
 Have you ever been 
walking through the store and 
wondered which household 
cleaner would get rid of bacteria 
best?  Well, Joel Waddell could 
tell you.

 Have you ever been 
shopping for school supplies and 
wanted to know which markers 
would last longer?  Madison Post 
could tell you that one.

 Have you ever wondered 
what would be the best way to 
store your food, so it doesn’t 
spoil quickly? Carter Smith is the 
man to ask about that one.

 Are you beginning to 
wonder why our students have 
the answers to these questions?  
The answer is they are preparing 
for the Art & Science Fair being 
held at Trinity Lutheran School 

on Thursday, February 11th 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m.  

 Students in grades 6-8 
were required to complete the 
scientific process and submit a 
project of their choosing for the 
fair.  Other classes will also 
be involved and be 
submitting their own 
investigations, as well as 
putting their artwork on 
display.

 Along with the 
science and art displays, the 
4th and  5th grade classes 
will be offering a spaghetti 
supper in an effort to raise 
money for their class trip to 
Mackinac Island in May.  
There is no cost for the meal, 
but a free will offering will be 
taken.

 If you are anything like 
me you are consistently on the 
look-out for family friendly 
activities.  Well, look no further.  
All are welcome for an evening of 
great food, wonderful artwork, 
superb scientific inquiry, and 
fantastic fellowship.

An Evening with the Arts & Sciences
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How I Got Here
Where Are They Now?
Jessica (Slater) Carter

This week’s 
feature is 
someone who 
is a familiar 
face around 
TLS, but 
someone you 
may not 

realize is an alumnus 
herself.  Jessica Carter (nee Slater) 
graduated from Trinity in 1987 and 
then went on to Lumen Christi High 
School.  After graduating there in 
1991, Jessica went on to Central 
Michigan University where she 
earned her bachelor’s degree in 
English/journalism.  After college 
Jessica married Rick Carter and then 
moved to Chicago to work as a 
marketing writer.  

After living in Chicago for five years, 
Rick and Jessica moved back to 
Jackson to settle down and start a 
family.  They are blessed with two 
lovely girls: Jane and Rachel.  Both 
girls currently attend TLS, Jane in 
Mr. Genthner’s class, & Rachel in 
Preschool.  

Jessica loves to read, read, read - 
especially historical fiction.  She also 
loves to cook and clam her specialities  
are stuffed artichokes, any seafood 
and homemade macaroni and cheese.  
Her interests also include astronomy, 
mythology, and a “budding” interest 
in gardening.  She has aspirations of  
starting a food critiquing blog that 
she would name after a couple of  her 
past pets.  She loves to eat at 
authentic restaurants and would love 
to give small businesses a leg up 
through positive reviews!  Currently 
she is self-employed as a freelance 
writer and editor.

Jessica had this to say about her years  
at TLS, “As a young kid, my family 
moved around a lot because my dad 
was in medical school and doing his 
residency. I spent my first four years 
of  school in four different schools. 
Trinity was the first school I attended 

 As we approach 
Lutheran School’s Week, I 
always look back at my own 
journey to this place, and how 
instrumental a congregation can 
be in changing the life of  a 
young person.

	 Having always been 
somewhat of  a late bloomer it 
took me a while to find my place.  
I began my college career at The 
Ohio State University, where I 
was enrolled in the psychology 
program there.  Having recently 
survived the divorce of  my 
parents, I was thinking that I 
would like to help others who 
had gone through difficult times 
by becoming a counselor.  After 
a year away from home, I found 
that I was much too homesick 
and that I wanted to be closer to 
family and friends, so I packed 
my bags and transferred to the 
University of  Cincinnati.

I decided that I would live at 
home and commute to school 
each day.  This also gave me the 
opportunity to work when I 
wasn’t in class at a local software 
company.  After working for a 
while there in the marketing 
department, I decided to change 
my major to business.  For two 
years I plugged along taking my 

core classes as well as more 
specialized classes like, statistics, 
business law, and business 
calculus.  All the while I never felt 
like this was a good fit for me 
either.  It was towards the end of  
my 2nd year at UC that I went to 
my pastor to get his advice.  I 
never knew going in that this 
discussion would be a turning 
point in my life.

I had been extremely involved in 
my church.  I was an active 
member of  the church choir, I 
was a co-leader of  a college age 
Bible study, and I taught the 
preschool Sunday school class 
with my best friend.  When I sat 
down with my pastor that day he 
mentioned that he was talking 
with his wife and they thought I 
would make a fine church worker.  
This certainly caught me by 
surprise.  Sure I liked being a 
Sunday school teacher, but could 
I do that every day?  And didn’t I 
have to go to an expensive school 
to become a Lutheran teacher?  
My mom was divorced and going 
to nursing school, we had no 
money for that!  I will never 
forget my pastor’s response to my 
objections.  He laughed and said, 
“Well, if  money is the only thing 
holding you back that’s nothing - 

for more than one year (five years), so it has an extra special place in my heart. 
One of  my favorite teachers at Trinity was Mr. Mohlenhoff, who was my 
eighth grade teacher. (He was especially awesome on our eighth grade class 
trip to Toronto when he helped me look for a specific library where my 
favorite band made a music video!)

