
There are a lot of  thankful 

people around TLS, so it wasn’t 
hard to find a class that was willing 

to share what they were thankful for.  

Here’s what Mr. Genthner’s class 
had to say:

Alex: I am thankful for my 

mom because she’s very, very nice; 
my dad because he’s loving; my 

brother, Tyler because he’s caring 
for me; my sister, because she’s nice.  

I’m thankful for everything.

Jane: I am thankful for my 
mom and dad.  They buy food for 

us.  They are my favorite family - 

ever, in the whole world!  I like 
them, and they like me.

Micah: I am thankful for my 
mom, my dad, my sister, my 

brother, and my toys.

Caleb: I am thankful for my 

grandma who has great cooking (so 

does my mom). I am thankful for 
God, He loves us so much.  I am 

glad I have a dad.

Bryce: I am thankful for my 

grandpa and for what he has done 

for me.  He buys whatever I want 
and I’m thankful he didn’t die.

Christian: I am thankful for 

my family, my friends, healthy 
foods, for schools that kids learn at, 

for shelter, for jobs so people can 
earn money, for God, and for the 

Earth.

Robbie: I am so thankful for 
my grandpa’s surgery on his eye.  

He can see way better. It was a 

miracle to hear he can see clearly.

Jayla: I am thankful for my 

school because they teach me 

about God and Jesus.  I am also 

thankful for my mom, she buys us 
our food and other stuff.

Karter: I am thankful for the 

Sun and all the things in space.  I am 
thankful for God, who gives me all of 

my space.

Zach: I am thankful for my dogs, 
my sister, my dad and mom, my 

grandpa, and my aunt and uncle.

Abby: I am thankful for a bed to 
sleep on, my parents and my friends, 

my life, my creativity, and for my 
love.

Quintin: I am so thankful for 

my teacher.  He does so many cool 
art projects.  This week we made a 

geo-dome.  We don’t deserve a 

teacher like him.

Why We Are Thankful!
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Learning to Give Thanks
Where Are They Now?
Joseph (Yergin) Rimkus

	 This week we 
are featuring Joe 
Rimkus. Joe attended 
TLS from 1982-1985. 
While here he was an 
acolyte, in the Youth 
Group, & a member 
of  the Boy Scout 
Troop with Rick 
Ruppel. From TLS 
Joe went on to 
attend Milton 
Hershey Boarding 
School in 
Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. In 

1986 he came 
back to Jackson to go to 

Jackson High, from which he graduated in 
1989.

	 After high school Joe joined the US 
Navy as a Machinist Mate. He served on the 
USS England and the USS Enterprise and in 
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm from 
1990 to 1991.

 It was during this time that Joe, who 
had been raised by his mother, connected 
with his father and sisters who lived in 
Chicago. After returning from his tour of  
duty he chose Chicago as his home, to be 
closer to his father. While there he attended 
community college for Fire Science and 
Paramedic school. In 1997 he received his 
Paramedic’s license and then got hired by the 
Chicago Fire Department.

 In the days following 9/11 Joe was 
one of  the many that traveled to New York to 
help with the clean up. As he says, “[We] 
arrived there on Thursday, and went to work, 
and my whole perspective on life changed. I 
experienced every emotion in the four days I 
was there. I realized service to my country 
called for me once again." After returning 
home Joe then decided to return to the 
military and joined the Navy reserves, 
becoming a combat medic opting to serve 
with the Marine Corps. He was then attached 
to the 2nd Battalion/24th Marines, an 
infantry unit. 

 In September of  2007 Joe was 
deployed to the Al Anbar province of  Iraq. 
There his unit did partnered patrols with the 
Iraqis, as well as trained the Iraqi Provinicial 
Security Forces there to take over their own 
security. He also conducted combat medical 
courses for 25 Iraqi Security Force Troops, 
teaching them how to save their own.

	 Joe returned stateside in August of  
2008. Since then he has gone back to college 
for pre-nursing and is working on a Bachelors 
of  Science in Nursing. He continues to serve 
in the Chicago Fire Department as a 
Lieutenant, a Paramedic, & an instructor for 

Thanksgiving is almost here and 
there’s so much to do.  My list 
seems endless. 

