
                                                                        Math 96,  Section 1011                                                        Fall 2011 

                                                                       Intermediate Algebra 
 

                                                                                  Syllabus 
 

Class Location:    MDWS   S 102 

Times, Dates:    MW   1:30 PM – 2:45 PM,  August 29 – December 14, 2011 

Holidays:  Labor Day 9/5,  Nevada Day 10/28, Veterans’ Day 11/11, Thanksgiving 11/24 – 11/27 

 

Instructor:   Elsi Reinhardt     Phone:   (775) 824-8606 (office),   (775)851-2203 (home)  

                                                   e-mail:   ereinhardt@mail.tmcc.edu 

                                                  Web site:   www.scsr.nevada.edu/~elsi 

 

Office:   Meadowood Center,   MDWS   S317 (third floor) 

 

Office Hours:   M, W:   12:00 Noon – 1:15 PM  

                            Other times by appointment.    Please feel free to call me at home. 

 

Mathematics Department:   VISTA B200, (775) 673-7181.  Chairman:  Jim Winston, (775) 673-7279. 

 

Text:    Beginning & Intermediate Algebra, Fourth Edition. Elayn Martin-Gay. Pearson Prentice Hall. 

                                                          With MyMathLab 

            (Or you may purchase a stand-alone MML access code which gives you a printable, electronic book) 

 

Graphing Calculator:   A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is recommended for this course. Calculators are 

available as a rental for $20 per semester from the Tutoring and Learning Center in Vista B106.  A six function 

calculator will also work in this class.  If you don’t have one, you may purchase one for $2 from the Tutoring 

Center.  For the final exam, you will be required to use a six function calculator which I will provide if you don’t 

have one of your own.  Cell phone calculators are not allowed in class. 

  

Prerequisite:   Completion of Math 095 with either C or better, or an equivalent; or a qualifying ACCUPLACER, 

ACT/SAT test result. 

  

Course Description:   
 A second course in algebra. Topics covered include: solving quadratic, rational and radical equations, simplifying 

rational and radical expressions and complex numbers, and solving application problems. 
 

Course Objectives:  
Students will:  

1. Evaluate exponential expressions with rational exponents.  

2. Use function notation; evaluate a function.  

3. Solve equations involving absolute value, rational expressions, rational exponents, and radicals.  

4. Solve systems of linear inequalities by graphing, and solve non-linear polynomial inequalities.  

5. Use rational expressions in application problems including ratios, proportions, and variation.  

6. Perform complex number arithmetic.  

7. Solve quadratic equations and inequalities using a variety of methods.  

8. Use quadratic equations in application problems. 
 

Course Outcomes:  
Outcome Statement 1: Students will demonstrate the ability to solve nonlinear equations using analytic methods.  

Outcome Statement 2: Students will demonstrate the ability to use mathematics concepts in real world situations.  

Outcome Statement 3: Students will demonstrate the ability to simplify and perform operations with nonlinear 

expressions.  

Abilities will be measured by exam questions, in class work, quizzes, and/or projects using predetermined 

Mathematics Department standards. 

 

  

mailto:ereinhardt@mail.tmcc.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/ereinhardt/Desktop/MyClasses/m126/syllabus/www.scsr.nevada.edu/~elsi
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Academic responsibilities:  You are responsible for your own learning and for ... 

1. Attending class regularly and on time. 

2. Meeting deadlines as specified in the course outline. 

3. Completing homework assignments and all tests as specified. 

4. Determining the content of course material missed due to absence. 

5. Reading the text before coming to class. 

6. Learning basic calculator procedures to solve problems.  

7. Participating in class discussions and activities. 

8. Getting help when you don’t understand something. 

 

Method of Instruction:  The classes are conducted informally and will typically consist of question and answer 

sessions, coverage of new material, and small group activities.  Your active participation in class discussions is 

expected. 

 

Attendance:  Attendance is taken every class period.  You are expected to come to class on time and stay the entire 

class period.  Notice:  If you miss the first class of the semester, I may withdraw you for nonattendance (TMCC 

catalog, page A-8) to make room for another student possibly waiting to get into the class.  If you decide after the first 

class meeting that this class is not for you, please officially drop the class right away.   If you stop attending the class, to 

avoid receiving a grade of F in the class, it is your responsibility to withdraw by Friday, October 21, 4:59 PM.   

You are responsible for determining the content and extent of any class work and assignments made during any 

period of absence. 

Occasionally we may work on some problems in class for extra credit.  If you are not in class, the work cannot be 

made up. 
 

Homework:   The course outline is attached.  You are expected to have read the section(s) that will be discussed on a 

given day before coming to class. The homework will consist of three parts: 

 

1. The electronic sets delivered over the internet using MyMathLab (MML) contain algorithmically generated 

exercises similar to the book’s odd numbered exercises at the end of each section. You will have sets of homework 

problems for each section of our text which are meant to be drill and practice sets.  Note:  You may print these 

homework sets, work out the problems without the computer on, and then enter the answers into the computer later 

on.  This may be useful if you don’t have a computer at home.  

  

Some of the benefits of using MML:    
   - For each attempt, you receive immediate feedback. 

   - Repetition of homework offers you the opportunity to get 100% on an assignment every time and to master 

     concepts or skills. 

   - You may print the assignments and then enter the answers later. 

   - You have 24/7 access to guided solutions and lectures. 

   - You have access to your grade book that will also contain your scores for handwritten work.  This allows you 

      to see your overall score at any time. 

