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(Ideas taken in part from Laccetti, inanimate alice pedagogy project and Serafini, 2011) 
 

Below you will find questions to guide your reading of Episode 1: China. The questions mirror Serafini’s (2011) 
Noticings-Meanings-Implications chart. The purpose of the questions is to call your attention to the elements of the 
multimodal text.  
 

1. Notice: Music begins on the third screen.  
Meaning: Why do you think it appears here?  
Implications: Turn off your volume and look at the screen closely. What effect does the music have on the tone 
of the screen? Does it precipitate a sense of urgency? 
 

2. Notice: On the sixth screen the arrows that guide the reader appear on the road.  
Meaning: Why do you think they are placed there instead of close to the text as on the previous screens? 
Implications: What effect does the placement have on your reading? 

 
3. Notice: Screen seven is in stark contrast to the previous screen in terms of sound. This screen is almost silent.  

Meaning: What sounds do you hear? What do you think the noise is? What might it suggest about Alice’s 
home base? 
Implications: What effect does the sound have on your reading? 

 
4. Notice: Screen eight allows the reader to move on relatively quickly. Instead, wait and watch the painting on 

the left side of the screen emerge.  
Meaning: What do you notice about the colors used for each layer of the painting? 
Implications: What effect does the image have on your reading? 

 
5. Notice: Examine the screen when Alice writes her things she’d rather be doing. 

Meaning: Does Alice sound like an eight year old? What gives you that impression? 
Implications: What effect does Alice’s age have on your reading?  

 
6. Notice: Examine the final two screens of the story.  

Meaning: How is the story’s ending realized in the modes? 
Implications: What effect do these modes have on your understanding of the story? 

 
 
 
 


