
1 
 

                        TTRROOOOPP  5577  TTIIMMEESS  
June 2009 

 

1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, CA 94301 • troop57.net 

MEMORIAL DAY 
By Albert Lin-Troop Scribe 

 
Lim 

Scouts plant flags in Golden Gate Cemetery  

 

Every year on Memorial Day 

weekend, Troop 57 joins dozens of 

Boy and Girl Scout troops from 

around the Bay Area in Golden Gate 

National Cemetery in San Francisco 

to commemorate the lives and 

service of the men and women who 

have served in the United States 

Armed Forces.   

This year, a great turnout 

from Troop 57, along with some 

local Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts, 

arrived at the Scout House at seven 

in the morning. After the traditional 

breakfast of doughnuts, we split up into 

cars and headed out for San Francisco. 

The weather in Palo Alto had been clear, 

so we were hoping that for once the 

weather at the Cemetery would be nice. 

Unfortunately, it was not to be, as the 

notorious San Francisco fog enshrouded 

the entire northern end of the 

peninsula.  

We arrived at the cemetery and 

found parking amongst the many cars 

already there.    
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  SCOUTMASTER MOMENT 
This year has been a great year for Troop 57.  Probably the biggest event of the 

year has been that we brought 28 new scouts into the troop this year.  That led to us 

reestablishing six patrols and modifying the first year program to make it more patrol 

oriented.  This has been a success as you will see by the number of scouts who have 

achieved 1st class this year. Russell Poore, who runs our Board of Reviews, told me that 

we had almost double the number of Boards this year. 

We had some great outings.  This was the first year that we've had the fall troop 

campout at Memorial Park.  Historically, we've made a huge effort to go to Yosemite in 

the fall, and we'll return again, but we wanted to try something new and closer to Palo 

Alto.  To compensate for missing out on Yosemite, we had great early fall trips to Mt. 

Lassen over Labor Day and to the Russian River for canoeing.   We'll do that again this 

coming fall with trips to Mt. Lassen again and a backpacking trip to Desolation Widerness. 

In the spring, we made the traditional Pinnacles trip into an all-troop outing as well.  Both 

of these trips had seventy plus scouts in attendance.  In addition, there were many 

outings: most of the Rim of the Bay hikes, cycling, rock climbing, kayaking, backpacking in 

Big Sur, horseback riding, snow camping, skiing, and finally patrol outings of every kind. 

FROM THE SPL 
It's been an honor to serve as SPL for one of the oldest, most prestigious troops in the Bay Area. My assistants have been 

consistent in fulfilling their duties above and beyond the bare minimum and where would we be without the wisdom and 

guidance of our Scoutmasters Sandy Wilbourn and John Wookey? Of course, I have to thank the scouts for their 

cooperation during the meetings and enthusiasm for scouting but most of all, the patrol leaders. You guys came up with 

such innovative activities and not only that, you pulled them off perfectly. You made your calls and performed your tasks 

without fail and for that, I cannot thank you enough. Jasmaer Sandhu, you are inheriting the wheel of a well tuned 

supercar and I am confident that you will be driving circles around the other troops come time for Oljato, Scouting for 

Food, and Wreath Sales. Troop 57 has always been there for me throughout my years as a teenager and I hope that 

through my service as SPL, I have given something significant back. Once again, it has been an honor to be your SPL this 

past semester and I hope to see you all next year. 

-Senior Patrol Leader Michael Zhao 

The troop has made significant contributions to community service.  Projects included the traditional Scouting for 

Food where we delivered more food than any other troop or pack in the council.  We also participated in the Memorial 

Day gravesite decoration at Golden Gate National Cemetary.  I'll also point out just one of our recent Eagle projects, led by 

Erik Klingbeil, prepared 1,500 kits for caregivers of AIDS victims in Africa. I'll finish by saying a big thank you to all of you in 

the troop who have enriched my experience as scoutmaster. I took over at mid-year from Dave Olson, and the biggest 

pleasure of being scoutmaster has been all of the people in the troop who contribute their time and energy to run patrols, 

lead trips, plan community service, court of honors, etc.  Every time some task needed to be done, somebody volunteered 

to help. It's an honor to work with all of you.  I have a particular thank you to Dave who was scoutmaster 1st semester and 

mentored me as well as John Wookey who has served as 1st assistant scoutmaster this spring.  Every time I needed help 

or advice those two were there. This is going to be a busy summer in anticipation of next year. We've got another big class 

of incoming scouts (29), a great summer camp at Oljato coming up, and a crew of older boys going to Philmont.  See you 

next fall. 

