
Welcome to the start of  the 49th 

academic year. It is my prayer that 
this year is not only a year of  

academic growth but of  spiritual 

growth. Our theme for the year is 
growing in the fruits of  the Spirit.

The fruits are: love, peace, 
gentleness, kindness, patience, joy 

One of  our major purposes is to 

work with you as parents in 
developing your children’s faith 

walk with Jesus.

I would encourage you to make 

attending weekend worship a 

priority for your family. It is 
through worshipping regularly 

that we make connections with 
our church family. You also 

become aware of  the needs of  our 

home church and community. It is  

through our attendance that God 
will present you with opportunities 

to put our faith into action. For it 

is through you and I that God 
meets the needs of  people.

During the course of  this school 
year you will have many 

opportunities to get involved. It is 

through those opportunities that 
we make connections and develop 

friendships with one another. 
Through this process we build not 

just a community, but a Trinity 

Family. As we build our family we 
work at preparing God’s children 

of  today to be His light in 
tomorrow’s world and for eternity.

As we begin the year do not 

hesitate to let your children know 
what you expect of  them. Let 

them know you want to see their 

assignments for the day. Ask what 
they did that day. Have a set time 

and place to do homework each 
day. Let them see you reading. It 

lets them know that reading is fun 

and it is important to you.

In Christ, 

Mr. Erfourth
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An Opportunity to ServeAlumni Memories
What’s your favorite “First Day of  

School” memory?

We asked TLS Alumni to chime in about 
their favorite memories from the first day 
of  school. Here’s what some of  them 
had to say.

Steven Mackie - TLS 1974

“I was scared going into 1st grade. I 
thought you had to be able to read in 1st 
grade, and I didn’t know how to read.” 

JoAnn (Murray) McLaury-Thomson - 
TLS 1969 

“I remember the first day of  8th grade, 
we were finally the oldest. Glenn Erber 
was our teacher and we were the ones 
who got to cut class to work in the 
kitchen helping Mrs. King. If  I only 
knew then what I know now - that TLS 
were the best school years of  my life!”

Janice (Mackie) Schmidt - TLS 1967

“I remember the first day Trinity 
opened, when I started third grade....the 
looooooong bus ride, the new classrooms 
& large gym, the double classes. My 
teacher, Miss Schumacher, was so 
elegant with her french twist & 
retractable lipstick brush. Mrs. Schmidt 
was friendly & busy. Mr. Schmidt was 
friendly but very scary; I never wanted to 
disappoint him because he would stop 
smiling and look very serious. Since all of 
the books were new, much of  our first 
class-time was spent carefully breaking 
them in so they wouldn’t break. Also, I 
had memory homework the first day!! I 
never had to visit the “board” of  
education, but some did. (Later I 
married a pastor and became 
reacquainted with the Schmidts. Now I 
call them Larry and Mabel, and am no 
longer afraid of  him.”

Kathryn (Gillen) Gray - Class of  2000 

“I always loved unpacking my new 
school box (with my new pencils, rulers 
and crayons) and organizing my books in 
the yellow desks on the first day of  
school.”

  Welcome, Trinity students, 
as we look forward to a fabulous 
year! I’d also like to extend a 
welcome to Trinity parents, 
grandparents, siblings, etc. – 
because a Trinity education is 
truly a family affair.

	 Families select a Trinity 
education because we believe it 
is the very best investment in 
the hearts, minds and souls of  
our children. This year the 
Trinity Lutheran Day School 
(TLDS) Commission has asked 
us to increase that investment in 
our children, and in the school, 
by committing to volunteer 
service: 10 hours for each 
preschool family, and 20 per 
year for a K-8 family.

	 All families should have 
received a contract in the mail 
this summer. The 
accompanying paperwork 
outlined the major points of  the 
program, including:

• hours must be served by 
April 30, 2011,

• there will be a fee charged 
for un-served hours,

• hours must be reported 
within one week of  service, and

• additional hours may be 
donated to a family who is 
struggling to meet the 
requirement.

Throughout the year, I will 
be working to both publicize the 
volunteer opportunities and 
track hours served for each 
family. Service opportunities 

will be listed in a binder in 
entryway of  the school, along 
with the contact person for each 
service. New opportunities will 
be posted in the Mustang 
Matters. Hours will be 
submitted online through a link 
on the Trinity school website.

I look forward to providing 
assistance as we kick of  the 
program this year. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at 
jmceldow@jpsmail.org with 
questions or ideas.