 Plan the menu. 

 Order the turkey. 

 Make sure the car’s tuned up.  

 Get the laundry finished so we 
can pack the bags. 

 Arrange to pick up Aunt Lisa.  

 Send cards to the relatives we 
can’t visit.

 I’m stressed out already and there’s  
at least 10 more items on 
the list. 

 Your holiday 
preparations are 
probably much like 
mine.  We get a few 
days off  for relaxation 
and remembrance and 
we rush around like 
bees at the hive, hardly resting at 
all.  When all the visiting is over we 
realize that we hardly had time to 
speak to Grandma, that brother 
Chris left early but we don’t know 
why, and that we forgot to talk 
about the family’s Christmas plans.

         It occurs to me that this 
should be a time to S..L..O..W.. 
down and reflect.   In addition to 
being Thanksgiving, it is also the 

end of  the church year, which is a 
good time to look back at those 
promises we made to God for this 
year and thank Him for His 
unending love and forgiveness.  It is 
a good time to review our blessings 
and thank Him for His abundant 
love and generosity.  It’s a good time 
to think about how we might glorify 
God in the coming year and thank 
Him for His Word and His unfailing 
love.

 God has an important 
message for us about thanks giving.  
Paul writes to the Thessalonians,” in 
everything give thanks; for this is the 

will of  God in Christ 
Jesus for you.”  (NKJ)  
Hmm.  For the rush of 
the holiday season I 
should – give thanks??   
For the pressure of  end 
of  the year activities I 
should – give thanks?!  
For the supportive 
smiles of  my coworkers  

I should – give thanks.  For the 
unadulterated glee of  little children 
at this wondrous time of  the year I 
should –GIVE THANKS!  I think 
I’ve got it.

 Here’s wishing you a blessed 
and restful Thanksgiving holiday 
and a God-filled new church 
year.     

	 	 -Sharon Jaska

new fire fighter candidates. In his spare time Joe enjoys riding his Harley, mountain biking, and 
skiing.

	 Thank you so much Joe for sharing your story, but most of  all thank you so for your 
service to our country! Your dedication to our country and your life of  sacrificing for others 
sets a fine example for us all to follow. May God continue to bless you and the work that you do 
to make our world a better place. We are proud of  you!



Classroom News

Kindergarten & First Grade
The children have begun checking out their snacks to 
figure out what food groups they are eating!  We made 
peanut butter in class on Wednesday.   Next Tuesday 
we will make "Stone Soup."  Stone Soup is a story 
about people in a town who refused to share their food 
and some visitors taught them how to make soup from 
a stone!  Each child should bring a small vegetable to 
add to the soup.  Thanks!

- Mrs. Frusti Second & Third Grades
Destroying our geodesic dome might have been more fun 

than making it.  (3 rolls of  newspaper for each roll- 65 rolls= 
195 sheets of  newspaper used.  We recycled the paper when 
we were finished).  Memory assignments till Christmas are 
posted on our website.  All students should be memorizing 

the 2's multiplication family, 0-12.
- Mr. Genthner

Fourth & Fifth Grades
We’ve spent some time in class talking about creative ways 

to study.  You may want to sit down with your child and 
share some of  the ways that you study for things.  Also, 

make sure to ask your child how their bean plant is doing.   

If  they say, “Nothing!”, ask them how Kinnedy’s is doing!  
- Mrs. Valente

School Office
When your child will not be in school due to illness or any 
other reason, please remember to call the school office to 

report them absent. Especially this year the health 
department is particularly concerned with schools keeping 

accurate records of  the flu and other communicable 
childhood illnesses. You may call the school at any time and 
leave a message on the voice mail. It is checked shortly after 

school begins each day Thank you for your help!
- Mrs. Wheaton

Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth Grades
 Each year, Farmers Bureau Insurance invites 
Michigan eighth graders to write "America and Me" essays 
for a statewide competition. Congratulations to Jordan 
Erfourth, Taylor Erb, and Jacob Melton, whose essays were 
selected as Trinity's entries into the competition. Good luck, 
and great work!
 The eighth graders will spend the morning of  
Friday, Dec. 4, visiting the Jackson Area Career Center. Mr. 
Erfourth will accompany them. We need an additional 
parent driver. Let Dr. Frusti know if  you can help.
 We have begun practicing for our presentation at 
the Dec. 2 Advent midweek worship services at Trinity 
Church. All students are expected to participate at both the 
noon and 7:00 PM services.   
	 Thanks to everyone for supporting our Avon and 
poinsettia sales! Lots of  help is needed for the delivery dates. 
Let Mrs. Erfourth know when you can help.
  A special thanks to Mr. Schultz, Mrs. Dimitry, and 
Mr. Erfourth, who have agreed to accompany the eighth 
graders on their class trip to Chicago in early June.

