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Reading Response Journals 

 

As you read your book, you will maintain a reading response journal.  This does not need to be a separate 

booklet.  You are free to use your notebook paper and staple your pages together at the end of the quarter.  

Below you will find the questions you will use for your response journal. Your response must include 

specific examples from the text.  You will complete five journal entries throughout the quarter and each 

entry will include your response to two questions of your choice.  You must use different questions for each 

entry.   

 

 Label each entry at the top of the page. Each entry will include a response to two separate questions. 

Begin each entry on a new sheet of paper. 

 Complete a total of five journals (10 questions) per novel. 

 These entries may be handwritten initially, but when they are turned in for credit, they must be typed, 

MLA style.  

 You must have a quote or paraphrase from you novel in each response and include a citation. Do your 

best to give equal attention to each question.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR RESPONSE JOURNAL  

Responses should be complete, concise, and supported with references to the text (page number).  Please 

include the question number in the left-hand margin of your journal.  

1. Describe the personality of a particular character.  Include examples from the story that support your 

description. 

2. Do any of the characters change during the story?  If so, how are they different?  What changed them?  

Did it seem believable?  

3. Select a relatively important event in the book and describe why it was a turning point in the 

character’s life?  What was it that the character decided or learned to do? 

4. State your opinion whether you like or dislike the main character(s).  Why do you feel this way? 

5. Do any of the characters do things you feel are wrong?  Explain. 

6. Some characters play small but important roles in the story.  Name such a character.  Why is this 

character necessary for the story? 

7. Who are the most important characters in the story?  Tell why you think so. 

8. Assess one of the characters strengths and weaknesses. 

9. How were the character’s thoughts and feelings shown?  Were they believable?  Could the reader enter 

the characters’ hearts and minds and “see” through their eyes? 



10. Identify the protagonist and antagonist.  How does the protagonist differ from the antagonist?  How 

are they the same? 

11. Where does the story take place?  Tell what the place is like.  If the story took place somewhere else or 

in a different time, how would it be changed? 

12. When does the story take place?  Past?  Present?  Future?  How does this story seem believable or not 

believable? 

13. Tell about your reaction to a particularly interesting passage where the author creates an image of the 

setting. 

14. What incident, problem, conflict, or situation does the author use to get the story started? 

15. What was the most important event which happened in the story?  Why?  Was this the climax of the 

story?  What prompted the protagonist to act this way? 

16. What was the climax of the story?  Who was involved in the action?  How do you know it was the 

climax? 

17. Did you like the way the author ended the story?  Why or why not? 

18. Did the story end the way you expected it to?  What clues did the author offer to prepare you to 

expect this ending?  Did you recognize these clues as important to the story as you were first reading 

it?  

19. Discuss a particular event in the book that used foreshadowing or flashbacks.   

20. Does the author use shifts in time?  Why?  What is the effect on the plot? 

21. What is the theme of your novel?  

22. Were there other less significant conflicts in the story?  Discuss the role they play in the story. 

23. Describe a conflict and identify it as either internal or external.  Tell why you chose that label. 

24. Who is the narrator in the story and why do you think the author chose this narrator? 

25. Is the story written in the first person?  Third?  Give an example from the book to support your pick 

of point of view. 

26. Did the author switch between narrators?  Who are they?  Why do you think they did that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

British Literature Novel Selections 

 
Below is a list of canonical British texts.  You may check these books out from our library, a 

public library, or purchase them from a local bookstore or online. For the first quarter, you 

must read off of this list. Book are due in class on Friday, August 16, 2013. 
 

Austen, Jane, Emma - A classic novel about a self-assured young lady whose capricious 

behavior is dictated by romantic fancy. Emma, a clever and self-satisfied young lady, is the 

daughter and mistress of the house. Her former governess and companion, Miss Anne 

Taylor, beloved of both father and daughter, has just left them to marry a neighbor. 

Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice - The romantic clash of two opinionated young people provides the theme. 

Vivacious Elizabeth Bennet is fascinated and repelled by the arrogant Mr. Darcy, whose condescending airs and acrid 

tongue have alienated her entire family. Their spirited courtship is conducted against a background of ballroom 

flirtations and drawing-room intrigues.  

