
1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Troop57.net

TROOP 57 TIMES

It was a great sunny morning as about 15 scouts head out
to Roberts’s market taking Embarcadero road starting at
the Scout house. They left at about 9:00 am with bike
checks at 8:30. The group set out going past Stanford
University and biking ferociously through the tough chilly
morning. Getting to Robert’s Market had ups and downs
literary, tough hills going up, and smooth amazing hills
going down, fun and pain were definitely spread out
throughout the ride there. The whole group got there at
about 10 am and took a 10-15 minute break where we all
continued on to ride up to Jefferson St. For those who
don’t know where that is, it’s a huge street with a giant
hill, so all of us brave souls pedaled our hardest to reach
the top. From there, our group split off with only 4
strong scouts taking on the 50miler and the rest just
going back to the scout house. The good news was, the
ride down from Jefferson was amazing, it felt like you
were going a whopping 25 miles per hour and having the
wind right behind you making it feel like a blast. Now
with the 25 milers gone, it was left with myself, Luke
Schroder, Bruce Schroder (the ASM), and Clark Harmon.
Instead of taking the weakling’s way back with the
normal route, we rode up to the Water Temple.
Unfortunately we could not go inside because of a
wedding taking place. Besides that, we took a huge loop

Fall Cycling Trip
By Edward Chen

Santa Cruz Mountain Backpacking

Late Saturday morning of the 25th of
September, a few of the Troop 57 scouts met outside
of the scout house and parted ways to meet again at
the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Unlike many of the trips that scouts normally
go on throughout the year, this was not car camping,
this was backpacking. Each scout was required to
carry all of their equipment, food, and cooking
supplies up the mountain all on their backs. This quick
but challenging climb was a good experience to the
younger scouts who had never been on such an outing
before and gave them a good taste of some of Troop
57’s real outings.

As each scout carried their packs and climbed
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all the way to El Camino where we went past Mayfield Soccer
and Gunn High school. And once again, WE made a huge loop all
the way back to the scout house. I don’t know how the 25
milers felt like but we 50 milers were out of breath, tired, and
amazed of completing the dreaded 50 miler. And oh yea, did I
mention we finished it in only 4 ½ hours? That’s averaging 11.1
miles per hour going uphill and down!

up the path, sweat poured down their skin, it was a
scorching hot day. However, that did not stop us scouts,
we were up for the challenge. The scouts swiftly climbed
up to our campsite and had accomplished their mission.

Once at the campsite, scouts were given much
leisure time to relax and run around. A few of the scouts
also decided to go Geo-caching within the area and with
the good help of a GPS, discovered the hidden items.

As the evening came along, scouts took out the
food they carried up from the bottom and had not so
nutritious but delicious bowl of ramen with canned
chicken. This made cooking and cleaning much easier for
us and then we could enjoy our surroundings more.

As dusk came along, the night began to twinkle
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In the afternoon of September 17, 2010, Troop 57 saddled
up and went to Sam McDonald Park for our annual troop
outing. This was the troop’s first time coming to Sam
McDonald for the troop outing. In the previous years, the
troop had gone to Yosemite and Memorial Park, but
Yosemite required a long drive and the uncomfortable
freezing temperature while Memorial Park was completely
packed. However, Sam McDonald Park was still a great
experience for younger scouts and everyone enjoyed the
trip.

The first night of the campout, each patrol got to
their campsite, set up their tents, and then cooked their
delicious meals. Afterwards, the troop had a good game
of electric fruit, similar to the well-known game of
capture the flag but with flashlights. Exhausted from their
ordeals, the scouts not long after succumbed to their
sleeping bags and promptly fell asleep.

Saturday though, was filled with much more fun.

