
Urban & CommUnity Forestry
The Town of  Ithaca has received a $23,000 
grant from the New York State Department 
of  Environmental Conservation through 
the Urban and Community Forestry 
Program for a tree inventory and forest 
assessment project. 

We will be conducting a complete tree 
inventory within the right-of-way of  all 
town-owned roads, a forest assessment of  
the town’s parks and preserves, and a hazard 
tree inspection along our multiuse trails 
and walkways. This inventory and forest 
assessment will become the foundation of  a 
future tree and forest management plan. 
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gateWay traiL UPdate
The Gateway Trail is a multiuse trail that is intended to connect the 
existing South Hill Recreation Way (at the Hudson Street entrance) 
to Buttermilk Falls State Park, the existing bridge over Route 13, and 
an area adjacent to Home Depot, where it will one day connect to the 
Black Diamond Trail.  

The proposed trail covers approximately two miles with almost 90 percent of  the trail 
alignment following the former railroad right-of-way along the town-city municipal 
border. The trail will be 10-feet wide and have a stone dust surface for the majority 
of  the route. This is a cooperative project involving the City of  Ithaca, NYS Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation, and the Town of  Ithaca. The planning and 
design of  phase 1 (Stone Quarry Road down to Buttermilk Falls State Park and the 
Home Depot area) of  the Gateway Trail project is moving forward with construction 
anticipated to begin in spring 2016.

Conservation board

seeks neW members

How do you share your passion for 
the environment? How can you make 
our community a better place to live? 

The town’s Conservation Board 
engages both the Town Board and 
the Planning Board to make sure our 
community’s environmental concerns 
are heard. If you’re interested in 
land conservation, proposed devel-
opment projects, water and energy 
consumption, or invasive species 
control, come to our meetings, which 
are held on the first Thursday of 
each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
If you enjoy the meeting, please 
apply for membership to the board. 

Applicants must be Town of Ithaca 
residents. Find a Board/Committee 
Application at www.town.ithaca.
ny.us/town-clerk or pick one up from 
the town clerk’s office, 215 N. Tioga 
Street. Call 273-1747 for more 
information.

Grant
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Heatsmart tomPkins 
HeLPing residents redUCe Home Heating 
energy Use

Solar Tompkins invites you to join their 
new endeavor, HeatSmart Tompkins, 
to lower energy costs and reduce the 
environmental impact of  your home. 

Home heating and cooling accounts for about 
three quarters of home energy use in Tomp-
kins County, and the new HeatSmart Tompkins 
initiative aims to implement more non-fossil fuel 
energy and efficiency alternatives to controlling 
the temperature of your home. The HeatSmart 
Tompkins program promotes the installation 
of super efficient air- and ground-source heat 
pumps in combination with better insulation and 
air sealing in residential homes for year-round 
comfort and energy savings. Taking advantage 
of the HeatSmart Tompkins initiative will open 
up opportunities for:

 � lower-than-market pricing,

 � a varied selection of equipment and 
systems,and 

 � a simplified contracting process with trusted 
installation partners.  

Want to sign up or just learn more details? 

Wait no more – the program just kicked off!  
Enrollment is available through the end of Octo-
ber and the deadline for contract signing is the 
end of December. Two community meetings will 
be hosted in each town by HeatSmart Tompkins 
representatives. At these meetings you can learn 
about heat-pump technology, meet with install-
ers, and see how to enroll in the program.

Visit the HeatSmart Tompkins website where you 
can view the full outreach schedule of over 15 
community meetings and choose the location 
and time that works best for you. For those who 
cannot attend any of these meetings, copies of 
the presentations and video will be available on 
the website: www.solartompkins.org. 

For the past eight years, I have served as the elected town supervisor 
of the Town of Ithaca. Before that, I completed four years on the Town 
Board. I will not be a candidate for reelection this year – it is time for 
others to have the opportunity for public service. 

My first attempt at retirement was in 2008, after 35 years with Cornell 
in the Department of Human Development, but I was immediately 
elected town supervisor. The Town of Ithaca has traditionally combined 
the town supervisor position with that of a part-time town manager, 
making one full-time position. For the past few years, Bill Goodman, 
deputy town supervisor, and I have “job-shared,” with Bill increasingly 
taking on responsibilities.

I am happy to say that Bill is a candidate for town supervisor, and unless 
there is a challenger in the general election, he will smoothly transition 
to the role. Bill is an attorney in private practice. Running for Bill’s 
town board seat is Pam Bleiwas, also an attorney in private practice. 

I want to thank the many staff, board members, volunteers, and residents 
who have made the job of town supervisor so productive and enjoyable. 
I am pleased that the town internally now has productive committees, a 
solid budget, and wonderful facilities. 