Bradley, Marion Zimmer, The Mists of Avalon - Here is the magical legend of King Arthur vividly retold through the 

eyes and lives of the women who wielded power from behind the throne. There is the darkly bewitching Morgaine, 

half sister to Arthur and a high priestess in the enchanted land of Avalon, where women rule as the creators of life and 

keepers of knowledge. The fair and lovely Queen Gwynhefar is torn between her duty to her king and the new God and 

her passion for the dashing Lancelot. Both women struggle and suffer, and both--in their own extraordinary ways--

triumph. 

Bronte, Charlotte, Jane Eyre - This is a stormy, intense, introspective novel of the mid 19th century which probes the 

psychology of passion. The heroine is a governess, an orphan, penniless and plain but full of courage and spirit. The 

hero is a brooding, melancholy figure, a stranger given to rough outbursts of temper. 

Bronte, Emily, Wuthering Heights - A savage, tormented classic love story set in the English moors. The central 

character is Heathcliff, an orphan, picked up in the streets of Liverpool and brought home by Mr. Earnshaw and raised 

as one of his own children. Bullied and humiliated after Earnshaw's death by his son, Heathcliff falls passionately in 

love with Catherine. 

Conrad, Joseph, Heart of Darkness - In this searing tale, Seaman Marlow recounts his journey to the dark heart of the 

Belgian Congo in search of the elusive Mr. Kurtz. Far from civilization as he knows it, he comes to reassess not only 

his own values, but also those of nature and society. For in this heart of darkness, it is the fearsome face of human 

savagery that becomes most visible. 

Conrad, Joseph, Lord Jim - Haunted sailor, driven from port to port, from island to island, Lord Jim is a man trying to 

hide from his past. This is a novel of the outcast from civilization finding refuge in the tropics. The natives of Patusan 

in the Far East worship the bold young Englishman by the name of "Lord Jim," but he despises himself. Tortured by an 

art of cowardice and desertion that wrecked his career in the Merchant Service years before and tormented by his ideal 

of what an officer should be, he has fled from scandal farther and farther East. This is a story of dramatic and 

psychological action. 

Conrad, Joseph, Secret Agent - Verloc, who is secretly working for the police and a "foreign power" (Russia) while 

ostensibly a member of an anarchist group in Soho, is required by his masters to discredit the anarchists in some 

spectacular way.  

Defoe, Daniel, Moll Flanders - What happens to a woman forced to make her own way through life in 17th century 

England?  This story retells Moll's life from her birth in Newgate Prison to her final prosperous respectability--gained 

through a life where all human relationships could be measured in value by gold. 



Defoe, Daniel,  Robinson Crusoe - An Englishman leaves his comfortable middle-class life to go to sea.  During one 

of his several adventurous voyages in the 1600s, he becomes the sole survivor of a shipwreck and lives for nearly 

thirty years on a deserted island.  

Dickens, Charles, David Copperfield - David Copperfield is the story of a young man’s adventures on his journey 

from an unhappy and impoverished childhood to the discovery of his vocation as a successful novelist. Among the 

gloriously vivid cast of characters he encounters are his tyrannical stepfather, Mr. Murdstone; his formidable aunt, 

Betsey Trotwood; the eternally humble yet treacherous Uriah Heep; frivolous, enchanting Dora; and the magnificently 

impecunious Micawber, one of literature’s great comic creations. In David Copperfield—the novel he described as his 

"favorite child"—Dickens drew revealingly on his own experiences to create one of his most exuberant and enduringly 

popular works, filled with tragedy and comedy in equal measure. 

Dickens, Charles, Great Expectations - In what may be Dickens’s best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to 

the dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman—and one day, under sudden and enigmatic 

circumstances, he finds himself in possession of “great expectations.” In this gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge 

and reward, the compelling characters include Magwitch, the fearful and fearsome convict; Estella, whose beauty is 

excelled only by her haughtiness; and the embittered Miss Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride. 

Eliot, George, Silas Marner - The story's main character is a friendless weaver who cares only for his cache of gold. 

