
It is often easy in difficult 
times to focus on ourselves, to 
look inward and turn all of  our 
energies to helping ourselves.  
The families of  Trinity 
Lutheran School have 
chosen to do just the 
opposite.  

This year the 
children of  Trinity have 
set for themselves a 
challenge to bring in 
115 boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  Each shoebox 
is filled with toys such as small 
teddy bears, trucks, and dolls; 
with much needed school 
supplies; hygiene items like 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

combs, and hair-ties; as well as 
other fun items for the children 
they will go to.  These boxes 
travel from our school to needy 

children in 
Africa, Eastern 
Europe, and 
Central Asia.

The generosity 
of  the families of 
TLS doesn’t stop 
there.  All the 

November chapel offerings will 
pay to ship the 115 boxes that 
will be filled.  So far we’ve raised 
$78.00.

If  you would like more 
information on how to pack a 

box, or ideas for what you can put 
in a box go to: 
www.samaritanspurse.org.  If  you 
would like to help us reach our 
goal please bring a filled box to 
school by Wednesday, November 
18th for our dedication service.  

Thank you to all of  the 
families who are choosing to make 
a difference this Christmas season 
in the lives of  many children 
around the world. 

Making a World of  Difference
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In October you gave$145.00 
to InterFaith Shelter.Thank You!
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Why Lutheran Schools?Where Are They Now?
Marcella 

(Kirk) 
Stewart

I attended TLS 
from K-8 – 
Graduated in 
1988
 

After TLS I 
moved on to Parkside Junior 

High and then to Jackson High 
School. I graduated from Jackson 
High in 1992 as a National Merit 
Scholar with a generous scholarship 
to Michigan State.  I went the long 
way through undergrad and 
eventually graduated from MSU in 
2001 with a full scholarship to 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School.  I 
graduated law school in 2005 and 
now work as an attorney with Miller, 
Canfield, Paddock & Stone (the 
largest law firm in Michigan) in their 
Kalamazoo office.
 
I have held a variety of  jobs over the 
years, including Travel Agent, 
Catering Manager, Nanny, House 
Manager and PR Assistant at 
Boarshead Theater in Lansing, and 
Legal Assistant.  As an attorney, I 
focus my practice in electronic 
discovery and records management.
 
I’ve been married to my husband 
Jonathan for almost 7 years.  
Jonathan is a Social Worker with 
Senior Services in Kalamazoo and is 
finishing a Masters of  Social Work at 
Western Michigan University.  We 
have 3 children – Margaret (6), 
Matilda (almost 5) and Milo (3) and 3 
dogs:  Basil, Sage, and Pepper.
 
My parents, Ed and Karen Kirk are 
still in Jackson and my sister Rachel 
(Kirk) Beilfuss (also a TLS grad) is 
married with 3 kids (and one on the 
way) and lives near me in 
Kalamazoo.

What I believe Lutheran 
Schools do best are build 
families.  The best example I can 
offer is an incident that occurred 
at my brother’s funeral.  It is the 
story of  “Big Dave” and “Little 
Dave”, who were pallbearers.  
Big Dave stood 6’7” and 
weighed 290, and Little Dave 
stood 6’4” and weighed 210, 
both of  them certainly seemed 
physically up to the task put 
before them, but on the way out 
of  church at the end of  the 
funeral they were both overcome 
with their grief.  They could no 
longer carry my brother’s casket 
and down they started to go.  
Silently and quietly members of  
our church and school family 
stepped out the pews and held 
them up.  Not only did our 
church and school family 
support Big and Little Dave, but 
they supported the rest of  the 
pallbearers as well.    

Lutheran Education is not 
just about academics it is a 
matter of  FAITH.  In Lutheran 
Schools the “what we teach” is 
so much bigger.   Students learn 
to surround themselves with 

fellow believers, who share 
forgiveness, affirm to them that 
Jesus loves them and who hold 
them accountable and help them 
strive to do better.  

You see, we daily sin much 
and fall short.  We are people in 
need of  forgiveness and giving 
forgiveness.   It begins with us 
teaching children that living life is  
worship.  We strive and work 
daily to offer our children the 
best academics that we can, so 
that they will take what is learned 
and apply it to what they do in 
life.    We work to instill in our 
children the desire to offer the 
very best they have to God.  In 
doing that they glorify God and 
what they do becomes worship.  

All of  this works together to 
create a community where we lift 
each other up.  I will never forget 
how “The Daves” were 
supported that day so many years  
ago, and I will ever be thankful 
that God has seen fit to make me 
a part of  the caring community 
that is Trinity Lutheran School.

- Mr. Erfourth

 
My family and I enjoy books and 
music and do and excellent dinner 
table ensemble rendition of  Jesus 
Christ Superstar.   I recently 
became president of  the PTA at 
Maggie’s elementary school and 

look forward to reliving all the fun 
elementary school activities as my 
kids work their way through school.

Thank you Marcella, for sharing your 
story.  God’s richest blessings to you and 
your family!