Sam McDonald Outing
By Justin Zhang

On November 6th, Mr. Young led a shotgun outing
for experienced shooters. The shotgun outing
began with a refresher explanation of the safety
rules for handling a gun. Next, the instructor
showed us how to load and unload the shotgun
shells into the gun and had each and every scout
practice that twice. Then, we had lunch and looked
at all the cool looking guns Mr. Young had brought.
After lunch, the scouts that had completed the
merit badge shot trap while the scouts who did not
have the merit badge shot station 7 of skeet. After
the scouts shooting skeet were done with their 50
shots, they took a break. Then, the trap shooters
finished and went over to the skeet field where

Shotgun Outing
By Scott Andrews

Some sharpshooting by
Walker Ritchie

After scouts finished cooking and eating their breakfasts,
each patrol went their own ways for a nice hike. Some were
short and some were long, but each patrol had fun smelling
the fresh air and enjoying the scenery around them. But it
was when they came back that the real party started.

That night was filled with the enthusiasm and
clamors of the scouts of Troop 57. First, the whole troop got
together and instead of making their own individual meals
for their patrol, we had a barbeque. The Scouts devoured
their tasty burgers and hot dogs, each of them satisfying
their growling stomachs. But, that was not all. After
everyone finished eating and cleaned the campsite through
a police line, the campfire began. Each patrol prepared
skits or songs to act out for the other patrol’s
entertainment and laughter. After all the wild skits full of
energy, senior patrol calmed all the scouts down and got
them ready to hit the hay by playing “Wish You Were Here”
by Pink Floyd. As the embers of the campfire died down,
the scouts once again went back to their campsites,
unzipped their tents, and climbed into their cozy sleeping
bags.

The next morning was quick and short. The scouts
ready to leave made a quick breakfast and then packed all
their stuff together. All the patrols picked up all their trash
in their campsites with another police line, and got into
each other’s cars, putting an end to our troop outing to Sam
McDonald Park.

they shot a whole round of skeet. The day ended on
a high note; all of the scouts had a really good time
and 3 of the scouts passed the merit badge. This was
a very exciting trip and if you get a chance to go on
the next one, you should.

On the 8th of January, a small group of about 10 people
embarked on a 25 mile cycling trip down to Alviso and
back. We started at the Scout House around 9 AM, and then
biked down to Shoreline. We biked for about twelve miles
down the Shoreline trail until we arrived at Alviso. While
biking, we got to enjoy the beautiful scenery the bay lands
had to offer. We saw all sorts of wildlife, ranging from
grasses to egrets. Since we set a good pace, we arrived at
Alviso at around 10:30. We rested there, had a snack, and
read an interesting sign about the wildlife of the bay
lands. Then, before we started our trip back home (and
some people considered this the best part of the trip) we
stopped at a taco stand and ate some very inexpensive yet
tasty tacos. After filling up our tummies, we headed back to
Palo Alto and arrived at around 12:30 PM, completing the 25
mile trip.

Winter Cycling
By Matt Stauss
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Rock Fishing Trip
By Logan Mendenhall

The Rock Fishing trip is a trip of a lifetime that must
be done next year. First we drove to butano state
park where we broke camp and had an awesome
campfire of skits, songs, and smores. Then in the
very early morning we woke up and started packing.
Everywhere you looked you saw a raccoon sniffing
any pack you had left outside. I have never seen so
many raccoons at once! After we were done packing
we drove to Pillar Point Harbor in Half Moon Bay
were boarded the Huli Cat. We went out into the
water and were briefed on it was going to work.
There rods lined up around the entire ship with
holsters to support it when you reel in the fish. Also
there are bags for all the fish you catch. The first
time the boat stopped and we all put our rods in
only a few caught some fish but our captain still had
high hopes. Over the course of the day kids were
reeling in fish too fast to count.  There was always
the secret contest between the scouts of who would
catch the biggest fish. Well towards the end of the
day is when it happened. Nathan Saul put his line in
and reeled up a 24 inch lincod that had razor sharp

Sugar Bowl Ski Trip
By Justin Zhang

On the Friday afternoon of January 28, 1st years to senior
scouts, tenderfoots to lifes, were all packed and psyched
for the annual trip up to Truckee. Yes, it was once again
the Troop 57 ski trip up to sugar bowl.

The Troop’s ski trip is one of its most unique
outings during the year. For instance, there is no tenting
outside or cooking food, but instead is more similar to
camp; there are beds to sleep on INSIDE along with food
that is made for you.

