
Meeting of the Ithaca Town Board 
Monday, February 9, 2015 at 5:30p.m. 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Report of Tompkins County Legislature and Ithaca Common Council 

3. Report of the Board of Fire Commissioners 

4. Persons to be Heard and Board Comments 
a. Review of Elected Positions for the Fall Election 

5. Supervisor's 2014 Report and Outlook for 2015 

6. Departmental Annual Reports 

7. 5:30p.m. Public Hearing regarding a proposed local law "Authorizing a Monetary Gift to the 
City of Ithaca to Support Cass Park and Stewart Park Recreational Facilities" 
a. Consider adoption 

8. Consider authorizing the Town Supervisor to sign the contract associated with the Route 96B 
Pedestrian Study Grant 

9. Discuss and consider resolution of standardization for the purchase of a Caterpillar, Inc. mini 
excavator 

10. Consider disposition of surplus/unusable trailer 

11. Consider a Resolution of Appreciation for Kristine Shaw- Conservation Board 

12. Discuss and Consider Authorization for Supervisor to sign a contract with Chiang & O'Brien 
for Phase II of the renovations to the front offices of Town Hall 

13. Discuss and consider reimbursement for a portion of the watermain installation along Danby 
Rd associated with the Longview Patio Homes project 

14. Consider an order setting a public hearing for the proposed sewer improvement "Influent 
Building and Dewatering System Sewer Improvement at the Ithaca Area Wastewater 
Treatment Facility and establishing the Town of Ithaca Influent Building and Dewatering 
System Sewer Improvement Area, Subject to Permissive Referendum 

15. Consider Authorization for the Town Supervisor to sign a contract for an additional provider 
of legal services 

16. Consider Consent Agenda Items 
a. Approval of Town Board Minutes of January 12, 2015 
b. Town of Ithaca Abstract 
c. Bolton Point Abstract 
d. Approval of Records Management Yz Day- 2/27/2015 



e. Ratify appointment of Senior Account Clerk Typist - Bolton Point 
f. Approval of Disposition List - Records Management 

17. Reports of: 
a. Town Officials 

i. Aerator for Trumansburg Rd water tank 
ii. Update on PW equipment 

iii. Pine Tree Rd Pedestrian Walkway Update 
iv. TCOOG/CDRC training being offered 
v. Lake View Cemetery Update 

b. Town Committees 
i. Report from Economic Development Committee- Inlet Valley Meeting 

c. Intcrmunicipal Committees 

18. Review of Correspondence 

Adjournment 



TOWN OF ITHACA 
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING AND PUBLICATION 

I, Paulette Terwilliger, being duly sworn, say that I am the Town Clerk of the Town of Ithaca, 
Tompkins County, New York that the following notice has been duly posted on the sign board of 
the Town Clerk of the Town of Ithaca and the notice has been duly published in the official 
newspaper, Ithaca Journal: 

0 ADVERTISEMENT 
0 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
0 NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 
0 NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF PUBLIC INTEREST ORDER 

Local Law Authorizing a Monetary Gift to the City of Ithaca to 
Support Cass Park and Stewart Park Recreational Facilities 

Location of Sign Board Used for Posting: 
Town Clerk's Office 
215 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

Date of Posting: 1/29/2015 
Date of Publication: 2/2/2015 

.~~7--
Paulette Terwil liger 
Town Clerk 

STATE OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF TOMPKINS) SS: 
TOWN OF ITHACA) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me thisa_ J day of 

2 u1s CUI &(f , 2015. 

/7)Ahf!L:Jb) 
~Publi~~ 

Debra DeAuglst lne 
Notary Public- State of New York 

No. 01DE6H 8035 
Qualified in Tompkins County 
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(/ 
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Meeting of the Ithaca Town Board 
Monday, February 9, 2015 at 5:30p.m. 

Minutes 

Board Members Present: Herb Engman, Supervisor; Bill Goodman, Deputy Town Supervisor; 
Pat Leary, Tee-Ann Hunter, Eric Levine, Rich DePaolo, and Rod Howe 

Staff Present: Bruce Bates, Director of Code Enforcement; Judy Drake, Director of Human 
Resources; Susan Ritter, Director of Planning; Mike Solvig, Director of Finance; Paulette 
Terwilliger, Town Clerk; Jim Weber, Highway Superintendent and Susan Brock, Attorney for the 
Town 

Agenda Item 1 Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
Meeting was called to order at 5:34p.m. 

Agenda Item 2 Report of Tompkins County Legislature and Ithaca Common Council 

Agenda Item 3 Report of the Board of Fire Commissioners 

Mr. Gilligan reviewed his written report. Calls were slightly up in 2014 but the expenditures 
came in approximately $100,000 under budget for 2014. He noted that the department has 
applied for a grant to cover replacement of the Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
equipment which is valued at $500,000. 

Mr. Engman questioned the statement regarding purchasing a fire truck this year, noting that 
the Town was not informed or expecting this expense and did not consider it for our 2015 
budget. Mr. Gilligan thought it was due to increased maintenance costs on the truck in 
question and he would get more details and report back. 

Agenda Item 4 Persons to be Heard and Board Comments 
Review of Elected Positions for the Fall Election 

Mr. Engman read the following statement: 

I am officially announcing that I will not be a candidate again for town supervisor. This decision 
is not a result of any dissatisfaction with the Town or the job itself. Rather, it is because of the 
following: 

1. It's a good time to leave. The Town is in excellent shape financially. Old debts have 
been collected. Grants are flowing in, including current ones for the 968 study, 
Community Forestry, Sustainability, Cayuga Lake Watershed Update, form-based 
zoning and a pending one for the Inlet Valley Cemetery. The Comprehensive Plan is 
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complete and new zoning being planned. The Town has a sound staff and a stable 
Town Board. 

