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Town of Ithaca Conservation Board (CB) Meeting 
September 1, 2016, 5:30 p.m. 

Final Minutes 
 

Members present:  James Hamilton, Eva Hoffmann, Vladimir Micic, Michael Roberts – Vice 
Chairperson, and William VanDyke.   

 
Staff:  Michael Smith, Senior Planner. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Michael R. called the meeting to order at 5:40 PM. 

 
1.  Persons to be heard:  None 
 
2.  Members’ Concerns:  Vladimir asked about the Town’s involvement with Cayuga Lake.  What 
do we do and pay for with respect to the lake?  Is the Town part of the Cayuga Lake Network?  He is 
concerned about the invasive plants, like hydrilla, which are growing all along the eastern shore. 
 
3.  Chairperson and Coordinator Reports: 
 
Chairperson:  No report. 
 
Coordinator, Mike Smith:  Mike reported on Planning Board (PB) reviews and other Town matters   
 
a. The PB is still looking at the adequacy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 

the Maplewood development.  It’s on the PB agenda for next Tuesday. 
b. More information is expected for the review of the Sleep Inn Hotel, but nothing has been 

submitted yet. 
c. The GreenTree business is planning an expansion on Elmira Road, possibly with new structures.  

They are making soil mixtures now and want to expand into a new soil nutrition business with 
biochar.   

d. Bolton Point will be making a presentation about the new water rate structure at the Sept. 12 
Town Board meeting at 5:30 PM. 

e. Tompkins County has a grant for creating a Best Practices fueling plan for electric vehicles.  
There is information on a Clean Community Web site.  They will use a Site Suitability Tool for 
chargers to narrow down sites in the County and create detailed plans for five locations.  There 
are already some charging stations in the County: IC’s Circle Apartments (not active), Cayuga 
Medical Center, Diane’s Garage, Henry Miller Inn, Cornell’s parking garage near Martha Van 
Rensselaer Hall, various car dealerships, etc.   

f. The field work for the tree inventory of the Town’s trails and roads has now been done.  The 
information will be provided to the Town around Oct. 1 and then the crew members hope to be 
able to come to the CB to give a presentation in November and get feedback, before making 
other presentations.  The information gathered will go into an ITREE data base. 

 
4.  Approval of minutes from August 4, 2016:  There were no minutes available. 
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5.  Continue discussion of ideas for Town bluebird box maintenance:  We had received an inventory 
of bird nesting box locations in the Town, prepared by Rich Schoch.  Most of them are bluebird 
boxes.  There was a long discussion about how to maintain them, including if it would be possible to 
arrange for volunteers, such as scouting organizations to help with such maintenance.  We need to 
develop a set of instructions for the volunteers about the nesting box maintenance and replacement 
procedures.   
 
6.  Deer Management, update from ad hoc committee:  We met at Collegetown Bagels deli on Aug. 
24, to go through the current document, consolidate parts of it and to assign further tasks.  We 
discussed questions which had come up, for example, possible problems with getting meat from deer 
processed, if they were killed off season. 

 
7.  Regular Reports and Updates:  
 
Environmental Review Committee (Ellie):  No report. 
 
Scenic Resources Committee (Eva):  We are waiting for a review and approval of the sign for the Rt. 
96B pull-off by the Town’s Public Works Committee, so we can finalize the sign, pay for it and get 
it installed. 
 
Communications Committee:  We need to get a new chairperson for this group after Elizabeth 
Sanders resigned.  We also discussed recruiting more new members for the CB. 
 
Tompkins County EMC (Vladimir):  No report from EMC meeting.  Vladimir will go on a farm tour 
organized by the EMC.  James asked him to find out about antibiotics use at local farms. 
 
Six Mile Creek Volunteer Monitoring Program (James):  James reported that from this week until 
Sept. 14th the group will have four different riffles to see what is in the creek water.  Samples will be 
taken at four sites.  They know that the population of Benthic Macroinvertebrates (BMI) will be 
different after a drought, but not what it is yet. 
 
City of Ithaca Natural Areas Commission (Jon):  No report. 
 
Cornell Plantations Natural Areas Academy (James):  This week the volunteers have been working 
in the Fitzgerald Fen in McLean.  It has recently been invaded by Phragmites (Giant Reed).  They 
went out with glyphosate, which they poured into the cut stems of the reeds in different dilutions, to 
find out if pesticide is effective at half strength.   
 
9.  Other Business:  None.   

 
10.  Review 2016 Work Goals/ Discuss October Agenda:  No review was done. 
 
11.  Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Eva Hoffmann 
September 28, 2016 