He is ultimately redeemed through his love for Eppie, an abandoned golden-haired baby girl, whom he discovers 

shortly after he is robbed and raises as his own child.  

Forster, E.M., Howard's End - A chance acquaintance brings together the prosperous bourgeois Wilcox family and 

the clever, cultured, and idealistic Schlegel sisters. As clear-eyed Margaret develops a friendship with Mrs. Wilcox, the 

impetuous Helen brings into their midst a young bank clerk named Leonard Bast, who lives at the edge of poverty and 

ruin. When Mrs. Wilcox dies, her family discovers that she wants to leave her country home, Howards End, to 

Margaret. Thus Forster sets in motion a chain of events that will entangle three different families and brilliantly 

portrays their aspirations for personal and social harmony. 

Forster, E.M., A Passage to India - Among the greatest novels of the twentieth century, A Passage to India tells of the 

clash of cultures in British India after the turn of the century. In exquisite prose, Forster reveals the menace that lurks 

just beneath the surface of ordinary life, as a common misunderstanding erupts into a devastating affair.  

Fowles, John, The French Lieutenant's Woman - The plot centers on Charles Smithson, an amateur Victorian 

paleontologist. He is engaged to Ernestina Freeman, a conventional, wealthy woman, but he breaks off the engagement 

after a series of secret meetings with the beautiful, mysterious Sarah Woodruff, a social outcast known as the forsaken 

lover of a French lieutenant. 

Hardy, Thomas, Far from the Madding Crowd - Bathsheba Everdene is loved by Gabriel Oak, a young farmer who 

becomes bailiff of the farm she inherits. She is also loved by William Boldwood and Sergeant Troy. She marries Troy, 

who mistreats her and squanders her money. When he leaves her and is presumed drowned at sea, Bathsheba becomes 

engaged to Boldwood. Troy, however, reappears and is murdered by Boldwood who goes insane. Find out what 

becomes of loyal Gabriel, the most faithful of her suitors. 

Hardy, Thomas, Tess of the D'Urbervilles - In Tess, victimized by lust, poverty, and hypocrisy, Thomas Hardy 

created no standard Victorian heroine, but a women whose intense vitality flares unforgettably against the bleak 

background of a dying rural society. Shaped by an acute sense of social injustice and by a vision of human fate cosmic 

in scope, her story is a singular blending of harsh realism and indelibly poignant beauty. The novel shocked its 

Victorian audiences with its honesty; it remains a triumph of literary art and a timeless commentary on the human 

condition. 

Huxley, Aldous, Brave New World - "Community, Identity, Stability" is the motto of Aldous Huxley's utopian World 

State. Here everyone consumes daily grams of soma, to fight depression, babies are born in laboratories, and the most 

popular form of entertainment is a "Feelie," a movie that stimulates the senses of sight, hearing, and touch. Though 



there is no violence and everyone is provided for, Bernard Marx feels something is missing and senses his relationship 

with a young women has the potential to be much more than the confines of their existence allow. Huxley 

foreshadowed many of the practices and gadgets we take for granted today--let's hope the sterility and absence of 

individuality he predicted aren't yet to come. 

Ishiguro, Kazuo, Remains of the Day - Greeted with high praise in England, this winner of the Booker Prize, 

Ishiguro's third novel (after An Artist of the Floating World ) is a tour de force-- both a compelling psychological study 

and a portrait of a vanished social order. Stevens, an elderly butler who has spent 30 years in the service of Lord 

Darlington, ruminates on the past and inadvertently slackens his rigid grip on his emotions to confront the central 

issues of his life. Glacially reserved, snobbish and humorless, Stevens has devoted his life to his concept of duty and 

responsibility, hoping to reach the pinnacle of his profession through totally selfless dedication and a ruthless 

suppression of sentiment. Having made a virtue of stoic dignity, he is proud of his impassive response to his father's 

death and his "correct" behavior with the spunky former housekeeper, Miss Kenton. Ishiguro builds Stevens's character 

with precisely controlled details, creating irony as the butler unwittingly reveals his pathetic self-deception. In the 

poignant denouement, Stevens belatedly realizes that he has wasted his life in blind service to a foolish man and that 

he has never discovered "the key to human warmth.".  

