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Problems in England 

• Poor sanitation in cities 
• Child labor and other factory abuses 
• New cities had no reps in Parliament 
• Archaic laws denied rights to certain 

religious groups 
• Lost the American colonies 
• Overseas empires facing difficulties 
 

 



 
 

The French Revolution 
1789-1799 

Fear of  Reform in England 

 



Napoleon 
• 1799, takes control of  

France 
• Greatly admired in Europe, 

until… 
– Crowns himself  French 

emperor in 1804 
– Takes control over much 

of  Europe using tricky 
military/political 
maneuvering 





More Napoleon 
• In 1805, the British navy defeats the 

French navy in the Battle of  Trafalgar 
• Napoleon is captured and exiled to Elba 
• Napoleon escapes from Elba and retakes 

the French throne for a Hundred Days 
• Defeated at the Battle of  Waterloo in 1815 
• Exiled to St. Helena (a more remote island) 
 

 





Trouble in England 
• George III is declared insane 
• Son, George IV, Prince of  

Wales becomes regent 1811- 
1820 (since George III is still 
alive) 
– Has a host of  issues: 

gambling problems, 
wastes money, loose 
morals, etc. 

– Anyone who criticized 
him was arrested and 
imprisoned 



Post-War Status 
• Adds discharged veterans to a society 

lacking jobs and money 
• Low wages and high food prices 

• Banishment of  labor unions 
• Unhappy British factory workers 
•  George III dies in 1820, George IV is 

the official king—not just the regent 

 



Literary Romanticism 



What is Romanticism? 
• An artistic, literary, and intellectual 

movement in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries 

• Strong emotion as a source of  experience 
• Emphasis on trepidation, horror, awe 
• Heroic individualism – authority of  

imagination 
• Belief  in the natural goodness of  man 

• Man in a state of  nature would behave well but 
is hindered by civilization (Rousseau ) 



Asher Durand, 
Kindred Spirits 



Casper David 
Friedrich, 
Wanderer 

Above the Mists 



Romantic Poetry 
• Poetry blossoms during this period in 

history 
• The “Big Six” Romantic Poets include: 

–William Wordsworth (First Generation) 
–William Blake (First Generation) 
–Samuel Taylor Coleridge (First Generation) 
–George Gordon, Lord Byron (Second Gen.) 
–Percy Bysshe Shelley (Second Generation) 
– John Keats (Second Generation) 

 



Romantic Requirements 
• Feature #1: A New Concept of  Poetry 

–Emphasis on personal experience 
–Glorification of  the individual 
–Explored the mind and the complexities 

of  emotion 
• Feature #2: A New Spontaneity & 

Freedom 
–High value on emotional outbursts  
–Free play of  the imagination 



Romantic Requirements 
• Feature #3: Love of  Nature 

–Nature as a catalyst for thought 
–Nature prompts spiritual contemplation 

• Feature #4: Importance of  the 
Commonplace 
–Romantics (with the exception of  Byron) 

chose humble subjects (especially Wordsworth) 
–Celebrate simple, everyday things & people 



Romantic Requirements 
• Feature #5: Supernatural and Exotic 

–Weaves mystery and magic 
–Adds elegance and alluring beauty to 

what would normally be terror 
• Be prepared for imagery, metaphor, 

simile, etc. 
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