
 I began teaching at 
Jackson High School when my 
son, Cole, was three months old.  
That was thirteen short years 
ago.  In the early years, I 
watched with curiosity as 
students passed through my 
classroom – students from JPS 
and various other county schools, 
students from the Catholic 
system, and those from Trinity 
Lutheran.  I learned very quickly 
that one group stood apart from 
the rest.

When JHS teachers and 
administrators talked about 
Trinity Kids they spoke with 
admiration.  They praised their 
academic preparedness.  They 
reveled in their organizational 
skills.  They were amazed at 
Trinity Kids with learning 
disabilities who had become 

outstanding students.  They 
wondered how teenagers from 
such a small, K-8, homogenous 
school could excel upon 
entering an incredibly large and 
diverse high school.  They 
marveled that those kids didn’t 
just learn their faith, but lived it 
every day.

I watched the students for 
several years and participated in 
those teachers’ lounge 
conversations about the Trinity 
Kids.  Then, it was time to send 
my own child off to school.  I 
enrolled Cole in JPS, where he 
successfully completed 
kindergarten.  He began his 
second year, but it immediately 
became apparent that neither he, 
nor I, was happy.  Something 
was very wrong.

I wanted a classroom where there 
was a greater emphasis on six-
year-old children than MEAP 
scores.  Cole wanted a classroom 
where the teacher could express 
appreciation for his God-given 
gifts of creativity and humor 
instead of criticism of his poor 
handwriting.  I believed that my 
child could be educated and 
nurtured at the same time.  Cole 
believed that teachers should 
spend more time smiling at 
students than shaking their heads 
at them.  

I picked up my 6-year-old son at 
school one day and watched him 
exit the building, frowning and 
shoulders slumped.  He hopped 
into the car and his mouth turned 
up at the corners, but the smile 
never reached his eyes.  I called 
Trinity from my cell phone on the 

“Trinity Kids”

Mustang Matters
APRIL 30, 2010	 TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL	 ISSUE FOURTEEN

Trinity Lutheran School 
& Early Childhood 
Development Center
Jackson, Michigan



“Trinity Kids” (cont.)
Where Are They Now?

Tim Jaska

The alumnus this week is Tim Jaska, 
who’s name may look 

familiar to some of  
you.  Yes, Tim is 
the son of  our own 
Mrs. Jaska! Tim 
graduated from 
Trinity in 2001, 
and from there 
went on to 
Jackson High 
School. 

After 
graduating 

high school in 
2005 Tim headed up north 

to attend Finlandia University for 
business with a concentration in 
entrepreneurship and marketing. 
While there, he also took classes at 
Michigan Technological University. 
He also continued to play hockey, 
something he’s loved for a long time. 
He started college being the 
defenseman for Finlandia’s team until 
he had reconstructive surgery on his 
knee. Following surgery and rehab, he 
was a member of  the Portage Lake 
Pioneers Men's Amature Hockey 
Team, and was part of  the 2007 
National Championship Team.

	 Along with attending classes, 
Tim works about 50 hours a week as 
a manager for Schick Industries, a 
franchise of  Taco Bell. He has 
aspirations of  one day writing a series  
of  professional development books to 
help young businessmen and 
businesswomen succeed.

 Tim also purchased a home in 
the Upper Peninsula, which he rents 
to Finlandia students, and is enjoying 
the remodeling and renovating that 
come with home ownership. He loves  
to offer a place where students can 
hang out and feel at ease. You will 
often find him hosting movie nights, 

way home and the next day we 
enrolled Cole.  It was the best, 
and biggest, impulse purchase I 
have ever made.  I thank God for 
pointing me toward Trinity so 
many times over the previous 
years, because sometimes I am a 
slow listener.  I’m just glad I 
finally got His message.

It is seven years later.  Cole is 
nearing the end of his Trinity 
education – an education that 
has provided not only the 
superior academics we expected, 
but also the spiritual focus for 
which we had been searching.  
Daily immersion in his religion 
has allowed Cole to become his 
best self and a steward for his 
faith.

Our family has also benefitted 
from Cole’s education at Trinity 
school.  I’m not sure exactly 
when Trinity became home – it 
kind of snuck up on me.  We 
unexpectedly found a support 
system of wonderful people who 
shared and strengthened our 
religious beliefs.   My husband, 
a Catholic, and I, a United 
Methodist, had spent 15 years 
without a common church.  Last 
year we joined Trinity Lutheran 

and finally have a church home 
to share with our children.  

