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How to properly prepare your yard waste for town crews to pick up

WHAT TO dO 
•	 Bag	leaves	and	garden	waste	in	biode-

gradable	paper	bags.	No	plastic	bags	
will	be	picked	up.	Fold	over	openings	of	
bags	to	close:	do	not	staple.

•	 Pile	brush	in	neat	bundles	parallel	to	the	
roadway	with	the	flow	of	traffic	so	the	
chipping	trucks	can	feed	the	cut	ends	first	
(see	diagram).

•	 Put	out	limbs	no	larger	than	8	inches	in	
diameter	(it	is	not	necessary	to	cut	limbs	
into	small	pieces).

•	 Limit	brush	piles	to	the	size	of	a	pickup	
load	(approximately	8’	L	x	4’	W	x	2’	H).

•	 Place	brush	and	filled	bags	along	the	
road	shoulder	or	at	the	end	of	the	drive-
way	if	no	shoulder	exits.

WHAT NOT TO dO
•	 Do	not	tie	bundles	of	brush.
•	 Do	not	place	any	materials	in	a	ditch.
•	 Do	not	put	out	metal,	rocks,	glass,	roots,	

stumps,	or	lumber	scraps.
•	 Do	not	put	out	brush	and	leaf	bags	until	

the	week	before	collection.
•	 Do	not	put	out	loose	piles	of	leaves.	

The Public Works Department will be picking up yard waste starting Monday, April 21st, 
and will continue throughout the town until Friday, April 25th.  All yard waste must be at 
the roadside by 7 a.m. on the first day of collection.

THere will be no second collecTions or call backs.

The	intention	of	the	Town’s	roadside	collection	ser-
vice	 is	 for	 residents	of	 the	Town	of	 Ithaca	outside	
the	Village	of	Cayuga	Heights	to	put	a	reasonable	
amount	 of	 yard	 waste	 (as	 is	 generated	 during	 a	
normal	year)	out	at	the	roadside	for	pick	up	by	the	
Town’s	crews.	Clearing	of	building	lots	and	hedge-
rows	is	beyond	a	normal	amount	of	material.	Road-
side	collection	crews	reserve	the	right	to	not	pick	up	
excessively	large	volumes	of	brush	and	improperly	
piled	materials.	Our	crews	do	not	use	leaf	vacuum	
machines	for	spring	leaf	pickup,	so	no	loose	piles	
will	be	picked	up.

Brush	you	collect	before	the	first	day	of	the	pickup	
needs	 to	 remain	 out	 of	 the	 rights-of-way	 until	 a	
couple	of	days	before	the	pick	up;	this	will	assure	
your	safety	and	that	of	your	neighbors.	Errant	brush	
piles	 can	wreak	havoc	on	 the	 stormwater	 systems	
and	can	create	a	hazard	for	walkers	and	cyclists.	

You	may	also	drop	off	your	yard	waste	at	the	Public	
Works	 Facility	at	106	Seven	Mile	Drive,	Monday	
through	Friday	from	7:00	a.m.	through	2:30	p.m.	
any	time	of	the	year.	If	you	have	questions,	call	273-
1656	weekdays	between	6:30	a.m.	and	3:00	p.m.		
Please	sign	in	first	at	the	office.

TRAFFIC

TRAFFIC

cut 
ends

cut 
ends

spring & summer 
construction Projects
Project Dates
Elm	Street	Ext.	crossing		
Coy	Glen	Creek:		
slope	repair

4/21	– 5/30

Sand	Bank	Road	lower		
end:	reconstruction																																				

5/5	– 8/28

Winner’s	Circle:		
storm	water		relining																																																										

6/2	– 7/31

Coddington	Road:		
water	main	replacement																																									

6/23	– 10/1

Christopher	Road:		
water	tank	replacement																																																						

7/1	– 9/1

Slaterville	Road:		
sanitary	sewer	replacement																																					

7/14	– 9/15

Winner’s	Circle:		
road	improvements																																																								

7/14	– 10/1
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   fire ProTecTion & THe colleges

Mayor svante Myrick and supervisor 

engman have tried unsuccessfully to 

date to convince cornell to reduce 

the subsidy provided them from local 

taxpayers. The town receives no direct 

payment from cornell, although we 

do benefit from $720,000 used by the 

city for the ithaca fire department. but 

even that contribution falls short of the 

true cost of providing fire protection to 

Cornell – over $1,000,000 per year. 

ithaca college makes no contribution 

and its cost is about $800,000. 