-Scoutmaster Sandy Wilbourn 
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FISHING TRIP 
By Christian Wookey-Patrol 6 

Scouts from Troop 57 had 

a blast at the fishing trip this 

March. On March 8th, we endured 

the one-hour car ride up to Lake 

Chabot. After gearing up we, hiked 

of to find a good place to fish, 

after looking in a few spots, we 

found suitable bank in a shady 

spot. Some scouts went ahead of 

us to look for another spot.  

After a few hours, we 

realized the fish weren’t biting and 

it was time to set up camp. But 

the scouts who went ahead 

weren’t back! We called them, but 

their phone was dead. So, we sent 

someone to find them. They had 

tried to cut through bushes as a 

‘shortcut’ to the path, and their 

fishing lines got stuck. When they 

got back, we were relieved. 

After setting up camp, 

some of us tried to catch fish again. 

The path down to the lake was a 

bit confusing, but we made it, 

finally. We tried fishing again, but 

with no luck. So, for dinner we had 

a delicious meal of spaghetti, and 

then played ‘German Spotlight’ 

until it was time for bed. When we 

woke up in the morning, we had a 

quick breakfast, then we got in our 

cars and went home, each with 

memories of our own.  

 

  

Wookey 
Scouts pose for a group picture . 
      

Wookey 
Scouts wait for others to arrive.    
         

2009 SPRING TERM SCOUT LEADERS 
SPL- Michael Zhao 
ASPL- Conner Fitzgerald 
ASPL- Jack Scarpino 
Troop Scribe- Albert Lin 
Troop Guide- David Lim 
Patrol 1 
Scott K (PL), Brett B (S), Blade C (G) 
Patrol 2 
Luke P (PL), Clay C (S), Henry T (G) 
Patrol 3 
Tom L (PL), Alex M (S), Ryan D (G) 
Patrol 4 
Joey C (PL), Jack A (S), Ethan L (G) 
Patrol 5 
Grant H (PL), Gregory D (S), Brent S (G) 
Patrol 6 
Sam D (PL), Christian W (S), Simon F (G) 
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PINNACLES 
By Clay Carey-Patrol 2 

On the weekend of 

February 7-8, our troop went on a 

trip to Pinnacles National Park. All 

6 patrols were present, and we 

had lots of fun. The first morning, 

we drove up and set up the tents.  

Once we were settled in, 

we got to pick which of three hikes 

we wanted to go on. The choices 

were 10 mile, 10 mile Shalom Peak, 

or 5 mile. On my hike, the 10 mile, 

we went through caves with 

running water, and hiked up to the 

peak of the mountain.  

We had fun while looking 

at all of the wildlife around, as 

well as socializing with fellow 

scouts. The weather was perfect 

for hiking: sunny and warm. We 

got home exhausted and ready to 

eat a delicious dinner. Each patrol 

had their separate dinners, and 

each one was gourmet. That night 

we had a campfire with some 

great skits by each patrol. We 

went to bed exhausted and very 

soon the whole camp was asleep. 

The next morning we had a hearty 

breakfast for each of the patrols. 

After filling up on breakfast we 

played some games as well as 

finished up some first year 

requirements. Once we were done 

with those, we packed up the 

tents and swept the campsite. We 

then left thinking about the great 

trip we had just finished.  

  HORSEBACK RIDING 
By Gregory Dunn-Patrol 5 

The horseback riding trip 

was a trip about adaptability. The 

original plan was to do an 

overnight trip, leaving Saturday, 

returning Sunday. On the trip 

were Jack Scarpino, Gregory Dunn, 

David Lim, Albert Lin, Thomas 

Rasmussen, Eric Dunn and Garry 

Lim.  Everyone on the trip was 

apprehensive, due to the storms 

forecasted for the weekend. Our 

fears were confirmed when the 

stable canceled the overnight 

thanks to the fierce 

thunderstorms and snow during 

the night that would have been 

our campout. Therefore, we opted 

for a two hour day trip on 

horseback the next day. We left, 

and after a short drive, arrived in a 

picturesque setting, where we 

were given an introduction to the 

horses, saddles and controlling the 

horses.  We then mounted up, and 

were on our way. Although it was 

quite cold and windy, there was 

no rain. 

