
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Imagine a community where you have the choice to live in a rural setting, 
on a winding suburban street, or a compact neighborhood where you can 
walk ten minutes to a coffee shop, farmers’ market, or corner store. A 
community where you can live in your first house and your last, spanning 
the range from large, single-family homes to cozy bungalows to low-
maintenance rowhouses. A community where streets are designed for 
everybody – drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists.  A complete community.

On September 8, that idea came one step closer 
to reality, with the adoption of  the new Town of  
Ithaca Comprehensive Plan by a unanimous vote 
of  the town board. The new plan replaces the 
town’s previous comprehensive plan, adopted in 
1993. It charts a course for the town to navigate 
the challenges of  the 21st century. It sets in place a 
new vision for the town’s future, and a framework 
to help make that vision a reality.  

The new Comprehensive Plan is the product of  a 
multi-year effort that included town leaders, residents, and stakeholders. The plan is a “big 
picture” policy document that distills the town’s long-range goals and aspiration for its built 
and natural environment. Through maps, visuals, and text, the plan outlines what the town 
will look and feel like in the future and provides a roadmap to get there.

The new plan envisions a place that combines the best of  urban, suburban, and rural life 
to appeal to a broad range of  lifestyles and life stages. It also envisions a community that 
is resilient, livable, sustainable, and better prepared for the future. The new plan follows a 
holistic approach, recognizing that both human and natural habitats require diverse, com-
plex, and healthy environments to sustain their inhabitants. The new plan also introduces 
some big ideas. Turn to page 2 to read more.

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
The town’s economic development 
ad hoc committee wants residents 
to know about a new resource 
to support entrepreneurs: REV – 
Ithaca Startup Works REV is a 
new business incubator that offers 
entrepreneurs a place to grow their 
business while providing access to 
expert advice and business devel-
opment as well as access to advi-
sory resources of Cornell University, 
Ithaca College, and Tompkins 
Cortland Community College. Their 
purpose is to give new businesses 
a leg up, help them grow, and set 
permanent roots in the community. 
It offers a space where entrepre-
neurs can launch and grow their 
startup businesses. It’s a place – a 
focal point – where people inter-
ested in new business ventures can 
go and learn more about what’s 
happening in the startup scene in 
Ithaca and Tompkins County.  

Find them at: 
www.revithaca.com  
314 East State Street, Ithaca 
607.255.2327
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BIG IDEA NO. 1:  FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY 
The new plan focuses on creating a sustainable community – meeting the needs of today with-
out compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. Sustainability principles 
are woven throughout all aspects of the plan.  

A more compact and more connected community can reduce the distances that people travel 
to work and to shop and can reduce our carbon footprint. It can offer more viable multimodal 
transportation options, reduce reliance on single occupancy vehicles, and increase connec-
tions to nearby employment centers and services. The plan promotes wiser use of energy, and 
demands that we be good stewards of our natural resources so they remain available and 
plentiful for future generations. 

 

BIG IDEA NO. 2:  SMART GROWTH
The new plan embraces Smart Growth as the foundation for its goals and recommendations.  
Smart Growth is about better growth – building neighborhoods with more housing and trans-
portation choices near jobs, shops and schools. This approach supports the local economy 
and helps protect open spaces and the environment.

Smart Growth values long-range considerations of sustainability over short-term gains. 
The goals of Smart Growth are to achieve a unique sense of place; expand transportation, 
employment, and housing choices; equitably distribute costs and benefits of development; and 
preserve and enhance natural and cultural resources. 

 

BIG IDEA NO. 3:  TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT
The new plan recommends traditional neighborhood development (TND) in certain parts of 
the town that are close to the city limits and major employers. TND-based neighborhoods 
will include a variety of housing types and densities, an interconnected network of streets and 
blocks, human-scaled public spaces, and amenities such as stores, cafes, and gathering places 
within a short walking distance of residents‘ homes. New TND-based neighborhoods will be 
interwoven with the Town’s existing suburban neighborhoods and employment centers.

Q. What is a comprehensive 
plan?

A. It is a broad statement of  
goals and policies that describes a 
community’s vision for its future: 
its built and natural environment, 
neighborhoods, parks, transporta-
tion network, and economic base. 
It includes a framework of  recom-
mendations and tools to help turn 
its vision into reality, and analyses 
of  existing conditions and past and 
future trends that influence how 
the community changes and grows.