Recent news articles have reported that 
the Town of Ithaca is considering cuts to 
our budget. Actually, cuts are not new: 
over the past few years the town has 
reduced staff by 8% and the recession, 
beginning in 2008, has reduced income, 
especially from the mortgage tax. Even 
this newsletter is an example: it is now 
sent in paper form only to those who 
request it, saving several thousand 
dollars per year. 

Recognizing	 the	 dual	 challenges	 of	
reduced	income	and	continued	high	costs	
of	 health	 insurance	and	 state	 retirement,	
the	 Budget	 Committee	 asked	 Finance	
Officer	 Mike	 Solvig	 to	 project	 our	 bud-
get	 for	 five	 years.	 The	 results	 showed	
that	 if	 we	 continue	 to	 operate	 “business	
as	usual,”	we	will	exhaust	all	our	reserves	
in	 two	accounts	within	 that	period:	Gen-
eral	 Town-wide	 and	 Highway	 Part-town.	
To	 prevent	 a	 dramatic	 tax	 increase	 or	 a	
major	 reduction	 of	 staff	 or	 services,	 we	
must	plan	a	slow	transition	to	sustainabil-
ity	over	several	years.

cuTs To local PrograMs

The	Town	Board	started	to	reduce	expen-
ditures	 last	 year	 by	 dropping	 our	 2014	
budget	 for	 TCAT	 from	 $50,000	 to	
$25,000.	We	are	now	looking	at	all	our	
other	“discretionary	contributions”	–	those	
that	 are	 not	mandated	 by	 the	 state	 and	
are	not	primarily	the	responsibility	of	the	
town.	 These	 are	 all	 good	programs	and	
worthy	 of	 support,	 but	 the	 town	 simply	
will	not	have	the	funds	to	continue	all	that	
has	 been	 deemed	 valuable	 in	 the	 past.	
Here	 are	 the	 discretionary	 programs	 in	
our	2014	budget	and	their	costs:	TCAT	-	
$25,000;	City	of	Ithaca	Parks	-	$111,240;	
Coddington	 Road	 Community	 Center	 -	
$6,800;	Learning	Web	-	$57,081;	Tomp-
kins	 County	 Public	 Library	 -	 $20,000;	
Lifelong	-	$9,000;	Human	Services	Coali-

tion	-	$5,000;	Gadabout	-	$12,000;	and	
Hydrilla	 Outreach	 Education	 -	 $5,000.	
The	 2014	 Supervisor’s	 Outlook	 recom-
mended	reducing	all	these	by	half	in	2015	
and	eliminating	them	in	2016.	This	would	
result	 in	a	savings	of	$138,631	in	2015	
and	 an	 additional	 $113,631	 in	 2016,	
assuming	 TCAT	 would	 be	 eliminated	 in	
2015	having	already	been	cut	 in	half	 in	
2014.	It	is	important	to	note	that	town	of	
Ithaca	 residents	already	pay	 for	parts	of	
these	 programs	 through	 county	 and/or	
state	taxes	or	fees.	The	funds	listed	above	
were	extra	monies	 allocated	when	fiscal	
times	were	better	than	they	are	now.