2. Personal reasons 
It's time to give others a chance. I don't believe in term limits, but I believe elected officials 
should limit their terms. Also, I have held jobs constantly for well over a half century and have 
had high levels of responsibility for over 40 years. I want a break from all that and to rest, 
travel, volunteer, foster hobbies and see what else life has to offer. I don't rule out other 
elected office in the future. I am most appreciative of the support of staff and the Town Board 
for the past seven years (11 if my 4-year Town Board term is included) and I look forward to 
continued collaboration over the next ten months to meet the needs of the Town residents. 

With our strong staff, hard-working boards and committees, and overall dedication to the 
people of the Town, each of us should be able to, in Mario Cuomo's words, " .. .find your own 
individual fulfillment in the success of the community." 

Mr. Engman announced that he will not be seeking reelection this year. Mr. Goodman 
announced that he will be running for the Supervisor's seat and Eric Levine announced that he 
will be running again. Mr. Howe was not ready to declare so that leaves at least one 
anticipated vacancy. 

Agenda Item 5 Departmental Annual Reports - Attached 

Agenda Item 6 Supervisor's 2014 Report and Outlook for 2015 {Inserted) 

SUPERVISOR'S 2014 REPORT AND 2015 OUTLOOK 

Mario Cuomo, a huge baseball fan, in an interview for Ken Burn's Baseball series, was quoted as 
saying "You find your own good in the good of the whole. You find your own individual 
fulfillment in the success of the community." One of the reasons I am so happy with the 
completion of the Town of Ithaca Comprehensive Plan in 2014 is that it is a product of the 
community. The community surveys and public meetings contributed greatly to the 
deliberations of the Comprehensive Plan Committee and to the decision of the Town Board. 
Not everyone agrees with everything in the plan, but everyone had an opportunity to be 
involved. Staff prepared a beautiful plan and I urge both staff and board members to keep a 
copy handy for reference. 

Since staff has prepared annual reports for 2014, I will not attempt to duplicate those, but 
rather mention a few vignettes that stand out in my mind: 

1. I visited Sand Bank Road several times while it was under construction. The 
challenges of terrain, drainage and subsurface rock were astonishing. The Public 
Works staff did a terrific job building a safer road and should be very proud of the 
final product. 
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2. An anonymous caller was distressed that a neighborhood home owner had turned a 
second house into an unofficial hotel introducing traffic, noise and strangers into the 
area. Eventually Bruce was able to convince the homeowner to give up the illegal 
business and sell the second house. The anonymous caller told me that the 
neighborhood had been saved and that while she had become convinced that there 
were no more heroes that Bruce Bates was one for what he had accomplished. 

3. While working on the Tompkins County Council of Governments' Shared Services 
Committee, one town supervisor stated that she wants to duplicate Mike Solvig's 
budget; that it is the best she had seen for town government. Another wanted to 
know if her town could share Judy Drake because of her skill in human resources (I 
said "NO"). These are but two examples of others outside the Town recognizing the 
talents of our staff. 

4. One of the strangest challenges in 2014 was the dilemma of Lake View Cemetery. 
Paulette Terwilliger took an early lead in helping the cemetery recover. She has also 
been a leader county-wide confronting the unfunded mandate of dog control. 

5. The Municity software took the time of a lot of staff in 2014 and Lisa Carrier-Titti 
helped greatly to transition staff to the new program. 

6. Nick Goldsmith took on an almost impossible task- serving both the City and Town 
of Ithaca- but has received plaudits for his work with both. 

7. Several Town Board members also took the initiative in various areas in 2014: Rich 
DePaolo with the TCCOG/Time-Warner Franchise Agreement, Tee-Ann Hunter with 
the lntermunicipal Organization, and Rod Howe with the Economic Development 
Committee. 

There were some disappointments in 2014: 
1. We were not able to create a new water rate schedule for Bolton Point that would 

reward lower water use. 
2. Labor negotiations have spilled over into 2015. 
3. Negotiations on a new fire contract with the City of Ithaca also have extended into 

2015. 
4. We were not able to create a dog enumeration system with the other six 

cooperating municipalities in Tompkins County. 
5. We could not negotiate the purchase of more road patrols in the Town due to cost 

2015 OUTLOOK 

Continuing issues that will take high priority in 2015 include: 
1. New union agreements that will bring the Town's pay rates and employees' health 

insurance contributions more in line with our peer governments. 
2. A new Fire Agreement with the City of Ithaca that will substantially reduce the 

nearly 50% bite of the Town's property tax levy. 
3. The decision whether to attempt to stay under the State's tax cap (freeze) which 

would require a substantial reduction in the tax levy over time. 
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4. A decision on the level of Town gifts to other governments and programs given our 
need for Town-specific projects and how to spread costs among all the 
municipalities that benefit. 

5. Continued collaboration with the City of Ithaca on the Chain Works project. 
6. Efforts to institutionalize our sustainability initiatives. 
7. Creation of plans for a sidewalk for Rte. 96B in the Town and using that model to 

approach needs along Rte. 96 and Rte. 79 while appreciating the beautiful new 
Hanshaw Road sidewalk completed in 2014. 

8. Creation of economic development strategies for the Town. 
9. Continued emphasis on housing affordability for middle-income residents in the 

Town. 
10. Mixed-use development in the East Hill Plaza area and the needed off-road 

walkway/bike path. 
11. Completion of the Black Diamond Trail and the Gateway Trail. 
12. Continued vigilance concerning the side effects of hydrofracking while savoring the 

victory of a ban throughout New York State. 
13. Completion of the collection of past debts from other municipalities. 
14. Increased emphasis on excellent service to the public. 
15. Perhaps most of all, focused work on the new zoning based on our Comprehensive 

Plan. 