During my tenure, there has been a focus on environmental protection 
with several new nature preserves, a couple conservation easements, a 
steep slopes law, a stream setback law, and many climate sustainability 
efforts. We have built new walkways on Warren and Hanshaw Roads 
and have several trail extensions in process. I believe we have the best 
– and best maintained – roads in the area. We have been aggressively 
improving our infrastructure, including new water tanks and water and 
sewer mains. We have begun the process of making the town more 
business-friendly. The town collaborates more than ever with other 
governments in the county. We now have a creative new Comprehensive 
Plan and a new zoning law is in process. 

I see a bright future for the Town of Ithaca and I encourage everyone to 
participate in your local government as much as possible.

I see a bright 

future for the 

Town of Ithaca

“

“



CayUga Lake WatersHed
intermUniCiPaL organization
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As a member of  the Cayuga Lake Watershed 
Intermunicipal Organization (IO), the Town 
of  Ithaca has accepted funding from the New 
York State Department of  State (NYS DOS) to 
oversee an update of  the Cayuga Lake Watershed 
Restoration and Protection Plan (RPP). 

During 2015 and into 2016, the IO is partnering with the 
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (Network) and numer-
ous others to conduct this update.  

The original plan was completed in 2001, the result of  a 
watershed-wide process that drew together town and vil-
lage officials, local and regional agencies, experts, and local 
residents. The group developed a long-range visionary 
plan, harnessing the energy of  the watershed’s 45 munici-
palities to evaluate the condition of  Cayuga Lake and its 
tributaries and formulate restoration and protection strate-
gies. Find the original plan at www.cayugawatershed.org.

ProjeCts and Programs oF tHe io
As a result of  the original plan, IO member municipalities 
have been awarded six rounds of  funding from NYS DOS 
totaling nearly $300,000 for projects devoted to stream-
bank stabilization, habitat restoration, and flood control.  
In addition, the IO supports public engagement and youth 
education through the Floating Classroom, which provides 
scholarships, lake access, STEM enrichment cruises, and 
“Trout in the Classroom” programs for over 2,500 stu-
dents annually.

PLan UPdate ProCess
Hilary Lambert, the Network’s steward, is coordinating 
the 16-month update process (see www.cayugalake.org for 
information). An important part of  the process is hearing 
from the public, so a questionnaire seeking observations 
and recommendations from watershed residents is avail-
able on the website.

To be added to the RPP Process Update email list, or to 
have a copy of  the questionnaire mailed to you, send a 
request to Hilary Lambert, steward@cayugalake.org, or 
leave a message at the Network’s office, (607) 319 0475.

PUbLiC inPUt is needed
Please give fifteen minutes to help update the Cayuga 
Lake Watershed Restoration & Protection Plan

It’s important for people within 
the watershed to let their 
municipalities and New York 
State know how they value the 
watershed and how they view 
its condition. Please take the 
opportunity to fill out the online 
questionnaire. Our beautiful and 
invaluable water resources will 
need our continual attention and 
care in the coming years and an 
updated Restoration and Protec-

tion Plan plays an important part 
in those efforts. 

Please alert younger people to 
the set of questions designed 
for their response. Youth is an 
important stakeholder group: 
they inherit tomorrow what we 
do today, and may have some 
interesting opinions and ideas 
about how to take care of our 
watershed.

CLiCk Here For tHe qUestionnaire

http://www.cayugalake.org/watershed-plan-update-process.html
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F a L L  b r U s H  &  L e a F  C o L L e C t i o n
brUsH CoLLeCtion
The Public Works Department will pick up brush, limbs, and branches 
starting Monday, Oct. 19th, and will continue throughout the town until 
finished.  There will be no second collection and no callbacks.

The intention of  this roadside 
collection service is for residents 
of  the Town of  Ithaca outside the 
Village of  Cayuga Heights to put a 
reasonable amount of  yard waste 
(as is generated during a normal 
year) out at the roadside for pick 
up by town crews.

Clearing of  building lots and hedgerows is 
beyond a normal amount of  material. Road-

side collection crews reserve the right to not 
pick up excessively large amounts of  brush 
and improperly piled materials. 

Brush you collect needs to remain out of  the 
rights-of-way until a couple days before the 
pick up; this will assure your safety and that 
of  your neighbors. Errant brush piles can 
wreak havoc on the stormwater systems and 
can create a hazard for walkers and cyclists.

LeaF CoLLeCtion
Leaf  collection will start 
Monday, Nov. 2nd and 
will continue throughout 
the week until 
finished. 