Our younger sons, Jack and Max, 
just began their Trinity 
experience in preschool and 
kindergarten and we already see 
growth from the seeds that 
Trinity is planting.  We are 
blessed that all three of our 
children are Trinity Kids – that 
they leave school every day with 
smiles on their faces and in their 
hearts.

People refer to a private school 
education as a sacrifice, but we’ll 
never consider it to be anything 
but a privilege.  We have 
received everything we hoped 
for, and so much more.  I can’t 
imagine a better investment - 
every child deserves to be loved, 
valued, educated, and spiritually 
nurtured like a Trinity Kid.  Each 
month, when we write our tuition 
check, we whisper a thank you to 
God for allowing us to be a 
Trinity family.

- Jodie McEldowney
Mother to Cole, Max, & Jack and 
Jackson High School Teacher

BBQ’s, and game nights for his fellow students.

	 Tim continues to be an active member of  his church, Saints Peter and 
Paul Lutheran Church. He puts his faith into action by serving on their 
missions board.
 Tim values and is thankful for his education from TLS. He appreciates 
the small details of  handwriting classes and daily devotions, to the larger 
habits of  organization and time management. 

	 Thank you Tim for sharing your story. May God grant you many 
blessings for your bright future!

	



Unlocking Literacy Worship 
Opportunities

Chapel Schedule
5/5 -Pastor Krengel, 5/12 -
Pastor Waddell, 5/19-Mr. 

Genthner, 5/26 - Dr. Frusti

Offerings for May are designated 
to stay here at TLS for care 

items.

TLC Worship Times
Saturday Evening 6:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning:
Traditional service 8:30 a.m.
Contemporary service 11:00 

a.m.

On Sunday, May 23rd at 10 
a.m. we will have a special  

unity service for Pastor 
Doug who will be leaving 

Trinity to continue his 
ministry in Texas. Please 

join us in wishing him well. 

I have the greatest job of  all.  I 
work with wonderful, caring 
professionals to instruct God’s 
most precious blessings in 
something so liberating that once 
they learn it, they can do almost 
anything.

For the last four weeks, I have 
had the most pleasurable time 
with the second graders.    I am 
pleased to announce that all of  
them can now write in cursive.    
They all know how to hold their 
writing tools properly.   They just 
need practice, practice, practice.

It is amazing really. When we 
started, they could almost 
scribble out their names and 
with just a few weeks of  
instruction, they can read and 
write with symbols that were 

foreign on Valentine’s Day. 

 That’s how reading and writing 
goes.   If  we get started correctly, 
so that there are no bad habits to 
break or misinformation to 
change, we just build one step on 
another until one day it all comes 
together and Viola!  We read.

Of  course, this is a bit 
oversimplified but all of  our 
Kindergartners are reading now.  
It is exciting to be with them as 
they try sounding out and using 
the clues to figure out what the 
words mean.  I could not be 
happier for them. They have 
joined the literate world and will 
never be dependent just on 
hearing again to gain 
information. They are free to 
explore anywhere reading can 
take them.  A few more years of  
instruction will only make it 
easier.  One of  them has a head 

Coming at the 
End of  May:

•Words of  Wisdom: A staff 
article written by Mr. Lee 

Kohlmeier.

• Where Are They Now?: An update on 
one of  our Trinity Alumni.

• More Classroom News: Keep up-to-
date on the classroom happenings at 
TLS.

• Getting to Know You: Don’t forget, if  
you would like your child featured simply 
go to www.tlsjackson.com and choose the 
Mustang Matters link and fill out the 

From the Office of  our Principal

• In an effort to streamline our communication, this will be the 
last bimonthly edition of  the Mustang Matters. The 
Mustang Matters and the Mustang Announcements will be 
combined and sent out at the end of  each month. If  you 
have any announcements that need to be included you need 
to get them to Mrs. Wheaton by Friday, May 21. Nothing 
will be accepted after that date.

• School parents please remember that the staff  is in devotions  
7:30 - 7:40, each morning. Students should not be dropped 
off  before 7:40. 

• Remember that God’s saving a seat for you in worship each 
week. He’d love to have you fill it!

http://www.tlsjackson.com
http://www.tlsjackson.com


Music Notes

start on becoming a chef.  I 
believe she will be reading 
cookbooks and making dishes all 

summer.  One loves science.  As 

soon as he finds science books, he 

is sure to take off  with reading.   