Item moved up to accommodate representatives present. 
Agenda Item 18 Discuss and consider reimbursement for a portion of the watermain 
installation along Danby Rd associated with the Longview Patio Homes project 

Mark Macera, Executive Director of longview and Noel Desch, former Town Supervisor were 
present to answer any questions. 

Mr. Engman Mr. Weber and the representatives provided brief histories of the item, noting that 
this went through a number of Public Works Committee meetings and a Town Board meeting 
and the watermain location and installation during the Patio Homes Project was beneficial to 
our residents and saved the town money. 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 016: Authorize Reimbursement to Longview for installation of a 
Watermain along Danby Road (968) 

Whereas the replacement of a watermain along a section of Danby Rd was in the Town's 5-Year 
Capital Project plan, and 

Whereas the longview Patio Project required the improvement of water supply to the site and 
the Public Works Committee, longview and the Town Board discussed the possible installation 
of a watermain along Danby Rd associated with the Patio Homes project during a number of 
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meetings and agreed that it would benefit the Town's residents to support the installation of 
that section of the watermain at this time and contribute towards the installation, and 

Whereas the Town has received a request from Longview dated January 23, 2015 for 
reimbursement for a portion of the costs for the installation and the Town Highway 
Superintendent has reviewed the details of the request and agrees the amount requested is fair 
and equitable to the amount conceptually saved by the town towards its future watermain 
replacement, and 

Whereas the Town Board has determined that the project benefited the town residents, now 
therefore be it 

Resolved that the Town Board hereby authorizes the payment of $10,491.00 for the Town's 
portion of the watermain installation along Danby Rd (9GB} as requested. 

Moved: Rich DePaolo Seconded: Rod Howe 
Vote: Ayes- DePaolo, Howe, Hunter, Leary, Levine, Engman and Goodman 

Agenda Item 7 Public Hearing regarding a proposed local law "Authorizing a Monetary 
Gift to the City of Ithaca to Support Cass Park and Stewart Park Recreational Facilities" 

Mr. Engman opened the public hearing at 6:07 p.m. There was no one wishing to address the 
board and the hearing was closed. 

Mr. DePaolo asked about the term "gift" and then having terms like "in exchange for'' because 
a gift is something given without exchange for anything. Ms. Brock responded that the amount 
of the benefit may be less than the amount the Town wants to pay for the support of the parks 
so the difference between the two is the "gift." 

It was decided that this would be added to the Organizational meeting list of contract approvals 
if it continues to be budgeted for during that process. 

TB Resolution No. 2015-017: Adopt Local Law 1 of 2015 entitled "Authorizing a Monetary 
Gift to the City of Ithaca to Support Cass Park and Stewart Park Recreational Facilities" 

Whereas, the Town Board discussed the need for monetary support for the Cass Park and 
Stewart Park Recreational Facilities during its budget process, and 

Whereas, the Town Board approved the support and budgeted for the amount in its adopted 
2015 Town of Ithaca Budget, and 

Whereas, according to New York State Municipal Home Rule a local law must be adopted to 
authorize the Town to make a gift to another municipality, now therefore be it 
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Resolved, that the Town Board hereby adopts Local Law 1 of 2015 entitled "A LOCAL LAW 
AUTHORIZING A MONETARY GIFT TO THE CITY OF ITHACA TO SUPPORT CASS PARK AND STEWART 
PARK RECREATIONAL FACILITIES". 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Eric Levine 
Vote: Ayes- Goodman, Levine, Hunter, Howe, Engman, Leary and DePaolo 

Mr. Goodman explained that minor changes were made to the MOU; a sentence regarding the 
percentages used to determine the amount of support was removed since they are outdated. 

T8 Resolution No. 2015-018: Approval and Authorization for the Town Supervisor to Execute 
a Memorandum of Understanding for Support of the City of Ithaca Cass Park and Stewart 
Park Recreational Facilities 

Whereas the Town Board approved the 2015 budget with monies for the support of the City of 
Ithaca Cass Park and Stewart Park Recreational Facilities, and 

Whereas the Town Board adopted Local Law 1 of 2015 entitled "A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A 

MONETARY GIFT TO THE CITY OF ITHACA TO SUPPORT CASS PARK AND STEWART PARK 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES" as required by New York State Municipal Home Rule to authorize the 
Town to make a gift to another municipality, now, therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Ithaca Town Board hereby approves and authorizes the Town Supervisor to 
execute a Memorandum of Understanding for support of the City of Ithaca Cass Park and 
Stewart Park Recreational Facilities. 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Eric Levine 
Vote: Ayes- Engman, DePaolo, Hunter, Levine, Goodman, Howe and Leary 

Agenda Item 8 Consider authorizing the Town Supervisor to sign the contract 
associated with the Route 968 Pedestrian Study Grant 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 019: Authorizing the Town Supervisor to execute a contract 
associated with the Pedestrian Corridor Study along State Route 968 as part of the Federal 
Aid Local Project (PIN 375591) 

Whereas, in January 2014 the Town Board agreed to accept funding from NYS Department of 
Transportation and authorized the Supervisor to execute the Federal Aid Local Project 
Agreement for the Pedestrian Corridor Study along State Route 968; and 

Whereas, following the NYSDOT's "Procedures for Locally Administered Federal Aid Project" 
manual, the Town has selected a consultant to perform services for this project; now, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved, that the Supervisor of the Town of Ithaca is hereby authorized to execute the 
contract associated with the Federal Aid Local Project, on behalf of the Town of Ithaca as part 
of the State Route 9GB Pedestrian Corridor Study project, subject to approval by the Attorney 
for the Town. 