Leaves may be 
raked to the shoul-
der of  the road or 
bagged in biode-
gradable paper leaf  
bags (available at many stores 
in the area). Other debris such 
as pine needles, dead flow-
ers, garden waste, and grass 
clippings cannot be vacuumed 
and should be placed in bags.
• Set filled bags on the road 

shoulder, folding over the 
openings to close. 

• Do not staple or tape open-
ings. 

• Do not use plastic bags – 
they will not be picked up. 

Town crews will go around 
the entire town once with 
the leaf  vacuum. For the rest 
of  the month of  November, 
the crews will pick up paper-
bagged leaves on Mondays, 
which could extend through 
early week to encompass the 
entire town. 

We may send out leaf  crews 
earlier than Nov. 2nd to test 
our equipment and to pick up 
paper-bagged leaves before 
they get wet.

If  you have questions, call 
Public Works weekdays at 273-
1656 between 6:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m. or send an email to pub-
licworks@town.ithaca.ny.us.

All yard waste and 
leaves must be at  
the roadside by  
7 a.m. on the first  
day of  collection. 

HoW to PiLe brUsH CorreCtLy

You may drop off  brush 
and leaves at the Public 
Works facility at 106 Seven 
Mile Drive, weekdays from 

7:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
year round.

TRAFFIC

TRAFFIC

cut 
ends

cut 
ends

WHat to do

• Pile brush in neat bundles parallel to and 
along the shoulder of  the road or at the 
end of  the driveway if  no shoulder exits. 

• Put out limbs no larger than 8 inches in 
diameter (it is not necessary to cut limbs 
into small pieces).

• Limit brush piles to the size of  a pickup 
load (approximately 2’H x 4’W x 8’L).

WHat not to do

• Do not tie bundles of  brush.
• Do not place any materials in a ditch.
• Do not put out metal, rocks, glass, roots, 

stumps, or lumber scraps.
• Do not put brush out until a few days 

before collection. 



maiLbox PLaCement
W H y  i t ’ s  i m P o r ta n t
During snow-removal operations, snow 
propelled by plows will hit all mailboxes. 

Considering weather 
conditions in the Northeast, 
all mailboxes should be 
installed and maintained to 
a standard that allows for 
this type of abuse.

What happens if your mailbox is damaged by 
town equipment during snow plowing or road 
maintenance operations?

the town may replace or repair the mailbox 
if the mailbox is properly installed and initially 
in good repair, and provided the Public Works 
Department is given timely notification. Repairs 
requiring a new mailbox will be made using a 
standard aluminum mailbox.

the property owner must replace the mailbox  
if the mailbox was knocked down due to a dete-
riorated condition. Mailboxes must be installed 
according to USPS guidelines. The distance from 
the edge of the pavement to the front of the box 
shall be 6” to 12” with a 43” clearance to the 
bottom of the mailbox or structure support arm. 

Newspaper boxes follow the same guidelines as 
for mailboxes. They should not be placed under 
the mailbox due to the clearance requirements.

Our regular snow-removal hours are from 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
weekdays and as needed on nights and weekends. A typical plow 
route requires four hours to complete. 

When the roads are lightly snow cov-
ered and begin to become a hazard, the 
crews are called in, and salt is applied to 
the roads to provide de-icing. If  snow 
continues to accumulate on the roads 
more than 1½ to 2 inches, the roads 
and shoulders are plowed and salted at 
the same time.

County roads and rural connector roads 
are our first priority; school bus routes 
will take priority as need arises. 

Since snow plowing operations start 
early in the morning, parking on roads 
and shoulders is discouraged. If  a 
vehicle hinders snowplow operations, 
the vehicle will be towed at the owner’s 
expense.

Remind your snow removal service that 
snow pushed into the road from plow-
ing driveways should be completely 
cleared from the road. Snow left in 
roads can create a dangerous obstacle 
for drivers and a be liability for the 
homeowner.

Recycling and garbage receptacles 
should be placed off  the road shoulder 
and clear of  snowplow discharge and 
then removed promptly once pickup 
has occurred.

Please plan extra time for travel and 
reduce speed on wet or snow-covered 
roads. Remove snow, frost, and ice 
from vehicle windows. Not only will 
you be able to see better, it’s the law.

If you have questions regarding our snow removal operations, call the Public 
Works Department at 273-1656 or e-mail us at publicworks@town.ithaca.ny.us.

tHink snoW!

