
I’ve know for a long time that 
Trinity Lutheran School is a 
unique place.  Each day we staff  
are able to impart God’s love to 
the children and families we 
serve - a lesson that stays with 
them throughout their lives.  
Cullen Copenan, who sent his 
daughters Kaite & Kayla to 
Trinity put it this way, “[Trinity] 
gave them the foundation of  
Christ in their life and they have 
made me proud.” Dawn Gier, 
who’s daughter Baily currently 
attends Trinity also mentioned 
the importance of  Christ in her 
daughter’s education. “[Trinity] 
is a wonderful environment that 
teaches Baily about the Lord and 
so much more.” That in itself  is 
reason to celebrate our school. 

We also have a reputation for 
excellence in eduction, one that 
will follow students when they 
leave here.  “My oldest daughter 
is in the eighth grade and getting 
ready to launch out into the 

‘world’ of  high school. I have 
the utmost confidence that she is 
well grounded (as a Christian 
and as a student), mainly due to 
her 8 years at Trinity,” was what 
Ann Holeso had to say about a 
Trinity education. 

The excellent Christ-centered 
education may be what people 
first see, but it doesn’t take long 
for people to notice the family 
atmosphere of  the school. We 
seek to minister to the whole 
family, not just the children in 
our classrooms. Juli Smith said it 
wonderfully when she said, “We 
sent Robbie to TLS for 
reputation of  the quality of  the 
education and the spiritual 
grounding of  a Christian 
education. The wonderful side 
benefits are that we have gained 
a Christian family that has 
surrounded us. Robbie now has 
a community that is helping to 
raise him.” Pam Lee also values 
the family atmosphere, “I am so 

glad I sent [Zach] there from 
Preschool through Junior High 
because of  the Christian values he 
as been taught and because of  the 
family-like atmosphere that he has  
been encompassed in since he was 
4 years old. In addition to both of  
those, he has received an excellent 
education. If  I had to do things 
over with his education, I 
wouldn’t change a thing.”

There’s something special here at 
TLS - an outpouring of  God’s 
love. Amanda Goings so 
eloquently put it this way, “I can’t 
imagine a better gift for my 
children than providing God’s 
love for them, in curriculum, but 
mostly in the loving staff  who are 
so dedicated to each and every 
one of  their students...you can be 
educated anywhere, at Trinity I 
know my children are loved!”

What a blessing to be a part of  
God’s loving family here in this 
place!
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Teaching Creativity
Where Are They Now?
Ben Koch

 Ben is a 1996 graduate from 
TLS and then graduated from East 
Jackson High School in 2000. From 
there Ben went on to Grand Valley 

State 
University 
to get an 
associate 
degree in 
Applied 
Science - 
Auto 
Mechanics.  
He worked 
for Naylor 
Motors in 
Ann Arbor 
for 7 years 
and is an 

ASE Certified Master 
Mechanic.  Ben loves to travel, he 
went to Guatemala in July of  2008 
with M.O.S.T ministries.  In 
December of  2008 he went back to 
school to get his CDL license and 
became a long haul truck driver for 7 
months and travelled to most of  the 
lower 48 states. 

In September of  2009, he was hired 
as a light wheel mechanic with KBR, 
a Houston company that supplies 
support to the US military in Iraq 
and other countries.  Ben is working 
for KBR at COB Speicher military 
base in Tikrit, Iraq which is about 
100 miles north of  Baghdad. It took 
2 days to travel from Houston to 
Dubai, Saudi Arabia, then Baghdad, 
Iraq, before reaching his final 
destination.  While waiting for a flight 
in the Baghdad airport, he decided to 
take a few pictures to send home and 
quickly found out that airport 
security does not take kindly to 
strangers taking photographs.  He 
managed to take one picture of  the 
ceiling before he was ordered to put 
the camera away. 
COB Speicher covers 16 square miles  
of  desert outside the city of  Tikrit, 

     Some of you know that I teach 
Early Childhood Classes at Baker 
College here in Jackson.  Every 
Tuesday after school I leave my 
delightful “little people” to go teach 
“big people.”  It is fun for me to be 
able to share the real life classroom 
happenings at Trinity Lutheran 
School with college students who 
are preparing to be teachers.