Moved: Rich DePaolo Seconded: Rod Howe 
Vote: Ayes- DePaolo, Howe, Hunter, Leary, Levine, Goodman and Engman 

Agenda Item 9 Discuss and consider resolution of standardization for the purchase of a 
Caterpillar, Inc. mini excavator 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 020: Resolution of Standardization for Purchase of a "Mini 
Excavator" Manufactured by Caterpillar Inc. 

Whereas: the Town of Ithaca Public Works Department has identified the replacement of a 
"Backhoe" equipment within the 2015 Budget, and 

Whereas: currently there are two backhoes within the Town of Ithaca fleet, and 

Whereas: the Public Works Department of the Town of Ithaca, has assessed its needs and a 
Mini Excavator w.ould be more efficient and productive than a backhoe due to its smaller 
footprint, and there are other pieces of equipment that perform similar operations, and 

Whereas: the Public Works Department of the Town of Ithaca, presently owns a "Mini 
Excavator" manufactured by Caterpillar Inc. and has on hand several attachments and a supply 
of spare parts therefore, and 

Whereas: to purchase a different make of equipment would be inefficient and uneconomical 
since alternate attachments and additional parts would have to be purchased which would not 
be interchangeable with the one already on hand, and 

Whereas: the Caterpillar "Mini Excavator" is a unique piece of equipment utilized for water, 
sanitary sewer, stormwater/drainage, roadway, summer trail, and parks and grounds 
maintenance, and 

Whereas: the Public Works Committee discussed the fleet replacement modification 
substituting the mini excavator for the backhoe and recommended the replacement/purchase 
of a Caterpillar "Mini Excavator", now therefore be it 

Resolved: that for the reasons of efficiency and economy and pursuant to the authority 
conferred by Subdivision 5 of Section 103 of the General Municipal Law, it is determined by this 
Board that there is a need for standardization in the purchase of a Caterpillar "Mini Excavator" 
for the Town Public Works Department, and be it further 
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Resolved: that, pursuant to NY Highway Law§ 142, the Highway Superintendent/Director of 
Public Works be and he hereby is authorized to solicit a contract for the purchase of a 
Caterpillar "Mini Excavator" with the lowest responsive and responsible bidder after 
advertisement for sealed bids and public bidding in the manner provided by Section 103 of the 
General Municipal Law. 

Moved: Rod Howe Seconded: Rich DePaolo 
Vote: Ayes- Howe, DePaolo, Hunter, Engman, Goodman, Leary and Levine 

Agenda Item 10 Consider disposition of surplus/unusable trailer 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 021: Approval of disposition of a surplus/unusable 1993 Trailer (T7) 
from the Public Works Department 

Whereas, the Town of Ithaca has a 1993 Trailer (T7} that is not road worthy and is in disrepair; 
and 

Whereas, the Town of Ithaca Public Works Department currently has several useable trailers; 
now therefore be it, 

Resolved, the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca hereby declares the above-described 
equipment to be in permanent disrepair and no longer useable by the Town; and 

Further resolved, that the above described equipment be scrapped with the money from the 
sale going into the Cash Reserve-Highway Equipment (DB230) account. 

Moved: Tee Ann Hunter Seconded: Rod Howe 
Vote: Ayes - Hunter, Howe, Levine, Leary, DePaolo, Engman and Goodman 

Agenda Item 11 
Board 

Consider a Resolution of Appreciation for Kristine Shaw - Conservation 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 022: Resolution of Appreciation and Recognition of Service for 
Kristine Shaw 

Whereas, Kristine Shaw was appointed to the Town of Ithaca Conservation Board in March 
2009, and served as Chair of such board from January 2012 through 2013; and 

Whereas, Ms. Shaw submitted her resignation on said board effective December 31, 2014; and 

Whereas, Ms. Shaw has been a significant member of the board, who has devoted much 
personal time and energy to Conservation Board projects, including serving on the Richard B. 
Fischer Environmental Award Committee and the Communications Committee, as well as 
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serving as the Town's representative on the Tompkins County Environmental Management 
Council for several years; and 

Whereas, Ms. Shaw's education and background as an attorney and her passion for 
environmental concerns has been a valuable asset to the board; and 

Whereas, the Town of Ithaca is indebted to Ms. Shaw for her contributions and service to the 
town and its citizens in these capacities; 

Now, Therefore, Be It 

Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca, on behalf of the Town and its citizens, 
express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to Kristine Shaw for her dedicated and valuable 
service to our community. 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Rich DePaolo 
Vote: Ayes- Goodman, DePaolo, Engman, Howe, Hunter, Leary and Levine 

Agenda Item 12 Discuss and Consider Authorization for Supervisor to sign a contract 
with Chiang & O'Brien for Phase II of the renovations to the front offices of Town Hall 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 023: Authorizing the Town Supervisor to sign a contract with Chiang 
& O'Brien for Phase II of the Town Hall Front Offices remodeling p~oject 

Whereas, the Town Board approved the project and allocated funds in the 2015 Budget for the 
renovations/remodeling of the front offices at Town Hall, and 

Whereas, a contract has been prepared and submitted for approval for Phase II of the project 
which will include finalizing the concept into plans and specifications and the oversight of the 
project, now therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign the submitted 
contract for Phase II of the Town Hall Renovation- Front Offices project, subject to the 
approval of the Attorney for the Town. 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Rod Howe 
Vote: Ayes- Goodman, Howe, Engman, Leary, Levine and DePaolo Nays- Hunter 