Joyce, James, Dubliners - Collection of 15 short stories set within the geographic boundary of Dublin.  Contents 

include: "The Sisters", "An Encounter", "Araby", "Eveline", "After the Race", "Two Gallants", "The Boarding House", 

"A Little Cloud", "Counterparts", "Clay", "A Painful Case", "Ivy Day in the Committee Room", "A Mother", "Grace", 

"The Dead". 

Joyce, James, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man - Here is one of the masterpieces of modern fiction. This semi-

autobiographical Irish novel focuses on Stephen Dedalus, a sensitive and creative young man who rebels against his 

family, his education, and his country by committing himself to the artistic life. 

Maugham, William Somerset, Of Human Bondage - The author wrote this novel to free himself from the demons that 

haunted him from his heart wrenching childhood and difficult young adulthood; it is ranked among the greatest works 

of British literature. This is a moving story of Philip Carey, a hero full of fears and feelings. 

Milton, John, Paradise Lost - Great landmark in poems of English literature which portrays the fall of Adam and Eve. 

Here in one volume are the complete texts of two of the greatest epic poems in English literature, each a profound 

exploration of the moral problems of God's justice. They demonstrate Milton's genius for classicism and innovation, 

narrative and drama-and are a grand example of what Samuel Johnson called his "peculiar power to astonish.".  

More, Sir Thomas, Utopia - Did you know that the word "utopia" first appeared in Sir Thomas More's book?  More 

describes a pagan and communist city-state which is governed by reason.  The order and dignity of such a place was 

intended to contrast with the unreasonable state of the Europe of his time.  More saw Europe divided by self-interest 

and greed for power and riches. 

Orwell, George, 1984 - In 1948 a book burst in on the reading public which forecast a world so nightmarish, so 

devoid of promise, that it seemed the work of a Mephistophelian mind. The year 1948 was to all appearances an odd 

time for dire prediction: America had just helped save the world from tyranny in a world war thought to be definitive; 

Americans were about to elect a Midwestern common man to the presidency; the new-sprung United Nations was 

supposed to become a forum of benevolent multiplicity. This astonishing novel was set in a year so distant that it 

seemed incomprehensible; but the year 1984 has passed and it is time to read or reread Orwell's predictions about the 

future. 

Orwell, George, Down and Out in Paris and London - Part autobiographical, this story follows the experiences of a 

penniless adventurer, first in Paris in the early 1930's and later in London, where he mingles among tramps and street 

people.  

Rhys, Jean, Wide Sargasso Sea - Wide Sargasso Sea is the story of Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress who grew up 

in the West Indies on a decaying plantation. When she comes of age she is married off to an Englishman, and he takes 



her away from the only place she has known--a house with a garden where "the paths were overgrown and a smell of 

dead flowers mixed with the fresh living smell. Underneath the tree ferns, tall as forest tree ferns, the light was green. 

Orchids flourished out of reach or for some reason not to be touched." The novel is Rhys's answer to Jane Eyre. 

Charlotte Brontë's book had long haunted her, mostly for the story it did not tell--that of the madwoman in the attic, 

Rochester's terrible secret. Antoinette is Rhys's imagining of that locked-up woman, who in the end burns up the house 

and herself. Wide Sargasso Sea follows her voyage into the dark, both from her point of view and Rochester's. It is a 

voyage charged with soul-destroying lust. "I watched her die many times," observes the new husband. "In my way, not 

in hers. In sunlight, in shadow, by moonlight, by candlelight. In the long afternoons when the house was empty.".  

Swift, Jonathan, Gulliver's Travels - Gulliver's Travels describes the four fantastic voyages of Lemuel Gulliver, a 

kindly ship's surgeon. Swift portrays him as an observer, a reporter, and a victim of circumstance. His travels take him 

to Lilliput where he is a giant observing tiny people. In Brobdingnag, the tables are reversed and he is the tiny person 

in a land of giants where he is exhibited as a curiosity at markets and fairs. The flying island of Laputa is the scene of 

his next voyage. The people plan and plot as their country lies in ruins. It is a world of illusion and distorted values. 