    

To register and to access the MML homework go to http://www.pearsonmylab.com .  To access the course 

materials, you will need the course ID which I will give to you in class.  I will discuss and demonstrate 

MyMathLab in class. 

 

2. The MML sets that are labeled as “Quizzes” you will have to solve on your own in one sitting to check your 

memory and understanding of concepts.  You will have two tries at these quizzes until the due date. 

 

3. Handwritten work consists of the bold faced problems listed in the Course Outline.   All your work must be neatly 

shown and be in logical order.  If I cannot read your handwriting or cannot follow your logic, you will get a zero 

score for that particular problem.  I will not accept any late homework.  I will drop the three lowest scoring 

handwritten problems when calculating the semester average of your handwritten assignments. 

 

http://www.pearsonmylab.com/
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Examinations:  There will be three paper and pencil in-class exams and a departmental comprehensive final exam 

which will take a full class period each.  There will be no make-ups for the exams.  If you miss an exam for any 

reason, your score on the Final exam will be used for the missing exam score. 

Notice:  The Final Exam will be a departmental comprehensive final exam on the last day of class (see outline for date). 

The final exam must be taken to be eligible to pass this course. The final exam will be worth 40% of your grade, it will 

have open-ended questions and there will be no partial credit given.  The Final exam has been designed as a “no 

calculator required” test, but you will be allowed to use a 6-function calculator which I will provide for the exam. 
 

Grading:  The percent score for the semester is computed as follows: 

 

               -  The average of the handwritten homework counts for 5% of your semester grade. 

               -  The average of the MML homework counts for 15% of your semester grade. 

               -  The average of the MML quizzes counts for 5% of your semester grade. 

               -  The average of the three regular exams counts for 30% of your semester grade. 

               -  The comprehensive departmental final exam counts for 40% of your semester grade. 

 

                 The semester letter grade is determined as follows:   

 

                  A: 90 - 100%,     B: 80 - 89%,     C: 70 - 79%,     D:  60 – 69%,     F: below 60%.   

 

                 Important:   You may withdraw yourself from this class on or prior to the cut-off date of  

                                       Friday, October 21, 4:59 PM. 

                 Note:  You must have a C or better to take Math 120 or Math 126. 
 

 

Free Tutoring:   

 The Tutoring and Learning Center is located in Vista B106.   Phone:  674-7517. 

Math Tutoring Hours:     M-TH    from 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM 

                                           F , S     from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Tutoring website:  http://tutoring.tmcc.edu  

Drop-in space is reserved for students who are working independently or for those who have only a few 

questions. 

To make an appointment with a tutor: 
1.  Go to my.tmcc.edu. 

2.  Log in using your TMCC username and password. 

3.  Under Other Resources, click on the Schedule Free Tutoring. 

4.  In the drop-down menu, choose the subject for which you would like to schedule tutoring, and log in. 

5.  The week of available appointments will appear. Open time slots are white boxes. 

6.  Click on a white space to reserve that appointment time. 

7.  Fill out all required information, and click Save. 

8.  To cancel an appointment, click on your appointment box from the schedule. It will appear in yellow. 

Check the Cancel Appointment box at the bottom of the window, and click Save Changes. 

 10 hours of online tutoring is available free via Smarthinking:   

To access Smarthinking: 

   Login into MyTMCC and select WebCollege Access. 

   Select the Go To Smarthinking button on your TMCC WebCollege (ANGEL) homepage to 

    automatically create an account with Smarthinking. 

 If you need assistance with your username and password, go to http://my.tmcc.edu/support. 
 

 MyMathLab also provides free online and phone-in tutoring. 

 

 

http://tutoring.tmcc.edu/
http://my.tmcc.edu/login/
http://my.tmcc.edu/support
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Calculator Rentals:   TI 83 calculators can be rented for $20 per semester in the Tutoring Center. 

Calculators can be rented during the normal operating hours on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last, 

starting the first day of instruction. 

 

Ethics Statement:   Cheating will not be tolerated. Any student caught attempting to cheat, cheating, or helping 

another student cheat will receive a grade of F for the course. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  Qualified, self-identified students with documented disabilities have the 

right to free accommodations to ensure equal access to educational opportunities at Truckee Meadows Community 

College. For assistance, contact TMCC’s Disability Resource Center at 775-673-7277 (TTY 775-673-7888), come by 

the Red Mountain Building, room 315 B or visit http://www.tmcc.edu/drc. 

 

Student Classroom Conduct Statement:  Truckee Meadows Community College encourages all students to 

pursue academic studies and other college sponsored activities that promote intellectual growth and personal 

development.  Students are responsible for complying with University and Community College System of Nevada 

(UCCSN) and college guidelines. 

 

TMCC has an obligation to maintain conditions under which the work of the college can go forward freely, in 

accordance with the highest standards of quality, institutional integrity and freedom of expression. These standards, 

procedures for reporting infractions, and processes for addressing complaints and allegations are available on the 

TMCC web site, college catalog (appendix L) and the office of the associate dean of students (RDMT 327, 673-7114). 
 

 

Other issues: 

 Cell Phones:  All cell phones must be turned off and out of sight during class time - this includes talking,  

text messaging, and calculator usage. 

 

 E-mails: When contacting me via e-mail, please state your name, class and section number (or day/time).  

Write the email as a note or letter, not a text message. 

 

 Phone messages:  On the phone, please speak slowly and clearly and give your name, class and section 

number (or days of the week) and the phone number for the return call in the beginning of the message. 

 

http://www.tmcc.edu/drc