Item 13 Moved up to after Item 7 

Agenda Item 14 Consider an order setting a public hearing for the proposed sewer 
improvement "Influent Building and Dewatering System Sewer Improvement at the Ithaca 
Area Wastewater Treatment Facility and establishing the Town of Ithaca Influent Building and 
Dewatering System Sewer Improvement Area, Subject to Permissive Referendum 
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TB Resolution No. 2015 - 024: Order Setting a Public Hearing Regarding a Proposed Sewer 
Improvement for the Town of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York, pursuant to Article 12-C of 
the Town Law, to be known as the Town of Ithaca Influent Building and Dewatering System 
Sewer Improvement at the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility, and establishing the 
Town of Ithaca Influent Building and Dewatering System Sewer Improvement Area 

Present: Herb Engman, Bill Goodman, Rich DePaolo, Eric Levine, Tee Ann Hunter, Rod Howe 
and Pat Leary 

Moved: Eric Levine Seconded: Rod Howe 

Whereas, a map, plan and report, including an estimate of cost, have been duly 
prepared in such manner and in such detail as has heretofore been determined by the Town 
Board of the Town of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York, relating to the establishment and 
construction, pursuant to Article 12-C of the Town Law, of sewer system improvements to be 
known and identified as the Town of Ithaca Influent Building and Dewatering System Sewer 
Improvement at the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility (the "Improvement"), to 
provide such sewer Improvement to the present Town sewer improvement, such sewer system 
Improvement to be jointly constructed and jointly owned by the Town of Ithaca, City of Ithaca 
and Town of Dryden, all of which are co-owners of the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, to serve a benefitted area in said Town of Ithaca to be known as the Town of Ithaca 
Influent Building and Dewatering System Sewer Improvement Area (the "Sewer Improvement 
Area"); and 

Whereas, said map, plan and report, including estimate of cost, were prepared by a 
competent engineer, duly licensed by the State of New York and have been filed in the office of 
the Town Clerk of said Town, where the same are available during regular office hours for 
examination by any person or persons interested in the subject matter thereof; and 

Whereas, the area of said Town determined to be benefited by said Improvement 
consists of the entire area of said Town excepting therefrom the area contained within the 
Village of Cayuga Heights, and 

Whereas, the Improvement proposed in connection with the establishment of the 
Sewer Improvement Area consists of the sewer improvements set forth below, and as more 
particularly shown and described in said map, plan and report presently on file in the office of 
the Town Clerk, at an initially determined maximum estimated cost to said Sewer Improvement 
Area of $2,575,440: 

The project will consist of improvements to the Influent Building and dewatering 
systems at the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility located at 525 Third Street in the City 
of Ithaca, including: 
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• Replacement of two existing screens with two new mechanically cleaned screens 
in the Influent Room, 

• Installation of screenings washers and compactors, 
• Installation of screenings handling equipment, 
• Installation of an odor control system, 
• Lighting replacements and improvements, 
• General maintenance and painting, 
• Improvements to the dewatering system with increased capacity 
• Installation of a new leachate reception and storage system for leachate 

reception, equalization, and controlled discharge into the treatment plant; and 

Whereas, said $2,575,440 maximum estimated cost, which is the cost of the project to 
be expended by the Town of Ithaca, shall be authorized to be paid, as follows: Ithaca Area 
Wastewater Treatment Facility co-owner City of Ithaca will issue bonds to pay for the City of 
Ithaca's share of the improvements at the Facility as well as for the Town of Ithaca's 
Improvement. The Town of Ithaca will not co-issue or be liable on the bonds. The Town of 
Ithaca will reimburse the City of Ithaca through a contract between the City of Ithaca and the 
Town of Ithaca. The Town of Ithaca's contractual payments to the City of Ithaca are proposed 
to be paid by expenditure of current revenues and surplus funds from sewer rents and charges 
to be assessed, levied upon and collected from the several lots and parcels of land within such 
Sewer Improvement Area, outside of any village, which the Town Board shall determine and 
specify to be especially benefited by the improvements; and 

Whereas, the Improvement has been determined to be a Type II Action pursuant to the 
regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated 
pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR), the implementation of which 
as proposed, said regulation provides will not result in a significant adverse environmental 
effect; it is Type II and not subject to review under SEQR for the following reasons: the 
Improvement includes the purchase of equipment; replacement in kind of piping on the same 
site; maintenance involving no substantial changes in an existing structure or facility; and 
construction of accessory non-residential structures or facilities involving less than 4,000 square 
feet of gross floor area and not involving a change in zoning or a use variance and consistent 
with local land use controls; and 

Whereas, it is now desired to call a public hearing for the purpose of considering said 
map, plan and report, including estimate of cost, and the providing of the Improvement, and to 
hear all persons interested in the subject thereof concerning the same, all in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 209-q of the Town law; 

Now, therefore, it is hereby ordered, by the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca, 
Tompkins County, New York, as follows: 
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Section 1. A public hearing shall be held by Town Board of the Town of Ithaca, 
Tompkins County, New York, at the Town Hall, 215 North Tioga Street, in Ithaca, New York, in 
said Town, on the 23rd day of February, 2015, at 4:30 o'clock P.M., Prevailing Time, to consider 
the aforesaid map, plan and report, including estimate of cost, and the question of providing 
the Improvement, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof concerning the 
same and to take such action thereon as is required by law. 

Section 2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a Notice of 
Public Hearing regarding the aforesaid Improvement to be published once in the official 
newspaper, and also to post a copy thereof on the town signboard maintained by the Town 
Clerk, not less than ten (10} nor more than twenty (20) days before the day designated for the 
hearing as aforesaid, all in accordance with the provisions of Section 209-q of the Town Law. 

Section 3. This Order shall take effect immediately. 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing Order was duly put to a vote on roll call, 
which resulted as follows: Herb Engman, aye; Bill Goodman, aye; Rich DePaolo, aye; Pat Leary, 
aye; Tee Ann Hunter, aye; Eric Levine, aye and Rod Howe, aye. 

