
     

ForSE 2009: Forum for Social Entrepreneurs 

 
 

ForSE 2009: Forum for Social Entrepreneurs 

Building a dynamic local network dedicated to social impact 

 

Around the world, a new breed of entrepreneurs has emerged. They are change agents who 
bring a fresh set of skills combining business acumen, innovative field work and operational 
excellence to build large scale sustainable organizations. Fueled in great part by the growing 
citizen sector, these social entrepreneurs tackle seemingly stubborn global challenges –whether 
working to improve basic education for inner city children, or fighting disease in the developing 
world – and they face daunting organizational challenges. No place better nurtures this new 
breed of social entrepreneur than Boston, which is home to nearly a fifth of the Fast Company 
Social Capitalist awardees as well as dozens of pioneering social enterprise investors.  
 
The Forum for Social Entrepreneurs (ForSE) brings together social innovators with leading 
business professionals, investors, donors, government officials, academics, and students to 
facilitate the sharing of new technology and business ideas along with hard-earned management 
learnings to foster informed discussion and action on new social venture concepts.  
 
The response to previous forums has been overwhelming. The oversubscribed events have 
provided an opportunity for Boston’s emerging and established social enterprises to identify and 
recruit talent, meet potential partners to support their organizational growth, share best practices 
with peers, and interact with senior executives from Boston’s leading companies, non-profit / 
social ventures, foundations, philanthropies, and beyond.  
 
ForSE 2009 will continue to build on these initial successes, establishing a solid foundation for 
Boston’s social entrepreneurship ecosystem.  
 
We invite you to join us and help us further grow Boston’s dynamic reputation as a hub of social 
innovation and impact.  
 
ForSE 2009 Organizing Team 
 
Esha Bawa, VP of External Relations 
Net Impact-Undergrad, Babson College 
 
Vithal Deshpande 
Co-Chair, TiE Social Entrepreneurs 
 
Manu Gosain 
Co-Chair, TiE Social Entrepreneurs 
 
Raj Melville 
Principal, Ambient Engines 
 
Ranjani Saigal 
Co-Chair, TiE Social Entrepreneurs 
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Highlights from previous conferences 
 

 
 
 
  

Attendees by Title

Mgmt/Ops, 34%

Executives, 37%

Students/ 

Faculty, 29%

Diverse, Senior-Level Audience 
Nearly 250 attendees participated at each 
of the past conferences, ForSE 2007 and 
ForSE 2008, making ForSE the largest 
conference focused on social 
entrepreneurship in New England. The 
events drew a diverse audience of 
business leaders, social innovators, 
academics, and other engaged citizens.   

 

• More than one-third were senior 
for-profit or non-profit executives 
(CxO, Executive Director, or Board 
level) 

• Nearly 10% of participants were 
Founders or co-Founders 

 

High Impact Community Building & 
Networking 
 
ForSE has become the premier 
networking event for Boston’s social 
sector.  In addition to featuring interactive 
discussions with leading social 
innovators from around the world, the 
Forum provides incredible opportunities 
for relationship building.  It is a critical 
venue for emerging entrepreneurs to 
meet collaborators, access professional 
services, and recruit. 

 

Attendees Organization Type

Academic, 33%

Social Sector, 

39%

Corporate, 26%

Other, 2%
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Outstanding Attendee & Panelist Feedback 
 
Ned Rimer, co-Founder of Citizen Schools and keynote speaker at ForSE 2007, focused on the 
challenges of providing medical care, support, and comfort to Americans at the end of life.  Sitting 
in the audience was Luther Luedtke, President and CEO of Education Development Center 
(EDC).  At the time, Luther’s company was actively exploring a new community initiative to 
improve chronic and end-of-life care.  Despite overlapping interest and vision for the future of 
healthcare, Ned and Luther met for the first time at ForSE in November 2007.  On April 7, 2008, 
EDC announced that Ned Rimer had joined the organization to lead this new initiative. 
 

"ForSE 2007 was a great experience for me personally as it helped make the connection 
with EDC, a terrific organization,” says Ned Rimer. "It addresses a key purpose by 
bringing together different folks with a common interest in Social Entrepreneurship." 

 
Lotika Paintal is the Founder and Executive Director of Water Centric, a new international NGO 
focused on providing clean water to school children.   

