social sciences, natural sciences and humanities. 
(2)  How psychologists use the scientific method to study behavior and mental processes. 
(3)  The core theoretical models and key research findings in the content domains surveyed. 
Skill Objectives:  Students will develop 
(1)  More effective techniques for reading, note-taking and studying. 
(2)  Better writing and critical thinking skills by completing assignments requiring analysis and 
application of course information. 
 
Department and University Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
University SLOs:   http://www.unca.edu/about/university-student-learning-outcomes 
Psychology SLOs:   http://psychology.unca.edu/mission-and-student-learning-outcomes 
Topical Cluster SLOs:   http://ils.unca.edu/mission-and-student-learning-outcomes 
 
Materials and Resources 
Psychology: 9th edition in Modules, David Myers 
We will cover 24 modules from the text selected by you and your classmates on the first day of class. 
Assigned reading is to be completed before the date on which we will discuss the module. 
 
Instructor Help 
My goal is to do whatever I can to help you succeed in this course. If you are having difficulty with the 
material or experiencing other significant problems, please see me.  I am sure that together we can 
devise a plan to get you back on track. We can meet briefly to talk during office hours or for an 
extended time during an appointment. 
 
Moodle 
All course materials will be posted on Moodle. I also have created a virtual office where you can ask 
and answer questions about the course—instead of emailing me. And I will post in-progress grades 
there throughout the semester. Please check the site at least once a week for new information. 
 
University Resources 
UNC Asheville provides help for students at the Counseling Center, the Health Center and the Writing 
Center, all covered by your student fees. We also provide services for students with documented 
disabilities. For more information please contact Joshua Kaufman, Disabilities Coordinator, at 828-
232-5050 in the OneStop Student Services center. 
 

http://www.unca.edu/about/university-student-learning-outcomes
http://psychology.unca.edu/mission-and-student-learning-outcomes
http://ils.unca.edu/mission-and-student-learning-outcomes


Scheduled Meetings and Activities 
PSYC 100 meets each Tuesday and Thursday of the semester and once during the final exam period. 
The Course Outline contains a complete schedule of dates for required reading and writing 
assignments and for all exams. Attendance is required at all scheduled meetings. Missing class means 
missing material and that clearly jeopardizes your grade. (There will be additional in-class activities 
and materials to supplement the text). Class participation also matters and I incorporate it into the 
process of assigning final grades. It is critical to your success in the course that you do your reading on 
time and come to class on time, ready to answer and ask questions. 
 
Evaluation Component and Policies 
(1) Unit Exams (150 points): The course is divided into three units each ending with 50-point multiple 
choice/short-answer exams. If class is canceled the day before or the day of an exam, the exam is 
postponed one class period. If you miss an exam, you must take the cumulative final to replace the 
both missed exam and Exam 3. If you miss more than one exam, we must meet to discuss whether you 
can complete the course successfully. 
 
(2) Take Home Essays (36 points): At the start of each unit, you will receive a set of take home essay 
questions based on material in that unit.  You are required to complete one essay for each unit. Essay 
answers are worth 10 points. Unit essays are due before the exam covering that unit (see Course 
Outline for dates). Late unit essays lose 2 points for each day they are late (weekend days included). 
No unit essays are accepted after the exam covering that unit. 
 
(3) Extras (14 points): Extras are brief in-class, out of class and online activities for which you earn 2-5. 
You will receive a separate handout on Extras within the first week of class. You must complete at 
least one research Extra and three PAL (Psychology and Life) Extras. 
 
(4) Incomplete grades: You may request an Incomplete at the end of the semester if (a) unavoidable 
circumstances prevent course completion and (b) only a minimal amount of work remains to be 
completed (see UNC Asheville Catalog). 
 
(5) Automatic final grade of F: You will receive an automatic F for the course if you do not complete 
all required exams and written work or if you engage in academic misconduct (i.e., cheat on an exam 
or plagiarize written work). Check our Moodle site for tips on avoiding plagiarism and university 
policies on academic honesty. 
 
(6) Final grades: Final grades are based on percentage of points earned, plus discretionary points for 
class participation and/or improvement, out of 200 total points. (Basically, I reserve the right to give 
you a higher grade if your performance warrants it.)  The grading scale is: 
 A  = 90-100%  B  = 80-83%  C = 70-73%  D = 60-63% 
 A- = 87-89%  B- = 77-79%  C- = 67-69%  F = < 60% 
 B+ = 84-86%  C+ = 74-76%  D+ = 64-66% 
 
Please note: In the event that it is necessary to make changes to this Syllabus, changes will be 
announced in class and posted on Moodle. 