Q. Why did the town adopt a 
new plan?

A. The Town of  Ithaca adopted 
its first comprehensive plan in 
1993. Policies and development 
approaches that served us in the 
past do not provide all the direc-
tion needed today.

New practices and tools have 
emerged to help communities 
better shape their environments. 
There is a growing preference 
for living in neighborhoods that 
are more walkable, compact, and 
socially connected, along with 
increasing awareness of  how 
one’s actions and lifestyle affect 
the larger environment. The new 
plan recognizes these trends and 
will help the town guide develop-
ment in a way that better meets 
the changing needs and desires of  
current and future residents, while 
also better protecting the natural 
environment.

Q. How will the plan affect my 
neighborhood?

A. Planning staff  is available to 
answer any questions about how 
the plan will affect you. 

Call us at 607-273-1747, Monday 
through Friday, 8 AM to 4 PM, or 
send email to townplan@town.

ithaca.ny.us.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN INTRODUCES BIG IDEAS
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INLET VALLEY
From the recently adopted 
Comprehensive Plan

“The Inlet Valley Gateway district is 
intended to be a setting for a mix of  
office, small-scale retail, hospitality, 
and tourism and agritourism uses, 
with low-impact light industrial, 
artisanal industrial, and skilled trade 
uses. The scale, architecture and 
landscaping of  future development 
will need to be carefully designed and 
articulated. This area should retain 
a semi-rural character, with deep 
setbacks from arterial streets, wide 
spacing between uses, landscaped 
front yards, and vehicle parking sited 
on the side and/or rear of  structures. 
Shared curb cuts will reduce poten-
tial conflicts with highway traffic. 
Sidewalks should follow streets, with 
connections to adjacent areas planned 
for residential development. Archi-
tectural design, landscaping, and site 
planning regulations should apply to 
all uses in this area, including indus-
trial uses. Agglomeration of  mechani-
cal commercial uses, and incremental 
expansion of  commercial zoning 
resulting in strip commercial develop-
ment, will be strongly discouraged.”

Earlier this year, the town 
formed an economic devel-
opment committee to start a 
process to be more proactive in 
supporting economic activity. 
To-date we’ve taken several 
steps, including a brainstorm-
ing session with several key 
economic development players. 
As a result of that discussion 
and with an eye on the then-
emerging Comprehensive Plan, 

we decided to start with a focus 
on the Inlet Valley along Elmira 
Road (NY 13/34/96). This 
corridor is interesting in that it 
connects to multiple themes such 
as agriculture, heritage tourism, 
and recreation and to several 
businesses associated with these 
themes. We hosted an initial 
meeting to hear from business 
owners in that corridor. 

The economic development 
committee is exploring the idea 
of a winter meeting to gather 
additional input from a wider 
number of stakeholders living 
and working in the corridor. Our 
goal is to elicit feedback on a 
few emerging ideas for making 
this a vital, engaging corridor 
that supports economic devel-
opment based on the themes 
mentioned above. 

Town Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions with Renewable Energy Credits 

The Town has purchased just over 4.5 million kilowatt hours of green power in 2014 from Renewable Choice Energy 
to help reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, adding less than 1% to our electricity costs. The renewable energy 
credits (RECs) will be used to offset all of the electricity use of town municipal operations. This will decrease GHG emis-
sions by 2,300 metric tons – the equivalent of avoiding consumption of 258,000 gallons of gasoline.

This is just one of the 
town’s many sustainability 
and emissions reduction 
initiatives. We are on tar-
get to surpass our stated 
goal of reducing GHG 
emissions from govern-
ment operations 30% by 
2020.

“We are excited about 
this initiative – the Town 
Board approved it unani-
mously,” said Supervisor 
Herb Engman. “Purchas-
ing renewable energy 

credits is a pragmatic and 
flexible short-term option 
for reducing our green-
house gas emissions. As 
we scale up our energy 
efficiency and renewable 
energy efforts in the years 
to come, we will be able 
to decrease the amount of 
RECs we purchase.”

RECs are the way that 
green power is tracked 
and traded in North 
America; they are used 
by thousands of U.S. 

and Canadian organiza-
tions, including the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, to decrease envi-
ronmental impact. The 
RECs purchased by the 
town are sourced from 
a variety of wind, solar, 
low-impact hydro, and 
biomass projects, and are 
certified by Green-e® 
Energy, the nation’s lead-
ing certification program 
for renewable energy.