911
PUbLiC Works 

emergenCy gUideLines
normal business hours
6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Call 607-273-1656

outside business hours
Water or sewer emergencies:  

Call 607-277-0660 (Bolton Point)
Roadway or stormwater emergencies:  

Call 911

yes, it’s tHat time oF year again

roadside HoLiday tree PiCkUP
Public Works crews will pick up holiday trees after Christmas and will continue 
throughout the town through Tuesday, January 19th, as our schedule allows.

This service is for residents of the Town of 
Ithaca (outside the Village of Cayuga Heights), 
and is specific to holiday trees only – no brush 
or yard debris will be picked up. Trees need to 
remain out of the rights-of-way; this will assure 
your safety and that of your neighbors.  

You may also drop your holiday trees off at 
the Public Works facility at 106 Seven Mile 
Drive, Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. 
through 2:30 p.m. any time of the year.
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it’s bUdget season
For toWn and CoUnty governments 
We in the Town of  Ithaca take a long-view approach to budgeting; that is, we 
project out five years (more for equipment and infrastructure replacement) in 
order to anticipate potential changes. 

In the past few years, we’ve 
taken on more debt for 
replacing 50-year-old water 
tanks and water lines. When 
these were first built, aid 
from New York State and 
the federal government paid 
for up to 90 percent of  the 
cost. With little help available 
today, towns must pay the 
full amount for replacement. 
By taking advantage of  low 
construction bids during and 
after the great recession, we 
were able to keep replace-
ment costs low. In addition, 
very low interest rates on 
bonds mean that the Town 
of  Ithaca will have much-
reduced infrastructure costs 
in the next few decades.

Long-range planning, how-
ever, is not done. In addition 
to water infrastructure, the 
town has been borrowing to 

pay for repaving and other 
improvements of  town roads. 
We would like to start to raise 
enough money in the 2016 
budget (about $500,000 per 
year) to adopt – as much as 
possible – a “pay as you go” 
strategy for road improve-
ments. This would reduce 
our borrowing and thus the 
overall long-term cost to our 
residents. Finance Officer 
Mike Solvig has estimated 
that if  we continue to borrow 
for roads, we will eventually 
be paying $175,000 in inter-
est per year. As Mike says, 
“We would rather spend the 
$175,000 on asphalt than 
interest.”

If  the Town Board adopts 
this strategy, the only increase 
in the property tax levy for 
2016 will be a $475,000 
hike, primarily for highway 

purposes. This amounts to 
a 6.59% increase in the total 
property tax levy from 2015, 
and a $59 increase in the 
property tax bill for a typical 
home in the town (assessed at 
$190,000). With this increase 
in place, our financial projec-
tions indicate that future 
increases in the property 
tax levy (through fiscal year 
2020) would comply with the 
current tax cap, and tax rates 
would remain substantially 
level.

We appreciate the under-
standing of  Town of  Ithaca 
residents concerning more 
effective budgeting strategies. 
By making sacrifices now, we 
will lay the foundation for 
future stabilization of  local 
property taxes.

LoCaL eConomiC deveLoPment

sUCCess story
South Hill Business Campus 
is celebrating its 10th year 
providing economical rental 
space to start-ups and 
established firms alike. Those 
who remember it as the old NCR 
factory are often amazed at the 
transformation that has taken 
place inside the walls.

Developers worked with the town to 
establish a Planned Development Zone, 
allowing a mixed-use commercial facil-
ity, offering office, lab, industrial, and 
storage space to 50 local businesses. 
Their wide array of tenants includes 
financial planners, lawyers, non-profit 
agencies, a home builder, caterer, 
ceramic artist, and high-tech labs and 
manufacturers. It’s not just a workplace 
– it’s more of a community with tenants 
often finding a built-in market within the 
building. 

Tenants are offered a furniture-sharing 
program, on-site maintenance, dock 
access, and fork truck availability. Fin-
ger Lakes Technologies offers state-of-
the-art phone and data service includ-
ing video conferencing. All this located 
at 950 Danby Road, just minutes from 
downtown, with unlimited free parking 
and outstanding lake views. 

This is a perfect example of smart 
economic development, reusing existing 
infrastructure to invest in the community. 
It is the goal of the town’s Economic 
Development Committee to encourage 
similar “out of the box” thinking and 
entrepreneurship.

toWn HaLL renovation
The town renovated the old post office to serve as the town hall almost 15 years ago. 
We will soon renovate the front offices of the town clerk and the building and planning 
departments to improve customer service and flow and to increase coverage opportu-
nities. We will be widening the door and hallway and making it out of glass to allow 
more light into the area. The wall separating the town clerk’s office from the planning 
and building customer counter will be coming down to allow for coverage during 
absences in that area by the town clerk’s office and vice-versa.  Please bear with us 
while the transformation takes place.
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