
The Victorian Age 
1832-1900 



Quotes from the Times… 
• “Some men see things as they are and 

ask why. Others dream things that 
never were and ask why not.” 
George Bernard Shaw 

• “’Tis better to have loved and lost/ 
Than never to have loved at all.”  
Alfred Lord Tennyson 

• A man’s reach should exceed his 
grasp,/ Or what’s a heaven for?” 
Robert Browning 



General Info About the Time 
• Impact of industrialism 

– Increase in wealth 
– London most important 

city in Europe 
• Expands from 2 to 6 million 

– Shift from ownership of 
land to modern urban 
economy 

• Foremost imperial power 
• Victorians people suffered 

from anxiety, a sense of being 
displaced persons in an age of 
technological advances 



Queen Victoria (1819-1901) 
Reign: 1837-1901 

• Longest reign in British history 
• Queen at 18; graceful and self-

assured.   
• Maintained dignity and decorum 

that restored the opinion of the 
monarchy after a series of 
horrible, ineffective leaders 

• 1840-Married German prince, 
Albert, who became Prince-
consort 

• After he died in 1861, she sank 
into a deep depression and wore 
black for the rest of her life 



Queen Victoria, 
Royal Portrait 

 



The Growth of the British Empire 
• The greatest nation on earth 
• Empire included Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, South Africa, 
Kenya, and India 

• Built a very large navy and merchant fleet (for 
trade and colonization)  

• England felt it was their duty to bring English 
values, laws, customs, and religion to the 
“savage” races around the world 
 



The Reform Bills  
• 1832-First Reform Act-

extended the vote to most 
middle-class men 

• 1833-Britain abolished 
slavery/Factory Act-regulated 
child labor in factories 

• 1834-Poor Law-Amendment 
applied a system of workhouses 
for poor people 

• 1871-Trade Union Act-made it 
legal for laborers to organize to 
protect their rights 
 
 



End of the Century: New Directions 
• Optimism replaced with anxiety 
• Darwin’s ideas divide liberal and 

fundamentalist Christians –
examination of the Bible as a work 
of history 

• Herbert Spencer: Applied 
Darwinism to human society: as in 
nature, survival belongs to the 
fittest, those most able to survive  
– Social Darwinism - used by 

Victorians to justify social 
inequalities based on race, social 
or economic class, or gender 

 



Other Thoughts… 
John Stuart Mill   (1806-1873) 

 
Utilitarianism:  the object of moral 

action to bring about the greatest   
good for the greatest amount of 
people 

 
Sigmund Freud   (1856-1939) 

 
Id/Ego/Superego: Behavior 
dictated by subconscious drives, 
usually related to sexual instincts 
Interpretation of  Dreams 



Victorian Literature 
• Romanticism continues to influence Victorian writing 

• Realism, portrayal of everyday life as it really is lived, 
soon becomes predominant 

• The novelists of the 1840’s and the 1850’s responded 
to the industrial and political scene – blend 
Romanticism and Realism: 

– Charles Dickens: Oliver Twist, Nicholas Nickleby, 
A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations 

– Emily Bronte: Wuthering Heights 
– Charlotte Bronte: Jane Eyre 

 



Victorian Novel 
•Dominant form in Victorian literature and 

principal form of entertainment. 
•Represents a large and comprehensive social 

world, with a variety of classes realistically 
•Major theme is the place of the individual in 

society, the aspiration of the hero or heroine for 
love or social position 

•The protagonist’s search for fulfillment is 
emblematic of the human condition. 

• For the first time, women were major writers: 
the Brontes, Elizabeth Gaskell, George Eliot. 



Other Genres of Fiction 
• Serialized novels appearing in 

magazines are very popular 
• Short stories become popular 

near the end of the century 
– Rudyard Kipling 
– Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

• Children’s Literature booms! 
– Lewis Carroll: Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland, 
Through the Looking Glass 



Poetry 
• Developed with novel – new ways of telling stories in verse 
• Strongly influenced by the Romantics 
• Pictorial - poets use detail to construct visual images that represent 

the emotion or situation the poem concerns. 
• Conflict between private poetic self and public social role 



• 1848:  Women begin attending University of London 
• 1860:  Florence Nightingale founds school for nurses 
• 1876:  Alexander Graham Bell patents the telephone 
• 1877:  Thomas Alva Edison patents the phonograph 
• 1886:  Wimbledon opens 
• 1888:  Jack the Ripper stalks London’s East End 
• 1899: Freud publishes “The Interpretation of Dreams” 
• 1901:  Queen Victoria dies 
• 1912: Titanic Sinks 
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