“This is a great example 
of the town government 
leading by example,” 
said Sustainability Plan-
ner Nick Goldsmith.  
“Residents and businesses 
can also purchase RECs 
at a very low cost to 
offset their own electric 
use, and pay for it on the 
same utility bill they pay 
today.  This is just one 
more easy thing people 
can do today to make a 
difference.”

EXPLORING OPTIONS FOR A VITAL, ENGAGING CORRIDOR & GATEWAY

Stay up to date on 
local sustainability 
news and events.  
Sign up for the 
monthly Ithaca 
Sustainability 

electronic 
newsletter at 
tinyurl.com/
ithacasust.

Interested? Please contact Town 
Board member Rod Howe at 
RHowe@town.ithaca.ny.us.



WHAT TO DO

• Pile brush in neat bundles parallel to the 
roadway along the shoulder of  the road or at 
the end of  the driveway if  no shoulder exits. 

• Put out limbs no larger than 8 inches in 
diameter (it is not necessary to cut limbs into 
small pieces).

• Limit brush piles to the size of  a pickup load 
(approximately 2’H x 4’W x 8’L).

WHAT NOT TO DO

• Do not tie bundles of  brush.
• Do not place any materials in a ditch.
• Do not put out metal, rocks, glass, roots, 

stumps, or lumber scraps.
• Do not put brush out until a few days before 

collection. 

TRAFFIC

TRAFFIC

cut 
ends

cut 
ends

F A L L  B R U S H  &  L E A F  C O L L E C T I O N

BRUSH COLLECTION
The Public Works Department will pick up brush, limbs, and branches 
starting Monday, Oct. 20th, and will continue throughout the town until 
finished.  

The intention of  this roadside 
collection service is for residents 
of  the Town of  Ithaca outside the 
Village of  Cayuga Heights to put a 
reasonable amount of  yard waste (as 
is generated during a normal year) 
out at the roadside for pick up by 
town crews.

Clearing of  building lots and hedgerows is 
beyond a normal amount of  material. Roadside 
collection crews reserve the right to not pick 
up excessively large amounts of  brush and 
improperly piled materials. 

Brush you collect needs to remain out of  the 
rights-of-way until a couple days before the 
pick up; this will assure your safety and that of  
your neighbors. Errant brush piles can wreak 
havoc on the stormwater systems and can cre-
ate a hazard for walkers and cyclists.

If  you have questions, call Public Works week-
days at 273-1656 between 6:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
or send an email to publicworks@town.ithaca.
ny.us.

There will be no second collection 
and no callbacks.

LEAF COLLECTION
Leaf  collection will start 
Monday, Nov. 3rd and 
will continue throughout 
the week until finished. 

Leaves may be raked 
to the shoulder of  
the road or bagged 
in biodegradable 
paper leaf  bags 
(30-gallon bags are 
available at many 
stores in the area). Please fill 
the bags and place them on the 
road shoulder, folding over the 
openings of  the bags to close. 
Do not staple or tape openings. 
No plastic bags will be picked 
up. 

Town crews will go around 
the entire town once with the 
leaf  vacuum. For the rest of  
the month of  November, the 
crews will pick up paper-bagged 
leaves on Mondays, which could 
extend through early week to 
encompass the entire town. 

Please note that we may send 
out leaf  crews earlier than Nov. 
3rd to test our equipment and 
to pick up paper-bagged leaves 
before they get wet.
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All yard waste and 
leaves must be at  
the roadside by  
7 a.m. on the first  
day of  collection. 

HOW TO PILE BRUSH CORRECTLY

Did you know that you can arrange to drop your 
yard waste off at the Public Works Facility at 106 
Seven Mile Drive, Monday through Friday, from 
7:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. year round?



THINK SNOW!
Yes, it’s that time of  year again. Below are the town’s guidelines 
for snow operations.

The primary consideration for making the decision between snow and ice 
removal and plowing is traffic safety and allowance for emergency services (fire 
and ambulance). When the roads are lightly snow covered and begin to become 
a hazard, the crews are called in, and salt is applied to the roads to provide de-
icing. If  the situation progresses to a point where the accumulation on the roads 
is 1½ to 2 inches, the roads and shoulders are plowed and de-iced together.

Our regular service hours for snow removal are from 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. week-
days and as needed on nights and weekends. County roads and rural connector 
roads are our first priority and all other town roads are a secondary priority. 
Emergency vehicles and school bus routes will take priority as need arises.

Since snow plowing operations start early in the morning, parking on roads and 
shoulders is discouraged. If  a vehicle hinders snowplow operations, the vehicle 
will be towed at the owner’s expense.