Not long after the grueling yet worthwhile trip up
to Tahoe, the rays of Saturday morning began to wake
scouts up. As soon as they were awake, Scouts began
tidying up their stuff, making lunch for the slope (which
many of us forgot to eat), and eating breakfast. In just 2
hours, all of our scouts had finished their jobs and were
ready to hit the slopes.

Before hitting the slopes however, our Scout
Lead/Senior Patrol Leader Simon Fox called for a meeting
to establish some safety guidelines with the scouts. Simon
had actually been rescued by the ski patrol after getting
lost the previous year, so needless to say many adults and
scouts found it amusing. But all everything needed to be

teeth. There was a reasonable second place with a
20 inch Vermilion which I happened to catch but it
wasn’t big enough. Then on our last stop all the
lines went in and were tangled up so bad that
everyone was in the mess. When the deckhand
pulled the lines up a shark came to the surface
tangled in everyone’s lines so the deckhand cut
them. When it was time to go back to harbor every
scout with a grin on their face sat down and waited
for their fish to be cleaned. When we got back to
harbor we thanked the crew and drove home to eat

announced was announced and everyone went off to ski.
The snow on the slopes Saturday was almost perfect; there
seemed to be a perfect about of powder and snow. Scouts
spent hours shredding down greens, blues, and blacks while
enjoying every single moment of it. In fact, the weather
was so nice that one scout (Greg Dunn) even decided to
wear only a t-shirt and a pair of jeans while skiing. When
lunchtime came along, scouts all met back up at the Judah
Lodge for a nice appetizing lunch and refreshing break.
Afterwards, scouts continued plowing through the slopes
until the final lift had closed.

Sunday’s weather and terrain were a completely
different story. In the middle of the night as the scouts
slept, the clouds decided to snow…a lot. This time the
Sugar Bowl’s slopes were covered with at least 2 feet of
snow. However even with this new challenge, many scouts
also had a fantastic time Sunday even if it involved falling
down quite a few times.

The Troop 57 ski trip has always been a great outing
that scouts seem to enjoy; this year was not an exception.
There were some minor difficulties during the trip with a
scout injuring himself and having to sit out for the rest of
the day, however even he had a good time relaxing in a hot
tub Saturday evening. Thanks to the wisdom of senior scouts
and the enthusiasm of younger ones, everyone will now be
counting the days until the next ski trip of 2012.

Brent Schroeder
and Grant Harmon
setting up their
boards

Continued on page 4
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and glow. Dozens of stars lit the sky and constellations
ran from one side to the other. Thanks to Simon Fox, we
were able to identify many of the constellations up in the
sky like The Summer Triangle, Cassiopeia, The Big Dipper,
and much more.

By the time dawn had struck the sky the next
day, many of the scouts were already lighting the stove
and getting ready for breakfast. Because of such an early
rise, the troop managed to head out of camp much earlier
than expected and even had time for a detour to Goat
Rock.

At this quick stop by Goat Rock, scouts decided to
test out their skills of bouldering. Without any rope, the
young and adventurous scouts of Troop 57 scaled the
boulders of Goat Rock and it was from there that they
saw the height of their ascent.

Not long after leaving Goat Rock, Troop 57
arrived back to the parking lot. Troop 57 had a wonderful
time during the backpacking trip and it had also been a
knowledgeable outing because of the trivial like
constellations, and the experience of backpacking itself.
Without a doubt, this was quite the backpacking trip.

Scout Motto:
Be Prepared

Scout
Slogan:

Do A Good
Turn Daily

At the Mount Man Rendezvous this year Troop 57
scouts got to take a trip back in time to the days of the fur
trade and black powder rifles. Scouts enjoyed many fun,
mountain man related activities, such as hawk-throwing,
metal-smiting, black powder rifle-shooting, trapping,
sawing, archery, candle making, horseback-riding, rope-
making, and many more including a great history lesson.
We drove up Friday the fifteenth of October to the small
town of Boulder Creek CA where nearby the rendezvous
was held. We arrived around mid-day and pitched tents at
the Cubland camps site, enjoying the perfect weather that
would last all weekend long. We started the next day,
after a breakfast of burritos, at the opening flag ceremony
followed by a day of scattering around the site
experiencing all the great activities, cut short in the
middle by lunch, and then more activities. We enjoyed a
great steak dinner cooked by the ASMs, and then attended
a closing campfire with the whole of the camp. We woke
in the morning, and ate a breakfast of bagels and
sausages, and then the sad time came, when we had to
leave, and we said goodbye to the weekend with a long
drive home on Sunday.the delish rock fish that we all caught. Like I said it’s

not every day you get to go deep sea fishing as a scout
but the rock fishing trip gives you a choose of whether
you want to have to fun on your weekend or if you
want to sit home and play your xbox.