belT-TigHTening Measures under 
consideraTion

These	aren’t	the	only	savings	we’re	inves-
tigating.	We	know	that	certain	roads	will	
cost	millions	of	dollars	to	repair	or	replace	
in	 the	 future	 and	 may	 have	 to	 close	 or	
abandon	 roads	 if	 we	 don’t	 have	 funds	
available.	 Others	 might	 include	 ending	
replacement	 of	mailboxes	 claimed	 to	 be	
damaged	 by	 snowplows,	 eliminating	
vacation	 buy-backs	 by	 employees,	 ask-
ing	employees	to	pay	a	larger	percentage	
of	 health	 insurance	 costs,	 and	 reducing	
travel	 expenses.	 Long-term	 savings	 will	
come	 from	 our	 aggressive	 approach	 to	
improving	 aged	 infrastructure	 like	 water	
tanks	 and	 sewer	 lines	 while	 bids	 are	
below	normal	and	bonding	rates	are	very	
low.	Additional	ideas	are	welcomed.	We	
are	also	working	with	state-level	represen-
tatives	 and	 officials	 to	 identify	 unfunded	
mandates	that,	if	properly	paid	for	by	the	
state,	could	reduce	our	property	taxes	by	
25%	 to	 50%.	 Finally	 the	 town	 of	 Ithaca	
already	 shares	 services	 to	 an	 amazing	
degree.	If	anyone	would	like	a	list	of	our	
shared	 services	 or	 the	 supervisor’s	 sug-
gestions	 for	 seriously	 reducing	 property	
taxes,	please	contact	the	town.



TiPs To HelP us ProTecT You
Protect	yourself	and	your	 investment	by	 following	 the	
suggestions	below	when	hiring	 someone	 to	do	work	
done	on	your	property.		

Make sure you have a written contract. 
The New York State building code requires any 
work over $500 to have a written contract. 

Make the final payment contingent on 
receiving the proper certificate.  
All building permits are closed with the issu-
ance of a certificate of occupancy or certificate 
of compliance, which indicates all work was 
done to code. 

Make sure the building permit is in your 
hand before work is started. Don’t rely on 
the contractors to know if one is needed. When 
in doubt, call our office at 607-273-1783.

Question work being started too quickly 
or done on the weekend. Our office does 
not do inspections on weekends, so a roof can-
not be started on a Saturday and finished on a 
Sunday with the proper inspections.  

Never pay for the total job up front. 
Always hold something back and consider 
requiring that final payment be contingent on the 
issuance of a certificate of completion or occu-
pancy from this office.

ProPerTY owners 

lefT Holding 
THe bag
Town Code states that “no person, firm, corporation, association 
or other organization shall do no work without a permit” and the 
violation section places the responsibility for ensuring that no work 
is improperly done on a property squarely on the property owner.

The	Town	of	Ithaca	has	recently	had	problems	with	jobs	contracted	through	big	box	
retailers.	Homeowners	trust	these	retailers	to	know	what	they’re	doing	and	to	abide	
by	our	building	code,	but	unfortunately,	we’re	finding	that	many	times	they	do	not.	
Big	box	retailers	commonly	work	out	of	 their	“home	services	division,”	which	are	
often	located	far	from	the	Ithaca	area.	This	can	make	it	difficult	for	both	town	staff	
and	you	as	the	home	owner	to	get	in	touch	with	them	to	resolve	even	the	smallest	of	
issues	–	and	it	can	lead	to	significant	delays.	

The	problem	with	big	box	retailers	and	some	local	roofing	contractors	is	that	they	
sometimes	submit	incomplete	applications	for	roofing,	repair,	and	renovation	proj-
ects	and	 then	don’t	 call	 for	 the	necessary	 inspections.	When	procedures	are	not	
followed,	there	are	significant	fees	and	fines	that	you	are	left	responsible	for.	

No work can start without a permit. No matter what they say.
And	most	work	will	require	at	least	one	inspection	by	town	code	enforcement	staff.		
Before	allowing	anyone	to	work	on	your	property,	make	sure	YOU	have	a	permit	
in	hand	and	make	sure	our	office	is	contacted	to	do	the	proper	inspections.	When	
work	is	started	or	finished	without	a	permit,	not	only	is	the	fee	for	the	permit	doubled,	
but	there’s	a	chance	that	the	work	already	completed	will	need	to	be	removed	or	
dismantled	so	a	code	officer	can	ensure	that	it	was	done	correctly.	
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If the job is finished and the contractor 
is gone…well, there goes your 
money. You are left 
to deal with the 
problems.  don’t 
be left holding 
the bag – 
when in 
doubt, call 
us!