     This term I have been teaching a 
class called Creative Activities.  At 
the start of the class we have on-
line discussions on the topics:  
What is creativity?  Is it possible to 
become more creative?  Can 
creativity be taught?  What creative 
teachers do you remember?  Most 
students think of creativity as being 
confined to art.  They quickly 
broaden their outlook and realize 
there are many ways to be creative 
including cooking, decorating, 
fashion, problem solving, etc.
     I have read many help wanted 
ads that are seeking creative 
individuals.  Employers are looking 
for creative problem solvers.  The 
jobs that many of our children will 

have someday haven’t even been 
invented yet.  There was no one in 
my elementary school who was 
aspiring to be a computer 
programmer!
     So, do we want our children to 
be creative?  Of course we do!  We 
want them to be imaginative, able to 
look at options, willing to take risks, 
solve problems – all of those things 
that are essential for their future 
careers.  But how do we do that?  
J.M. Healy (1994) suggests the 
following characteristics of parents 
with creative children: 
They. . .
• show their children how to be 

problem finders as well as 
problem solvers

• provide discipline and structure to 
give children security to explore

• are not in awe of their children 
and do not defer to their demands, 
nor feel compelled to entertain 
them

• encourage a close, nurturing 
relationship and freedom of 
physical expression

Continued on page 3

birthplace of  Sadam Hussein, and is an air base for Blackhawk helicopters.  
The base is on the former site of  Sadam's Air Force academy and houses a 
large soccer stadium.  Ben said you can often see military drones leaving the 
base.  KBR runs the food service, post office and recreation centers on base. 
He works 12 hours a day, seven days a week doing maintenance on KBR's 
fleet of  vehicles and also drives the recovery wrecker on base.   He lives in a 
converted metal shipping container, 4 rooms to a container.  He says it's like 
living in a college dorm room, except that the dorm is surrounded by concrete 
T fences and huge sandbags and the bathroom in in another building close 
by.   Safety wise, there haven't been any air raids or missile attacks on the base 
in 18 months, but everyone is prepared to run to bunkers if  necessary.  He has  
already experience one minor dust storms and carries a messenger bag 
wherever he goes with a head cover, goggles, water bottles and a few power 
bars in case they have to take shelter from the sand.  Winter temperatures in 
Tikrit were mild, lows in the 40's and highs in the mid 50's but can get up to 
120 degrees and higher in the summer.  He plans on staying in Iraq for a year, 
then may renew his current contract or move to another country where KBR 
needs mechanics.  His goal is to save enough money to live comfortably and 
be able to go on many more mission trips for the church.   He would like to 
travel to Rome and possibly Germany during one of  his R&R breaks.



Fantastic Family Fun! Getting to Know You
Micah Sonnenberg

Micah’s favorite subjects are: 
Science, Math & Gym
Micah’s Hobbies include:Micah 
participates on soccer, basketball, and 
baseball teams, and plays piano.  He has  
been in gymnastics classes since he was 
three and is looking forward to starting 
that again after Easter. He can't wait 
until he is in fourth grade so he can play 
TLS soccer and basketball, and run for 
the TLS track team.
Other interesting facts: Micah has 
attended Trinity since three year old 
preschool.  He always enjoys school and 
seeing his best pals Quintin and Alex. 
He thinks his teacher, Mr. Genthner, is 
funny and he is amazed when Mr. 
Genthner holds his body horizontal 
with one arm.
Micah collects baseballs.  He has a 
baseball signed by Tony the Tiger, one 
he purchased in Washington DC at the 
Bureau of  Printing and Engraving with 
money all over it, and one from Virginia 
with the faces of  the presidents from 
Virginia. He also has a ball he caught at 
a Lugnuts game.
Micah has one sister, Elizabeth, who is 
in the sixth grade at Trinity, and two 
brothers, Daniel 24, and David 22.

• give children early responsibility 
for making choices and taking 
appropriate responsibility for 
their own decisions

• expose children to a broad range 
of artistic and 
intellectual pursuits

• permit children to 
have solitude and 
develop imaginative 
thinking by 
daydreaming

     In today’s fast 
paced, over-structured 
world the last one is 
significant to me.  
Children need time to 
be children.  Give 
your children the opportunity to 
play in the backyard, make a fort 
under the dining room table, make 
their own puppet show, invent a 
song, design a T shirt, build a sand 
castle, and a host of other creative 
activities.  Here are a few more 
ideas that I found several years ago 
from bhg.com (better homes and 
gardens)
• Tell Tall Tales – Change the 

endings to your child’s favorite 
stories and poems.  “There was 

an old lady who lived in a hat,” or 
“Goldilocks and the Three 
Chickens.”  You will encourage 
your child’s language development 
and help her to learn to tell stories  

in her own way.
•Have a silly contest 
– Challenge your 
child to draw the 
strangest picture of  a 
cat ever, or to create 
the wackiest dance in 
the world.  These 
kinds of  activities not 
only encourage 
creativity, but they 
also demonstrate that 
striving for perfection 

isn’t necessarily a desirable goal.
• Cloud Watch – The puffy ones 

look like sheep.  That skinny one 
looks like a pencil.  Lie on your 
backs together and ask your child 
what he sees.  Daydreaming about 
the endless canvas of  sky shows 
your child that even the most 
ordinary things are open to 
unusual interpretation.

Happy Creating,
Mrs. Kathy Frusti

Coming In Two 
Weeks:

•Words of  Wisdom: A staff  
article written by Mr. Erfourth

• Where Are They Now?: An update on 
one of  our Trinity Alumni.

• More Classroom News: Keep up-to-
date on the classroom happenings at 
TLS.