The fourth and final voyage takes him to the home of the Houyhnhnms, gentle horses who rule the land. He also 

encounters Yahoos, filthy bestial creatures who resemble humans. 

Thackeray, William Makepeace, Vanity Fair - The English classic about a social climber in Victorian London. The 

author said while writing this novel, "What I want to make is a set of people living without God in the world, greedy, 

pompous men, perfectly self-satisfied for the most part, and at ease about their superior virtue." The two boarding 

school friends, Amelia and Becky are contrasted. Becky is clever, scheming and determined to get on in the world and 

sets her sights on winning over Amelia's rich, stupid brother. Amelia is loved by two men. Find out what happens in 

the lives of these two women. 

Wilde, Oscar, Picture of Dorian Gray - Lord Henry Wotton is a spectator in life and he does his best to influence 

Dorian in that direction. Dorian becomes corrupt and self-indulgent. But in answer to his prayer, he escapes unscarred 

from his escapades. The portrait of this man powerfully establishes evil as a reality in the novel. 

Woolf, Virginia, Mrs. Dalloway - This brilliant novel explores the hidden springs of thought and action in one day of 

a woman’s life. Direct and vivid in her account of the details of Clarissa Dalloway’s preparations for a party she is to 

give that evening, Woolf ultimately managed to reveal much more. For it is the feeling behind these daily events that 

gives Mrs. Dalloway its texture and richness and makes it so memorable. 

Woolf, Virginia, A Room of One's Own - In one of the most entertaining and brilliant essays ever written on the 

importance of freedom for women, Woolf brings her literary imagination and defiant wit to bear on the relationship 

between gender, money, and the creation of works of genius. 

Woolf, Virginia, To the Lighthouse - Novel of the daily life of an English family in the Hebrides filled with emotion, 

atmosphere, and poetry. The first section called "The Window" describes a day during Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay's house 

party at their country home by the sea. Mr. Ramsay is a distinguished scholar and, in the eyes of Woolf, a typical male 

whose mind works rationally, heroically and coldly. Mrs. Ramsay is a warm, creative, intuitive woman, the center of 

the household. 

Modern Texts-Below is a short list of modern British novels. You may also use the website links to 

look for a book written by a British author. You must get your book approved by Mrs. Bart before 

you begin reading. 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1339.Best_British_Literature 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1077.Modern_British_Novels_I_ve_Enjoyed 

http://wonderfulpen.blogspot.com/2007/03/best-british-novelsists.html 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1339.Best_British_Literature
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1077.Modern_British_Novels_I_ve_Enjoyed
http://wonderfulpen.blogspot.com/2007/03/best-british-novelsists.html


 

Ali, Monica. Brick Lane. After an arranged marriage to Chanu, a man twenty years older, Nazneen is taken 

to London, leaving her home and heart in the Bangladeshi village where she was born. Her new world is full 

of mysteries. How can she cross the road without being hit by a car (an operation akin to dodging raindrops 

in the monsoon)? What is the secret of her bullying neighbor Mrs. Islam? What is a Hell's Angel? And how 

must she comfort the naïve and disillusioned Chanu? As a good Muslim girl, Nazneen struggles to not 

question why things happen. She submits, as she must, to Fate and devotes herself to her husband and 

daughters. Yet to her amazement, she begins an affair with a handsome young radical, and her erotic 

awakening throws her old certainties into chaos.  

Byatt, A.S. Possession. Winner of England’s Booker Prize and the literary sensation of the year, Possession 

is an exhilarating novel of wit and romance, at once an intellectual mystery and triumphant love story. It is 

the tale of a pair of young scholars researching the lives of two Victorian poets. As they uncover their letters, 

journals, and poems, and track their movements from London to Yorkshire—from spiritualist séances to the 

fairy-haunted far west of Brittany—what emerges is an extraordinary counterpoint of passions and ideas. 

Coe, Jonathan. The Rain Before It Falls. As a young girl, Rosamond is sent to Shropshire to escape the 

Blitz. Here, in the countryside, she forms a close bond with her older cousin, Beatrix, a young woman 

haunted by anger and resentment. Sixty years later, just before her death, Rosamond records her memories 

on cassettes, addressing them to a distant cousin—a near stranger-named Imogen. As Gill, her beloved niece, 

listens to these tapes, a heart—stopping family saga is revealed. In this masterful portrait of three generations 

of woman, Jonathan Coe exposes the profound reserves of hope and loss within the lives of ordinary woman. 