The Order was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

Agenda Item 15 Consider Authorization for the Town Supervisor to sign a contract for an 
additional provider of legal services 

The Board approved changing the contract to cover any Town business, not just associated with 
the Planning Board and also to remove the Planning Board from the statement regarding 
cancelling services. 

TB Resolution No. 2015-025: Approval and Authorization for the Town Supervisor to Execute 
a Contract for Additional Legal Services 

Resolved, that the Ithaca Town Board hereby approves and authorizes the Town Supervisor to 
execute a contract for additional legal services, as needed, provided by Lorraine Moynihan
Schmitt 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Rich DePaolo 
Vote: Ayes- Engman, DePaolo, Hunter, Levine, Goodman, Howe and leary 

Agenda Item 16 Consider Consent Agenda Items 

TB Resolution 2015 - 026: Adopt Consent Agenda 
Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca hereby approves and/or adopts the 
following Consent Agenda items: 

a. Approval of Town Board Minutes of January 12, 2015 
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b. Town of Ithaca Abstract 
c. Bolton Point Abstract 

d. Approval of Records Management Yz Day- 2/27/2015 
e. Ratify appointment of Senior Account Clerk Typist- Bolton Point 
f. Approve Disposition List - Records Management 

Moved: Bill Goodman Seconded: Rich DePaolo 
Vote: Ayes- Goodman, DePaolo, Hunter, Leary, Engman, Levine and Howe 

TB Resolution 2015 -026a: Approval of Minutes of January 13, 2015 

Whereas, the draft Minutes of the January 13, 2015 meetings of the Town Board have been 
submitted for review and approval, now therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Town Board hereby approves the submitted minutes as the final minutes of 
the meeting January 13, 2015 of the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca. 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 026b: Town of Ithaca Abstract 

Whereas the following numbered vouchers have been presented to the Ithaca Town Board for 
approval of payment; and 

Whereas the said vouchers have been audited for payment by the said Town Board; now 
therefore be it 

Resolved that the governing Town Board hereby authorizes the payment of the said vouchers in 
total for the amounts indicated. 

VOUCHER NOS. 105- 176 
General Fund Town wide 39,740.57 
General Fund Part Town 17,754.09 
Highway Fund Part Town 66,348.42 
Water Fund 23,839.72 
Sewer Fund 16,406.32 
Christopher Circle Water Tank 6,032.00 
Risk Retention Fund 193.25 
Fire Protection Fund 148,511.20 
TOTAL 318,825.57 

TB Resolution No. 2015-026c: Bolton Point Abstract 
Whereas, the following numbered vouchers for the Southern Cayuga Lake lntermunicipal Water 
Commission have been presented to the governing Town Board for approval of payment; and 
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Whereas, the said vouchers have been audited for payment by the said Town Board; now, 

therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the governing Town Board hereby authorizes the payment of the said vouchers. 

Voucher Numbers: 13-57 
Check Numbers: 15730-15774 

Burdick Hill Tanks Project 
Capitallmpr/Repl Project 
Operating Fund 

TOTAL 
less Prepaid 

TOTAL 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

0 
0 

65£988.30 
65,988.30 
36,137.94 
29,850.36 

TB Resolution No. 2015- 026d: Approve Closing Town Hall for a Half Day for Records 

Management 

Whereas, the Records Management Officer and Supervisor's Advisory Committee have found it 
beneficial to close Town Hall for Records Management in order to cycle records into storage 
and prepare records for filing; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Town of Ithaca Town Board hereby approves closing Town Hall on Friday, 
February 27, 2014 from 8:00am until1:00 p.m. for Records Management. 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 026e: Ratification of Appointment Senior Account Clerk Typist
SCLIWC 

Whereas, there is presently a vacancy in the part time position of Senior Account Clerk Typist in 
the Administration Department at Southern Cayuga lake lntermunicipal Water Commission; 
and 

Whereas, the Finance Manager, General Manager, and Human Resources Manager interviewed 
candidates from the eligible listing available from Tompkins County Civil Service; and 

Whereas, the said have determined that Winona Fisher possesses the necessary knowledge and 
skills to satisfactorily perform the duties of a Senior Account Clerk Typist; and 

Whereas, Winona Fisher was appointed by SCLIWC at the February 5, 2015 meeting based on a 
part time level of 25 hours per week, retroactive to January 26, 2015; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca does hereby ratify SCLIWC's appointment of 
Winona Fisher as a part time Senior Account Clerk Typist for the Administration Department; 
and be it further 
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Resolved, this is a 25 hours a week position, at the hourly wage of $20.50 from account 
number SW8310.101, with part time benefits; and be it further 

Resolved, a twenty six (26) week probationary period applies, with no further action by the 
Commission or Town Board, if there is successful completion of the probationary period as 
determined by the Finance Manager. 

TB Resolution No. 2015 - 026f: Approval of Records Management Disposition Listing 

Whereas, the Records Management Officer has submitted a list of records eligible for 
disposition according to the State Archives and Records Administration (SARA) Records 
Retention and Disposition Schedule MU-1 for Town Board review, now therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes and directs the Records Management Officer 
to dispose of the records submitted in accordance with the Schedule referenced above. 

Agenda Item 17 Reports of Town Officials 

Aerator for Trumansburg Rd water tank 
Mr. Engman explained that the town of Ulysses has talked to him about the possibility of 
putting an aerator on our Trumansburg Rd tank to help deal with increased levels of 
trihalomethanes or TIHM contaminates in the water. TIHM is present in the water at 
acceptable levels as it is delivered to their tank, but when water sits still, the levels increase. 
Their staff believes that an aerator will significantly help lower these and it would work best if it 
was put in our tank instead of theirs. They are willing to pay for the engineering study to 
determine the feasibility which would cost around $35K and then would look to split the actual 
cost of the aerator with the Town which is estimated at $90K. 