Carey 
Scouts around a campfire. 
 

Carey 
On the trail 

Carey 
Cooking dinner in camp. 

Dunn 
Mr. Lim takes a picture. 
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 We traveled to a fire road, 

and then crossed a bridge. We 

then followed the fire road on the 

other side of the bridge for about 

two miles, riding along a river, 

single file.  We were able to glance 

at the beautiful scenery without 

needing to walk, for a simple kick 

to the horse allowed for almost 

effortless movement. (Of course, 

tuning out was not completely 

possible, for the horses fancied a 

bite of grass or a drink of water, 

and thus had to be monitored,) 

 After reaching a turn in 

the road, we turned back, passing 

a pack of Cub scouts, reminding 

them of what they are to become.  

We then forded a river, and 

returned to the stables. After a 

dismount and brief rest, we 

loaded back into the car and 

headed home.   

 

MEMORIAL DAY (CONT.) 
 We went to the check-in 

desk to get our pokers- tools with 

metal spikes that are used to 

make holes in front of the 

tombstones to put flags in. We 

then attended the opening 

ceremony, along with hundreds of 

other people and scouts from all 

over the region. The big flag on 

the top of the hill overlooking the 

entire cemetery was raised to the 

national anthem, and then 

lowered to half mast.  

 After the opening 

ceremony we went to work. Being 

a large troop, Troop 57 was 

assigned three territories, which 

we shared with several smaller 

groups. We split up into two to 

three person teams, with one 

poker per team. As we worked, we 

glanced at the inscriptions on each 

stone- an admiral here, a private 

there, an artilleryman or a fighter 

pilot. Some had fought in the 

Spanish-American War, some had 

served in World War I, World War 

II, Korea or Vietnam. In some way, 

in some time, every one of the 

150,000 people interred in the 

cemetery had served the United 

States, and each flag we planted 

honored their service.  

 By 10:30 we had finished 

our section due to the large 

number of people we had working. 

Tired and cold, we got into our 

cars and headed out, proud of the 

job we had accomplished and 

ready to come back again next 

year.  

 

  

Dunn 
Getting horses Dunn 

Fording the river! 

Lim 
Albert, Greg and David planting flags. 

Lim 
Group picture. 
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MANRESA BEACH 
By Brett Bader-Patrol 1 

On Saturday, April 25-26th, 

8 scouts/ASM’s set off on the 

Patrol 1 outing.  We left early 

Saturday morning and headed off 

to Manresa beach, which is along 

the coast between Santa Cruz and 

Monterey Bay. After a two-hour 

drive, we took our time setting up 

camp a close distance to the 

beach.  Our campsite was shielded 

from any wind by a series of trees.   

The scouts wanted to get 

their bearings and to take a look at 

the scenery around the campsite, 

so we decided to take a hike to 

check out the area.  It was a nice 

hike with some good views of the 

ocean as well as the massive bluffs 

along the way.  After the hike, 

everyone was anxious to go to the 

beach.  It was a clear, warm day 

and had just enough breeze to fly 

kites.  Mr. Kleckner assisted the 

scouts showing them how to set-

up and correctly fly the kites as 

well as how to make them do cool 

flips.  Others played along the 

water’s edge for an hour or so.  

We walked back to our campsite 

after a good two hours of playing 

around the beach.   

Once we got back, it was 

time for the older scouts to sit 

down with some of the 1st year 

scouts and work on skills which 

included reviewing knots and 

sharpening hatchets.  In between 

the skills session and dinner, we 

played catch with the football and 

frisbees, having loads of fun.   

With lots of scout 

participation later that evening, 

we had a tasty spaghetti dinner 

along with a caesar salad and 

drinks.  Soon after eating, we 

bundled up as the sun was going 

down and it got a little chilly.  We 

made a great fire and sat down to 

have a wonderful dessert of 

s’mores with loads of chocolate 

and marshmallows.  They tasted 

delicious and hit the spot.  We 

talked around the campfire for a 

while as we ate and had a good 

time getting to know each other 

better.  After finishing up, we put 

out the fire, got ready for bed, and 

crawled into our sleeping bags.  