Town of Ithaca Code Enforcement: 607-273-1783
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sHaring THe road 

close encounTers wiTH farM VeHicles
It’s spring – a busy time of year for farmers working the fields. In a short 
space of time, they will prepare and plant their fields. 

The	reality	of	rural	sprawl	is	that	farmland	
has	become	fragmented	and	farmers	must	
use	the	roads	to	move	equipment	between	
fields.	 This	 increases	 encounters	 between	
farm	 equipment	 and	 cars	 on	 the	 roads.	
Farmers	 aren’t	 any	 happier	 to	 be	 driving	
their	equipment	on	public	roads	than	you	
are	to	be	stuck	behind	them.	

farM equiPMenT is big and slow and 
can’T sToP on a diMe 

Look	for	the	slow-moving	vehiche	symbol	it	
displays.	Tractors	are	often	wider	than	the	

road	lane	and	the	equipment	
they	 tow	can	be	even	wider.	
If	road	shoulders	are	wide,	it	
can	accommodate	oncoming	
traffic;	when	 it	 encounters	 a	
bridge,	it	takes	up	most	of	it.	

Farm	 equipment	 is	 also	 long:	 a	 tractor	
towing	 spring	 planting	 equipment	 can	
span	100	feet	from	front	to	back	–	longer	
than	most	tractor-trailers.	If	you	follow	too	
closely	 behind,	 neither	 the	 operator	 nor	
oncoming	 traffic	 can	 see	 you.	 Darting	 in	
and	out	to	see	if	you	might	be	able	to	pass	
is	dangerous.

Practicing	 safe	 driving	 habits	 in	 general	
and	 especially	 around	 farm	 equipment	 is	
better	for	all	of	us	and	is	a	big	help	to	farm-
ers.	When	you	get	stuck	behind	them,	take	
a	moment	to	enjoy	the	scenery	around	you	
and	before	you	know	it,	you’ll	be	on	your	
way.	Make	sure	to	give	them	a	smile	and	a	
wave	as	you	pass.

sTePs To safelY Handle encounTers 
wiTH farM equiPMenT
The	next	time	you	find	yourself	behind	farm	
equipment	on	the	road	and	are	tempted	to	
speed	up	 to	 try	and	get	by	 it,	 slow	down	
and	take	a	deep	breath	instead.	
	� Follow	at	a	safe	distance.
	� Look	for	mirrors	on	the	tractor	and	keep	
them	 in	 sight.	 If	 the	 operator	 can	 see	
you,	he	or	she	will	look	for	an	opportu-
nity	to	pull	over	to	make	room	for	you	
to	pass.	If	you’re	sure	the	operator	can	
see	you	but	does	not	pull	over,	assume	
it	unsafe	 to	do	so;	 trust	 their	 judgment	
and	relax.	They’ll	get	out	your	way	as	
soon	as	they	can.
	� When	 passing,	 proceed	 carefully,	
watching	 for	 oncoming	 traffic	 and	
road	 conditions	 that	 might	 endanger	
you,	 other	 drivers,	 or	 the	 equipment	
operator.

If	you	approach	farm	equipment	head-on,	
slow	down	and	observe:
	� Does	 the	 equipment	 need	any	part	 of	
your	lane?	
	� Do	road	shoulders	narrow	between	the	
equipment	and	you?	
	� Is	 there	 a	 bridge	 between	 the	 two	 of	
you?	
	� Is	anybody	trying	to	pass	from	the	other	
direction?	