Last year I was given the chance to coach TLS girls varsity volleyball. What 
an honor and privilege! Every interaction I had with those young 
ladies reminded me of  something I had always suspected - the kids of  Trinity 
Lutheran School in Jackson are some of  my favorite people around!”

Thank you Jessica for sharing your story.  We are so blessed to still have you as  
an important part of  our Trinity family!



How I Got Here (cont.) Chapel Schedule
February offering is Hearts for Jesus 
- The Lutheran Malaria Initiative.   

This is an unprecedented effort 
among all the Lutheran synods and 
Lutheran World Relief.  We will use 
our weekly chapel envelopes for this 

offering.  There are special 
envelopes available in the school 

office for any adult or family wishing 
to make a special offering.  

Upcoming chapel speakers are:
 2/10 - Pastor Lanham
 2/17 - Pastor Waddell. 

Mr. or Mrs. Beiswanger will be here 
for chapel on 2/17. They founded 

the A.D.A.M. Foundation. The 
Eighth Grade will present a check to 

them. It is the Eighth Grade tithe 
from Poinsettia Sales.

Everyone is welcome to 
worship with us on 

Wednesday mornings 
beginning at 8:15 a.m.

we can figure out the money, 
God will take care of  that!” 

After two hours I came home to 
tell my mom that I was moving 
to Ann Arbor and going to 
become a Lutheran school 
teacher.  From that point on 
everything fell into place.  I was 
registered for Concordia College 
within the week and my 
congregation began a 
scholarship fund to help finance 
my endeavor.  In the end they 
basically paid for my first year of 
college.   

My home congregation not only 
supported me financially, but 
they lifted me up in their prayers, 
and regularly asked how school 
was going.  I was a child of  that 
family, and they had a vested 
interest in my education.  They 
knew that even though I would 
not be serving them directly once 
I got out of  school, I would be 
fulfilling their mission of  going 

out to make disciples.  This 

meant far more to me than the 
financial support.  Since that 
time several other young people 
from that congregation have 
gone on to become Lutheran 
teachers and pastors - God has 
richly blessed their generosity.

I would challenge you to 
regularly lift those children up 
who are attending our school, 
and let them know you care by 
asking about how they are doing.  
I would also encourage you to 
pray for those from our 
congregation that are attending 
synodical colleges and 
universities throughout our 
country.  These are people who 
will touch lives in a unique and 
special way.  I count it a blessing 
to be called to be a part of  the 
ministry here at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, a blessing that was made 
possible by a little church in 
Mason, Ohio who let God use 
them in a big way.

- Elizabeth Valente

Coming In Two 
Weeks:

•Words of  Wisdom: A staff 
article written by Dr. Timothy 

Frusti

• Where Are They Now?: An update on 
one of  our Trinity Alumni.

• More Classroom News: Keep up-to-
date on the classroom happenings at 
TLS.

• Getting to Know You: Don’t forget, if  
you would like your child featured simply 
go to www.tlsjackson.com and choose the 
Mustang Matters link and fill out the 

From the Office of  our Principal

Way to go boys!  They took second in their tournament.  I was  
very proud of  our boys this past weekend on how they 
conducted themselves during their tournament.  They played 
the last two games with only five players.  It would have been 
easy to get down and frustrated, instead they rose to the 
occasion remaining calm and collected.  Thank you Mr. 
Schultz for a job well done in coaching.  

Our "Loose Change " Collection has been postponed for 
Lutheran Schools Week in March. Proceeds will go to the 
ADAM Foundation. 

Reminder to please not park on the circle drive during drop off 
7:40-8am and pick-up 2:45 - 3:10. We want to keep our 
children safe.  Don't forget the Science/Art Fair on Feb. 11.

http://www.tlsjackson.com
http://www.tlsjackson.com


Classroom News
Kindergarten & First Grade

Upcoming events:  Tuesday, February 9- 100th 
day of  school party.  A note was sent home on 
Friday. Wednesday, February 10- Junie B. Jones 
play at JCC.  Friday, February 12 - Valentine 

Party, 1:45-3:00.  Please send 14 Valentine cards 
with your child.  Thanks to Monica 