  

Follett, Ken. Historical Fiction Selections. Pillars of the Earth, World without End, Winter of the World, 

Century Trilogy.  

Golden, Arthur. Memoirs of a Geisha. Speaking to us with the wisdom of age and in a voice at once 

haunting and startlingly immediate, Nitta Sayuri tells the story of her life as a geisha. It begins in a poor 

fishing village in 1929, when, as a nine-year-old girl with unusual blue-gray eyes, she is taken from her 

home and sold into slavery to a renowned geisha house. We witness her transformation as she learns the 

rigorous arts of the geisha: dance and music; wearing kimono, elaborate makeup, and hair; pouring sake to 

reveal just a touch of inner wrist; competing with a jealous rival for men's solicitude and the money that goes 

with it. 

Gregory, Phillipa. Several titles, historical fiction, including: The Other Boleyn Girl, The Boleyn 

Inheritance, The Constant Princess, The Virgin’s Lover, The White Queen, The Other Queen, The Queen’s 

Fool, The Kingmaker’s Daughter. 

Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time. Christopher John Francis Boone knows 

all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to 

animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the 

color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a 

neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent 

years. 

Herriot, James. *Several titles, including: All Things Wise and Wonderful, All Creatures Great and Small, 

All Things Bright and Beautiful.  

Hornby, Nick. About a Boy. Will Freeman may have discovered the key to dating success: If the simple fact 

that they were single mothers meant that gorgeous women—women who would not ordinarily look twice at 



Will—might not only be willing, but enthusiastic about dating him, then he was really onto something. 

Single mothers—bright, attractive, available women—thousands of them, were all over London. He just had 

to find them. SPAT: Single Parents—Alone Together. It was a brilliant plan. And Will wasn't going to let the 

fact that he didn't have a child himself hold him back. A fictional two-year-old named Ned wouldn't be the 

first thing he'd invented. And it seems to go quite well at first, until he meets an actual twelve-year-old 

named Marcus, who is more than Will bargained for... 

Ishiguro, Kazuo. Never Let Me Go. As children Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an 

exclusive boarding school secluded in the English countryside. It was a place of mercurial cliques and 

mysterious rules where teachers were constantly reminding their charges of how special they were. Now, 

years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have reentered her life. And for the first time she is 

beginning to look back at their shared past and understand just what it is that makes them special–and how 

that gift will shape the rest of their time together. 

Jones, Sadie. The Outcast. In 1957 Lewis Aldridge, newly released from prison, returns home to Waterford, 

a suburban town outside London. He is nineteen years old. A decade earlier his father's homecoming at war's 

end was greeted with far less apprehension by the staid, tightly knit community—thanks to Gilbert 

Aldridge's easy acceptance of suburban ritual and routine. Nobody is surprised that Gilbert's wife counters 

convention, but the entire community is shocked when, after one of their jaunts, Lewis comes back without 

her. No one in Waterford wants Lewis back—except Kit, a young woman who sympathizes with his grief 

and burgeoning rage. But in her attempts to set them both free, Kit fails to foresee the painful and horrifying 

secrets that must first be forced into the open. The consequences for Lewis, his family, and the tightly knit 

community are devastating. 

Le Carre, John. The Little Drummer Girl. Charlie is a promiscuous, unsuccessful, English actress in her 

twenties. Vacationing on the Greek island of Mykonos with friends, she longs for commitment. But to what? 

To whom? Intrigued by a handsome, solitary bather, Charlie finds herself lured into the "theatre of the real." 

For the mysterious man is Kurtz, an embattled Israeli intelligence officer out to stop the bombing of Jews in 

Europe. Forced to play her most challenging role, Charlie is plunged into a deceptive and delicate trap set to 

ensnare an elusive Palestinian terrorist...and soon proves herself a double agent of the highest order. 

Maugham, W. Somerset. The Razor’s Edge. Larry Darrell is a young American in search of the absolute. 