Blessings,

Jodie McEldowney

Current service 
opportunities:

Athletic director – contact 
Mr. Erfourth.

PTLS - One great way to 
become involved, especially for 
new families, is to participate in 
Parent Teacher Lutheran 
Schools (PTLS). Look for an 
announcement in the next week 
regarding the next meeting. 
These hours will count toward 
your service requirement.

Lunch Counters – Needed 
during lunchtime each day 
throughout the year – contact 
Mrs.Wheaton.

Library Assistance – Each 
morning from 8:30 - 9:00– 
contact Mrs. Frusti.
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Classroom News

Preschool & Child Care
WELCOME PRESCHOOL AND CHILDCARE 

FAMILIES!!  I thank God everyday for all the 
beautiful families God has sent our way this 

summer and as we begin another school year.  The 
childcare has many new families and  new staff  -

please do not hesitate to ask questions and to 
introduce yourself  to each other in the weeks 

ahead.  I pray we can serve your family with the 
compassion and love of  our GREAT LORD and 

SAVIOR.
- Mrs. Westin

Kindergarten & First Grade
We are off  to a great first week of  school.  

Thank you for sharing your children with me.  
I've enjoyed meeting you through home visits 
and look forward to a wonderful partnership 

in the months ahead.
- Mrs. Frusti

Second & Third Grades
Welcome to the 2/3 classroom, and a special welcome to 

Jabin Smith, who is new to our class - and Trinity as well! 
We are looking forward to our new computers to arrive, so 

until then you may not be getting many notes home. If  

you have questions, please contact me.
- Mr. Genthner

Fourth, Fifth, & Sixth Grades
I am so thrilled to be teaching all of  your children this 

year! We’ve had a wonderful first week and I’m looking 
forward to many more. Look for the memory work 

schedule for the first semester to come home on 

Thursday. We will also be holding an orientation meeting 
for grades 4-8 on Tuesday, September 7th at 7 p.m. We 

will begin in the gym and then go to our classrooms for 
more grade specific information. If  you are unable to 

make it, please contact me as soon as possible. Have a 

blessed holiday weekend!
- Mrs. Valente



Music Notes

We Need 
Volunteers!

We need parent 
volunteers each day 
from 8:30 a.m. to 
9:05 a.m. each 

school day.  If  you 
are available and 
interested, please 

contact Mr. Erfourth 
as soon as possible!

Welcome back everyone.  I hope 
you had a wonderful summer. I 
know I did, but I am ready to get 
back to making music.  Here is 
the school music schedule for the 
fall:

Choir  
Grades 5-8  Monday and 
Wednesday

Band   
Grades 5-8  Tuesday and 
Thursday

Parents don’t need to feel left out! 
Music opportunities for you 
begin this week at church:

Praise Team    
7:00   Tuesdays

Adult Choir          
7:00   Wednesday

Come and make a joyful noise to 
the Lord.

Lee Kohlmeier

A Note on the Mustang Matters

We got so much positive feedback about 
the new format for the Mustang Matters last 
year, that we are continuing the same 
format this year. At the end of  each month 
you will receive the article based Mustang 
Matters with a monthly calendar detailing 
the next month’s events. We will also have a 
supplemental edition in the middle of  the 
month that focuses on announcements. If  
you would like to submit an announcement 
for that edition, just fill out the form on the 
school website (www.tlsjackson.com) under 
the “Mustang Matters” link.

Getting to Know You

We will also continue the “Getting to 
Know You” feature. If  you would like to 
feature your child, just fill out the form that 
is also found by following the “Mustang 
Matters” link on our school website.

Contacting Teachers

If  you need to contact any of  the teachers 
feel free to email us. All of  our email 
addresses are our first and last names 
followed by: @tlsjackson.com. We would 
love to hear from you!

From the Office of  our Principal
Morning Drop Off  and Afternoon Pick 

Up: If  you are coming into the building 
please park in the spaces near the 
road. Please do not park on the 
circle during the following times: 
7:40 - 8:00 am and 2:40 - 3:00 p.m. 
We want to keep traffic flowing 
smoothly and our children safe.

Staff  Devotions: Each morning the staff  gathers in 
devotions and prayer 7:30 - 7:40 a.m. Please respect this 
time by not dropping students for school before 7:40. If  you 
will need to drop your child off  early make arrangements 
with the ECDC. You will need to fill out paperwork for 
them.
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