Remind your snow removal service 
that snow from plowing driveways 
should be completely cleared from 
the road. Snow left in roads can cre-
ate a dangerous obstacle for drivers 
and a liability for the homeowner.

Plan extra time for travel and reduce 
speed on wet or snow-covered 
roads. Remove snow, frost, and ice 
from vehicle windows. Not only will 
you be able to see, but it is the law.

The town budgets thousands of  dollars 
each year for repairs and maintenance of  
existing sewer lines, with a majority of  
it being spent to clear blockages in the 
sewer mains.

Most people don’t think about what happens to the 
stuff they dump down their drains or plumbing fixtures 
until they’re dealing with the problems of their sanitary 
sewer line not working or regurgitating back into their 
houses or lawns. This is bad in many ways, mainly in 
the mess it makes and the hefty cost it entails, not to 
mention the horrendous smell. 

TO FLUSH OR NOT TO FLUSH?
Items such as cotton swabs, cigarette butts, diapers, 
cooking grease, dental floss, and disposable wipes 
will potentially clog the sanitary sewer lines. Even 
when the manufacturer claims an item is flushable, it 
doesn’t always mean you should send it down your 
drain. Any substance that could be harmful to the 
environment — chemicals like paints, photo develop-
ers, thinners, pesticides, used motor oil, and medica-
tions — should never be flushed. Most wastewater 
treatment plants are not capable of removing these 
chemicals before discharging them back into the 
environment. A quick call to the sewage plant would be 
advisable before flushing any chemical substance into 
your sewer. It is illegal to discharge stormwater through 
sump pumps or drain piping into the sanitary sewer. In 
addition, steer clear of deep-rooted plantings over the 
sewer lines to ensure that they don’t block your sewage 
system. Their roots will find a way into the sewage 
pipes and thrive off the moisture and nutrients in the 
sewage. This could lead to hundreds, if not thousands, 
of dollars of repairs or replacements. 

MAINTENANCE: WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IS IT?
The Town of Ithaca is responsible for maintaining only 
the lateral pipe coming off the main to the easement 
line or property line. The remainder of the sewer line, 
including the cleanout risers, is the property owner’s 
responsibility. So the next time you’re running water 
down your drains, please remember the importance of 
what you are sending through the sewer lines to 
the wastewater treatment plant.

SANITARY SEWER ETIQUETTE:
WATCH WHAT YOU POUR DOWN YOUR DRAINS
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If you have any questions regarding the town’s snow 
removal operations, call the Public Works Department at 
273-1656 or e-mail us at publicworks@town.ithaca.ny.us.

MAILBOX PLACEMENT: WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
Property owners are responsible for the proper placement of   their mailboxes 
and ensuring that the wooden, metal, or plastic post and arm are free from rot, 
breakage, and deterioration. An inspection of  the braces and hinges should be 
done every fall. 

What happens if  your mailbox is damaged by town equipment during 
snow plowing or road maintenance operations?

THE TOWN MAY REPLACE OR REPAIR THE MAILBOX IF:
The mailbox is properly installed and initially in good repair, and provided the 
Public Works Department is given timely notification. Repairs requiring a new 
mailbox will be made using a standard aluminum mailbox.

THE PROPERTY OWNER MUST REPLACE THE MAILBOX IF:
The mailbox was knocked down due to a deteriorated condition. Mailboxes 
must be installed according to USPS guidelines. The distance from the edge of  
the pavement to the front of  the box shall be 6” to 12” with a 43” clearance to 
the bottom of  the mailbox or structure support arm. 

Newspaper boxes follow the same requirements as for mailboxes and should 
not be placed under the mailbox due to the clearance requirements.



Calculating the amount of  each individual 
tax bill is easy once you have three pieces of  
information: 

ASSESSED VALUE of every property in the town. Prop-
erty values are determined by the Tompkins County Depart-
ment of Assessment. 

TAX LEVY, which is determined by the town board, is the 
total amount of funds the town needs to raise in taxes to 
provide services important to our residents. 

TAX RATE can be calculated once you know the value of 
the first two variables:  

Tax 
Rate = Tax 

Levy ÷ Assessed  value of all 
properties in the town

Now you can calculate your tax bill:

Property 
Tax Bill = Tax 

Rate x Assessed value of  
YOUR property

P R O P E R T Y  TA X E S : 

EFFECT OF THE PROPERTY TAX CAP

Further complicating the financial picture is the property tax cap 
and now “tax freeze” imposed by the governor and state legislature. 