Discussion followed with board members asking questions about the maintenance of the 
aerator, the life of the aerator and the costs of the increase in electricity as well as whether we 
could move the aerator to another tank if the Trumansburg tank was replaced in the future. 
Mr. Weber responded that it is most likely movable and the operating costs as far as electricity 
are probably minimal but he can get that information to the board. Mr. DePaolo asked what 
benefit our residents would get and Mr. Engman responded that the town of Lansing has a 
marked reduction in the TIHM levels so we could expect to get the sa~e and if the State lowers 
the levels we would be proactively prepared. 

The board was in favor of having Mr. Engman and Mr. Weber continue talking to Ulysses to see 
if it will work, and if it will work we are pretty likely to go ahead. 

Update on PW equipment 
Mr. Weber explained the recent purchases that were done "piggyback" with other municipal 
bids and the specifications sheets which the board had indicated it would like to see. 
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Pine Tree Rd Pedestrian Walkway Update 
Mr. Engman reported that Cornell has indicated they will double their contribution from $200K 
to $400K to help cover the $400K shortfall in the project caused by the redesign to move the 
walkway off of the road and the associated retaining wall. The County has also said they would 
increase their contribution with another $100K and the question is whether the Town is willing 
to increase our contribution from $3SK to $70K. Mr. Engman added that he has been very 
careful to make sure it is clear that the town will maintain the walkway only, not the wall or the 
eventual repair or replacement of the walkway itself or the wall as they age. Mr. Weber 
explained that the move was to increase the width to meet ADA requirements even though the 
original plans fell within the exceptions for ADA. The drop in grade will require terracing and 
that is where the retaining wall comes in. 

A lengthy discussion followed on the concerns from the neighborhoods in the past on this topic 
regarding truck traffic. Board members would like to use this project as an opportunity to try 
and leverage a traffic signal at the Pine Tree Rd/Rte. 79 intersection that residents have been 
wanting for a while and to discuss other traffic mitigations. The residents in the area feel there 
will be increased truck traffic but it is presumed that the trucks that come in now will stay the 
same, they might have a few more coming from a different direction but deliveries are 
deliveries. The large project that had been talked about by Cornell when this walkway was first 
proposed, which would have generated a lot of construction traffic over a number of years 
which had the neighborhood residents greatly concerned, has not been funded and is not in the 
foreseeable future. 

Board members and staff noted that this project has been off the table for a while and they 
would like to see the details again to familiarize themselves with it and look for possible 
mitigations and there should be a public hearing to get comments from the residents. 

The Board agreed to move forward with discussing the increased funding and Mr. Engman 
should convey to them the interest in mitigations for standard traffic, not only truck traffic. 

TCOOG/CDRC training being offered 
Mr. Engman reported that CDRC is scheduling a training on a Saturday and had asked TCOOG 
members to poll their boards about which Saturday in April would work. Members stated that 
there is a school break end of March/beginning of April so the first weekend in April should be 
avoided. 

Lake View Cemetery Update 
Mr. Engman reported that there is a possible significant donation that the town is helping to 
facilitate but it is not confirmed at this point. The Board continues to function and is making 
some headway. 

Town Committees 
Report from Economic Development Committee -Inlet Valley Meeting 
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Mr. Howe reported that the meeting was well attended, about 20 people, and although there 
was a lot of discussion about the Maguire proposal but some other takeaways were that people 
thought there was a real disconnect regarding the Comp Plan ideas for the area and the 
conditions that already exist; they didn't see how it could happen how you could get from here 
to there and that what is identified in the Comp Plan wouldn't work. People were also 
confused about zoning and what they could and couldn't do and a general feeling that the town 
is not supportive of economic development. People expressed their concerns and frustrations. 
Attendees did appreciate the effort of the meeting and would like to meet again. 

Mr. Howe added that once the committee meets again and combines all their thoughts and 
comments, he will report again. 

Mr. Engman added that there was general agreement that traffic is very, very bad and 
something needs to be done because their businesses are hurting. 

Mr. DePaolo asked what the justification was for keeping some board members away from the 
meeting because he was very involved in the Maguire discussions and other aspects of the area 
and he wanted to know the rationale for keeping some away. Mr. Engman responded that his 
thought was that his thinking was that we didn't know how many people would show up and he 
was afraid we would have more town officials than participant and that would hinder their 
comments but in retrospect, that will not be a problem. This one we didn't know what to 
expect but now we do. 

Ms. Ritter added that someone who had spent a lot of time venting at the meeting said that he 
had never gotten an invitation to a meeting like this and he really appreciated that. 

Mr. Engman added that one of the major farm land owners there told him that farming is dead 
here, which surprised him and changed his attitude. Farmers are saying we want to sell this 
land because a truckload or two is not practical. Mr. Howe agreed, saying that he heard a lot of 
comments about what is in the Comp Plan is just not going to work. 

Ms. Hunter asked if this would be a good place for a shurette or study because it seems we 
need a substantive vision because it is difficult in that area. 

Ms. Leary stated that this sounds exactly why potential developers have the impression that the 
town is not interested in economic development. The more we vision and plan the less we will 
have economic development because we want to make the town not friendly to economic 
development which is portrayed in the Comprehensive Plan. We cannot have development if 
we put too many restrictions on it. 

Ms. Ritter stated that the town's professional planning staff has some ideas they would like to 
share about this area too. 
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Agenda Item 18 Review of Correspondence 

Meeting was adjourned upon a motion and a second at 7:30p.m. 

