
Your next paper!! 



Provides a 

“map” for your 

direction of 

analysis and 

takes a clear 

position on a  

topic 
 



 A statement that contains the essay’s primary 
argument 

 Gives the reader a sense of what the essay will 
be about 

 Comes at the end of the introduction 

 Thesis statements are only one sentence 

 Topic sentences must align with thesis 

 Everything in the essay must support the thesis  

 Introduction paragraph should follow this 
format: 
 Attention getter (commonly known as a “hook”) 

 Introduction to the topic 

 Thesis statement 



 The umbrella thesis 
encompasses the entire 
argument in a concise 
statement without naming 
each piece of evidence that 
the author plans to use.  



If you were writing an essay on Marilyn Monroe, your thesis might 

say: 

 Although Marilyn Monroe suffered a tragic end, she had 

survived a traumatic childhood to become one of the most 

well-known actresses of all time. 

 

If this was your thesis you would have 3 main points in your paper 

1. Marilyn Monroe suffered a tragic end. 

2. Marilyn Monroe had a traumatic childhood. 

3. Marilyn Monroe is one of the most well-known actress of all 

time. 



 Think of your thesis 

as an umbrella for 

your essay.  All of 

the information in 

your essay should fit 

under the umbrella. 



Three Prong:  The writers of Family Guy use 

irreverent humor to satirize pop culture, 

comment on the stereotypical American 

family, and explore controversial themes. 

 

Umbrella:  The irreverent humor used in 

Family Guy is not used simply to shock, but 

to comment on deeper societal issues.   

 

 



 Convert the three ideas 
you plan to talk about in 
your essay into one 
comprehensive 
statement. 

 Example:  Romeo and Juliet’s 
secretive actions, impulsive 
decisions, and lack of common 
sense lead to their demise at 
the end of the play. 

 

 

 

 

 Romeo and Juliet’s impulsivity 
leads to their demise at the 
end of the play. 

 



 A good umbrella thesis may also: 

 Make a comparison or contrast: 
 Mercutio’s view of love in Romeo and Juliet differs 

from that of Romeo; Mercutio sees love as a game 
whereas Romeo views it as a serious matter of the 
heart. 

 Focus on the causes or effects of a particular event, 
condition or change: 
 A number of ill-fated events make Romeo and 

Juliet’s deaths in the play inevitable. 

 Propose a solution to a problem or recommend a 
policy. 
 Romeo and Juliet could have avoided their tragic 

demise if they had not acted in such an impulsive 
fashion throughout the play. 



 Do not announce your thesis:  
 In this essay, I am going to tell you how 

about the downfall of Romeo and Juliet.   

 Do not state a personal opinion: 
 I think Romeo and Juliet is a great story. 

 Do not ask a question: 

 Were Romeo and Juliet’s impulsive actions 
a contributing factor to their demise? 

 Do not use a vague generalization: 

 Romeo and Juliet had a lot of problems 
throughout the play. 

 Do not use vague words:  
 Words like “good,” “bad,” “right,” and 

“wrong,” don’t convey specific meaning.   



1. It contains the dominating idea that the 

paragraph will develop. 

2. It appears as the first sentence in each 

paragraph. 

3. It is the essential descriptive, judgmental or 

argumentative part of the sentence. 

4. It is clearly supporting the thesis statement. 

5. It is never a quote or a question, but rather 

a single declarative statement.  