You	might	need	 to	pull	 onto	 the	 shoulder	
and	stop	in	some	cases,	and	reduce	your	
speed	in	all	cases.

conserVaTion board award
The Scenic Resources Committee’s “Saving 
Ithaca’s Scenic Views” project won the 
2013 Community Action Award from the 
New York State Association of Conservation 
Commissions.  

While	losing	four	members	recently	to	retirement	
or	moves	out	of	town,	the	Conservation	Board	is	
nevertheless	very	happy	to	report	on	this	recent	
event.	Every	year	the	NYSACC	honors	conserva-
tion	 boards	 that	 have	 found	 a	 creative	 way	 to	
enhance	 the	quality	of	 the	environment	 in	 their	
community.	As	part	of	 this	scenic	views	project,	
our	 first	 interpretive	 view	 sign	 was	 installed	 at	
East	 Shore	 Park	 last	 June,	 which	 discusses	 the	
scenic	qualities	at	the	park	and	alerts	visitors	to	
the	importance	of	protecting	our	views.	The	Sce-
nic	Resource	Committee	is	working	on	a	design	
for	 the	 next	 interpretive	 view	 sign,	 hopefully	 to	
be	 installed	 at	 the	 Danby	 Road	 pulloff	 near	
Longview,	an	Ithacare	Community.	

If	you	would	like	to	watch	an	in-depth	video	tak-
ing	you	on	a	richly	illustrated	scenic	tour	of	 the	
town,	including	the	interpretive	sign	at	East	Shore	
Park,	 visit	 the	 Conservation	 Board’s	 website	 at	
www.town.ithaca.ny.us/conservation-board.		

To	join	the	Conservation	Board,	please	come	to	
a	meeting	held	in	the	Town	Hall’s	Aurora	Room	
at	5:30	p.m.	on	the	first	Thursday	of	each	month.	
See	 our	 Facebook	 page	 for	 more	 information:	
www.facebook.com/IthacaConservationBoard.		



You, Your Neighborhood, and the 
Town of Ithaca’s Trails and Parks

Join us
April	29,	6:30-8:00	p.m.
Shirley	A.	Raffensperger	Boardroom

The	town	of	Ithaca	has	a	robust	set	of	trails,	
parks,	 and	 preserves.	 Spring	 is	 an	 ideal	
time	to	get	out	and	explore	the	town.	

Please	 join	 us	 for	 this	 meeting,	 where	 we	
will	 highlight	 the	 town’s	 trails	 and	 parks	
and	discuss	ways	to	“adopt”	them.	We	will	
provide	a	brief	overview	of	proposed	future	
trail	 enhancements	 and	 an	 opportunity	 to	
recognize	individuals	and	groups	who	have	
committed	to	improving	trails	and	parks.

TOWN BOARd COMPLETES dGEIS REVIEW FOR THE

coMPreHensiVe Plan
The Ithaca Town Board has completed a Draft Generic Environmental 
Impact Statement (DGEIS) for the proposed Town of Ithaca 
Comprehensive Plan. The DGEIS, prepared in accordance with the 
New York State Quality Review Act (SEQRA), examines potential 
environmental impacts and benefits that could be associated with 
adoption of the proposed Comprehensive Plan. The document examines 
and compares potential outcomes of the proposed Plan’s policies and 
recommendations to potential outcomes if the policies of the Town’s 
1993 Plan were continued.

Mark THese daTes

	� May	5,	2014:		Written	comments	on	the	Draft	GEIS	will	be	accepted	through	this	
date.	 Please	 submit	 comments	 on	 the	DGEIS	 to	 Director	 of	 Planning	 Susan	 Ritter		
(SRitter@town.ithaca.ny.us),	215	N.	Tioga	Street,	Ithaca,	NY	14850.		
	� April	22,	2014:		A	public	hearing	on	the	Draft	GEIS	is	scheduled	for	6:30	p.m.	The	
public	hearing	will	be	held	in	the	Ithaca	Town	Hall	at	215	N.	Tioga	Street	and	will	
include	a	brief	presentation	providing	an	overview	of	the	DGEIS	document.		

coPies aVailable

The	DGEIS	and	 the	proposed	2014	Town	of	 Ithaca	Comprehensive	
Plan	are	available	on	the	 town’s	website	at	www.town.ithaca.ny.us/
Comp-Plan.	A	printed	copy	of	the	Draft	GEIS	and	proposed	2014	Plan	
are	also	available	 for	viewing	at	 the	 Ithaca	Town	Hall,	 the	Town	of	
Ithaca	Public	Works	Facility,	and	the	Tompkins	County	Public	Library.						