Multiple scouts peered out of 

their tents with their eyes gazing 

up at the sky which was lit with 

millions of stars.  Every once in a 

while there would be a shooting 

star that we’d catch a glimpse of. 

 The following morning, we 

ate pancakes, sizzling bacon, and 

garlic bread (leftover from dinner).  

After finishing the tasty breakfast 

and having full stomachs, we 

packed up and ran a police line.  

Once we were on the road 

heading home, many scouts 

caught up on their sleep. 

 For future patrol trips, I 

would highly recommend this trip 

or any trip to a beach for any 

scout interested in adventure and 

fun.  The weather, food, activities 

and friendship were terrific.  

  

Kleckner 
Garry flying a kite.      

Kleckner 
Scott helping Jack practice knots.       
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MISSION PEAK 
By Jack Anderson-Patrol 4 

The trip to the summit of 

Mission Peak was one of the best 

and most fun hikes I have ever 

been on. It all started when all the 

Boy scouts and Webelos met at 

the scout house at 8:00 on a cool 

morning. Once we had all the car 

plans figured out it was about 8: 

20 and we all got in our cars to go 

on the 20-minute car trip over to 

Fremont where Mission Peak is. 

When we got there we decided to 

split into three groups, a Fast 

Group, a Medium group, and a 

slow group, which mostly 

consisted of Webelos. 

We all left at different 

times and had different speeds. 

While hiking up a gentle slope that 

was very curvy, we had beautiful 

views and we even saw some very 

large cows grazing and resting in 

the shade. We kept going up more 

and more for about two and a half 

miles until we reached a part of 

the mountain called the saddle, 

which was steeper than the rest of 

the path and was very rocky. 

Eventually we reached the summit 

where we all ate lunch and rested 

up for the hike down. Once 

everyone had finished lunch and 

was fully rested we decided to 

split into two groups, one that 

would go down the faster steeper 

part of the trail or go down the 

same way we went up.  

I was in the group that 

went the faster steeper way down 

so I will write about that. We 

started down and it was pretty 

steep going but it was very 

manageable. After a long time like 

this we eventually got to the hard 

part: about 100 yards at an 

incredibly steep angle. It took us a 

while to get down but eventually 

we did. After that it was about a 

quarter of a mile of almost flat 

ground to the parking lot and it 

turned out that we arrived at 

almost the same exact time as the 

other group. This hike definitely 

left everyone that went on it 

ready to rest and it also kept us all 

in shape. It was one of the 

highlights of this spring semester 

in Troop 57.  

 

  

Anderson 
Group picture at the summit. 

Anderson 
On the trail 
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Monterey 
By Alex Markosian-Patrol 3 

 On April 18th and 19th, 
Patrol 3 went down to the 
Monterey area to have some fun 
and to celebrate the end of the 
year. The outing was well planned, 
in that the leaders assigned jobs to 
everyone for each job that needed 
to be done, such as meal cooking 
and clean-up. We all had a great 
time. 

 
 The first place we went to 
was Sunset Beach, in Monterey, 
California.  After we set up camp, 
we went down to the beach and 
built sandcastles, threw a ball 
around, and took walks. We then 
did several easy short hikes in the 
hills right by the beach at Point 
Lobos, where we had a great view 
of the water, and the scenery was 
beautiful. For dinner that night, 
Tom, Edward, and Walker grilled 
burgers and chicken strips, and 
Thomas and I cooked berry 
cobbler in our Dutch oven. No 
food was left uneaten! 

 
 For Sunday breakfast, we 
had the usual bacon, oatmeal, and 
pancakes. The patrol then packed 
into the cars and drove down to 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
There, we saw lots of cool marine 
wildlife and learned all about 
them. Overall, this outing was 
about having fun, doing something 
as a group, and we accomplished 
just that. Because the first years 
had already completed their skills, 
there was no focus on 
advancement.  
 

 
Hiking                             Markosian 
 

 
Seals                               Markosian 
 

 Ocean                             Markosian 
 

 

 