- Dr. Frusti

Child Care
A big thank you to Mrs. Ginnow for donating our new nap 

mats!  Also remember that with the colder weather we are 
bringing in our slippers to keep our feet warm and cozy! 

Remember that CC will be closed for Thanksgiving on 

Thursday & Friday of  next week, have a blessed break.
- Miss Erika and Miss Danielle

Preschool
We are enjoying many Thanksgiving activities in preschool, 
make sure to ask your child about them.  Also, keep an eye 

out for our ABC books, they’ll be coming home before 
Thanksgiving break.

- Mrs. Westin & Miss Lora

Infant & Toddler
This past week we took pictures - thanks to Miss Danielle.  
Look for more information on how those turned out!  We 

also have been making some Thanksgiving art projects, and 
having a blast!  Thank you to all the parents that helped to 

make our Thanksgiving Feast a success.  Finally, Happy 
Birthday to Kody Burke on Nov. 15th!

-Miss Michelle, Miss Carter, Miss Laura, Miss Kendra, & 
Miss Erin



Getting to Know You Music 
Notes

We are coming into an exciting and 
hectic time of  the year for 
musicians.  Please mark the 
following dates on your calendars.

December 6      Choir sings for the 
8:30 service at church

December 14     Band and choir 
concert at school at 7:00.  This will 
included the beginning band.

December 16     The choir will be 
leading both the noon and 7:00 
services at church.  I think you will 
want to attend.  We are planning on 
setting the stage for Christmas in 
word and song.

I wish you all a blessed 
Thanksgiving and an Advent filled 
with peace and joy.

Lee Kohlmeier
Director of Music Ministries

Don’t forget: Thanksgiving Eve 
service, Nov. 25th at 7 p.m. at 
TLC.

Lydia Oexler

This week we are getting to 

know Lydia who is  a 5th grader in 
Mrs. Valente’s  Class.  Read on to 

find out things  about her that you 

may not have known.

Favorite School Subject: 

Lydia’s favorite subjects in school 
are art and reading.

What she does in her spare 

time: Lydia likes to play volleyball 
and to collect “Littlest Petshop” 

animals & Tractor Supply animals. 

More interesting scoop on 

Lydia: Lydia loves cats and has six 

of  them (not counting Blackie, Sissy, 
& Stubby, who unfortunately ran 

away recently).  Her remaining cats 

are: Maude, Dora, Choco, Gracie, 
Blueberry and Salem.

Thanks for letting us get to 
know you a little better Lydia!

If  you would like your child 
featured, follow the “Mustang 
Matters” link at 
www.tlsjackson.com and fill out the 
form there.

Coming In Two 
Weeks:

•Words of  
Wisdom: A staff  

article written by our 
own Mr. Kohlmeier.

•Where Are They Now?: An 
update on one of  our Trinity Alumni.

• More Classroom News: Keep up-to-
date on the classroom happenings at 
TLS.

From the Office of  our Principal

• Thanks to the families who attend part one of our 
Bible Blessing.  Part two occurs Tuesday, Nov. 24 
at 7pm.  

• We filled 106 Christmas Boxes for Samaritans 
Purse.  Our goal was 115 and we should reach our 
goal as we have a few more boxes to come in.  
Thank you for your generosity.  

• Next week Wednesday is a full day.  NO school on 
Thrusday and Friday.

D.O.G.

Depending On God
Our Mission 

Preparing God’s children today 
to be His light in tomorrow’s 

world and for eternity.

Lydia (right) smiles with 
her friend Anna!

http://www.tlsjackson.com
http://www.tlsjackson.com