The property tax cap restricts the growth 
of  the annual property tax levy to either 
2% or the rate of  inflation, whichever is 
lower.  For 2015, the 
tax cap growth rate is 
set at 1.56%, although 
there are factors which 
allow municipalities 
to exceed that level. 
The tax cap may also be exceeded by the 
affirmative vote at least 60% of  the town 
board. In 2015, the new “tax freeze” 
will provide for tax rebates to owners of  
properties located in municipalities and 
school districts that comply with the tax 
cap, and meet certain qualifying require-
ments. 

This past August, the Ithaca City School 
District passed a referendum to exceed 
the tax cap for their 2014-2015 year, with 
the result that property owners will not 

receive these sizeable rebates on their 
school district property taxes in 2015. If  
the members of  the town board decide 

to stay within the tax cap 
for 2015 that will allow 
our taxpayers to receive 
at least a partial rebate. 
The “typical” town 
property would see a 

rebate of  approximately $21.56 for town 
property taxes in 2015.

Property values stagnated in 
the early years of  the recession 
and were outpaced by the 
annual increases in the town’s 
property tax levy. Because of  
this, we saw small increases in 
the property tax rates. 

Looking ahead to 2015, we 
do have some good news in 
that the latest figures from the 
Tompkins County Department 
of  Assessment indicate that 
property values are beginning 
to increase at a faster rate. 
If  the increase in assessed 
values is large enough to cover 
the increase in the property 
tax levy, the tax rate will not 

increase and could even 
decrease. 6

T O  B E  D E T E R M I N E D

R I S I N G 
PROPERTY VALUES

PUBLIC HEARING

The Ithaca Town Board invites 
public comments on the 2015 

Preliminary  Budget.

October 20, 2014, 
starting at 5:30 p.m.



PROPERTY TAXES IN THE TOWN AND COUNTY COULD BE MUCH LOWER

EXCEPT FOR 3 VERY IMPORTANT FACTORS: 

About 46% of  property in the Town is exempt.

This means that 54% of  the properties must absorb 100% of  the property tax levy.  Most tax-
exempt property is owned by Ithaca College and Cornell University.  While Cornell University 
does provide a contribution to the City of  Ithaca, part of  which benefits the town because it 
is credited to fire protection, this contribution is far less than the amount it would pay if  they 
were required to pay the same property tax rates as the typical taxpayer.  Ithaca College, while 
approached several times, continues to refuse to make any contribution toward the services it 
receives.

Unfunded mandates imposed by the state. 

Since all local governments in NYS are units of  state government, the state can require local 
government to run programs, but not provide funding for them. Thus, the town must raise the 
money through property taxes. It has been estimated that local property taxes could be cut in half  
if  the state paid for all its mandated programs. The governor continues to avoid any meaningful 
dialog on the subject of  mandate relief.

The high cost of  fire protection. 

Approximately 47% of  the town property tax levy goes to pay one bill – fire protection. This 
relates back to the first factor regarding tax-exempt properties. Cornell pays for only a portion 
of  the cost for fire protection for their campus; Ithaca College pays nothing. Most of  the cost of  
providing fire protection for Cornell and Ithaca College is paid for by town residents.

In addition to seeking a reduction in fire protection costs, the town has already cut about 8% of  
its staff  and may eliminate contributions to community programs that are not the primary respon-
sibility of  the town. While these programs are all worthwhile, town residents already help pay for 
them through county, state, and federal taxes. For most of  these programs, the town is the only 
additional contributor. We are seeking to spread the costs over a larger base.

CAN’T GET TO TOWN HALL ON TIME? 
USE OUR CONVENIENT DROP BOX FOR PAYMENTS OR DROP THEM IN THE MAIL

How to use the drop box
We realize many people can’t make it to Town 
Hall during our office hours, so for our resi-
dents’ convenience, there is a drop box on the 
wall to the left of the Buffalo Street entrance to 
the building for after-hours payments of water 
and tax bills and traffic tickets. Payments are 
collected in the morning and considered on 
time for the previous day.  And while the box 
is locked and secure, we don’t recommend 
depositing cash. 

We accept postmarks

People have expressed concern that if they 
send their bills to us by mail, they might arrive 
late. Not to worry: bills that are postmarked by 
the due date are considered on time.

Please call the town clerk’s office at 273-1721 
if you have any questions or concerns. 

Will town 
property 
taxes go 
up this 
year? 

