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Town of Ithaca Conservation Board 
May 5, 2016 5:30 p.m. 

Final Minutes 
 
Members present: Mike Roberts (acting chair), James Hamilton, Carrie Simon, Jon Meigs, Vladimir 
Micic.  
 
Staff: Mike Smith, Rich Schoch 
 
1. Rich Schoch, Town of Ithaca Parks Maintenance Manager  
Mr. Schoch was a guest at the meeting and spoke about invasive plant removal and native plants 
planting in Town parks and trails. Mike Roberts asked Mr. Schoch if the Town intended to continue 
funding the invasive species removal, such as the one at the East Ithaca Recreation Way. Mr Schoch 
said that this was the second year that the Town Board has committed 20 thousands dollars for 
invasive species control. During the first year his team was able to do work on the Game Farm Trail 
section of the East Ithaca Recreation Way. Due to the light winter they were able to start earlier on 
the trail maintenance this year, which was one of the reasons why they did not have much time to 
provide more communication to the residents living along the trail. Some of the residents were 
unhappy and surprised by the impact of the removal of vegetation. Mr. Schoch met with the 
Eastwood Commons neighborhood committee in order to address any concerns that have emerged 
because of the removal of invasive plants.  
 
Mr Schoch noted that with the removal of vegetation some properties behind Eastwood Commons 
also end up being completely exposed to walkers on the trail. To the owners of those properties Mr. 
Schoch offered logistical help in their efforts to build a protective fence and he also planted some 
additional plants in Eastwood Commons. He also mentioned that less vegetation at certain parts of 
the trail would be good since it would allow easier access for potential repair work on the drainage 
system, which has not been functioning as well.  
 
Mr. Schoch reminded everyone that the East Ithaca Recreation Way (and near by area) is Cornell 
owned and that Town only has 99-year license agreement to manage that corridor. He hopes that 
Cornell does not have plans to develop that area and terminate the existing maintenance 
agreement, because this is a lovely natural feature, and because Town has invested this much time 
and resources on its maintenance.  
 
Mr. Schoch also said that his team is dedicated to continue with the removal of the invasive species 
and maintenance of the trail, and he is also pretty confident that the Town’s Board will continue 
funding these efforts.   
 
Mike R. asked what prompted the town to start funding initiatives relevant to the removal of invasive 
species? Mr. Schoch described (chronologically) the events that informed the Town Board to move 
in this direction.  He mention that recent proliferation of invasives was one of the main reasons for 
the town to also allow use of herbicides on its land, and make more determined efforts to remove 
invasive plants.  Mike S. added that invasion of swallow-wort and the initiative that originated in 
the Conservation Board, were some additional reasons for the Town’s Board to approve the use of 
herbicides on its land.  
 
Vladimir asked whether the fast removal of invasive plants and trees along the trail could have had a 
negative impact on the local bird population and other wildlife in the area. Jon Meigs expressed 
doubts that removal of invasives had any major impact on the local wildlife. James added that most 
of the local wildlife are not even consuming invasive species, which is why the invasives are able to 
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spread in large numbers, adding that newly planted native species may actually be better for the 
local wildlife in the long run.   
 
Mike R. asked whether Mr. Schoch could make any helpful suggestions about the issue of deer 
management in that area and he also asked whether there are any new and forthcoming invasive 
species eradication projects. Mr Schoch said that he has a small budget to work with, but that he is 
planning to use it effectively by doing small touch-ups in the areas that have already been treated 
for invasives: the Game Farm Trail section and the Honness Lane part of East Ithaca Rec. Way; the 
East Ithaca Nature Preserve and Tutelo Park; as well as West Haven Preserve which is by now 95% 
invasives (woody and herbaceous). He also added that some funding will also go towards 
purchasing of planting materials. He thanked many volunteers that have also helped his team by 
pulling invasive plants, mulching, fertilizing and doing many other things. Mr. Schoch thanked 
Frank Baldwin from the Pine Tree Nature Preserve for recruiting so many volunteers to participate 
in removing invasives and planting native plants.   
 
Mike R. asked Mr. Schoch to join the Conservation Board’s recently established Deer Management 
Committee so that he would be able to provide useful suggestions about the best possible places 
where culling of herds could take place on Town property.   
 
Vladimir asked about the use of herbicide in the areas treated against invasives and whether there 
was any negative impact stemming from that. Mr Schoch answered that amounts of herbicides used 
were minimal to create any major impacts in the area. He anticipates that some cut trees may have 
to be retreated with herbicide, however danger that any other plant or wildlife may be negatively 
impacted is minimal.   
 
In the end Mr Schoch encouraged the Conservation Board to continue working strong on their deer 
management efforts and he also welcomed any volunteering help with the efforts to eradicate 
invasives.   
 
2. Persons to be heard: none 
 
3. Member Concerns: none 
 
4 Chair and Coordinator reports: 
Chair:  
Mike R. was standing in chair and he had no reports  
 
Coordinator:  
Mike S. informed the Board that the only new item coming up to the Planning Board was application 
for manufacturing facility expansion by Therm Industries. He said that Therm Industries will be 
taking down one of the old structures and putting up a new 20 thousand square foot manufacturing 
building.  
 
Mike also informed the Board about the new Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Plan that 
Tompkins County will be announcing soon and provided handouts depicting the existing electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure in the county. Mike said that the forthcoming plan will be more 
detailed and even have a suitability report, so that property owner who want to consider 
installation of electric vehicle charging stations on their property could evaluate different sites 
within their property, or even different properties to find the best location for the charging station.  
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Mike S. also mentioned the recent DEC notice on rapid response for Invasive Species. He said that 
DEC is accepting public comments on this document until May 27th. He also reminded the Board 
that New York State Invasive Species Awareness Week is coming up (July 10th through the 16th).  He 
said that the Board has traditionally participated in this event before and he wondered whether 
Conservation Board could potentially do something this year again.  
 