The progress of his spiritual odyssey involves him with some of Maugham's most brilliant characters - his 

fiancée Isabel whose choice between love and wealth have lifelong repercussions, and Elliott Templeton, her 

uncle, a classic expatriate American snob. Maugham himself wanders in and out of the story, to observe his 

characters struggling with their fates. 

Mitchell, Daniel. Cloud Atlas. It consists of six nested stories that take the reader from the remote South 

Pacific in the nineteenth century to a distant, post-apocalyptic future. 

Nicholls, David. One Day. It’s 1988 and Dexter Mayhew and Emma Morley have only just met. But after 

only one day together, they cannot stop thinking about one another. Over twenty years, snapshots of that 

relationship are revealed on the same day—July 15th—of each year. Dex and Em face squabbles and fights, 

hopes and missed opportunities, laughter and tears. And as the true meaning of this one crucial day is 

revealed, they must come to grips with the nature of love and life itself. 

Niffenegger, Audrey. The Time Traveler’s Wife. A dazzling novel in the most untraditional fashion, this is 

the remarkable story of Henry DeTamble, a dashing, adventuresome librarian who travels involuntarily 

through time, and Clare Abshire, an artist whose life takes a natural sequential course. Henry and Clare's 

passionate love affair endures across a sea of time and captures the two lovers in an impossibly romantic 



trap, and it is Audrey Niffenegger's cinematic storytelling that makes the novel's unconventional chronology 

so vibrantly triumphant. 

Pears, Iain. An Instance of the Fingerpost. "It is 1663, and England is wracked with intrigue and civil strife. 

When an Oxford don is murdered, it seems at first that the incident can have nothing to do with great matters 

of church and state....Yet, little is as it seems in this gripping novel, which dramatizes the ways in which 

witnesses can see the same events yet remember them falsely. Each of four narrators—a Venetian medical 

student, a young man intent on proving his late father innocent of treason, a cryptographer, and an 

archivist—fingers a different culprit...” 

 

Shriver, Lionel. We Need to Talk About Kevin. Eva never really wanted to be a mother - and certainly not 

the mother of the unlovable boy who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker, 

and a much-adored teacher who tried to befriend him, all two days before his sixteenth birthday. Now, two 

years later, it is time for her to come to terms with marriage, career, family, parenthood, and Kevin's horrific 

rampage in a series of startlingly direct correspondences with her estranged husband, Franklin. Uneasy with 

the sacrifices and social demotion of motherhood from the start, Eva fears that her alarming dislike for her 

own son may be responsible for driving him so nihilistically off the rails. 

Weir, Alison. The Six Wives of Henry VIII. The tempestuous, bloody, and splendid reign of Henry VIII of 

England (1509-1547) is one of the most fascinating in all history, not least for his marriage to six 

extraordinary women. In this accessible work of brilliant scholarship, Alison Weir draws on early 

biographies, letters, memoirs, account books, and diplomatic reports to bring these women to life. Catherine 

of Aragon emerges as a staunch though misguided woman of principle; Anne Boleyn, an ambitious 

adventuress with a penchant for vengeance; Jane Seymour, a strong-minded matriarch in the making; Anne 

of Cleves, a good-natured and innocent woman naively unaware of the court intrigues that determined her 

fate; Catherine Howard, an empty-headed wanton; and Catherine Parr, a warm-blooded bluestocking who  

Unsworth, Barry. Sacred Hunger. Sacred Hunger is a stunning and engrossing exploration of power, 

domination, and greed. Filled with the "sacred hunger" to expand its empire and its profits, England entered 

full into the slave trade and spread the trade throughout its colonies. In this Booker Prize-winning work, 

Barry Unsworth follows the failing fortunes of William Kemp, a merchant pinning his last chance to a slave 

ship; his son who needs a fortune because he is in love with an upper-class woman; and his nephew who 

sails on the ship as its doctor because he has lost all he has loved. The voyage meets its demise when disease 

spreads among the slaves and the captain's drastic response provokes a mutiny. Joining together, the sailors 

and the slaves set up a secret, utopian society in the wilderness of Florida, only to await the vengeance of the 

single-minded, young Kemp. 
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