
Homeroom Parent Tips 
 

 
Parents Love To Help…In Many Ways 
Open House is fast approaching, and this evening is an excellent time to take advantage 
of your parent audience.  You can communicate opportunities to the parents on ways to 
help throughout the upcoming year with sign-up sheets.  Once you have connected with 
your other homeroom parent(s) contact your classroom teacher to discuss the following: 

• Specific needs for volunteers  
o Field trips-where, what date if known, or approximate time frames, and 

the number of chaperones (determine if the teacher would like to make the 
chaperone selection). 

o Parties –identify what parties the teacher would like to have.  For example, 
Halloween, Holiday, Valentines, End of Year.  Some teachers have 
specific times of the day they like to hold the parties as well as the length 
of the party.   

o Classroom help-some teachers have specific needs for extra hands in the 
classroom on a regular basis (ie., Science Lab). 

o Teacher/PTO Communication—As a suggestion, perhaps one of the 
homeroom parents will want to be the main contact to your classroom 
teacher/PTO for communication purposes.  This might be easier for the 
teacher/PTO in streamlining communication.  Sometimes the natural 
talents allow an easy allocation of responsibilities.  For instance, one of 
you might be a great organizer, whereas the other a better creative mind!   

  
• Food allergies-the teacher should be able to tell if you there are any food allergies 

in the classroom.  If this applies, you’ll want to convey this to any volunteer who 
is helping with food items for the classroom. 

 
• Sign-up Sheets 

o Prepare sheets for Open House.  Party volunteers (approximately 4 in the 
classroom which may vary based on activities planned, class age, and 
teacher preference); food/supply contributors-drinks (2), food/snacks (4), 
cups, plats, napkins.  Spreading the “wealth” helps also spread the expense 
and time commitment and allows all parents to get involved based on their 
schedules. 

o Communication Roster-Personally, I can’t stress enough the value in 
having email addresses for parents.  This provides an easy mechanism for 
communicating to the entire parent group.  Certainly, you’ll need to make 
some phone calls, but leveraging email will be very beneficial.   

o Specific Classroom Help-This varies based on grade, and teacher need.  
Often your classroom teacher can identify a day of the week/cycle day (for 
instance, Science Lab at a specific time on a certain cycle day). 

o Field Trips-often dates are not known this early in the school year.  As a 
suggestion, prepare a sign-up sheet for those interested in being a 
chaperone.  If you have a sense of a certain time of the year, you can 



indicate this on the sheet.  For instance, a teacher may know that a specific 
trip is taking place on a Friday.  This might be helpful information to a 
parent whose work schedule avails them to a Friday trip vs. another day of 
the week. 

 
• Parent Coffee/Tea 

o If you like, you may plan a coffee/tea for the parents in your class.  
Although this is optional, it is a great opportunity to discuss volunteering, 
fill-up any open slots on your sign-up sheets and give everyone a chance 
to get to know one another.  If you don’t want to “host” the event, try 
meeting at a local coffee spot!! 

 
• New Families 

o Welcome new families with a phone call.  Offer the parents an opportunity 
to volunteer.   

 
• Teacher Gifts 

o Contact classroom parents for contributions and purchase holiday and end- 
of-year teacher gifts (teacher, as well as para/classroom aide).  A sample 
letter is provided.  We recommend that you don’t dictate a dollar amount, 
rather provide a recommendation, and remind everyone that participation 
is voluntary and any contribution is welcome.  Keep in mind that some 
parents/students prefer to do something separate which is absolutely fine; 
however, the name of all students should be on the gift card.  Should you 
have a parent/coffee tea, this is a great time to discuss this topic.  In the 
past, some homeroom parents have opted to collect what they need up 
front for the entire school year (see sample letter).  Monies collected for 
this gift should not be used for other classroom needs.  Finally, send 
parents a note/email letting them know what you purchased prior to 
presenting it to the teacher. 

 
• Say Cheese!! 

o Everyone loves to see themselves in the yearbook!  Yearbook 
Coordinators have asked homeroom parents to pass on any photos from 
classroom events which she may be able to use in the yearbook.  The 
deadline for submission of photos might be sometime in January. 

 
• Additional Thoughts 

o We are a very lucky school, in that our parent population likes to be 
involved and supportive.  As Homeroom parent it is very important to 
ensure that every volunteer has equal opportunity.  Be cognizant of 
distributing the opportunities such as field trip chaperoning and in-
classroom time evenly. 

o Extra help throughout the year.  Homeroom parents are a great conduit for 
other PTO events.  Occasionally, you may be asked to communicate a 
need for other PTO events.  Again, email minimizes your time in doing 



this and the relationship you have with your parents might be easier to 
leverage than an unknown individual reaching out to the same population.  
Again, these are very few, but some examples would be a dessert for the 
Friday evening reception at the Art Show; coordinating the running of a 
booth at May Fair and the compilation of raffle baskets for May Fair. 

o Sending your parents the link to the online version of “The Observer” is a 
great way to keep your classes parents “up to date” on all the PTO events 
at the school.  Since this publication went mostly online last year 
encouraging them to check it out on the school’s web site will help keep 
everyone informed.  Look for an e-mail from Corresponding Secretary, 
Carol Aruffo in early October for the link to October’s Observer and 
additional e-mails each month thereafter.  

o Themed parties.  Be sensitive to religious differences and practices of the 
students in your class.  Parties should not be geared to only one practice.  
Welcome suggestions from others to incorporate and celebrate the 
differences.   

o Homeroom parents are often coordinating the crafts, goodie bags or games 
for parties.  This expense is not meant to be born by the homeroom parents 
alone.  Often, homeroom parents have asked for a nominal per student 
donation to offset these costs such as $5.00 for the year.  Again, this is a 
topic that can be discussed at your parent get together. 

o  Family Fun Handout-attached is an article from Family Fun Magazine 
with some thoughts on being a Room Parent.  Checkout their website for 
more good ideas www.familyfun.com 

 
Sample Gift Collection Letter 
 
 
We have found that during the busy December holidays, it is sometimes easier to 
contribute to a class gift for teachers and aides.  As Homeroom Parents, we are 
volunteering to purchase a gift from the class for both the holiday gift and the end of the 
year gift.  If you are interested in participating in a class gift, we would welcome a 
contribution amount not to exceed $20.00.  This amount would cover gifts for both 
December and June.  Of course, participation is strictly voluntary.   
 
The gifts will be presented to “teacher’s name” and “aide’s name” during the classroom 
parties.  We will let you know what gifts were purchased prior to the parties.  Any 
suggestions are welcome! 
 
If you would like to contribute, please send your money to XXXXX, in a sealed envelope 
via backpack express c/o XXXXX. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
Your Homeroom Parents 



XXXXXX Telephone number, email address 
 
 