Rock Fishing from page 3

Santa Cruz Backpacking from page 1

Mountain Man
By Jack Stephenson
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Mt. Tam was amazing this year! About twenty Scouts met at the
Scout House on a cloudy, chilly morning at 7:30 before heading
out. On the way up, we were surprised by the lack of fog in San
Francisco. We arrived at Mt. Tam at around 8:30, and set off on
our hike shortly after. As soon as we started our trek up to the
top, the sun came out, warming us up and causing us to discard
our jackets. While on the way up, we stopped various times to
look at the gorgeous views over San Francisco, the Bay, and the
ocean. After enjoying a brief snack and discussing the
surrounding wildlife, we continued our hike to the top. The hike
was a great bonding experience, and many of us got to know one
another better. We reached the top around noon, and proceeded
to have lunch. We took many group photos, talked, laughed, and
enjoyed the phenomenal views from the top. After spending a
good half-hour at the top, we headed back down the
mountain. On the way down, we spent more time socializing, and
we stopped by the old mine-tracks (I think that's what they were)
and read some information on their use in the past. We walked at
a leisurely pace, and talked and laughed merrily all the way
down. We got to the bottom of the mountain at around 3, and
were home by 4:30. Overall, it was a great experience, and I
strongly recommend going to Mt. Tam if you get the chance. It's
also a Rim of the Bay hike, so you can earn a patch for your
uniform!

Tomales Bay Kayaking
By Jason Ballard

On September 12, 2010, a group of twenty-six adults and scouts went
on an eleven mile canoe trip on the Russian River in Sonoma County.
The day included perfect sun, warm weather, and great swimming.
Before hitting the river, the group was taught the basic canoeing strokes
by one of the outfitters. During the first leg of the trip, the group
paddled for five miles and then stopped for lunch at a small beach. After
lunch, the group completed the next six miles down the river. At the
final 1 ½ miles several of the scouts jumped into the water and swam
for most of the final leg. During one of the rest breaks many of the
scouts swamped others canoes as a joke. Overall the group had a very
fun and very exciting time.

blah

The people there were Jason Ballard, Ethan Markowitz, Thorin
Haussecker, Alex Markosian, Ryan Dempsey, Edward Chen, Brennan
Mast, Tom and Sandy Crammond, Everett Gee, Thomas Rasmussen.
The ASM’s include Mr. Markowitz, Mr. Gee Mr. Haussecker, and Mr.
Mast. It was a two-hour drive to Tomales bay and once we got
there we had a load of fun. First we kayaked across the bay and
looked at all of the beautiful scenery and wildlife.

When we got there, we set up camp, put our stuff away,
and went outside and played on the beach. Half of the group went
on a hike up the mountain to get a great view of the bay and the
rest of us had kayak wars and seaweed fights. Then we set up and
cooked dinner as the mist came rolling in on the bay. Later that
night we roasted marshmallows and ate cooked oysters from all the
oyster companies along the bay. The next day we setup and cooked
breakfast while looking at the beautiful sunrise. After breakfast we
packed up and waited on the beach for the motor boat to come
pick up our stuff. Then we got in our kayaks and rowed across the
bay back to where all the other kayaks were.

The trip was a great experience and you should come if
you can next year. It was a great way to get in a night of camping
and the water there was cold and filled with wildlife. The cooking
was great and the oysters were awesome. The views are definitely
worth it and the kayaking will be new and fun to a lot of people.
Overall, you should all go on this trip because it is awesome and a
very cool experience.

Russian River Canoeing
By Walker Ritchie

Mt. Tamalpais
By Matt Stauss