• Getting to Know You: Don’t forget, if  
you would like your child featured simply 
go to www.tlsjackson.com and choose the 
Mustang Matters link and fill out the 
form you find there.

From the Office of  our 
Principal
• SCHOOL PARENTS (K-8) 

PLEASE DO NOT DROP YOUR 
CHILDREN OFF BEFORE 7:40, 
UNLESS YOU ARE USING 
CHILD CARE. THE STAFF IS 
IN MORNING DEVOTIONS 
7:30 - 7:40 EACH MORNING. 

• Thank you Grades 6-8 for the great 
performance this past weekend.  A 
special "Thank You" to 

• Mrs. Pauli for Jackson High.  She 
spent two evenings meeting with 
Eighth Graders and their parents 
and registering them for 9th Grade.

Micah playing soccer - one of  his 

favorite pastimes!

http://www.tlsjackson.com
http://www.tlsjackson.com


Classroom News
Kindergarten & First Grade

Pencils, pencils, pencils.  We have started our Iowa 
Achievement Tests and all of  the children need 
new pencils.  I think they must be eating them!  
No, really, first graders are fascinated with the 

pencil sharpener and tend to sharpen pencils down 
to nothing!  Please send new pencils with your 

child.  Thanks!  Also, please mark your calendars 
for Friday, April 16.  We will be visiting the 

Children's Garden and Butterfly House at MSU.  
More details will follow.

- Mrs. Frusti

Second & Third Grades
March 23rd:  Rural Education Day at the 
fairgrounds.  I will be looking for parent 

drivers.  Our next test will be Chapt. 8 Social 
Studies, next Thursday.

- Mr. Genthner

Fourth & Fifth Grades
Don’t forget that we have coffee hour this Sunday.  Please 

bring 2 dozen goodies and be there by 9:00 a.m. to help 
serve.  The proceeds will be applied to your child’s 

Mackinac account.  Don’t forget that we also have a soup 

supper coming up next week.  For more information 
about that, please contact Molly Moody.

- Mrs. Valente

Preschool
Keep READING we are doing great on our space 
travel!  Next week on WED. March 24 the Albion 
Whitehall Nature Center will visit our classroom 

with little critters from 10:30 - 11:00.  Parents and 
Tues/Thurs preschoolers are welcome to join us!

- Mrs. Westin & Mrs. Lora

Infant/Toddler
Happy Birthday Isabelle Schundlt!  Her birthday is 

Thursday.  Also can you post the Albion nature 
center is coming to visit the toddlers this month!!  

Also we are using recycle materials to start a 
garden and we are using recycle materials to feed 

the birds :)  We used a pizza box and planted seeds 
and a bottle we used a tack to make tiny holes in 

the top to water the garden.  For the birds we used 
paper towel rolls and smothered them in peanut 

butter and birdseed!
- Mrs. Carter, Mrs. Michelle, Mrs. Laura, Miss Kendra, 

& Miss Erin

Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth Grades
Thanks to everyone who helped make our play 

performance and fundraising supper so successful, 
especially:  Mrs. Pfeiffer (painting set), Mrs. 

Sonnenberg (sewing extra costumes), Mrs. Holeso 
(a great prop!), Grandpa Liechti (setting up our 

sound system), and ESPECIALLY Mrs. Erfourth 
for lots and lots of  work organizing the potato & 
taco bar supper. Thanks, too, to the students for 

an extraordinary job! 
- Dr. Frusti



More News

Chapel & Worship Schedule
Chapel:

3/24- Mr. Genthner, 
3/31-Grades 6-8, 

4/14-Pastor Krengel, 
4/21- Dr. Frusti, 

4/28- Mr. Kohlmeier  
Offerings for April are designated for the Buddy 

Walk for Down Syndrome.

Worship:
Sat. evenings 6pm, 

Sunday 8:30 and 11am.  
Sunday School and Bible Class 9:45am  

Second Sunday of  each month is Family Worship 
at 9:45am.

Prayer List
Mr. Fox
Mr. Gier

Mr. Hageman
Mrs. Dimitry

School Registration: that our families would 
register in a timely manner and that God would 

fill our classrooms and bless our time of  open 
enrollment

Pastor Krengel as he considers his call to Trinity 
and one to Houston. 

Pre-Registration
We are holding another pre-registration night on Friday, 
March 19. Please sign up to reserve on the the computers 

in our lab to complete your registration.  Please go to 
www.tlsjackson.com and follow the link to the on-line sign-

up form.  Once you’ve submitted your form your space 
will be reserved.  Included in both evenings is a potluck 

supper.  If  your last name begins with A-L please bring a 
passing dish, and if  you last name begins with M-Z please 

bring a salad.  Drinks and tableware will be provided.

D.O.G.Depending On GodOur Mission Preparing God’s children today to be 
His light in tomorrow’s world and for eternity.

http://www.tlsjackson.com
http://www.tlsjackson.com