"After researching the field of water, sanitation and hygiene, as part of a task force 
advising the William J. Clinton Foundation, our team was convinced that the best way to 
systematically address the problem was to focus on providing access to water/sanitation 
and improving hygiene for the millions of students attending impoverished schools in 
developing countries", says Lotika. "I was fortunate to attend ForSE 2007 as I was just 
getting started. It not only helped me recruit a key board member, an active TiE Charter 
Member who I met at the conference, but also  introduced me to Hurwitz & Associates, 
who are now providing legal counsel. And, with the help of connections I made at Boston 
University, I was also able to get a few college interns to work with me on my business 
plan." 

 
David Reich, founder and President of Assured Labor, spoke at ForSE 2008. Assured Labor 
creates a digital marketplace for jobs using mobile phones and the internet. The service is similar 
to Monster.com, targets mid-to-low wage workers in emerging markets and leverages mobility to 
reach workers that are connected by mobile phones but not the internet. 

"I had a great experience at ForSE 2008. The organizers from TiE did a fantastic job 
bringing together social entrepreneurs with business and academic leaders from across 
the region; I hope to be back in 2009." 

 
 
Additional comments from the post-conference feedback surveys: 
 

“Excellent! One of the best I have attended and I go to a number of conferences on social 
activism/entrepreneurship.” 

“I’m new to social entrepreneurship and this was awesome.” 

“Awesome! Very knowledgeable panelists.” 

Very realistic real-life examples from first-hand sources.  Great! 

I had a great time – very inspirational and informative! 

Good discussion and insight on taking an organization to scale. 

Very well-run; great conference! 
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Dynamite Speakers & Panelists 
 
ForSE has featured an outstanding series of discussions by leading social innovators, topic issue 
experts, and non-profit leaders from across New England and from around the world.  
 
Past Keynote Speakers have included: 

• Robert A. Brown, President, Boston University  

• Gerald Chertavian, Founder and CEO, Year Up 

• Alan Khazei, Co-Founder and Former CEO, City Year, Inc.  

• Ned Rimer, Managing Director Co-founder, Citizen Schools  
 
Some of the other distinguished speakers & panelists included: 

• Nishith Acharya, Executive Director, Deshpande Foundation  

• Vish Anantraman, Co-founder, Dimagi 

• James Cleveland, President, Jumpstart  

• Gary Cohen, Co-Executive Director, Health Care Without Harm  

• Theresa Ellis, CEO, Common Impact  

• William Fulbright Foote, President and Founder, Root Capital Inc.  

• Sarita Gupta, Vice President, Women's World Banking 

• Peter Haas, Founder and Executive Director, Appropriate Infrastructure Development Group  

• Amir Alexander Hasson, CEO, United Villages 

• Bill Moomaw, Professor of Int’l Environmental Policy, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy  

• Carolyn Mugar, Executive Director, Farm Aid 

• Susan Musinsky, Co-Director, Social Innovation Forum  

• Julie Nessen, Co-founder & Executive Director, Young Entrepreneurs Alliance  

• Lisa Nitze, Vice President, Ashoka  

• Tim Prestero, Founder and CEO, Design Than Matters 

• David Reich, Founder & CEO, Assured Labor 

• Jhonatan Rotberg, Founder, Director, Next Billion Network 

• Chetna Gala Sinha, President and Founder, Mann Deshi Mahila Bank, Mhaswad, India 

• Robert Spielvogel, Chief Technology Officer, Education Development Center  
 

Why should you attend? 
 
ForSE: Forum for Social Entrepreneurs is the New England’s largest conference focused on 
building a dynamic network of leading entrepreneurs, concerned professionals, investors, and 
thought-leaders dedicated to social impact. 
 
This is an opportunity to attend the leading event that brings together like minded professionals 
from technology, business and social sectors with a focus on social entrepreneurship. Over 200 
attendees from the Greater Boston area and beyond are expected to converge in October for an 
activity filled day of workshops, information sharing, and networking. Meet with the thought 
leaders and young innovators in the field.  
 
 
Date & Time  Friday, October 23, 2009 
   9 am to 5.30 pm 
 
Location  Olin Hall 
   Babson College 
   231 Forest Street, Wellesley, Massachusetts 02481 
To register  www.tie-boston.org 