Questions	concerning	the	Draft	GEIS	or	the	Comprehensive	Plan	can	
be	directed	to	Susan	Ritter	(see	above)	or	Senior	Planner	Dan	Tasman	
(DTasman@town.ithaca.ny.us).	You	can	reach	either	of	them	by	phone	
at	273-1747.		



wesT Hill coMMuniTY garden
The West Hill Community Garden at Linderman Creek establishes 
a place for members of the community to grow their own healthy 
food by providing needed resources and support. The garden is also 
recognized as a means for bringing the residents of the town together 
and for establishing a place to further a sense of community for West 
Hill. You don’t need to be a town resident to join!

wHaT do PloTs cosT?
Plots	 cost	 $20	 each,	 unless	 the	gardener	 is	 income	eligible	 according	 to	HUD	
guidelines.	Each	household	meeting	the	income	guidelines	will	receive	one	plot	at	
no	cost.	Additional	plots	are	$20	each,	regardless	of	income	eligibility.	

Garden	plots	measure	20’	x	20’.	Water,	compost,	mulch,	and	tools	are	provided.	
The	low	fee	helps	pay	for	these	items	and	associated	maintenance	costs.	

inTeresTed? 
Learn	more	about	the	garden	from	these	sources:
Web	site:	www.town.ithaca.ny.us/community-garden
Phone:	Paulette	Terwilliger	at	273-1721
Email:	townclerk@town.ithaca.ny.us

learning web

calling all Middle scHool 
sTudenTs
Do you want to make new friends, help 
the community, and have fun? The 
Summer Service Program could be for you! 

The	program	runs	twice	a	week	from	June	30	through	August	7,	2014;	9	a.m.	to	
12:30	p.m.	Choice	of	Monday/Wednesday	or	Tuesday/Thursday.

exaMPle serVice ProJecTs
In	the	past,	we’ve	cared	for	animals	at	the	Tompkins	County	
SPCA,	helped	organize	for	the	Family	Reading	Partnership’s	
Kids’	Book	Fest,	held	a	Field	Day	for	children	at	 IC3,	and	
more.	

find ouT More
For	information	about	this	program,	please	contact	Isha	Tohill	at	607-275-0122	or	
isha@learning-web.org.	Applications	will	be	available	by	mid-May.	

The	program	is	open	to	students	in	the	Town	of	Ithaca	and	the	Villages	of	Cayuga	
Heights	and	Lansing.

susTainabiliTY

solar ToMPkins

Town	residents	and	businesses	can	soon	take	advan-
tage	 of	 reduced-cost	 solar	 PV	 installations	 and	 free	
information	 sessions	 through	 the	 upcoming	 Solar	
Tompkins	program.	

Learn	more	and	get	the	latest	sustainability	news	and	
events	with	the	monthly	Town	of	Ithaca	Sustainability	
Newsletter.	

	� Click	here to	sign	up.	
	� Click	here	to	see	the	most	recent	edition.

Stop	by	and	see	the	garden	any	time.	The	garden	is	located	at	Linderman	Creek	off	
of	NYS	Route	79	at	the	end	of	Conifer	Drive.	

www.town.ithaca.ny.us/community-garden
http://ithaca.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=eb2e344cfb0e253666458e813&id=afd02815f0
http://us6.campaign-archive1.com/?u=eb2e344cfb0e253666458e813&id=40f9410cc7&e=df30459c8e

