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American Literature Honors Summer Reading List 
 
Here are some books that you could read over the summer to help prepare yourself for the 
Outside Reading Book assignments.  You do not need to read for my class over the summer, but 
it is recommended.  Hope you enjoy them! 
 
In the Lake of the Woods, Tom O’Brien: Later this year, we will read O’Brien’s The Things 
They Carried, a novel about his experiences in the Vietnam war.  This is the tale of a politician 
whose career has been ruined by his actions in the war, and of the subsequent disappearance of 
his wife. 
 
Sula, Toni Morrison: The tale of a friendship between two African-American women who grew 
up together in the poor, post World War I town of Bottom.  The novel deals with the difficult 
choices they face in forming their identities in this community, and the unavoidable conflicts 
those choices create. 
 
Tracks, Louise Erdrich: The tale of a poor Chippewa community in North Dakota during the 
early 1900s, as told through the voices Nanapush and Pauline.  It tracks the gradual destruction 
of the community’s culture, land and worldview. 
 
Bel Canto, Anne Patchett: Set in South America, the novel recounts the tale of a group of 
international dignitaries and powerful businessmen taken hostage at an opera recital.  It looks at 
the role of art and language in creating bonds that transcend cultural divisions. 
 
Housekeeping, Marilynne Robinson: Set in the isolated town of Fingerbone in northern Idaho, 
the novel traces the relationship between two sisters whose mother’s suicide has left them 
orphaned and in the care of their grandmother.  Poetic and dark, it deals with absence as a force 
in one’s life and the call of transience. 
 
All the Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy: Set in Texas in the 1930s, this is the story of the last in 
a line of ranchers whose way of life has passed.  In a romantic, idealized dream of the past, he 
travels to Mexico in order to work on the vast, legendary cattle ranches. 
 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, Phillip K. Dick: Set in post-apocalyptic America, in the 
aftermath of a mass exodus from Earth, the novel centers on a man whose job is the detection 
and “retirement” of human-like androids. 
 
 
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Sherman Alexie; The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath; 
A Handmaids Tale, Margaret Atwood; Snowcrash, Neal Stephenson; Three Junes, Julia Glass; 
Snow Falling on Cedars, David Guterson; Beloved, Toni Morrison; Krik? Krack! Edwidge 
Danticat 