One got a children’s Bible 

recently and cannot wait to pour 

herself  into it.  The others have 

their passions too; the arts, ponies, 

sports, each to be explored and 

enhanced by their love of  reading.

I hope these children read and 

write all summer.  I hope all of 

their electronic gadgets  become 

Kindles and journals.   They can 

READ and Write!

                         Mrs. Jaska

There is a lot happening in the 
music department these days.  
Mostly important is the Spring 
Concert on Monday at 7:00.  The 
beginning band, the school band 
and the school choir will be highlighting some of  
the work that they have done in the second 
semester.  It will be a fun evening for all.  Bring the 
entire family for some great music and a little 
fellowship.

Band and choir members should report to the 
band room at 6:30 to get warmed up and ready to 
go.  School band and choir dress is the concert 

dress of  a white shirt over black pants or 
skirt with black dress shoes.  Beginning 
band members should dress in clothes 
appropriate for church.  Please, no 
shorts.

I continue to encourage practice.  Please be sure 
that practice records are turned in each week.  It 
is very important that all parents make sure that 
their student is practicing at least 5 times a week.

I look forward to seeing all of  you on Monday.

Lee Kohlmeier

Getting to Know You
Leigha Pfeiffer

Unlocking Literacy 
(cont.)

This week we are getting to know Leigha 
Pfeiffer! Leigha is the daughter of  Karolyn 
and Ray Pfeiffer, and a student in Dr. 
Frusti’s 6th grade class.

What are her favorite subjects in school?

She has become a better science student in the past couple 
of  years, because she says Dr. Frusti makes it interesting. Art is 
the most favorite by far, she enjoys drawing, and painting 
ceramics.

What are some of  her hobbies?

Leigha plays in every sport that she is allowed too. She plays 
volleyball in the fall, but she practices out in the yard all 
summer long. In the winter she plays basketball, and in the 
spring there is softball (an all time favorite) along with track. She 
loves to challenge herself  and very rarely gets discouraged. 

Other interesting facts about Leigha?

Leigha helps take care of  the family pet turtle named Tiny. She 
is a painted turtle that will be 4 years old this year. She cares 
very deeply for animals of  all kinds, but her mom only allows 
the turtle. Her Dad and I love her infectious smile and the 
sparkle in her eye. She is a naturally compassionate child that 
wants to be liked by everyone.



Classroom News
Kindergarten & First Grade

Our caterpillars are changing into butterflies!  
Ask your children to tell you something they 
have learned about butterflies.  Hopefully we 

will have some when you come for conferences 
next week.

- Mrs. Frusti

Second & Third Grades
Our field trip to Sauder Village is May 11th.  

Parents are welcome to join us.   We are 
studying the planets in Science, and will be 

having a test on Thursday of  next week 
(Chapter 8).

- Mr. Genthner

Fourth & Fifth Grades
Is everyone getting ready for Mackinac? It will be here 

before you know it! I will be having a meeting on May 
11th at 6:30 p.m. for all those attending, students and 

chaperones. I will be handing out important information 

regarding the trip, so it is important that you are there! If  
your child is going, but you are not, I would like one 

parent to attend in order to get the information you need.
- Mrs. Valente

Sixth, Seventh, & Eighth Grades
Our field trip is coming up.  Yeah! Grades 6-8 won 

the "March is Reading Month" contest. Our prize is 
a field trip to Air Zoo in Kalamazoo. We are still 

looking for a good date, but we will leave school at 
8:45 and will return at about 2:30.  Students need to 
bring a sack lunch. Our prize includes an "unlimited 
rides" ticket. Parents chaperones are needed; please 

let Dr. Frusti know if  you can help.
 

The 8th grade Car Wash (April 17) had to be 
cancelled, due to rain. Please watch for a new date 
which will be announced soon. The car wash will 
take place in our church's parking lot, across from 
the YMCA downtown. Cost per car is only $5.00.

- Dr. Frusti

School Office
Please bring in as many Campbell's Labels for 
Education as possible before May 21st. We will 

get BONUS points!!
Also, Remember Parent Teacher 

Conferences Thursday,  5/6 and NO 
SCHOOL Friday, 5/7. Please call or email me 
to request your time. Conference request forms 

were sent home Monday, 4/26, by email, or 
printed copy for those who don't receive info by 

email. Thank you!
- Mrs. Wheaton

8th grader Taylor Erb “buddies” up with preschooler 

Olivia Schroeder for some reading fun!