VanDerWeide for organizing the party.
- Mrs. Frusti

Second & Third Grades
Our solar collector is finished! We had one day of  

sunshine with it so far and got temperatures of  124 
deg. heat emitting from it. Thank you parents for 

donating the materials, especially Kevin Smith and 
Kevin Block. On another note, I want to thank 
parents for studying with their children. Social 

Studies and Science test scores have been pretty 
high lately.  The science fair is coming up soon, so 
if  you have a project, please have it completed in 

time.  I encourage all students to participate.
- Mr. Genthner

Fourth & Fifth Grades
We’ve been busy working on our commercials for 

the states in the Southern United States.  We’ve 
been using Microsoft Moviemaker and having a 

blast.  Ask your child to show you their finished 

movie!  We’ll be having our Valentine’s party on 
Friday, February 12th.  Look for more details to 

com out about that.
- Mrs. Valente

Preschool
On Thurs (Feb. 11 ) and Friday (Feb. 12) we will be doing 

valentine activities with the children. A note was sent 
home with other details. We have Mr. Goings and Mrs. 
Ward sharing their occupations with us in the month of  
February.  If  you would like to share yours with our class 
please  just let us know. Thank you for putting names on 

winter gear!  
- Mrs. Westin & Ms. Lora

Child Care
Child Care: (younger children) We have been working on their 
fine motor skills by exploring with Play Dough, playing with the 

water table, and having fun with shaving cream.  They are 
really enjoying it!

Extended Care: (older children) We have been having fun 
creating a study group for homework as soon as we get off  the 
bus and have snack.  This gives us more time to play with our 

friends and spend time with our family.  
Reminder: Please let us know if  you child will need child care 

on Monday, February 15th.
- Miss Erika, Miss Danielle, & Miss Michelle

Corrections:
FastDirect had noted that President’s Day was  

February 22nd.  That has been corrected to 
show that President’s Day is in fact on 

February 15th.

8th Grade orientation at Jackson High School 

is at 6 p.m.



More Classroom News
Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth Grades

Grades 6 to 8 will present "Pirates of  Penzance" on March 12 and 13. Auditions will be held Tuesday, February 9. ALL 
STUDENTS are expected to participate.

 
Trinity's two MathCount teams are competing the the regional competition at JCC on Friday, Feb 5. Results will be posted 

when they're available. Team members are:
Team A:  Lindsay Holeso, Jordan Erfourth, Tyler Schultz, Taylor Erb.

Team B:  Maddie Post, Jessica Claar, Javon Greca, Nathan Baryo
 

On February 17, our 8th graders will present a gift to Sara and Doug Beiswanger, whose "Another Day Another Memory" 
foundation honors their son's memory through support programs for grieving parents. By giving this tithe of  their 

poinsettia and Avon sale profits, our students set a wonderful example of  faith and charity!
- Dr. Frusti

Trinity’s Science & Art Fair
Trinity's Science & Art Fair (and Spaghetti Supper) is Thursday, February 11.

The schedule for the day is:
  8:00 a.m. - Students bring displays and projects to school.

  1:00 p.m. - Science & Art fair set up in gym and library by students
  3:00 p.m. - Judging of  science and art projects. (Doors closed during judging)

      - Ribbons will be placed on winning projects.
      - Three 'best of  show' medals will also be awarded.

  5:00 - Doors open for viewing exhibits and enjoying supper
  7:45 - Students may take down displays and bring them home

  8:00 - Doors close
 

All students (preschool through 8th grade) are encouraged to enter one or two science and/or art projects. Students in 
grades 6, 7, and 8 MUST enter a formal science fair project and one art project. Displays may not include open food 

or beverages, hazardous materials, or any living organisms (including molds or fungi.) For a complete list of  safety 
rules, see Dr. Frusti. Flat artwork should be matted.

Music Notes
Choir Students should mark their calendars to sing at 
the 8:30 service on 2/21/10.  They should be in the 
balcony to warm up at 8:00. We will try to sing on the 
3rd Sunday of  the month through May.  There may be 
some conflicts, but please keep those Sundays open.  
Also, I don't think we will be using the robes again this 
year.  Please bring them to school and drop them off  in 
the music room or give them to Mrs. Wheaton if  I am 
out of  the building.

- Mr. Kohlmeier

School Office
Thank you to all who are participating in the St. Jude 
Math-A-Thon. Funbooks should arrive shortly. 
Sponsor/Collection envelopes were sent home with 
those students who have turned in their consent form.  
A few extra books will be available in the school office if 
you forgot to sign up. If  you choose to do the online 
version, you can find the problems and many other 
useful resources at www.mathathon.org. IT'S NOT 
TOO LATE TO PARTICIPATE! Helping St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital is a just another 
way to be a servant for Jesus! God's Blessings!

- Mrs. Wheaton

http://www.mathathon.org/
http://www.mathathon.org/