Although we 
start the budget-

ing process in 
February of  each 
year, the answer 

may await further 
developments 

at the state level 
regarding the tax 
cap regulations 
and labor union 

agreements.  

At this point in 
time, it looks like 
the tax levy will 
be very close to 

the tax cap level. 
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Is Your Pet

Against Rabies?
Rabies is a fatal disease that 
is easily prevented with vac-
cination. All pets must be 
vaccinated against rabies. 

Why?  It’s the law. 

If  your animal is exposed to a 
potentially rabid animal and 
is overdue for a rabies vacci-
nation, the pet is required to 
be either euthanized or kept 
under a strict six-month quar-
antine. Rabies kills humans 
and is endemic to our area, so 
rabies vaccination is essential 
in controlling the spread of  
the disease and keeping your 
family protected. 

Whether you have a 3-lb. Yor-
kie that barely leaves your lap 
or a 15-year-old cat that has 
retired to bird-watching from 
the window, rabies vaccina-
tion is necessary for all pets.

REDUCING CONFLICTS WITH COYOTES
Coyote attacks on people are VERY RARE; as a matter of  perspective, on average, 
650 people are hospitalized and one person is killed by dogs each year in New York, 
while only a handful of  coyote attacks occur nationwide each year. 

The Eastern coyote is firmly established in New York. They live here as an integral part of  
our ecosystems. People and coyotes can usually coexist if  the natural fear of  people that 
coyotes have is maintained. Threatening behavior by coyotes towards people is most com-
mon in areas where coyotes have lost their natural fear of  people and/or have learned to 
associate people with a readily available source of  food – a problem that is exacerbated by 
people deliberately feeding coyotes. 

Below are steps you should take to reduce the potential for conflicts with coyotes. 

Do not feed coyotes. 

Unintentional food sources attract coyotes and other wildlife and increase risks to people 
and pets. To reduce risks:

 ► Do not feed pets outside.
 ► Make garbage inaccessible to coyotes and other animals.
 ► Eliminate availability of  bird seed. Concentrations of  birds and rodents that come to 
feeders can attract coyotes. If  you see a coyote near your birdfeeder, clean up waste seed 
and spillage to remove the attractant.

Do not allow coyotes to approach people or pets. 

 ► Teach children to appreciate coyotes from a distance. 
 ► If  you see a coyote, be aggressive in your behavior - stand tall and hold arms out to look 
large. If  a coyote lingers, make loud noises, wave your arms, throw sticks and stones. 
 ► Do not allow pets to run free. Supervise all outdoor pets to keep them safe from coyotes 
and other wildlife, especially at sunset and at night. 

Deter coyotes from your property.

 ► Fencing your yard may deter coyotes. The fence should be tight to the ground, preferably 
extending six inches below ground level, and taller than 4 feet. 
 ► Remove brush and tall grass from around your property to reduce protective cover for 
coyotes. Coyotes are typically secretive and like areas where they can hide. 

  S U B U R B A N  C O Y O T E S :
The New York State Depart-
ment of  Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) reminds 
the public that observations 
of  coyotes are not uncom-
mon in suburban areas. 
These encounters are likely to 
become more frequent as the 
spaces occupied by people 
and coyotes increasingly 
overlap. 

Many people have the miscon-
ception that coyotes live only 
in remote, forested habitats, far 
away from people. In reality, 
coyotes commonly inhabit areas 

in close proximity to people, and 
suburban sprawl actually makes 
for ideal coyote habitat. A plenti-
ful food supply 
(small mam-
mals, pet food, 
and unsecured 
garbage) coupled with scattered 
protective cover (parks, golf  
courses, cemeteries, and wood-
lots) enables coyotes to meet all 
of  their needs, while allowing 
them to travel less and defend 
smaller territories than would 
typically be necessary in more 
remote settings.

Another common misconcep-
tion about coyotes is that any 
seen out during the daytime 

must be rabid. It’s 
more likely the ani-
mal is healthy and 
has increased feeding 
activity to meet the 
demands of  raising 
young. As with any wild 
animal, the potential 
for conflict exists. 

To protect pets, they should 
be allowed outside only under 
supervision. 

Vaccinated

S E PA R AT I N G  FA C T S  F R O M  F I C T I O N

Cats and dogs allowed to run free are at risk of being 
injured or killed not only by coyotes, but by dogs, other 
wildlife predators, and motor vehicles as well.

More information on coyote conflicts can 
be found at www.dec.ny.gov/ 

animals/6971.html
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