Classroom News
Preschool

We are having fun exploring colors and working on a 
special kind of  ABC book.  The conference schedule 
is outside our classroom. If  November 12 does not 
work and you would like a different date just let us 

know.   If  your child did not bring home a November 
snack or newsletter just ask us for another. 

- Mrs. Westin & Mrs. Kilmer

Toddlers
We are having a Thanksgiving Feast in the toddler room 

soon!  We will be having picture day on November 18th, more 
information will come home soon!  Our own Miss Danielle will 

be taking the pictures.  Also, Ben Murray is missing a blue 

waffle coat with green inside.  It is a size 2T.  If  anyone knows 
where it is, or if  it went home with you by mistake, please let us 

know. 
 - Miss Michelle & Miss Carter

Kindergarten & First Grade
We have started a new unit on nutrition.  We will 

be taking a look at healthy foods, food groups, eating a 
variety of  foods, and keeping our bodies strong.  We 

will culminate our activity by making soup.  More 

details to follow.

- Mrs. Frusti

Second & Third Grades
Check out our class website:

 http://2-3genth.wikispaces.com/.   Bible Blessing 
event has been scheduled.  Your child should have 

brought home a flyer.
- Mr. Genthner

Fourth & Fifth Grades
We have just about nailed down all the specifics 

on the Mackinac trip. Thank you to Mrs. 
Moody for getting that together.  Look for more 

information to come home soon on cost and 

dates.  Start thinking of  some creative ways in 
which we can raise funds. 

- Mrs. Valente

School Office
 Please remember to sign up for a conference time. You should 

have received the form either in paper or by email. You may also 
call the office (750-2105) or email me 

(tonjawheaton@tlsjackson.com) and I will add you to the schedule. 
Thank you!

- Mrs. Wheaton

Child Care
Remember to sign up for child care next 

Thursday afternoon, or for Friday if  you need it 
for your child since we don’t have school.  There 

will be no hot lunch on those days.  

- Miss Erika and Miss Danielle

Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth Grades
In sign language class, we've learned the Lord's Prayer. Ask any of  the 
students for a demonstration!
 
Grades 6 to 8 will lead the noon and 7:00 PM Advent Worship at 
Trinity Church on Wednesday, December 2. We will start preparing 
next week. ALL students are expected to participate and be in 
attendance, unless another activity makes it impossible. Please let me 
know if  your son or daughter will not be able to participate.
 
Our snack time (every morning at 10:00) is becoming a bit messy and 
not very healthy. Although occasional exceptions are okay, a typical 
snack should be 'brain healthy' food!  

- Dr. Frusti
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Getting to Know You Don’t Forget!!
 NEXT WEEK:

• THURSDAY, NOV. 12 
PARENT/TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 
TAKE PLACE.

 
• THERE IS NO 

SCHOOL ON NOV. 13.

Alex Schultz

This week we are getting to 

know Alex who is  a 2nd grader in 
M r. G e n t h n e r ’ s 

Class.  Read on to 

find out things about 
him that you may 

not have known.

Favorite 

School Subject: 

Alex's Favorite 
subjects are Math, 

Science, and Lunch.  
He likes math 

because it's fun, 

there's hard 
questions and he enjoys the 

challenge.  He likes Science because 
he enjoys doing experiments and 

because he learns new stuff  about 

animals.

What he does in his spare 

time: Alex loves soccer, baseball, 

basketball, and he wants to play 

football.  He enjoys playing video 

games.  He's an excellent reader and 
speller.  He also likes to collect 

marbles.

More interesting 
scoop on Alex: He 

has his Dad's middle 

name "Roy". He has 
a wonderful sense of  

humor. He is a great 
goalie in soccer. He 

is a great player in 

baseball. He has a 
famous Uncle, 

Mini-me, Verne 
Troyer. He loves 

his cat Lucy and 

plays with her by waving a string 
above her. 

Thanks for letting us get to 
know you a little better Alex!

If  you would like your child featured, 
follow the “Mustang Matters” link at 
www.tlsjackson.com and fill out the form 
there.

A Special Thanks!
 Thank you to Mrs. Connie 

Blackwood!

Mrs. Blackwood helps in so many ways 
around TLS, but she does and especially 

wonderful job of  keeping a photo record of 
all that happens here.  Thank you Mrs. 

Blackwood for catching our students & staff 
on film and for continually updating the 

pictures on our website and contributing to 

the Mustang Matters.  

From the Office of  our Principal
•  Coming home next week will be a Thanksgiving Prayer Card. 
• The week of  November 23 each child will bring home Advent 

Devotional Materials. We pray that they will be a blessing to you 
and your family as you prepare to celebrate the birth of  Jesus. 

• A special thank you goes to our PTLS as they purchased these 
materials as gift to you. 

• Thank you to our children for the great job of  keeping the 
hallways neat. We have had a number of  compliments on how 
nice our hallways look. 

• Thanks to Grades 6-8 for setting up and taking down lunch tables 
and chairs and to Grades 4&5 for their good work on cleaning 
lunch trays.  

GOD HAS BLESSED US WITH WONDERFUL 
CHILDREN!

D.O.G.
Depending On God

Our Mission 
Preparing God’s children today to be 
His light in tomorrow’s world and for 

eternity.
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