Mike S. also mentioned that City of Ithaca Conservation Advisory Council had put together a 
document for their staff. It appears that document contains different recommendation as to how to 
improve the existing laws and codes in the city that deal with storm water issues.  
 
5. Minutes 
Carrie and James had minor editing suggestions for minutes from April meeting, but the Board was 
unable to approve them due to the lack of quorum.  
 
6. Finalizing of the plans for the 2015 Fisher Environmental Conservation Award 
Mike S. informed everyone that the invitations have gone out via email and that press release was 
effective since he had seen the event announcement in local newspapers. Mike R. informed 
everyone that he will be unable to attend the ceremony. James asked Mike S. to encourage the Town 
officials to attend the ceremony and in that way make the event more official.  
 
7. Deer Management, follow-up form ad hoc committee and strategies/plans to move forward.  
Mike R. Informed the Board that the deer management ad hoc committee has met recently and that 
they have agreed to pull together and streamline all of the information that has been collected so far 
with the aim to generate a report that will be much more action. The report will have much more 
details on practicality of the program and details relevant to the politics and cost associated with 
Deer Management. Carrie mentioned the “nextdoor.com” as potential portal through which board 
could evaluate what people think about this issue. Mike also said that he may be reaching out soon 
to the homeowners associations to see whether there are any strong opinions on this issue. Jon 
mentioned that he talked about the Conservation Board’s efforts on deer management to the 
members of the City of Ithaca Natural Areas Commission and stated that one councilperson 
Josephine Martel was interested in helping and cooperating on this issue. Mike S. suggested that he 
could potentially provide the access to the list serves of various neighborhood associations in the 
town as a way of reaching more general public.  
 
Discussion ensued about the best approaches to contact general public on this issue and how 
municipality could help in this process. Mike R. mentioned that we could follow the example of 
Trumansburg when thinking about how to reach the general public or landowners, but he also 
concluded that the Conservation Board members may have to take on a role of hypothetical broker 
between the landowners and municipality.  
 
8. Regular Reports and Updates 
 
Environmental Review Committee: Ellie was absent, there was no report 
 
Scenic Resource Committee: Eva was absent, there was no report.  
 
Communication Committee: Elizabeth was absent, there was no report.  
 
Tompkins County Environmental Management Council:  
Vladimir Reported that Cornell is aiming to address their goals for reduction of GHG with a “deep 
geothermal” technology. Vladimir reported that Cornell’s Dean of College of Engineering, Lance 



4 
 

Collins spoke about this technology and described it as unique and not implemented anywhere else 
in this form. Engineers working on this project are planning to go as deep as 3 kilometers in order 
to find hot rocks in which the water is to be injected (a process referred to as hydroshering). The 
hot water would then be pumped back up and put through heat exchange and than through heat 
distribution system. If Cornell decides to pursue this technology they would have to transition from 
the current steam heating system to hot water distribution system. The introduction of this system 
is only in research and development phase and probably decade out.  
Vladimir also mentioned that EMC had a second guest at their meeting, Steve Penningroth from 
Citizen Science Institute (CSI). Mr. Penningroth talked about volunteer-run water monitoring 
efforts, such are Synoptic Chemical Sampling, red flag monitoring and biological monitoring using 
the BMIs. Vladimir recounted Mr. Pennigroth’s stories about the (CSI) water monitoring efforts and 
he concluded that actions of this group made a huge difference on the quality of water in 
community.  
 
Six Mile Creek Volunteer Monitoring Program: 
James noted that CSI stocked piles of BMIs have finally been analyzed and was happy that results 
were good, especially for the samples from Six Mile Creek area. 
James also said that the annual CSI volunteer met on the 30th of March and there were 60 people 
attending. The program featured some interesting information on nitrogen and phosphorus 
pollution in waterways. He mentioned that Nitrogen tends to cause these dead zones where there is 
so much algae growth that almost all other organisms except algae die.  
 
City of Ithaca Natural Areas Commission: 
Jon mentioned Josephine Martel, who represents City of Ithaca Natural Areas Commission on 
Common Council as one of the people who would be interested in cooperating with the 
Conservation Board and working together on deer management issue. Jon also mentioned that City 
of Ithaca is planning to acquire some additional land in Six Mile Creek valley to buffer water 
supplies.  Jon also mentioned that this initiative has been under consideration for decades, but that 
city of Ithaca has now started actively buying land in that area again.  
 
Cornell Plantation Natural Areas Program: 
James mentioned that more hemlock woolly adelgids have been found in the area. The Cascadilla 
trail was visited by volunteers to clean up the stuff that has fallen in the trail during winter and it is 
almost ready to open. During this week the Plantation volunteers were recently counting the rare 
trollius laxus the spreading globeflower. He mentioned that trollius has been spreading in a healthy 
way.  
 
9. Other Business 
Mike R. mentioned that the Gorge Trail will be opened soon. 
 
10. Review 2016 Work Goals/Discuss June Agenda.  
Mike R. said that he hopes that Deer Management Committee will meet before June meeting and 
bring some items for discussion to the meeting. James mentioned that he hopes that we could 
organize something for the New York State Invasive Species week and that we could have the 
discussion about the logistics at the meeting. Jon mentioned that we should perhaps have a 
discussion about inviting new members to the board.  
 
11. Meeting adjourn at 7:27 pm.  
 
Minutes written by Vladimir Micic 