~7--
Paulette Terwilliger, Town Clerk 
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Board of Fire Commissioners 
Report to Ithaca Town Board 

February 9, 2015 

The following is a summary of the Board of Fire Commissioners quarterly report to the Ithaca 
Town Board for the fourth quarter of 2014. 

Included with this report are: 

• The Fire Chief's Report given at the January 13, 2015 BFC meeting. This includes the 
Fire Marshal's Report & Fire Prevention Bureau activity. 

• The department call activity reports for January 1- December 31, 2014. Total calls5,164. 

• The financial operations summary through December 31, 2014. 

Fire Department Operational Staffing (December 31, 2014). 

• As of December 31, 2014 the active Fire Fighting staffing totaled 61 (on duty staffing- 1 
Chief, 6 Assistant Chiefs, 7 lieutenants, & 46 Fire Fighters) plus 1 Deputy Chief on per 
diem. In addition there is 1 Administrative Coordinator for a total of 62 personnel. 

• As of December 31, there are 2 vacant positions in the Department- A current fire 
fighter will be promoted to fill the open Lieutenant position in January and 2 new fire 
fighters will be hired in January. 

Capital Projects 

2015 Capital budget includes replacement of 1 fire engine. 

2014 Fire Department Budget- The department finished 2014 approximately 100,000 under 
budget. 

2015 Fire Department Budget - The Department operating budget for 2015 is approximately 
20,000 lower than the 2014 budget. 

Board Agendas/!' Minutes for 2014 

The BFC meeting agendas and minutes have been posted on the City Website. Agenda's for 
meetings in 2014 can be found on the City's website under the section for the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. The link to all available minutes (dating back to October 1987) : 
https://lfweb. tompkins-co.org!W ebLink8/Doc View .aspx? id=297 404&dbid= 13 

Volunteer Program Development 

Two volunteers will begin training February 14, 2015 to become active members in the 
department as class I interior firefighters. A third volunteer has completed his scene support 
training and will provide fire ground support. (Attached is a copy of the interior fire fighter 
training schedule). 

The Fire Police hold monthly training sessions and the interior volunteers participate in training 
with the career staff. 

The draft volunteer handbook will be reviewed and revised in 2015. An effort is underway for a 
more active recruitment campaign to begin in 2015. 

Other Items & Items in progress: 

1 The department call activity was somewhat higher than in previous years. Technical 



Board of Fire Commissioners 
Report to Ithaca Town Board 

February 9, 2015 

issues with the County 911 system precluded implementing the proposed new protocol 
to reduce the number of non-life threatening EMS calls that the department is dispatched 
to. Upgraded software for the system, may make it possible to implement the changes in 
protocol in 2015. 

2 Charter Review- the BFC continues to review and discuss changes in the charter relating 
to the role and responsibilities of the Board of Fire Commissioners. We anticipate 
working with the Common Council's City Administration committee on this issue. 

3 Resource recovery/False Alarm Policy -Currently on hold following preliminary review 
with the City Attorney. 

4 County Fire-Disaster- EMS Advisory Board- no new action on this issue. 

5 Training Center Facility Project - this is still under consideration, no construction has 
been authorized due to the training site being located on land designated as City Park 
land. 

6 City-Town Fire Service Contract - The Board of Fire Commissioners is concerned about 
the organizational impact and impact on the Community served by the Ithaca Fire 
Department if there is a significant change in the current agreement between the City and 
the Town. 

7 There has been a vacancy on the Board since January 2014. 

Highlights for 2014: Commissioners- Ellsworth (Town), Hoard (City), Gilligan (Town), Sparks 
(City), 1 Vacancy- (City) . 

Line Staffing: Assistant Chief /Training officer filled by promotion of R. Tracy. The lieutenant 
position in the Fire Prevention Bureau was reclassified as an Assistant Chief /Fire Marshall 
position- filled by G. Haines-Sharp. There were 3 vacant positions in the department at the 
beginning of the year and 3 retirements in 2014 - (2 FireFighters and 1 Lt.) . Four new fire 
fighters were hired in 2014 and 2 vacancies at the end of 2014 were filled with 2 new recruits 
that started in January 2015. The vacant Lieutenant position was filled by promotion of G. 
Farwell. There is a pending retirement (Feb. 2015) of Asst. Chief LaBuff. 

Apparatus/Equipment- a new water/ice rescue rigid hull inflatable boat was acquired by in June. 

Notable incidents- major and prolonged flooding in sections of Ithaca in January 2014. Truck 
crash into Simeon's Restaurant. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Bill Gilligan 

Chair, Board of Fire Commissioners 



CI'IY OF ITHACA 
310 West Green Street Ithaca, New York 14850-5497 

OFFICE OF THE FIRE CHIEF 

Telephone: 607/272-1234 Fax: 607/272-2793 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Board of Fire Cotntnissioners 

Frotn: Totn Parsons, Fire Chief 

Date: January I3, 20I5 

Re: Fire Chiers Monthly Report to the Board of Fire Commissioners 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
Administration 

I ) Career Personnel Report 

PERSONNEL STAFFING LEVELS 

I Chief 
I Deputy Chief (per diem) 
6 Assistant Chiefs 
7 Lieutenants 
46 Fire Fighters 
61 Uniform Personnel 

Administrative Coordinator 

Total employees as of December 31 51 2014-62 

a) Vacancies 

• There are 2 Firefighter vacancies that will be filled 1120/2015 

b) Hiring/Prmnotions 

• On January 41
h, 2015, Firefighter Gary Farwell was promoted to Fire 

Lieutenant. 
• On January 201

h, 2015: Louisa Cushman Goodsell and Robert Shepherd will 
start work as recruit firefighters for the department. They fill vacancies 
caused by the retirements of Firefighter Michael St. Denis, and Lt Roy Trask. 










































































































































